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FAABA NEPBARARA,
8 xomopoﬁ 8ce HaAYUHaemes ¢ 3a2a0o4HO20 MOAUKA

B MeanaHaun, kKak npasuno, CTouT xopowas noroga. Ho 6bi-
BalOT, KOHEYHO, U Aoxanusbie AHWU. CnyyaloTca OHWU, npasAa,
HEeYyacTo, HO 3aTO yX eCNn HayuHaeT NuTb, TO NbET Kak U3 Be-
Apa. BOT umMeHHO B TakOon AE€Hb U Ha4YMHAEeTCA Hawa ucrtopus.

Wen paoxab. OH wen, u wen, n wen, He nepecrasasn. [Jxum
lNyroBka cupen B KyxHe y rocnoxu Kaakc B €€ ManeHbkom A0-
muke. Tyt xe 6bina u npuHuecca Jiu Liu, kotopas npuexana
NOrocTUTb Ha KaHukynwel. Kaxablh pa3, npuesxas 8 MeanaHanio,
OHa CTapanacb nNpuBe3TU XXMMy Kakon-Hubyab Kpacuebii NOAAPOK.
OaHaxAbl OHa NpenoAaHecNa emy CTEKNAHHbIA Wapuk, B KOTOPOM
BMAHENCA KaKOW-TO KuTanckuin nensax. MoTpscews Takow wWapuk,
U B HEM HAYMHAEeT MATK CHer. A To oHa noaapuna [xumy spkui
6yMaxkHbIA 30HTUK OT CO/HLUA WAN elle — OYeHb YAODOHYIO TOYUAKY
B BUAE MANEHLKOro NOKOMOTHUBA.

B 371OT pa3 npuHuecca npuBe3na YyAeCHbIN KUTAWCKMIA ALUYeK
ANa pucosaHusi. N BOT Tenepb AeTU CMAENM 3@ CTONOM WU PUCO-
Banu. TyT e npucTtpounacb u rocnoxa Kaakc. Boapysus ouku Ha
HOC, OHa YuTana BCNYX KaKylO-TO TOACTYIO AETCKYI0O KHUXKY U Npu
3TOM ele yMyapsinacb O4eHb NOBKO LWWENKaTb Cnuuamu — oHa
Basana [xumy wapd.

Paccka3s, KOTOpbIA Kak pa3 Hadana yutatb rocnoxa Kaakc, 6bin
OYeHb YBNEKATENbHbLIM U WHTEPECHBIM, HO [1KUM BCE HUKaK He mor
COCPEAOTOUNTLCA U BPpEMSA OT BPEMEHU NOrNAAbIBAN B OKOLWKO, NO
KOTOpOMy cberanu cTpyiku AoXAf. [OXAb AUA TaK CUALHO, YTO
CKBO3b NeneHy BOAbl Aaxe He BUAHO 6blN0 XenNe3sHOAOPOXHOM
cTaHuuu Jlykaca, rae noj HaBeCOM, HAAEXHO YKPbITbIA OT CbipoO-
CTW 1 xonoAa, nof Haa3opom Kpuctu ctosn maneHbkun Makcuk.

Ho Tonbko He noaymaiTe, 4TO 3TO 6bIN TOCKAMBLIA AOXAb, Ka-
KOW 4acTeHbkO cnyvaetcs y Hac. Het, coBcem HaobopoT. [oxau
B Megnangnn 6binn Bcerga oyeHb Becenbimn. OHM co3aaBanu
BneyatneHne csoeobpasHbix BOAHbIX KOHUEpTOB. Kanau nuxo Ta-
pabaHunn No XeCTAHbIM KO3blpbKam, BbiOuBanu CnoxHole apobu
no xenobkam Ha kpbiwe. bynbkas, HeCAUCb roBOp/AUBLIE pyvenki,
KOTOpble, Monajas B rynkue BOAOCTOYHble TPyObl, 3Byyanu Kkak
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— bpp, Hy u noroaka! — ckasan flykac, Bxoas B AOM U OT-
pAXUBas C gypaxku Kanau BOAbl.

— [obpuit aeHb, Jlykac! — cuss BO BClO (PU3MOHOMMIO, NO-
yaoposancs xum.
— [Nobpuiit aeHb, konnera! — oteeTun Jlykac. MNpaBaa, Axum

He 3Han, Y4TO 3HauyuT 370 cnoBO. OH TONLKO MNOHUMAN, 4YTO Tak,
HaBepHOe, AONXHbLI NPUBETCTBOBATL APYr Apyra MalUHUCTHI napo-
Bo30B. OH nocmoTpen ykpaakon Ha /in Wu. UHTepecHo, obpaTuna
M OHa BHUMaHue Ha 370. Ho npuHuecca, ka3anocb, He ysuaena
inecb HU4Yero ocobeHHoro.

Jlykac nosgopoBanca c jpamamu, NOTOM Yycenca B Kpecno
U cnpocun:

— MoxeT 6biTb, Bbl YFOCTUTE MEHS Yallevykon 4Yas C XopolueWn
nopuuen poma?

— Hy koHeuHO, Jlykac, — oTO3Banacb TyT e rocnoxa Ka-
akc. — B Takyio norogy camoe noaxoasuiee Aeno — NuTb 4Yam.
Toraa He npoctyaunweca. Jin v kak pa3 npusesna uenyio Nayky
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OT60OPHOro KUTAMCKOro 4as. [NOTOYEeK poma y Hac, pasymeercs,
TOXe HanaeTcs Ans Bac.

Moka rocnoxa Kaakc pasnuBana 4yail, OT KOTOpPOro wen yau-
BUTENbHO BKYCHbIM 3anax, Jlykac ¢ UHTepecom pasrnsabisan pu-
CyHku aeteir. MNoTom OHU ybpann €O cTONa BCE PUCOBaNbHbIE
NPUHAANEXHOCTU, NOTOMY 4YTO BCe YyXe 6blN0 rotoBo K yato. lo-
cnoxa Kaakc npurotosuna He6ONbWONA ClOpNpU3 — OHa uUcnekna
6onblwylo pom-6aby 3010TUCTOrO UBETA, NOCHLINAHHYIO TOACTbIM
cnoem caxapHoi nyapol. O ToMm, 4TO 3Ta pom-6aba GykBanbHO
Tasna BO pTy, NMWHUA Ppas U roBOPUTb HeYero, Beab BCEM U3-
BECTHO, 4YTO rocnoxa Kaakc 6bina HenpeB3OWAEHHON macTepuuen
no 3TOW YacTu.

Koraa oOT yrouieHuMs He OCTanoCb U KpOWwku, Jlykac OTKUHYACS
B Kpecne u gocrtan csoto Tpybky, a [xum nocneaosan ero npu-
Mepy — OH BblHyN Ty TpybouKy, KOTOpyl0O nojapuna emy Ha no-
monsky Jln LWu. lNo-HacTosuwemy-t1o [XKum, KOHEYHO, HEe Kypun.
JNlykac otroBopun ero, o6bACHUB, YTO €CAM PAHO HayaTb KYpUTb,
TO TOoraa 3ameansetcs pocT. Axum eute 6bin BCe-TakuM NONOBUH-
KOW MOAAAHHOrO, U B €ro NaaHbl He BXOAMNO 3aCTPEBaTb Ha 3TOW
cTaauu.

Ha ynuue yxe Cryctuauco CyMepku, AOXAb MNOYTUX, B KyXHe
6bI10 TENNO U YIOTHO.

— Jln W, 5 paBHO yxe xoTen cnpocutb y Tebs, — ckasan Jly-
Kac, packypusas Tpybky, — a Kak Tam MoxuBaeT rocnoxa 3ybnep?
— OHa Bce ele norpyxeHa B rny6okuin coH, — oTBeTMNA
ManeHbkas npuHuUecca CBOUM MeBYYUM ronockom, — Ho y Hee

Tenepb TakoW cka3ouHbii Bua! OHa BCA CBepkaeT OT KOH4YMKa
XBOCTa A0 CamMOM Makyuwku, kak 6yaTo caenaHa M3 4MCTOro 30-
nota. Mana Benen NPUCTaBUTb K HER KPYrNOCYTOUYHYIO OXpaHy,
4TO6bl HMYTO HE NOTPEBOXUNO ee BoAwebBHOro cHa. OH npukasan
cpa3y xe CoobLuTb emy, Koraa ApakoHWA HavyHeT NPOCLINATLCS.
OH TOTHAC Xe AacT Bam 3HaTb 06 3TOM.

— OT1anyHo, — ckasan Jlykac. — Yxe Hegonro octanocb. OHa
Beab rosopuna, 4to Gyaet cnatb OAUH TOA.

— Mo pacyetam Hauwlero LlBeta YyeHOCTH, 3TO BaxHOe CobbITUE
AO/MKHO NPOU3OWATU Yepe3 TpU Heaenu U OAUH AeHb, — YTOYHUNA
Jin Wn.



— Toraa s nepBbIM A€NOM CMPOLWY Y APAaKOHLIM, OTKyAd MEHS

NOXUTUAKU nNupatel 3 YeptoBon [IOXWHLI U KTO A Takon, — cCka-
1an [dxum.
— [fla, Ja, 370 BaXHO Yy3HaTb, — B340xHyna rocnoxa Kaakc,

U roNoc ee 3By4Yan OY€Hb MeyYanbHo.

OHa 60snacb, 4To [lXum Torga Hascerga yeaeT u3 MeanaHaum,
{ 3HauYUT, OHa cHoBa ocTaHeTcs ogHa. C Apyroi CTOPOHbI, OHa,
KOHEYHO, NoHumana, 4to [xumy o06s3aTeNbHO HYXXHO BbIACHUTb
1aiMHy cBoero poxaeHus. [o3atoMy oHa Huuero 6onblue He ckasana,
TONbKO elie pa3 TAXENO-TAXENO B3JOXHYNA.

Motom [xum Joctan KOpobKy C urpamu, U BCS KOMNAHUS
npuHanace urpatb B «MenbHUUy», n B «Konnaukn», u B pasHbie
Apyrue urpei.

Kak Bcerga, uyauie BCex BbiUrpbiBana npuHuecca. B 3tom He
6bI10 HUYEro HOBOTrO, HO XXMM B AyLUE HUKAK HE MOr C 3TUM
npumuputeca. Jin LLun, KOHEYHO, eMy O4YeHb HpaBunacb, HO OHa
HpaBunach Gbl emy elie 6onblue, ecnn 6uina 6ui He Bceraa Takoii
noBko n cmekanucton. OH gaxe cornacunca 6ol en MHoraa nogj-
AaBaTtbCs, HO KyAa Tam noAjaBaThCsl, KOAU OHA U TaK BCE BpeMA
BbIX0AuNa nobeantenbHULENR.

Ha ynuue yxe coBcem CTEMHENO,
AOXAb npekpaTunca. HeoxuaaHHo
B ABEpb KTO-TO MNOCTy4an.

«KT0 6bI 3TO MOr 6bITH?» —
nogymana rocnoxa Kaakc u no-
wna oTkpeiBate. Ha nopore croan
rocnoguH [uaxakep. OH cno-
XUN CBOW 30HTUK, NOCTaBUA ero
B Yrofl, CHAN WANANY U NOKAOHUANCA.

— [fobpuin Beuyep, aob6puin Be-
yep BCeM npucytcTeyouium! A Buxy,
Bbl MNOCBATUAU CEroOAHAWHNA Beyep
urpam — HECOMHEHHO, 3TO BeCbma no-
ne3Hoe BpemAanpenpoBoxjeHune. 3Hae-
Te nun, niobesHble Apy3ba, A cugen y cebs
AOMA, U MHE CTano Kak-To OAWHOKO, W Torga ... ...
A nogyman: a He OyaeT nn c moeit CTOPOHbI
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CAUWKOM HEBEXNUBO, €CAU A MOMNPOWY Yy Bac paspeweHus npu-
COeAMHUTLCA K Balemy o6LiecTBy?

— OueHb aaxe BeXNMBO, Mbl Bam Bcerga pagsl, rocnoauH
Muaxakep, — ckasana NpuBeTAMBO rocnoxa Kaakc u nocrasuna
Ha cTon ewe OAHY Yawky. — Caautecb, rocnoavH lMuaxakep, —
npurnacuna OoHa rocta K CToNy, Hanueas emy 4ain u3 60nbLIOroO
ny3aTtoro YanMHuka.

— Cnacubo! — nobnarogapun rocnognH Nuaxakep. — A aon-
XEeH Bam NpU3HaTLCA, YTO nNocnegHee BPEeMA MEHA OYeHb MyyaeT
OAHA MbICAb, U MHe Obl XOTeNoCb y3HaTb Balle MHeHWe NO 3TO-
My Bonpocy. [leno 3aknioyaetrcs B cneayolwem. Kaxabin xutenb
MeanaHann 4em-To 3aHAT, a A — HeT. A TONbKO rynslo U Cy-
LLEeCTBYIO B Ka4yecTBe NOAAAHHOro. bonbwe Huyero. Bol, KOHEYHO,
cornacuTecb CO MHOIO, YTO Tak He MOXET MPOAONKATLCA BEYHO,
3TO HUKYAA He roauTCs.

— Hy uto BbI! — nepebuna ero rocnoxa Kaakc. — Mebl BCe
BaC OYeHb NOOUM TakKUM, Kakoin Bbl €CTb.

— VIMeHHO 3a 3TO Mbl Bac u nobum, — yTouHMNA NpuUHLecca.

— bnaroaapio Bac, Apy3bs, — cka3an rocnoAunH luaxakep, —
HO Takoe CyliecTBOBaHue, 6e3 BCAKOW UenM U CMbicnha, — 3TO
B KOHEYHOM CYETEe HEe MOXET Ha3blBaTbCi HOPMANbHON KWU3HbIO.
A mexay Tem A mory o cebe ckasartb, YTO YENOBEK A OYEHb Aaxe
06pa3oBaHHbIN, Y MeHS AOBONbHO XOPOLUWIA 3anac 3HaHWUM, TaK 4TO
NOPoOA A U CamM YAMBAAIOCL: YEro TONbLKO HET B moein ronose! Ho,
K COXaneHuio, MOU 3HAHUSA HUKOMY He HYXHbI.

Jlykac OTKUHYACA B Kpecne n 3aAyMyuBO BbiNYCTUA B NOTONOK
Heckonbko 6onbwux knyb6os Avima. NMomonyaB HEKOTOpPOe Bpems,
OH CKasan:

— A aymaio, rocnoauH lMuaxakep, Balm 3HaHUA o6a3aTenbHO
elle NoHagobaTcs.

B 3TOT cambli MOMEHT pa3fancs CTPallHbIA TPecK, U BCe OLy-
TUAN CUNBHBLIA TONYOK, KaK GYATO YTO-TO HAaCKOYMIO HA OCTPOB.

— Ounl — BocknnkHyna rocnoxa Kaaxkc u OT cTpaxa 4yTb He
BbIpOHWANA YanHUK. — Bbl cabiwann?

Nlykac yxe BCKOYMUN HA HOMM U, Ha XOAY HaTarusas ypaxky,
6pocun Axunmy:

— lMownu, apyxuuwe! Hapo nocmoTpeTh, 4TO Tam Takoe!
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Apy3bs nobexanu B ctopoHy Hoso-MeanaHaumn, oTkyaa npowuc-
XOAWN, KaK UM MOKa3anocb, TONYOK. [oxab XOTS U KOHYUACH, HO
Ha yauue ctosna HenpornsfHas TbMma, Tak YTO NPOLWAO KAakoe-TO
Bpems, Noka rnasa NpUBbLIKIN K TEMHOTE U CTaNn XOTb YTO-TO
pasnuuatb. C TpyaOM OHU pasrnsgenu, 4yto k 6epery npubunocb
HEYTO OYeHb H60NbLUOE.

— MoxeTt, 310 kUT? — BbICKa3an npeanonoxeHue [xum.

— Hert, cmoTpu, oHo He asuraetcs, — ckasan Jlykac. — Cko-
pee NOX0oXe Ha ManeHbKuin kopabinb.

— 3nl 3re-ren! — paspanca sapyr 4yen-to ronoc. — Ectb TYT
KTO-HUO6Yab?

— Ectb! — otknukHyncs Jlykac. — A koro Bam Hapo?

— 3TO cny4yanHo He MegnaHaus? — CnpoCUn TOT Xe ronoc.

— 370 HoBo-MeanaHauna, — yToyHun Jlykac. — A Bbl KTO?

— A noyTanboH, — xanobHO OTO3BaNCA roNOC € kopabnsa. —
U3-3a goxan A cOoBEpLIEHHO NOTepsan opueHTauuio. fla ewe Tem-
HOTULWIA Takas, 4TO Aanblie CBOEro HOCa HUYEero He BuAaTtb, BOT
A U HacKo4Yun Ha Bawl OCTpoB. MHe O4YeHb Xanb, Bbl YX U3BUHUTE
MeHs, noxanyicral

— Huyero cTpawHoro, — ycnokoun ero Jlykac, — BCe HOp-
manoHo. MNoaHUMaTEC K HAM, FOCNOAUH MNOYTaNbLOH!
— QJla s 6bl ¢ yaoBONLCTBUEM, — OTBETUA MOYTANbOH, — HO

Y MEHA uenbin Mewok nucem ans mawuHucta Jlykaca u [xuma
MyroBkn. OH Takoih TAXENbIA, YTO MHE OAHOMY €ro HU 3a 4TO
He AOoTalUTb.

Apy3ba nogHanucb Ha 60pT kopabna M NOMOrAU NOYTaNbOHY
cnycTuTe Melok. COBMECTHBIMU YCUAUAMU OHU KOe-Kak AoTawiuau
ero Ao Aomuka rocnoxu Kaakc.

Mellok NpaMo nonanca OT MHOTOYUCNEHHbIX nucem. N kakux
TYT TONbKO He 6bL10 hOpM, pa3mepoB, UBETOB, Kakue TO/bKO IK-
30TUYECKME MapKu He MenbKanau Ha KOoHBepTax, BeAb 3TU NUCbMA
npucnann apyseam u3 Uuaum, Kutasa, fepmanun, ¢ CesepHoro no-
nloca U 3kBatopa — Kopoue roBops, co Bcero csetal Hanucanu unx
AeTu, a KTo, Bpoae [Ikuma, He ymen cam nucatb, NPOAUKTOBAN
TEKCT B3POCALIM WAU NPOCTO HApPUCOBAN KapTUHKMU.

Bce oHM 6biIM HACNbIWAHB O NMPUKNIOYEHUAX ABYX Apy3eih U Te-
nepb, kenas y3HaTb Kakylo-HMOyab noapobHOCTL, npurnawanu
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Oxuma n Jlykaca B roctu, a HEKOTOpPble NUCanu NPOCTO Tak,
B 3HAK YBAXEHUN K MYXECTBEHHbIM MNYTELWECTBEHHUKAM.

HaBepHfika KTO-HUOYyAb U3 MOUX 4YuTaTeneid 3axodeT TYT y3HaTb:
a Aowno nn ero nucbmo? KoHeyHo, aowno. A mory 3TO 3acBu-
AETEeNbCTBOBATbL CO BCEA ONPEAENEHHOCTHIO.

A ewe B Mewke 66K NUCbMA OT Tex Ae€Tei, KOTOPLIX Toraa
Oxum n Jlykac ocso6oaunu Bmecte ¢ Jin WLn u3 apakoHbero
ropoaa.

— Ham HyxHO 6yaeTr obs3atenbHoO BCEM OTBETUTb, — CKasan
Nlykac.

— Ho Beab ... 2 He ymelo nucatb! — UcCNyraHHO BOCKAUKHYN
Oxnm.

— Qa, a8 u 3a6bin, — npobopmotan Jlykac. — [lpuaetcs, 3Ha-
YAT, MHE CaMOMY 3aHATLCA ITUM.

Oxum monyan. Bnepsble B XU3HM OH NO-HacToOAWEMY MOXa-
NeN, 4TO He yMeeT 4uTaTb, nucatb U cuutatb. OH rotoB 6bin yxe
ckazatb 06 3TOM BCAYX, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3fancs rofocokK
Jin Wn.

— Bot Buanwb! — ¢ HeKOTOpLIM €XMACTBOM CKasana oHa.

bonbwe oHa, npaBaa, Huuero He pobasBuna, HO yxe OAHOro
3TOro xBatuno, 4Tobbl y [kuma nponano BCAKOE XenaHue pe-
NMUTBCA CBOUMU MBLICIAMMU.

— Hy napHo, cerogHsa BCe paBHO yXe NO3AHO, — ckasan Jly-
Kac, — OTA0XWUM 3TO AeNo A0 3asBTpa.

— Torpa 2, noxanyi, oCTaHyCcb 34eCb U MNOAOXAY, NOKa Bbl
HanuweTte OTBETbl, — PELUN NOYTaNboH, — 4TOOL 3abpaTtb BCe
nucbma ¢ coboi.

— I70 oueHb niobe3HO C Baweih CTOpPOHb, — nobnarogapun
ero Jlykac.

— Ecnu Bbl HUYEro He MmeeTe NpPOTUB, — BMeLIANCA TyT B pas-
roBop rocnoauH MNMuaxakep, — TO A MOry Bam NpeanoxuTb nepe-
HoueBaTb y MmeHA. Ham 6yaeT o0 yem noroBopuTtb. Bbl kak no-
YyTaNbOH, HaBepHOe, xopowo pa3bupaetecb B reorpacduu, a 3Ta
Hayka meHsa Bcerga Heobbl4ainHO 3aHMMana.

— C yaoBOALCTBMEM, — PAAOCTHO COMNacUACA NOYTANbOH
U NOAHANCA, FOTOBLIA CNEeAOBaTb 3a rocnoAnMHOM [lluaxakepom. —
Xenao Bcem ap06poit Houu! HaBepHoe, O4EHb MPUATHO UMETH
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CTONbKO Apy3eil, — Cka3an OH euie HanocneAok, obpaliasch
K Jlykacy u [xumy.

— [la, — cornacunca Jlykac. — Beab npaBaa npuATHO,
Axum? — cnpocun oH ynbibascb. [kKMM KUBHYN B OTBeET.

— 3710 60nee yem NpUATHO! — BOCKAUKHYN rocnoauH Muaxa-
Kep. — 3To NpocTo uyaecHo! lobpow Houm, gambl u rocnoaa!

C 3TuMK cnoBamu OH BHILLEN HA yAuUUy M HanpasuAaCa K cBOe-
My Aomy. loyTanboOH nocnewunn 3a HUM, HO Ha NOpore euie pas
obepHyncs u ckasan:

— MHe oyeHb Heyao6HO, 4TO MOt kopabnb Hackoumn Ha Baw
OCTpOB. 3aBTpa YTPOM A HEMPEMEHHO MPUHECY CBOU WU3BUHEHUA
koponio AnbgpoHcy be3s YetBepTu [lBeHaauaTtomy 3a MpUUUHEHHOE
6ecnokoincTeo.

Mocne 3toro oH nobexan AoroHAaTb rocnoguHa luaxaxepa.
Nlykac TOXe noxenan BCEM CNOKOWHOW HOYM WU nowaran, ocras-
nas 3a coboit uenblit wneind Abima, K CBOEA XeNEe3HOAOPOXHOW
CTaHuuu, rae Noj HaBecom pAAoOM ¢ 6onbwum ToncToiM Kpuctu
MUPHO cnan manbiw Makc.

Ckopo BO Bceit MegnaHauu noracau orHu. Ee obutatenn Tuxo
nocanbiBanu B CBOUX NOCTENAX, HOYHOW BETEP LIENECTEeN B KPOHaX
AepeBbeB, U r4e-T0 PAAOM FAYXO WYMEN MOPCKOW npuboi.

FAABA BTOPAA,
8 xomopoli /[xcum uzobpemaem
xumpoymmbslii 6e3pasmepHuiill mask

Ha cneaylowee yTpo He60o 6biN0 BCce 0ONOXKEHO HU3KUMMU TYy-
yamu. [>KUM TONBKO 4TO NPOCHYNCA U TYT Xe BCNOMHUAN CBOW
CTPaHHbLIA COH, KOTOpbIA MPUCHUNCA €My 3TOW Houbio. byaTo
OH CTOUT MOA BLICOKUM-MPEBLICOKUM AepeBomM. N AepeBO 3TO
coBepleHHO 3a4axno, 6e3 eauHoro nucrtoyka. [axe kopa OT-
BaNMNacb, U BUAEH TONbKO rONbiA BLICOXWUA CTBOA, MO KOTO-
pOMY WAYT CNNOWHbIE TpelunHbl, Kak ObiBaeT OT MONHWUA. A Ha
CamMoi Bepxylke 3TOMO0 BbICOYEHHONO MepTBOro Aepesa CUAUT
Ha BeTKke HeBepoATHO OrpomHas NTuua. Bca oHa Gbina kakasa-To
obwunaHHas u BMA umena xankuit. MTuua He npousHocuna
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HW 3ByKa, TONbKO W3 rnas y Hee 6es
OCTaHOBKM KaTWUAUCb KpPYMHbIE CNe3bl,
pasmepomM ¢ ¢yT60nbHLIA MAY. [XKuUM
xoTen yxe 6bino ybexatb: oH 6osncs,
4yTO, KOraa cnesbl AgokanaloT AO Hero, TO
NONYyYUTCA HacTosllee HaBOAHEHUeE,

Ho Tyt 6onblias nTuua 3akpuyana:

— [xum Myroska! He y6erai!

OXUM, yAWBNEHHBLIA, OCTAHOBMUACSH
U cnpocun:

— Cnywan, nTuua, a oTkyaa Tbl MeEHS
3HaelWwb?

— Ho Tbl Begb mon apyr! — oTBeTuna
nruua.

— Yem xe s mory Tebe nomoub? —
COBCEM YXe ocmenen [>xum.

— [lMomoru mHe cnestb € 3TOr0 MepTBO-
ro aepesal — oTtseTuna ntuua. — MNHave
A nornbHy 3gecb. A Tak OAMHOKA, CTpaLi-
HO OAWHOKA.

— A pa3Be Tbl He MOXellb yneTeTb? —
yauwsunca [xum. — Tbi Beab BCe-Taku




— [XuUM, Tbl COBCEM HE y3Haelb MeHs! — XanobHO BOCKAUK-

Hyna ntuua. — Kak xe s mory nertarb?
— 3Haeuwsb, AaBai-ka Tbl NepecTaHewsb NnakaTb, — He 3Haf, 4To
Aenatb, ckasan [xum, — a 1O y Tebs Takue OrpomHble cnessl,

YTO A MOrYy B HUX NPOCTO 3axnebHyTbca. U TOoraa s yxe Hukoraa
e cmory Tebe NMOMOYb.

— AX, 4TO Tbl FOBOpPULLb, MOW Cne3sbl He 60/blue TBOMX, — BO3-
pasmna emy ntuua. — lMocmotpu kak cnepyer!

AXnM AenCTBUTENbHO NPUCMOTPENCS NONyYwe U, K CBOEMY
yAuBNEHWIO, OBHAPYXUA, YTO cnesbl, NpUBANXaACL K 3emne, CTaHo-
BUAUCb BCE MEHbLUE U MeHblue. A KOraa OH NOACTaBUAN NAAOLLKY,
10 MOYTU HUYEro He NOYYBCTBOBAJ, HACTO/NLKO KpowevHoin 6bina
CNne3uHka, Kotopas kak pa3s jgonetena A0 Hero.

— A k10 Thl, NTMUA? Ckaxu! — nonpocun [xum.

— [la npucmoTpucb nosHumarensHee! — orseTuna nNTuua.

N Tyt [Qxumy nokasanocs, 6yATO OH U BNpsiMb CTan BUAETb
KaK-TO AICHee, M TOrAa OH NOHAN, YTO Nepes HUM nniakana He
nrtuya, a rocnoguH Ka Jlano Ya.

Ha 3tom camom mecte [Ixum NpOCHYyNCs.

CoH He wen y Hero u3 ronosbl. [laxe koraa OH cCMAen BMecCTe
c /lu Wn n rocnoxoin Kaakc 3a 3aBTpakoOMm, OH BCe Bpemsa BCNO-
MUHAN O HEM.

— Tbl HAa MEHA He cepAauWbCA 3a BYepallHee? — cnpocuna
HakOHeL, ManeHbkaa NpuUHUecca, KoTopas yxe cama xanena, yto
Hayana noaapasHusatb [xuma.

— 3a BYepawHee? — paccesHHO cnpocun [xum. — A 4TO
rakoe?

— Ho Beab 7 Buepa ckasana tebe «BoT BUAMWbL», — HaNoOMm-
Huna emy Jin lu.

Ax, 3to! — cka3an [Oxum. — EpyHaa, nycTaku.

Tonbko Koraa K HUM npuwen Jlykac U CNpoCus, XOpowo AU OHU
cnann Houblo, [Ikum pacckasan CBOW CTPAHHBLIA COH.

Jlykac noyemy-TO HMKaK He OTpearMpoBan Ha ero pacckas, a Bce
CMAEN U NbIXTEN CBOeH TPYOKOWA.

— H-aa, rocnoauH JlaHb, rocnoguH JlaHb, — B 3aAyM4YUBOCTU
Npou3Hec OH. — f 4YacTeHbKO O HeM BCNomuHaio. Beab 6e3 Hero
Ham 6bl HW 3a YTO He BbLIOPATLCA M3 NYCTLIHW.
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— WHTepecHo, kak y Hero Tam gena? — npobopmotan [xum.

— Krto 3Haetr, — ortBetun Jlykac, — ckopee BCero, OH
no-npexHemy xuBeT cebe B ofMHOYECTBE Yy CBOEro oasuca.

3aBTpak 3akoHuyuncs, M rocnoxa Kaakc ybpana Bce co crona.
Moka oHu ¢ Jin Wn mbinn nocyay, Jlykac u [xum 3aHMManucb
nucemamu. Jlykac nucan, a [kum kak mor nomoran. Ha kaxaom
NIMCTKE OH PUCOBAAN YEPHYIO POXULY — 3TO BMECTO MOAMNUCU, —
MOTOM elle paccoBbiBaa NUCbMa MO KOHBEPTAmM W HawnenbiBan
mapku. Korga Apysbs 3aknennu nocnegHee nucbmo, y Jlykaca,
KOTOPbI BCE e Kak-HUKaK Obll MAWMHUCTOM W, CNeaoBaTesbHO,
4eN0BEKOM AOCTATOYHO CUNbHBLIM, pyka MPAMO-TakWM OTBa/MBaNach
oT nepeHanpaxeHna. A [>Xxum, KOTOPOMY MPULINOCL U3PAAHO MNO-
paboTaTb A3blkOM Ha 3akfeike U Hakfenke (3aknenka MHOroYmuc-
NEHHbIX KOHBEPTOB U HAKNENKA MHOIMOYUCNEHHbLIX MApOK), TONbKO
4YTO CO CTyNa He BajUACA OT YCTanoCTMu.




— [Asaawowkn gou! Ay n paboaka! — ckasan oH, OTKMAbLIBAACH
i CTyNle, XOTA HA CAMOM-TO Aefie OH XOTeN ckasaTb: «baTiowku
mon! Hy n pabotka»! Ho u3-3a TOro 4to y Hero fA3blk Npuaun
k Heby, OH NpOM3HEC Kakylo-TO HecycBeTuuy. EMy npuwnoch eue
W13 KaK cneayeT BbIYUCTUTL 3yObl U NPONOAOCKATb POT, MHAa4ye OH
e cmor 6l o6eaaTb BMECTE CO BCEMMU.

Mocne obesa NOABUACA NOYTANbLOH BMECTE C rocnoanHom Mna-
wakepom. OHU HaHecan BU3UT koponio AnbcoHcy bes YetsepTu
J/lneHaauaToMy, KOTOpbLIA MOPYYUN UM NPU3BaTb BCEX MOAAAHHbLIX
"o ABOpEL, Ha BbiCOYaNLWYO ayAneHUuto. YCnbilaB 3TO, BCA KOM-
IHUA OTNpaBuaacL BO ABOpeU,.

Koponb, B HEM3MEHHOM xanate kpacHoro 6apxara, ¢ KOPOHOM
I\ rONOBe M B KAetyaTbix Tanoykax Ha Horax, Boccejan Ha CBO-
M TpOHe. PAAOM C HUM Ha cneuuanbHOM CTO/NUKe, Kak Bceraa,
kpacoBanca 60nblwOK 3010TON TenedoH.
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— Mowu poporue nopaaHHbie! — ckas3an OH U nomaxan pykow
KaXxAOMy B OTAENbHOCTU. — [IpUMBETCTBYIO BaC U XENaw BCEM
BCEro camoro xopotuuero!

OT nopjaHHbIX B3AACA BbICTynaTb rocnoauH MNuaxakep.

— Mebl BCe NpuBETCTBYEM Bac, Balle BENUYECTBO, U XENaem
BamM Bcero Haunyvwero! lNo3sonbTe AONOXWUTL Bam, 4TO BalUU
noaAaHHble NpubbiM B NOMHOM COCTaBe W HUXaWle NPOCAT Bac
cka3aTb Balle KOpONEeBCKOE CNOBO.

— 3HauuT, TaKk, — Hayan KOpoOJib U 3aKaWNANCsA, 4Tobbl He-
MHOXKO cobpatbCsi C Mblcnamu. — [ledCTBUTENBHO, MOU AOpOrue
NoAAaHHbIE, MHE OYEHb Xanb, HO A AONXKEH NPU3HATLCA, 4TO NO-
BOA, KOTOPbIA 3acTaBUn MeHs cobpaTb Bac BCEX 34eCb, BeCbMa
cepbe3Hbiil. B U3BECTHOM CMbICne OH Aaxe...

TyT koponb CHOBaA NPUHANCA OTY4AAHHO KXeKaTb, pacTepAHHO
nepesoAs B3rNaA € OAHOrMo NOAAAHHOIO Ha ApYroro.

— Bbl x0TUTE Ham COO6WMUTL Kakoe-HUOyAbL pelieHue, Bale
BE/MYECTBO? — NpUwNa Ha nomoulb rocnoxa Kaakc.

— Hy pasymeetcs, xouy, — oTBe€TUN KOpo/ib. — Ho 3T0 He
Tak-T0 Npocto. MoToMy 4TO A, MeXAy NPOYUM, MPUHAN Uenyio
Ky4yy pelleHuin — TouHee, uenvix ABa. [lepBoe pelleHue kaca-

NOCb TOTO, YTO A PELWUN COOBWUTL BaM O CBOEM pELIEHUU. DTO
A, cnaBa bory, yxe caenan. C nepeBbiM peLIEHUEM MNOKOHYEHO.
Koponb ctawiun C ronosbl KOPOHY, AbIXHYN Ha Hee napy pas
N NPUHANCA CTapaTeNbHO Ha4ULLaTb €e PYKaBOM xanara, kKak 3TO OH
06bI4HO Aenan, Korga COBEPLUEHHO 3anyThiBaNCs B CBOUX COXHbIX
MBICIAX U TAHYN Bpems, 4To6bl BbiNyTaTbca obpaTHo. HakoHely OH
PELNTENLHBIM ABUXKEHUEM HAxXN06yunMN KOPOHY Ha rONOBY U 3asBUN:
— Mowu aparoueHHblie noaaaHHble! BuyepawiHUin MHUMAEHT C no-
uTOBbLIM KOpabnem nokasan, 4YToO Tak Aanbile NPOAOMKATLCA He
MOXeT. JTO CTaHOBUTCA CNULUKOM ONacHbiM. Ha nNpaBUTENbCTBEH-
HOM f3blKE 3TO Ha3bIBAETCA «CEPLE3HLIM MONOXEHUEM» U 060-
3HayaeT UMEHHO TO, YTO He MOXET TaK Aanbille NPOJOMKATLCA.
— A 4TO He MOXEeT TaK Aanbilie NPOAOMKATLCA, Balle Benuye-
CTBO? — nouHTepecoBancs Jlykac.
— A BeAb BamM TONLKO 4TO BCe pacrtonkosan! — B3AOXHYN KO-
pont AnbdOHC U AOCTan LIENKOBLIA HOCOBOW NNATOK, 4TO6LI CTe-
peTb NOT cO nba: AaBaTb ayAMEHLUW — BCE-Takn AENO HELIYTOYHOE.
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loaaaHHble TepnenuBo XAanu, noka koponb AnbOHC CHOBa
100epeTca € MBICNAMM.

-—— Bam Bce paBHO He pa3o6paTbCcsi B 3TOM CNOXHOM pene, —
HPOAONXKAN OH 4Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BPEMA, — CAUWKOM YX OHO
nenpoctoe. Ho B KoHUE KOHLOB, rnaBHoe, 4Tobbl A pasbupancs
1) BCEM, Ha TO A BCE-TakU U KOPOAb. 3HauuT, Tak, nMepBoe Mmoe
priveHne A Bam yxe coobuun, Hy a BTopoe OyaeT TakoBO: YTO-TO
IY)XXHO AenaTtb.

— A YTO HYXHO AenaTb? — OCTOPOXHO MOMBLITANCA YTOYHUTH
llykac.
— Ceitvac 7 Bce 06BACHIO, — cKasan kopoab. — 3¢ Ka Om

) B onacHocTu!

— [pocTute, 4TO B ONACHOCTU?

— 3¢ Ka Om JOH, — oTBeTun KOpoNb. — ITO Takoe cokpa-
lileHne. B npaBuTeNbCTBEHHLIX COO6LLEHUAX 06A3aTENbHO HYXHO
1101b30BaTbCA CcokpaweHnamn. OHo o3HavaeT: CoeaUHEHHOE KO-
ponesctBo Megnangum u Hoso-MeanaHauum.

— Ara, — orvo3Banca Jlykac, — u Novyemy xe OHO B onac-
HOCTU?

— Buepa, kak u3BecTHO, HebonbWON NOYTOBLIA KOpabab Bpe-
anca B 6eper HoBo-MeanaHAWM, HapylWMB Tem CambiM rocyaap-
( IBEHHYIO rpaHuUy, — NPOAOMXKUA CBOE pasbACHEHWE KOpPONb. —
A Bpe3ancs OH NOToMy, 4TO 6bin0 TemHO. PaHblwe, cay4anocs,
K HaM 3ax04Auan Bpems OT BpeMeHu nouytosble kopabau, HO ¢ Tex
0P, Kak Mbl YCTaHOBUAKU AUNnomaTuyeckne otHoweHua ¢ Kura-
¢M, Y Hac Hanaaunocb u perynspHoe napoxoaHoe coobuieHue.
MoyTn Kaxabln mecal K Ham npubbiBaeT 601bWON rocyaapcTBEH-
HbId kopabnb moero ysaxaemoro apyra lNyHr [mHra, umneparopa
kuTanckoro. CTpawHo noaymatb, 4To 6yaeT, ecnn OH B TeMHOTe
HaCKOYUT Ha rocypapCTBeHHYo rpaHuuy. UmMeHHO nostomy s npu-
HAN BTOPOE peLleHUe: HYXHO 4TO-TO Aenatsb.

— BepHo! — BocknukHyn rocnoAunH MNuaxakep. — ITO O4eHb
myapoe peweHune! [la 3apaBCTBYET Hall BbICOKOYTUMBLIA KOPOAb!
Ypa! Ypal

— MuHyTOUKy, — nNpepBan ero U3NUAHUA paccyauTenbHolin Jly-
kac. — Bawe BennyecTso, HO Bbl BeAb €€ HUYEro He CKasanu:
a 4To, COBCTBEHHO rOBOPSA, HYXHO AeNnatb?
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— [foporonn mon Jlykac, — € yKOPU3HOW B ronoce ckasan Ko-
ponb. — VIMEHHO Ans 3TOro s Bac Bcex U cobpan. Mbl AOAXKHBI
BMECTe 4TO-TO Npuaymatb. 1 BeAb HE MOry, B KOHLE KOHLOB,
TAHYTb BCE HA CBOMX Nneyax. 1 U Tak NO ropno 3aBaneH paboToi.
Aymaelib, 3T0 NPOCTO — MNPUHATL Cpa3y Uenbix ABa pelleHun?
JTO e BCe-TakM NOHUMATb HaAo.

Jlykac 3apgymancs Ha CeKyHAO4YKY, a NOTOM CNpoOCUN:

— A Kak Bbl CMOTpUTE Ha TO, 4YTODObI COOPYAUTb Y HAc mask?

— OT1anyHaa mbicnb! — BOCKNUKHYN rocnoauH luaxakep. —
ToNnbko HYXHO €ro cAenatb OYeHb BbICOKMM, 4TOObI kopabau yxe
n3paneka BUAENN €ero.

— Becb BONPOC TOALKO B TOM, — 03aBOYEHHO Ckasan KOponb, —
KyAa Ham NOCTaBUTb TakoW BLICOKMIA mask? Beab OH ponxkeH GbiTb
BHU3Y AOBO/NIbHO TOACTHLIM, MHA4Ye OH MPOCTO CBAAUTCA. A ANA Tako-
ro BLICOKOTO WU TOACTOrO Maska Y Hac MPOCTO-HanNpoOCTO HET MecTa.

— 3T0 BepHO, — 3aaymuuBo npobopmoTan Jlykac. — 3Hauwur,
Ham HYXHO NpUAyMaTb Takoh mask, 4Tobbl OH Gbln AOCTATOMHO
60NMblLIMM U BMECTE C TEM 3aHMMAN KaK MOXHO MEHbLLE MeCTa.

Monya cToann noajaHHble W B PacTepsHHOCTU rnajenu Apyr
Ha apyra.

— Tak He 6biBaeT, — npepsan Bceobuiee monyaHue rocnoAuH
Muaxakep. — Bcaknin npeametr moxet 6biTb MMb60 60nbLINM,
nmbo maneHbkum. CoyeTaHne NoAOGHLIX ABYX CBOWCTB He Mpea-
CTaBNSAETCS BO3MOXHbIM. JTO AOKA3aHO HayKoW.

Koponb AnbcdoHc be3 YetBeptn [BeHaAUATbIA TAXENO B3AOXHYA.

— Ho Beab 2 NpuHAN pelieHne, — € TPEBOron B ronoce ckasan
OH. — £l BeAb He MOry BOT Tak MPOCTO B3ATb U OTMEHUTb €ro.
JT0 HukyAa He roautcal PewieHue ecTb pelleHne, U 9 He Mmory
AONYCTUTb, YTOBbI OHO OCTANOCh HEBLIMOAHEHHLIM!

— OAaHako ecnn HU4Yero He noAnyvaetcda, — nonbiTanacb ype-
30HUTb KOpoNa rocnoxa Kaakc, — TO, MOxeT 6biTb, pa3ymHee
BCE-TaKW OTMEHWUTb Takoe pelleHue?

— O, 310 yxacHol — B oTuyasgHuMU 3akpuyan koponb. — Ha
NPaBUTENbCTBEHHOM fA3bik€ 3TO Ha3biBae€TCA KPU3UC, a KPU3UC —
3TO NOYTU TO Xe camoe, 4yTo pesoniouusl

— Kowmap! — 3anuHasce OT cTpaxa, NpobopmoTan rocnoAmnH
Muaxakep n nobneaHen. — Bawe Benuyectso! o3sonbTe MHe
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(1 UMEHMW BCEX BalMX NOAAAHHLIX 3aBEepUTb BacC, 4TO B 3ITOW pe-
NONIOUUU Mbl BCE, KaK OAWH, Ha Ballei CTOpoHe!

— bnarogapio Bac, 6narogapio! — otBeTMn KOpoab AnbgoHC
W YCTano MaxHyn pykon. — K cOXaneHuio, 3T0 HU4Ero He MEeHSEeT.
Kpu3nc ocraetcs Kpusncom. HTo xe MHe Tenepb aenatb?!

— A 3Halo0, YTO HYXHO Aenatb! — BOCKAUKHYN TYT [XuUM.

Bce B3opbl 06paTMANCL K HEeMy, M CKnaaku Ha o03aboyeHHOM
nue Koposs TYT Xe pasrnajuaunce.

— Bbl cabiwanu?! — ¢ Hapexaon B ronoce 3akpuyan oH. — Bel
cnoiwann?! OH 3HaeT, 4To HYXXHO Aenatb! CnosBo npepoctasnseTcs
/Ixumy [yroske.

— A Henb3a Au, — B3BONHOBAHHO 3artapatopun [xum, —
A HeNb3A NU NpUrNacuTb K Ham rocnoauHa JlaHs M nNonpocuUTb
¢10 nopabotatb maskom? OH 3aHMUMaeT Mano MecTa, HO uU3janeka
OH BbIFAAUT Kak OorpomHas 6awHs. Ecam 6bl OH HOYLIO BbIXOAWUA
« chOHapem u CTOAN Ha Camoil BeplunHe ropsbl, TO ero 66l BUAHO
OLINO yxe u3paneka. A xutb oH mor 6ul B HoBo-MeanaHauu,
¢CAM emy NoCTpouTb Hebonblioi Aomuk. N Toraa oH He Oyaer
O0oNblle TaKUM OAUHOKUM.

Ha MUWHYTYy BCe 3acCTbiiM Kak rPOMOM nopaxeHHble. [Mepsbim
larosopun Jlykac.

— [xum, ctapuHa! 3To npesocxogHas uaes! — ckasan OH.

— 370 60nblWe 4eM NpPeBOCXOAHAN MAEN, — YTOUYHUA FOCNOAUH
luaxakep, NOAHUMANA BBEPX yKa3aTe/bHbid naney, — 3TO NPOCTO
IeHnanbHas unaes!

— B niobom cnydae nnaH, NpAMO CKaxem, XOTb Kyaa! — BoOC-
KNUKHYA Jlykac U npoTaHyn [xumy cBOIO 60/blYyi0 YEpHYyIo ns-
1epHIO.

Apy3ba XxN0NHYAU NO pykam U PafOCTHO paccMesnucb. lMpuH-
iecca 6pocunach [kumy Ha Lielo U B Npuanse 4yBCTB Harpajauna
¢ro 3BOHKMM nouenyem, a rocnoxa Kaaxkc sce nostopsana:

— HerT, Bbl TONLKO NOAyManTe, 4TO 3a Manbuunk! BOT BbIAYMLUUK
kakoin! — WM B ee ronoce cavlwanacb ropAocTb 3a csoero [xuma.

Koponb AnbdpoHC NOAHAN pyKYy, Npu3biBas BCeX K CMOKOMCTBUIO,
W, Koraa nepsas 6yps BOCTOpra ynernacb, OH TOPXECTBEHHO Npo-
Bo3rnacun:

— [paBUTENbCTBEHHLIA KPU3UC MUHOBAN.
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— Ypa! Ypa! Ypa! — Bo3nukoBan rocnoguH lugxakep, noa-
6pacbiBas B BO34yX CBOW KOTENOK.

— [llpexae 4emM 5 NpUMy OKOHYaTeNbHOE pelleHue, — npo-
AOMKUN CBOIO peyYb KOPONb, — MHE HYXHO elie Koe-4yTo Yy Bac
yTouHuTb. Cyaa NO TOMY, YTO Ham pacckasbiBanun Jlykac un [xum,
3TOT cambii rocnoamH Ka JlaHb Ya — MHUMbIA BeaukaH.

— CoseplieHHO BepHo, — noateepann xum. — Mbl camu
ybeannuco B 3TOM.
— Xopowo, — ckasan kopoab. — 3HauyuT, OH CKpbiBaeTcs

B NycTbiHe, uMeHyemon Kpan Cseta, 4ns Toro, 4tobbi HUKOrO He
nyratb.

— WMeHHO Tak, — cHoBa noartsepaun Oxum u pobasun: —
HO OH O4YeHb MWUABLIA U NPUBETAUBLIA YesoBeK.
— OxoTHO Beplo, — Npoaonxan kopon.. — Ho ecnn OH no-

cenutca y Bac, Mbl camu He Byaem ero nyratbca? Kak Bbl NOHU-
maete, A 3abouycb npexae Bcero He o cebe, a o 6naronony4yuu
CBOUX MOAAAHHBIX.

Tyt cnoso B3an Jlykac.

— Bawe BesnnuyecTBo, — cKasan OH, — TYT BaM COBEpLUEHHO
He 0 Yyem HecnokouTbcsa. K cyactelo, MeanaHana HacTonbko mana,
YTO Mbl NPOCTO (PU3NYECKU HE CMOXEM BUAETb rocnoguHa JlaHs
usganeka. A B6aU3N OH BLIFNAAUT COBEPLUEHHO HOPMAsIbHBIM Yeno-
BEKOM, Kak Bbl U A. M3ganeka oH 6yaeT BuAeH TONbKO Kopabnam,
M 3TO Kak pa3 O4YeHb yAo06HO, YTO ¢ 6ONbLIOrO PaccTOAHUA OH
kaxeTcs 60nbWIMM, OCOBEHHO HOMBLIO, BEAb Mbl NpUrnaliaem ero
paboTtate MaskoMm.

— Hy nagHo, ecan Tak, — monsun koponb AnbcgoHc bes Yert-
BepTu [iBeHapuartbih, — TO A nosenesalo AOCTaBUTb rOCNOAWHA
NaHa cioga.

— A 3TO 3HauuT, cTapuHa, — ckasan Jlykac, obpawascb k [xu-
My, — nopa Ham cHoBa cobupartbcs B NyTh.

— OmanyHo! — oto3Banca [xum, ynbibasce BO BeCb poT.

— Ax Tbl boxe mo#! — axHyna rocnoxa Kaakc, BcnnecHys
pykamu. TosnbkO Tenepb OHa OCO3HanNa, K Yemy BCe 3TO nNpuse-
no. — Heyxenu Bbl CHOBa HaAymanu OTNpaBuUTbCA B o4vepeaHoe
onacHoe nytewecTtsue?! OnATb UckaTb NPUKAIOYEHUIA?!

— [loporas rocnoxa Kaakc, — C Nnerkom ycMeLlKoOW ckasan
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llykac, — ppyroro BbixOj4a Y Hac HeT, Beab rocnoguH flaHb He
NPMAET K Ham Cam.

— O6bsBAAI0 ayAMEHUUIO 3aKOHYEHHOW, — NPOBO3rNacun Ko-
pONb.

OH noxan Bcem NOAAAHHLIM PYKWU, U MNOHTANLOHY TOXe, Mo-
(ne dYero 6naropogHoe cobpaHue nokuHyno asopeu. OcCTaBWMUCH
OANH, koponb AnbcdoHc be3 YersepTu [BeHaauathlit CO B3JOXOM
00neryeHMs OTKUHYNCS Ha MATMKUX MNoAywkax TpoHa. MHorouuc-
NCHHbIE pelleHUsi, MPUHATBIE UM, a TakKXe NPaBUTENbCTBEHHbIA
KpU3UC 340pOBO MU3MOTanu ero. Ho koraa OH NpUKpPLIN rnasa,
1106bl COCHYTb 4acOK-APYroi nocne npaBeAHbIX TPYAOB, €ro AULO
neipaxxano HeobbluaitHOe yaOBNETBOPEHME M Ha YyCTax urpana
OnaxeHHas ynbibka.

FrNABA TPETHA,
6 KOTTlOpOﬁ CHO8AQ HaYuUHaemca
nymeuwecmseue 8 Heu3eeodaHHoe

Koraa BCS KOoMNaHuUA yxe cuaena B KyxHe rocnoxu Kaakc, nouy-
1ANbOH CKa3an:

— A BUXY, C MMCbMamu Bbl Yxe cnpasuauce. Bonpoc ¢ maskom
10Ke pelnncs. 3HAYUT, 8 MOTy YXe exarThb.

— A B KakOmM Hanpas/ieHUM Bbl HamepeHbl cenyac NNbiITb? —
(npocuna rocnoxa Kaakc. — He cobupaetecb nu Bbl CAy4ainHO
(nayana B Kutan? Torga Bbl mornu 6wl 3axsaTuTb ¢ coboin [xmnma,
llykaca u Jiu Wn. Mue 6bino 661 Tak ropasao CNOKOMHee.

— A 6bl c 6onbWKMM yAOBONLCTBUEM B3SN BCex ¢ coboi, —
O1BETUA nouTanboH. — Ho, K coxanenuio, B 6anxaiiee Bpems
n He 6yay y 6eperoB Kutas. MHe HyXHO cHayana Ha KaHapckue
(CTpOBa — AOCTaBUTL MUCbma U 3abpaTb HECKONbKO KaHapeek,
KOTOpble XAYT, 4Tobbl 5 OTBE3 UX K POACTBEHHUKam B lapu.

— A u4t0 Takoro, Jlykac?! — Bmewancs B pasrosop [xum. —
llodemy 6bl Ham CHOBa He noNAbITb Ha Kpuctu?

— M, — 3aaymMunBo xMblkHYN Jlykac, — S HUYEro He MMeEIo
poTuB. TONBKO BOT He 3Hal0, NOAXOAALLEE AN 3TO CPeAcCTBO
nepeasuxenns ana Jiu Wn?
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— [fa, pencrButensHo, — cornacunca [xkum u BONPOCUTENbHO
nocmotpen Ha Jin Wwu.

ManeHbkas npuHuecca He 3Hana, kak 6biTb. KoHeyHO, el OYeHb
XOTEeNOCh pa3oyeK MpOKaTUTLC Ha KpuUCTU no moplo, HO, C Apyroin
CTOPOHbI, OHa CcTpawHo 6o0snace OTNPaBAATLCA B Takoe PUCKO-
BaHHOe nyTewecTsue. A 4TO, ecnan HadyHetcs wropm? U y Hee
6yaer mopckas 6onesHb? A BAPYr Kakoi-HubOyAb 340pOBEHHBIN
KUT BO3bMET M NPOrNOTUT NOKOMOTUB CO BCEMU Naccaxupamu?
Nnn ewe xyxe: Bapyr Kpuctu no popore nonyuut npobouHy
U NonaeT Ko AHY?

TbiCAYM CTPALIHBIX KAPTUH OOPYLIMAUCL HA NpUHUECCY, KaK TOb-
KO OHa CcTana AymMaTb O TOM, YTO C HUMMU MOXET MPUKNIOHUTLCA
B nyTu. MNo3atomy oHa 6naropasymHo ckasana:

— Co6cTBEHHO rOBOPS, MHE COBEPLIEHHO HEe XOo4YeTcs BO3Bpa-
warbca B Kutan. Y mMeHs BeAb €lle MHOTO AHEA A0 KOHUA KaHWUKyA.

— [llpasunbHo, Jin Wu! — noagaepxana ee rocnoxa Kaakc. —
OcraBaitcs-ka Tbl nydwe 3aecb! Mo kpaiHen mepe s Torga He
6yay OAHa, a Tbl MOMOXELb MHe YMNpaBAATbCA C NABKOWA.

MoutanboH TeEM BpeMEHEM 3aCyHyn BCE MUCbMa B MeWOK. [xum
n Jlykac nposoaunu ero A0 npuyana. Tam OHM NONPOLLANUCH,
U NOYTaNbOH MOMALIN NO CBOUM AENam.

Koraa noutoBbii kOpabnb ckpbincs W3 BUAY, APy3bs OTNpaBU-
NNCb HA XXENEe3HOAOPOXHYIO CTaHuuio, 4Tobbl NMOCMOTPETb, Kak
Tam Kpuctn n Makcuk.

AXUM C HEXHOCTbIO noxaonan CBOW NAapoBO3WMK NO KOTAY M,
MOBEPHYBWNUCL K JlyKacy, KOTOpbI CMOTPEN Ha HUX C NAcKOBOWM
ynbibkoi, cnpocun:

— [lo-moemy, € nosaByepalHEro AHA OH €ie HEMHOXKO noa-
pOC, Kak Tbl cuuTaelb?

— H-pa, — oto3Bancs Jlykac, He Bbinyckas Tpybky u3o pra. —
OH 3p0poBO BbiMaxan. A kak mbl noctynum ¢ Makcukom? Beab
Hac Bce-Taku Aonro He 6yaert.

— Tbl Aymaelb, Mbl MOXeM B3STb ero ¢ cobor? — cnpocun
Axum.

— Kak xouews, — ortBeTun Jlykac. — B koHUe KOHUOB, 3TO
TBO NapoBo3. Tbl BeAb 3HAEWb, YTO MNyTEWeCTBUE MOXET ObiTb
O4YeHb onacHbiM. A Makcuk BcCe e eile Manbill.
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Axum B3aOXHYN. EMy TpyaHO 6bINO HA YTO-TO PELUINTLCS.

MoaymaB HEMHOXKO, OH HeyBepeHHO cka3an:

— A MOXeT, 3TO U HEennoxo, ecAu OH yXe B TakOM BO3pacTe
HPUBBIKHET K MPUKAIOYEHUAM.

— Xopowo, — He cTan ¢ HUM cnoputb Jlykac, — Toraa 6epu
®10 C cobo.
— Korpga mbl oTnpasnsemca? — cnpocun [flxum. Jlykac no-

(MOTpen Ha Hebo. Yxe co cpeabl Ayn YCTOWYUBLIA BeTep, KOTO-
puii NOCTENEHHO Pa3roHAN NNOTHble YepHble Tyun. Koe-rae paxe
nMaHeNucb Kycoukun ronyboro Heba.

— Houb 6yaer fAcHoi, — pewnn Jlykac, KOTOpbIA 3HaA TOAK
I rakux Bewiax. — BeTep noaxoAAWMA — HE CAUWKOM CUNbHLINA
W He canwkom cnabuiin. [lymalo, 4TO Ham He CTOWUT TepaTb Bpe-
MCHU AapoMm. [lBuHemcsa ceroagHs Beuepom. He Bo3paxaels?

— NMopsaaok! — oTto3Banca [xum.

— OT1amnuno, — ckasan Jlykac. — Toraa aasai cobuparbces.

N oHu npuHanuce 3a aeno. MNoka Jlykac rotoBua nakaio U CMo-
ny Ana 3ajenku wenen, Axum cberan k rocnoxe Kaakc, 4Tobbl
npeaynpeants ee o6 otbesge. Taxeno B3Abixas, rocnoxa Kaakc
nmecte ¢ Jiu Wun yknagbiBana [kumy B ploK3a4yok Tenable BELM,
11066l TOT He NPOCTyAWMNCHA, a ele OHa 3acyHyna Tyaa AecaTb
HOCOBbLIX MAAaTKOB, 4TOObI emy OblI0 BO YTO CMOPKAaTbCA; KPOMeE
10rO, CBEPXY OHa MNONOXWUNA MBINO, MOYaNKy, WETKY U MNanouku
( BaTKoM, 4TOOLI ee manbuuk He 3abbiBan NO yTpam U Bevepam
yMbIBATbCA, YNCTUTL 3y6Obl M ywn. A BOT KOpobky c urpamu, 6e3
KOTOpbLIX Tak MAOXO BO BpPEMA AOAroro nNyTewlecTsus, oHa epsa
ne 3abolna ynoxutb. Xopowo, Jiu Wu BoBpemsa cnoxsaTtunacs.

AXUmM Tem BpeMeHemM BEpHYNCAa Ha cTaHuuio u, noka Jlykac
apavsan wenu y Kpuctu, B3sncsa 3a csoero Makcuka. Tak xe,
KdK TOrAa, Koraa OHW nepsbin pa3 nnasanu B Kutan, Apysbs 3a-
KPbiAUM KPENKO-Hakpenko BCe ABEPU U OKHA, 3aTKHYAU BCe Lienu
naknei M 3amasannm Ux CMONON, 4YToObI HU OAHA Kanenbka He Mpo-
(0Yyunacb. 3aTeM OHWU CMYCTUAM BCIO BOAY U3 KOTNOB, NOTOMY 4TO
10/IbKO NYCTblE NOKOMOTUBbI MOFYT XOPOLLO AepXaTbCA Ha nnasy,
nanogobue nyctoix 6yTuinok. Moa koHeuw Jlykac npu nNomoLm
Jxuma yctaHoBMA Ha KaBUHKE MALMHWUCTA MadTy, a KOraa € 3TUM
ObiNO NOKOHYEHO, HaTAHYN napyca. Makcuky OHWU He CTanu Aenartb
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MauTy, pewwus, 4yTo nyywe 6yaer, ecan Kpuctu npocto BO3bMeT
ero Ha 6ykcup. MpuuenuTb ero NPoOYHbLIM KaHaTOM — U TOrAa OH
HUKyAa He AeHeTcs.

Koraa ppy3ba 3akOHYMAM NOCAEAHUE NPUrOTOBAEHUA, HA ynuue
yxe cmepkanocb. OHU Kak cneayeT BbiMbIW PYyKWU, KOTOpble BCe
66l B cmone. TyT yX NpPUWANOCE B3ATb CNeunanbHoe mawm-
HUCTCkOe MbINo Jlykaca. 3aTem OHU nownun Kk rocnoxe Kaakc, rae
cobupanucb Hanocneaok YIOTHEHbKO MOYXUHaTb. [oka HakpbiBa-
A Ha cton, Oxum cberan k cebe B KOMHaTy, GbICTPO HaTAHYA
csoi ronyboit kombuHesoH u goctan ¢ypaxky. Koraa sce cenm
yXuHaTb, [XXUM OT HeTepneHns efBa MOr YyCUAETb Ha MecTe, He
roBops yxe 0 TOM, 4TOObl TONKOM MOECTb.

— [XUM, He BepTUCb, eWb Kak cneayeT, a TO BCe OCTblHEeT
U Tbl UCNOPTUWDL ele cebe Xenyaok, — He ycTaBana NOBTOPATL
rocnoxa Kaakc.

B atoT Beuep rocnoxa Kaakc 6bina monuanmsee, yem 0O6bIY-
Ho. OHa cuaena kakas-TO NpUTUXLWIAA, M C €e NMua He CXOAUNO0
BbipaxeHue o3abouyeHHoCTU. peacTosllee nyTewecTBue O4YeHb
6ecnokonno ee, U THICAYN BCEBO3MOXHbLIX CTPaxOB HANOAHUAU ee
Aob6poe cepaue.

ManeHbkas npuHUecca 3a BCe BpemMA TOXE He NPOPOHUNA HM
3ByKa, TOALKO CTaHoBWANacb Bce 6neaHee n 6neaHee. OHa cmoTpe-
na Ha [xuma 60nblIMMK rnasamu, B KOTOPbIX 3acCTblna TpeBora,
U C TPyAOM caepxuBana cnesbl. A BApYyr oHa 6onbie HUKOrAa
He yBuaut [xuma? Yto xe c Heir 6yaer, ecnu ¢ HUM 4TO-HUOYAb
cnyuutca? Beab oHa yxe umena cnydyan ybeauTbCcs ewe TOrAa,
KOrAa OH npuiien ocBob6OXAaTh ee U ApYrux AeTei U3 ApPakOHLEro
ropoaa, 4to XXMM HU4ero He 6GOUTCA U CMENO MAET HaBCTpeyy
noboin, Aaxe camoi CTpawHOW OMNacHOCTU.

Mocne yxuHa BCe MNOWAAN K XENE3HOAOPOXHOW CTaHLUuuW, rae
cToanum oba NOKOMOTMUBA C 3aApPaeHHbLIMU LLENAMU, FOTOBLIE K OT-
npaske. Betep yxe Hagyn 6onbwoin napyc Ha Kpuctu, k kOTOpomy
ANMHHLIM MNPOYHLIM KaHaToM 6bin npukpenneH Makcuk. Jlykac
HBIPHYN B TEHAEpP, KOTOPbIA Tenepb CHOBA CNYXWN BXOAOM B Ka-
O6MHY MalMHKUCTA, U 3aTalun BCce Belwn: piok3ak [xkuma, Ten-
nole ogesna, kopobky c urpamu u Bcskoe Apyroe. Ha ceit pas
OH pewun npuxBatuTb C coboi elwe U Becna, Tak, Ha BCAKUNA
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«nyyarh. Camo coboit pasymeertcs, rocnoxa Kaakc npurortosuna
um B gopory 6onbwoit naker 6ytepbpoaos, AIOKWUHY KPYTbIX AuL
W NPOYUE CLECTHbIE NpuUnacel — Bce 3TO Jlykac TOXe CNOXun
n kabuHe. CnpaBuBLUUCL C 3arpy3Koi, Apy3bs NOATAHYAU Kpuctu
k 6epery u cnyctunum ero Ha BoAy. MakCUK MMIOXHYACA Cneaom
Wl HUM. 3aTemM OHM NpPUIIBApPTOBaNW BPEMEHHO CBOM MNApPOBO3bI-
11apoxXoAbl K nupcy.

TyT Ha npuyane nossuncs kopons AnbcoHC be3 YetBepTu
JlneHaguaTein B conpoBoxAeHnn rocnognHa MNuaxakepa. Koponb
noxan pyky cHadana flykacy, notom [xumy u ckasan:

— Mou rnybokoyBaxaemsle nogaaHHoie! 1 HeobblvyainHO B3BON-
nosaH! 1 paxe He MOry Bam Bblpa3uTb TO, HACKONLKO A B3BOJIHO-
"iH. 1 B3BONHOBAH HACTO/IbKO, YTO HE B COCTOAHWUU NPOAONXKATb
roBoputb. MpocTUTe MeHsA, HO s nydwe 6yay monyatb. ToNbko
eile OAHO cnoBo A xoTen 6bl Bam ckasaTb Ha npowanue: Co-
¢/IMHEHHOE koponescTBO MeanaHaun n Hoso-Meananauun c rop-
JOCTbIO B3upaeT Ha Bac! MNMomHute 06 3TOM M He yaapbTe B rpssb
nmyom!

3akoHYMB CBOE npoulanbHoe HanyTCTBUE, KOPOAb CHAN OYKH
W CTan nNpoTupaTb CTEkNa HOCOBLIM NNATKOM, MNOTOMY YTO OHMU
HOAO3PUTENLHO 3anoTenu.

focnoxa Kaakc obHsna [lxuma, Kpenko pacuenosana ero
W ckasana:

— [xum, moi goporoin maneunk! byab OCTOpOXEH, CAbiWMULL?
N He 3abbiBait cneantb 3a coboi, xopowo?! Obeulan mHe.

TyT oHa nNpuHAnace nnakartb, U, rNAa8 Ha Hee, J/in LLUn He BbI-
jAepxana u polgas 6pocunace [xumy Ha Lweio.

— [Oxum, poporon [xum! Bosspawaics ckopee! Bosspaiyait-
1ece ckopee! A1 Tak 6olock 3a Bac! — rpomko BcxauneiBas, ro-
1opuna OHa.

NocneaHum B3an cnoso rocnoauH Muaxakep:

— £ xoTen 6bl cambim pelunTensHbiM 06pasom noaaepxartb 3Ty
npocbby — BO3BpaLLaiiTeck ckopee!

Cka3aB 3TO, OH TOXe AOCTan HOCOBOW NNATOK U OCHOBaTENb-
1o Bbicmopkanca. OH CMopkanca AONMO U CTapatenbHo, 4TOObI,
ne pan bor, HUKTO He 3ameTun, Kak ropbkO €my paccraBaTbCs
( APY3bAMM.

27



Jlykac BbINYCTUN HeCckoNbko kny6oB Abima M npobacun:

— He Hapo BonHoBaTbCA, Apy3bsa! Mbl niogu GbiBansie, BCAKOe
BUAbLIBANU, U HUYErO C HaMKU A0 CUX NOp He cTpAacnocb. JlagHo,
Axum, ctapuHa, Ham nopa!

N oH 3awen B BoAy, 4To6bl OTTyaa 3abpatbcs Ha Kpuctu. [xum
nocneaoBan ero Npumepy M yxe vepes MUHYTYy Obin Ha Kpbile
KabuHbl mawwuHucTa. lMyTewecTBEHHUKM OTAANN LWBAPTOBLI, BETEp
Hagyn napyca, CKpunHyna mauta, U yAUBUTENbHbIK kopabnb ¢ no-
KOMOTUBYMKOM Ha Oykcupe TPOHYACA B NyTb.

MpoBoxaloline maxanm UMM BCnesj HOCOBbIMU NnaTkamu U Apyx-
HO Kpuyanu:

— Jo cBuaaHus! Bcero xopowero! byabte 3a0posbi! Jo6poro
nyTu! Bo3spatantecb ckopee!







Axum n Jlykac Toxe maxanm Um B OTBET;, OHW Maxann Ao Tex
nop, noka MeanaHaus BMmecTe C ee ABYMs pasHokannbepHbimu
BEPLUMHAMKN Ha FOPWU30OHTE COBEPLUEHHO HE CKPblnacb W3 BUAY.

3axoasiuiee CONHUE OTpaxanoch B HeckpaiHUX BOAAX OKeaHa,
pacnpocTepluerocs nepes HUMU, W OT 3TUX 30/M0TUCTBIX Ny4yent
3aKaTHOro COMHLUA NPOTsHYNachb C 3anaja Ha BOCTOK CBepKalowias
AOPOXKa, NOCPeAU KOTOPOW ABMranncb, paspesas MOPCKYIO rnaab,
cLuenNeHHble IOKOMOTHBSI.

Jlykac nonoxun pyky [Jxumy Ha nneyo, u Apy3bs CMOTpenw
Ha MepLaiowyio CBETOBYIO AOPOXKY, UYTO BAekna ux 3a coboio
KyAa-TO Bnepea, B HeBegOoMble fanu, ObiTb MOXET, ONATb K HOBbIM
3eMNAM W CTpaHam — HUW OfHa Aywa He 3Hana, kysa npusegeTt
MX 3TOT NyTb.

FAABA METBEPTASA,
8 Komopoll dpy3ba 3a800am HO80e YyousumenbHoe
3HaKomcmeo, aacmasusulee UX OMKAOHUMbCA
om u3bpaxHoz20 kypca u 3aiimu 8 Bapsapckoe mope

Yxxe AaBHO Ha Ha Hebe nosBuauCb 3Be3Aabl, a ApPY3bs BCE cuaenw
Ha Kpblle cBOero napoBo3a-napoxoda W 6ontann o Tom O cem.
— WHTepecHo, 4To cKkaxeT rocnoauH Ka JlaHb Ya, koraa ysu-

AUT Hac cHoBa? — pasmbiwnan scnyx [xum. — ObpagyeTca OH
WAn Het?

— KoHeyHO, ob6paayeTcs, S HUCKONbKO HE COMHEBAIOCh
B 3TOM, — cka3an Jlykac, ynoibasce. — BoT TONbkO xoTen Obl
A 3HaTb, KaK Ham NonacTb kK Hemy?!

— Ax pa, sepHo! — BOCKAUKHYN [lxum. — Mbi Begb HE MO-

Xem Tenepb exatb yepe3 JlonmHy Cymepek, Tam Tenepb 3asan.
A n 3a6bin 06 3TOM.

Bua y Axuma 6bin 4OBOALHO UCNYFaHHLIA.

— H-pa, — npobypyan Jlykac n B 3aAyM4nMBOCTU BbLINYCTUA He-
CKONbKO KNy6oB Abima. — B 3TOM-TO M 3arBo3gka. Ho Bce paBHoO,
noka Mbl B MOpe, Ham Huyero He pewnTb. Tak 4TO AasBan cHavana
Aobepemca A0 MecCTa, a Tam NOCMOTpUM. YTo-HUbyab npuaymaem.
Kak-Hubyab BbiKpyTUMCS.
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— [la yx HaBepHoe BblkpyTUMCH, — cornacunca [xum. Mon-
44 CMAENIU OHU U CMOTPenu, Kak B3owna Ha Hebe nonHaa nyHa
W cepebpuUCTbIi CBET pasnuaca NO MOPCKOW NOBEPXHOCTU. B ner-
KOW AbiMKe HaJ BONHAMM KPYXMUNCA HEXHbLIN BETEepoK, urpas
1YMaHHbIMU TEHAMU, KOTOPLIE OH MEPEroHAN C MecTa Ha MecCTo
W 3acTaBNAN MEHATb CBOU NPUYYANUBLIE OYEpPTaHUA.

— [Jlobpeolii AeHb! — nocabiwanca BAPYr Yei-TO NeBy4uit rono-
(0K, HaNnoOMWHaBLWWUA TUXUA Nneck BONH. — Wau TouyHee — po-
Opoin Houwm!

Nlykac v [IXuUM yaMBNEHHO CTann O3UpPaTbCA, HO HUKOrO HEe
06HapyXunu.

— Kro 3710? Hukoro He Bupate! — ckasan Jlykac.

— [fla TyT 2, TyT, — nponen ronocok rae-To COBCEM PAAOM. —

Hy, npurnagurtecb, 8 mawy Bam pyKOW.

Apy3ba cmotpenn Bo BCe rnasa. CaHTUMETP 3a CaAHTUMETPOM
obwapnBanu OHU B3rNAAOM MOPCKYIO MOBEPXHOCTb. Bapyr [xkum
1IMETUN MaNeHbKYylo NajoLKky, KoTopas Topyana u3 Bogbl. OH no-
Ka3an Ha Hee Jlykacy. U TyT Apy3bs yBUAENU COBEPLUEHHO SACHO
W OTHETAINBO KPOLLEYHYIO AEBOYKY, KOTOpas 6bina He 6onblue, Yyem
pyka Axuma. Y Hee 6bINO XOPOLEHbKOE AUYUKO, TONLKO fnasa
HEMHOXKO 6onblesatbl, Aa poT, NOXanyh, BEAUKOBAT, Aa U HOC
ManocTb noAgkavan — OAHU AbIPKU, — TakK 4YTO BCEé BMeCTE 3TO
npuaasano e cxoacTso ¢ puiboit. CepebpsHble Bonoch 6Hecno-
PRAOYHO TOpYanu B pasHble CTOPOHLI, CAOBHO Ha ronoBe y Hee
POCAU He BOAOCHI, a HacToawuin 6ypbaH. Ko Bcemy npovemy, Bme-
(TO HOT y AeBo4ku 6bln pbibuit xsoct. Ho 6onbwe Bcero flykaca
w Axuma nopasuno Teno pycankum — a B TOM, YTO Nepej HUMU
pycanka, nyTewecTBEHHUKU HU MUHYTBI HE COMHeBanucb. Ee Teno
ObINO MOYTM YTO MPO3PayHLIM, U CO34aBaNOCL BneyatneHue, HyaTo
OHa BCA COCTOUT M3 3€NeHOBATOro CTyAEHWUCTOro Bewectsa. Bor
NO4YeMy pycanky Tak TPyAHO 6bINO pa3nuuute B BOAE.

— [lo6pbiit Beyep, — NpUBETAUBO cka3an ei Jlykac. — Kakoi
y Bac NpenecTHbin XBOCT, YyAeCHas He3Hakomka!

— Bam npasaa HpaBuTCA? — NOAbLLEHHAA, CNPOCUNA pycanka.

— Ewe kak! — BexnuBo noartesepaun Jlykac. — lloucTuHe
)TO Camblii Kpacusblii XBOCT, KakOW MHe A0BOAUNOCH BUAETL
y IOHbiX aes!
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Pycanka 3anunacb BecenbiM CMexXOM, KOTOpbI HanOMUHaN NNECK
ManeHbKUx BONH Ha nnaxe B MeanaHauu.

— A no3BONbLTE BAaC CNPOCUTb, Kyaa 3TO Bbl HanpaBnsfeTechb?
MoxeT 6biTb, Bbl GeaHble xepTBbl KopabnekpyweHus? — ¢ He-
CKpbIBaéMbIM I06ONBITCTBOM CApOCMAa pycanka.

— O Hert, HeT, munas gama, — ¢ ynbibkoit ycnokoun ee Jly-
Kac, — Mbl coBepwaem nyrtewecrsue B Kutan u pganbue.

— AX BOT OHO 4To! — ckasana pycanka. — A NO3BO/NbTE MHE
CNPOCUTb: 4TO 3TO y BacC 3a CTpaHHbiA kopabnb?

— 3J70T kOpabnb 3o0Betcs Kpuctu, — otBetun Jlykac, nonbi-
xuBas TpybkOW, — XOTA Ha CaMOM Jene OH BOBCe He Kopabib.

— A ManeHbkuit kopabnb, KOTOpbIA NAbIBET 3a Hamu, 30BYyT
Makcnk, — pobasun [Kum, — XxOTa OH TOXE HA CaMOM Aene
He Kopabnb.

— Hwuyero He noHumalo, — npu3Hanacb coBepweHHO cbutas
C TONKy pycanka. — Y10 370 3a kopabnu Takue, KOTOpble Ha ca-
MOM fene He kopabnu? Takoro s eule He sBugena.

Ime JOMZUAMZADHOZ
CyueCcmde - #e kme el
Kok pycarka,
© komepol &b

- .~ Ota e npecme dedouka,

& Mepckag nputyecca,
‘\\
\\\W,/ /

>

B U godym ge Cypcyranuuu



— 3Tu kopabnmn, KoTOpble Ha camom Aene He kopabnu, — npo-

AONXKUN cBoe obbAcHeHue Jlykac, noamurusas [xumy, — asna-
I)TCA HE YEM WHBbIM, KaK NOKOMOTUBaAMM.

— Ax BOT OHO uTo! — cKkasana pycanka. — 3HauuT, 3TO BO-
IIOMO... HET, MONOBO... Kak Bbl Ccka3anu?

— JlokomoTusbl! — nosTOopUn [XUM.

— [la, umeHHO Tak! — BOCKAMKHYNa pycanka U nNoAOABUHYNACbL
4yTe nobamxe — e 6GbINO O4EHb NOOOMNBITHO. — A NO3BOANLTE
I11C CMPOCUTBL: YTO 3TO Takoe, TONOMOKMUBbLI?

— Bbl MOxeTe cnpawunBaTb CKONbKO Bam YrogHo, — OTO3Ban-
(n Jlykac ¢ npuseTauBoin ynbibkoi. — JlokomoTus, ctano 6biTh,

npeactaBnsetr cob6oio HEYTO, UTO MMeEeT koneca U nepeasuraercs
10 3éMa€ NpuU NOMOLLKN OrHA U Napa, NOHUMaeTe?

— Ara, noHaTHo! — ob6paaoBanacb pycanka. — 3HauuT, MUKO-
Nno... TO €CTb A XO4Yy CKa3aTb: 3Ta camas Bawla KOJOMONOKMBA —
“10-TO BpOAE NapoxoAa, TONbKO YXe cyxoro, Aa?

— Hennoxo! — otseTun passecenuswniica Jlykac, He Bblinyckas
IpybkM M30 pta. — MOXHO M Tak ckasaTb. Bbl HeOGbLIKHOBEHHO
(MbllwneHas GapbiiiHs!

Pycanouka cHoBa paccMmeanacb, ycnbiliaB ovyepeaHOUn KOMNANn-
MEHT, a notom gobasuna:

— 3HauuT, 3TOT KOpabnb, KOTOPLIA HA CaMOM Aene He Kopabib,
IICE XK€ MOXHO CuuTaTb YeM-TO Bpoae kopabna?!

N oHa papoCTHO 3axnonana B nagowwu. Mopckue xutenu, Haao
(Ka3aTb, CMOTPAT Ha MUP TONLKO NOA OAHUM YIrNOM 3peHUa —
UMEET UNN HE MMEEeT AaHHbIA NpeAMEeT, AAHHOE ABNEHUE WU
(06bITUE XOTb Kakoe-Hubyab OTHoweHue k Boae. OHU OueHb
HEPBHUYAIOT, €CNN HeNb3s YTO-HUOYAb UCTONKOBATL C BOAHON TOu-
KW 3peHns. Ho koraa MM yaaeTca Haulynatb XOTb KaKyio-HUOyAb
(BA3b C BOAOW U HaWTW noaxoAasuiee obbAcHEHWe (KOTOpOe nyudiue
1a3BaTb 0OBOAHEHMEM), OHU YYBCTBYIOT HeobblyaliHoe obnerueHue.
1o 32 3TO HA HUX HE CTOUT CEPAUTLCA, MOTOMY UYTO B LIEIOM OHU
OMEHb MUALIE U CMMNATUYHBLIE CywlecTBa. B kKoHUe KOHUOB, BeAb
W NIOAU OYEHb 4aCTO O MHOrUX Bellax CyAAT, Tak C€Kasarb, CO
(BOEN KONOKONbHMU.

— A KTO Bbl Takue? — nNpoAOAXKaNna HEyromMoHHas pycanka.

— A — Jlykac, MawunHNUCT NOKOMOTUBA, a 3TO Moi Apyr, [xum
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Apy3bs eule kak cneayeT HUYEro He MOHANM, KakK pycanka yxe
(110Ba BbIHbIPHYNA OTKyAa-TO U3 rNybuHbl OkeaHa.

— He 6oittecs! Ceituac nossutcs Mo nanoyka! — 3akpuyana
ona.

N TyT BCe BOKpYr 3aknokoTano, 3abypsanno, mope B3abi6UAOCH
14K, 4TO KpUCTH CTPaWHO HAKPEHUNCA — TOro U MAAWU nepesep-
Hetrca. Yepes cekyHay u3 BoAbl BbIrNfHyna (U3NOHOMUA, OrpoOM-
Haf, Kak Mopaa kawanota. PusMoHoMUA 6bina Takon Xe 3eNeHOM
M NPO3payHoil, Kak U y pycanku. Ha nbicCOM makyuike KpacoBanach
INraHTCKAA CTEKNSHHAA KOPOHa, a BOKpYr BCA rososa 6bina no-
KpbITa CNOEM pakywek W Bogopocnei. Kpyrable rnasa, Hanomu-
HABLUME WApPLI, TOAbKO YTO HE BbIBAAMBAAUCL U3 OpOMT, HO 3aTO
W HAX MEpLAN TauHCTBEHHbLIA 30/10TUCTbLIA OFOHEK, KakOW MOXHO
maeTb 06biIKHOBEHHO Yy KpoToB. Ko BceMy npoyemy, ¢pu3mMoHo-
MUA UMeNla HeBOOGPa3UMO LIMPOKUIA POT, KOTOPLIA He CKpbiBany

JAXe ANMHHIOWME YCbl, CBUCABLIME COCY/bKamM, Kak y coma, Noa
(AMBIM HOCOM.
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Kopoue rosops, koraa [xum ysBuaen Bce 3TO, OH CO CTpaxy
He 3Han, TO U eMy nnakaTb, TO /IM CMEATbCA.

Jlykac xe HUuem He Bbiaan CBOEro YAUBNEHUA U, KakK 0ObIYHO,
COXPaHAN NOANHYIO HEBO3MYTUMOCTb.

— Paspewute npeactaBuTb, — cKasana pycanka. — 370, AO-
poroi nana, rocnoAuH Jlykac, MawWHUCT BUKOMOAUTUBA, U €rO
apyr Oxwum [lyroBka. A 3to, — npoaonxana pycanka, obpauia-
ACb Tenepb K NyTewecTBeHHUKaMm, — 3TO MOW nana, J/lopmopans,
BNnajbika 3TOr0 MOpSA.

JNlykac BeXNUBO CHAN pypaxKy.

— OueHb paa ¢ BamMM No3HakoMuTbCA, koponb JSlopmopans, —
ckasan OoH.

— Nana, — cka3ana pycanka, — 3Tu yyxe3emubl pa3bupaiotcs
HEMHOrO B 3N1EKTpUYECTBE, U MarHutax, U npouux sewax. OHU
BeAb MALWWHUCTbl KUKMMOTUBOB.

— Xopowo0o000! — BbIAOXHYN MOPCKOA Koponb, 6yato cobu-
pafcb TO MM WUKHYTb, TO U pbIfHYTb. — Toraa nownu ckopee Ha
AHo! lMocmoTpute camu, 41O Tam He B nopsaake, — NpoAoaxXan
OH KNOKouyLum BHacom.

— Tak He nonyuutcs, — otseTun Jlykac. — Ham O4eHb Xanb,
HO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO, yBaxaembli Jlopmopans.

Mopckoit Bnaabika caBuHYN 6poBu, Hy a MOCKONbKY GpoBU ero
Nno BeNUYMHE HanoMUHanNu capoBble rpabnu, moxHo cebe npea-
CTaBUTb, KAKOW CypOBbIA Y HEro NOAYy4YUNCa BUA.

— loyemy HeT? — NpPOKAOKOTaN OH rPO3HO. ITO 3By4Yano Tak,
kak 6yATO ruraHTCKOro kuta BAPYr ojonena ukoTa.

— [loTOMy 4TO MblI Cpa3y Xe YTOHEM, Balle BENNYEecTso, — Cro-
KOWHO 06bACHUN Jlykac, — OT 3TOro Bam He OyAeT HUKAKOro mpoka.

— BepHo! — npobynbkan Koponsb.

— A B 4em, cO6CTBEHHO roBops, AeNo? — MNOUHTepecoBancs
Nykac.

TyT B pasroBop CHOBa BMeLlafnacb pycanka:

— Mbl HUKAK HE MOXEM BKNIOYUTb MOPCKYIO WUNNIOMUHALMUIO.
OnHa Bcerga pabotana, a Tenepb No4YemMy-To HeT. BoT yxe rog
Kak cnomanace.

— Jfaaa, — npobynbkan MOpCKOA KOponb. — YepTOBCKU He-
npusatHasa uctopual CerogHsa, Hanpumep, HasHayeHa npasgHuYHan
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WNNIOMUHAUMUA B 4eCTb MOero npanpanpanpajeaywiku lypymyuwa.
Bo BpemeHa ero npaBneHus u 6bina NOCTpOeHa cneuyuanbHas
yCTaHOBKA, NOCPEeACTBOM KOTOPOW YCTpauBaauCb UANIOMUHALMUMK.

— MHe HYXHO ANs Havana 3ajaTb BaM HECKO/AbKO BONPOCOB, —
ckasan Jlykac. — A OTKyAa paHblue nocTynan cseT ANS MOPCKON
WAntoMnHauun?

— Takue rnynocTu MeHs HUKOrAa He BONHOBaNAW, — HEAOBO/NBLHO
npobypyan koponb. CablwHO 6bI10, Kak MKOTA CHOBAa NOAKAaTWUNA
emy noa ropno. — [pocto paHbwe y Hac 6bin cBeT, a Tenepb
ero Het. Bot un Bce.

Ho TyT B pa3roBop CHOBa BCTpsAfia pycanouka:

— PoaHas cectpa moei npababywku, TeTywka lypryHa, AM4HO
3Hana senukoro kopons [ypymylwa, mMoero npanpanpanpanpaje-
Aywky. Tak BOT, OHa 4acToO pacckasbiBana MHE O TOM, YTO CBET
UCXOAUT U3 rNyOUHBI MOPS U NPOU3BOAMUT €ro FUraHTCKUM MarHuT.

— A rae HaxoauTCs 3TOT Camblii MarHUT, munas GapbllHA? —
ponuiTeiBanca Jlykac.

— B BapBapckom mope, — C HEeOXOTOW OTBeTUNa, NOMEANUB, py-
canka. — Mbl He O4YeHb-TO NobUM 06 3TOM rOoBOPUTL U CTapaemcs
He 3annbiBaTb Tyaa. Mecta Tam, Haao ckasaTb, AOBOAbHO MpayHbie.

— DTO O4YeHb Aaneko OTcClAa? — nouHtepecosancs Jlykac. —
Ecnu Mbl CMOXEM Kak-TO NOMOYb BamM U caenatb TEM CamMbiM
NPUATHOE, Mbl FOTOBbI U3MEHUTbL KYPC M HeMeans OTNPaBUTbLCH
B Bapsapckoe mope.

— Xopowoooo! — npoypyan koponb JSlopmopans rnyxum rono-
com, Kak 6yato cHoBa cobupascb pLirHyTb, W, HE NONPOLLABLIMCS,
CKpbLACA NOA BOAON.

CHoBa mope Bce 3abypauno, 3aknokorano, u Kpuctu onatb
3aBaannca Ha 6ok.

— He cepautece Ha Hero, — nponena HeXHblIM FOJO0COM pYy-
canoyka, 3awuwancb nagowkamu ot 6pbi3r HaberaBwux BONH. —
Moin nana uHoraa 6biBaeT He cauwkom Bexau. EMy Beab
Kak-HUKaK LWECTbAECAT ThICAY NET, U K TOMY Xe NOCNneAHee BpemMs
ero mMyvaeTt u3xora. 3Haete, Kak ropao xxer. A MOpckue xutenu
O4YeHb He NobAT, Koraa UM rae-To YTO-TO XXKeT.

— [la yx, KOoHe4yHo, — nocovyecTBoBan Jlykac. — Lectbaecar
THICAY NEeT, NPAMO CKaXeMm, BO3PacT Hemasbli.
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Kpuctu Heccs Brniepes ¢ HEBOOOGPa3MMON CKOPOCTLIO, MPAMO AyX
3axBaTbiBano. [lapoBO3 cTpeMuUTenbHO paccekan Boay, u 6envle
6pbi3ru netenn BO BCE CTOPOHb. MAaKCUK Kak -HelieHbli TONbKO
ycrneBsan nepeckakusaTb C BOMHbI Ha BONHY.

HemHoro noroas pycanodka oTnycTuna BOXXu, nepebpanacb
K APY3bAM Ha Kpbilly KaloTbl U AOBEPYUBO YCENACb MEXAY HUMM.
Ee mopxu 6biAM HACTONBKO NOCAYLHBI U HACTO/NBLKO XOpowWwo 06-
yYeHbl, 4TO CaMu 3HaNM, KyAa UM HAAO ABUraTtbCs, U NPU 3TOM
BblAEPXKMBANU HYXKHYIO CKOPOCTb.

— Bbl, oueBuMAHO, yansnsetecb, — Cka3ana Mopckas npuHuec-
Ca, — Kak 3TO BO BCEM OKeaHe HeT HUKOro, KTo mor 6bl HanaauTb
MOPCKYIO UNNIOMUHALMNIO.

— [la, AeNCTBUTENbHO, KakK e Tak MOAYYUNoCb? — CMpOCUN
Jlykac. — Beab paHblle, HaBepHoe, Yy Bac 6bln crneyuanucrt, Ko-
TOPbLIA 3aHUMANCA TakKUMU Bewamun?

— PasymeeTtcs, y Hac 6bin cneuuanuct, — B3AOXHY/NA NpUHLecca
Cypcynanuun. — Ho Bbl He 3abbiBaiiTe, Kakoe y Hac OrpOMHOE
X03AACTBO: BCe cBeTawMeca poibku, dhocdopecumpyiowime uBeThl,
cBepkawolme cniogaHole ckanbl, 6narogapa KOTOpPbIM OCBELLAIOTCA
MOpPCKWE rNYy6UHbI, KyAa HUKOFAA He MPOHWUKAET HU OAMH Ny4 COMHUA.
Ho, K coxaneHuio, 3TOro cneuunanncra cemyac HeT Ha mecrte. Mex-
Ay NpouYnm, ero 30BYT Ywaypuwyym. Moxet 6biTb, 3HaeTe Takoro?

— K coxaneHunio, HeT, — 4eCTHO npu3Hancs Jlykac.

— AX, 3TO TakOW 04apoBaTENbHbLIA YEpEnaxycuin, — Meyrtartesb-
HO NpoTAHyNa npuHuecca. — OH NpUBAU3UTENBHO MOEro BO3pacTa,
€My 4YTO-TO OKONO AECATU ThiCAY NeT.

— [fla uTtO BblI roBopute?! CoBcem eule oHOWaA!l — BOCKANKHYN
Jlykac, ycepaHO noaaepxuBaslunii H6ecegy.

— A ewe kakaa ymHuua npu 3tom! OH y Hac ronosal — npo-
Aonxana webetatb npuHLecca.

— Ckaxute, — OCTOPOXHO Bmewanca Tyt [Xum, — a KTo
Takon 3TOT uyepenaxycun? 1 0 HEM HUYEro He CAblLwan.

— Heyxenn Bbl He 3HaeTe? — u3ymunacb npuHuecca. — Ye-
penaxycui — 3TO o4eHb Npocto. OH BpoAe 4yepenaxu, TONbKO

ropasao nydwe. Beab 0ObIKHOBEHHble Yyepenaxn OHu kakue? aH-
UMPb Aa CMOpLLEHHAs GU3NOHOMUA — M BCE. A y uyepenaxycus
NUUO rnaakoe-npernagkoe, Aa ewe ecTb 3ameyaTeNbHbie YCbl.

40



AnvHubie-npeanuunble. OHU Tak kpacuBo HontaloTcs B BoAe, nps-
MO kak Bogopocnn. OH NOTOMY Tak U Ha3bIBAETCH — 4yepenaxycui.
B 0o6wem-TO OH BLIMSAMT Kak HOPManbHLIN MOPCKOW XUTENb,
ronbko 6e3 xBocta. HO 3aT0 € ycamu M naHuupem.

— HaBepHoe, ycbl — 3TO O4YeHb NpuBnekarenbHo! — noHuma-
ouwe 3ametun Jlykac.

— Beab npaBga ke — O4YeHb MUNO! — paaoOCTHO 3araparopw-
na npuHuecca, Bcs cuas OT cyactbsi. — MHe Tak Hpasutcs! OH
fakoW 3NeraHTHoll A ero HeAIXWHHBIN yM — 3TO, HaBepHoe,
lepeaanocb OT npeakos. Bce-Taku, 4TO HU roBOpU, OH Yepenaxam
NPAMON POACTBEHHUK, a Yyepenaxu — cyliecTsa ApeBHUE U, CTaNo
ObiTb, HEOBLIYAMHO MyApble. BOT U eMy KOe-4TO OT HUX AOCTanoCh.

— WM Kypa xe 3anponactuncs Tenepb Cen BENUKUA MYX?

— Buaute nu, — co B3AOXOM Hayana Ob6LACHATL pycanka,
KaKk-TO HEOXMAAHHO CHUKHYB. — BOT TyT HayuHaetTcs camoe
rpyctHoe. Bo Bcem, nNo npasae roBops, BUHOBAT naneHbka. fleno
B TOM, 4TO Ywaypuwyym — MOIA XEHUX, U nana Aan emy 3a-
/laHWe, KOTOpPOE€ OH HEeNpPeMEeHHO AOJIXEH BbiNOAHUTL. Hy a kak
10NbKO YiaypuLLyyM BbINONHUT €ro, Mbi MOXEM MOXEHUTbCA. Tak
ckasan nana. Ho 3ajaaHue Takoe CNOXHOe, YTO HU OAHON Aylle
Ha CBETe He CnpaBuUTbCA C HUM. Koraa mbl Npouianucb, MOW xe-
HUX obelian MHe BEpHYTbCS NeT Yepe3 ABECTU-TPUCTA, He No3xe,
HO BOT YX€ MpOLIO YeTbipecTa NeT, a OH BCe He BO3Bpaliaercs
MW Aaxe BECTOYKM HUKAKON He npucnan. MoOXeT, ero u B XMUBbIX
/laBHbIM-[laBHO HeT.

TyT npuHuecca paspbiganacb, M nnakana oHa TakK ropbko, 4TO
y nioboro yenoseka cepaue BbICKOYMNO 6bl U3 TPyAM OT XANoCTu
K Hen. Hy a yXx ecnu pycanka HayuMHaeT nnakatb, TO y Hee He
rak, Kak y Kakon-Hubyab HOpManbHOW AEBOYKM, BbIKATUTCA OAHa-
Apyras cnesuHka, HeT, OHa BeAb BCe-TakuM KaK-HUKaK CyliecTBO
BoasHoe. Bor noyemy y manwbiwikn Cypcynanuyn cnessl nNpamo
TEKNU pyybsimu, kak 6yaTO KTO-TO pelwmn oTxaTb Kak cneayet
rybky nocne mbiTbs. [lpy3bs, BuAs ee 6esytewHoe rope, Npamo
He 3HaAW, 4YTO U CKa3aTb.

— Hy, He ropioit, oH o06s3aTeNbHO BEPHETCA, — NOMbLITancs ee
yTewntb Jlykac. — A 4TO 3TO 3a Takoe CNOXHOe 3afjaHune, KOTopoe
npuayman ans Hero koponb Jlopmopans?
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— Mot xeHux aonxeH caenats Kpuctann BeyHocTn, — 06b-
ACHUNA NpuUHUEecca, FPOMKO BCXNUNHYB.

— Y10, NpocTUTE? — nepecnpocun Lokum.

— Kpucrtann BeuwHnoctu, — nostopuna Cypcynanuin. — 3ITO
Takoe ocoboe CTEeKNO, KOTOpOoe HEBO3MOXHO pa3butb. Ero mox-
HO NNaBWUTb, KOBATb, Kak METanN, HO €ro Henw3s pasdbutb. MMpwu
3TOM OHO NpO3payvHoe, Kak 4ucrtenwas soAa. Bul Buaenn kopoHy
Ha ronose y moero nansl? Bot oHa caenaHa u3 Kpuctanna Beu-
HOCTU, U OHA CyllecTBYeT C Tex Mop, Kak CyLW,eCcTBYIOT MOpCkUe
obutatenu. B HeszanamaATHble BpEMEHa ee CAENan OAUH BENUKWiA
mactep, TOXe M3 MOpCkux obuTatenei, U OHa A0 CUX NOp CO-
XpaHAeT CBOIO KPacoTy U NepBO3JaHHYIO YUCTOTY.

— BoTt 3710 Aa! — usymunca Jxum u packpuin OT YAUBNEHUSA
rnasa. — A 13 4ero AenaeTca 3TO CTEKNO?
— ToT, KTO Bnageer CeKpeTom, — OTBETUNA NPUHLECCA, — MO-

XeT u3rotosuTb Kpucrtann BeyHocTu u3 nioboro mertanna — xotb
M3 XKenesa, XOTb M3 CBUHUA MM cepebpa. Ho 3TumM cekpeTom
BCeraga BflajeeT TONbKO OAHO CyLLeCcTBO, U, KOrAa 3TO CyLW,ecTBO
ymupaet, OHO AO/IXKHO BbiOpaTb cebe MpeemHMKa U NOTUXOHbLKY
pacckasaTb emMy, Kak Aenaetcs 4yAecHoe CTekno.

Boichywas 310, Jlykac 3agymuuBo ckasan:

— [la, Toraa, noxanyi, Teoemy Yiaypuliyymy npuaetca A0Aro
XAaTb, ecnM Boobuie OH HalAeT TO camoOe CyLWecTBO, KOTOpoe
BNnajeeT TanHoM.

— Ja He B 3TOM Aeno, — BoO3pasuna pycanka. — Begb moi
XKEHUX CamM U €CTb MNOCNEeAHUMA XPaHUTENb TaihHbl. Yaypuwyym
NONy4Yun ee OT CBOEro CTaporo yyutens.

Tenepb Apy3bA y>XXe COBCEM HUYEro HE MNOHUMANM.

— Hy, Toraa Bce B nopaake! — BockAnkHyn Jlykac.

— Ax, — B340XHyna pycanka, — ecau 6bl Bce 6bIN0 Tak Npo-
cto. Beab Mano npocTto 3HaTb TaiHy. BoH ckonbko y Hac 6bL1o
NIOAEN, KOTOpbie NPEKPACHO 3HaAU, Kak HYyxHo aenatb Kpucrann
BeyHocTH, HO 3a nocneaHue CTO ThICAY NET NOYEMY-TO He Ha-
WAOCb HU OAHOro, KTO Obl AencTBUTENbHO caenan ero. A Bam
elue He ckasana rnasHoro. Mopckue obutatenn camu no cebe
He MOryT caenatb Kpucrtann, Ans 3TOr0 UM HYXEH KOe-KTO euie.
N 3TOT Koe-KTO elie AONXKEH OblTb HeNpeMEeHHO OrHeAbllallum
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(ywectBomM. Koraa-to, B 6binble BpemeHa, Mbl AeACTBUTENLHO
APYXWUAU C HEKMMM OrHejblllaliMmMn cywectsamu. Tenepb yxe,
KOHEYHO, HUKTO TONKOM HE MOMHUT, C Yero Hayanacb pacnps
MEXAY Hamu U 3TUMKU OrHeAbIWAWMMK, HO, Kak 6bl TO HU 6biNno,
owna Hacroawas BOWHA, U C Tex NOp Mbl 3neilwne sparun. Bor
iorga-to U nepecrann genatb Kpucrann BeuyHocTu.

— [oHaTHo, — ckasan Jlykac. — 3HauuT, Tenepb Yilaypuiuyym
niweT kakoe-HMbyab orHeabiwialiee CywecTBo, roTOBOe MOWTH Ha
MUPOBYIO?

— [la, — xuBHyna npuHuecca. — BOT yxe yeTbipecta neT OH
niLeT ero, U, MoxeT ObiTb, eMy NOHaA06UTCA Ha 3TO elle AecATb
1icaYy neT. Beab oveHb TPYAHO MPUMMUPUTL 3aKNATLIX BParos.

— 370 yX TO4YHO, — cornacuncs Jlykac, — ocobeHHO ecnu Bce
yXe NPUBLIKAN K 3TOW Bpaxae.

Moka oHu Tak 6ecepoBann, mope U HeGO NOCTENEHHO NPUHANW
(0BepLUeHHO Apyrown BuAa. Boaa ctaHoBMnacL BCe TeMHee U TEMHee,
1a Hebe Crywanncb mMpayHble KocMaTtbie TyyMu, u3-3a KOTOPbIX NULWb
uipeaka BbIrnsAbiBana Tycknas NyHa Mau kakas-Hubyab 3Besgouka.
BonHbl B3AbIMAaNUCL BCe BbIWE W BbilWe, POKOUYYLWIMMU Maccamu
OHU B3NeTanu BBbICb, YTOOLI 3aTeM C HEUCTOBbLIM FPOXOTOM HMU3-
BEPrHyTLCA B pa3Bep3wylocs nponacTb.

— Hy BOT, Mbl yXe n B BapBapckom mope, — ckasana pyca-
novka ApOrHysliMM ronocom. — Ckopo pobepemcs 4o 60nbworo
MarHuTa.

— A 370 He onacHo Ana Kpuctn n Makcuka? — BCTPEBOXEHHO
cnpocun xum. — Beab OHW M3 xenesa, M GONbWONA MarHUT KX
MOXeT NpUTAHYTb K cebe.

— HeT, — oTBeTuna npuHuecca, nokayas ronoson. — Ecau
Obl OH paboTtan, TO Mbl 6bI 4aBHO 3TO YXKe NOYyBCTBOBaAu. PaHb-
we cioga 3axoaunn kopabnu, kotopbie nodemy-nubo cébusanucob
c kypca. Toraa um He 6bIn0 HuMkakoro cnacenus. OTcloAa Hukoraa
HUKTO He Bblbupancs. MarHut nputaruan ux k cebe c HeBeposT-
HOW CMNOW, U OHW NPOCTO pa3bdusanucb B Wenku. [laxe ecnn OHu
NbiTanncb 6bICTPO NOBEPHYTL Hasazd, YTOObi BLICKOYMTL U3 ONACHOM
JOHbl, BCE PaBHO M Ha 601bWOM PacCTOAHUU MArHUT He Tepsan
CBOEA CUNbl — OH BbLITArMBAN BCE rBO3AM, 3aKaenku U npoyune
xenesHole AeTanun, u kopabnb paccLinanca Ha 4actTu, a Naccaxupsbl
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BMECTE C KOMaHAOW LWAM KO AHYy. [paBaa, CEroaHs yxe HeT Ta-
KOroO MOpEXoAa, KOTOpbli Obl He 3Han O KOBapCTBE 3TOr0 MopA,
no3ToMy kopabnu NpeanoYMTaIOT KepXKaTbCs OT HEro noAanblie
u 06X0AUTb CTOPOHON.

— Ho BeAb MOXET Xe CNy4YUTbCs TaK, YTO Kakon-HUbyab Kopabab
BCE-TakM cO6bLETCA C Kypca M nonajert cioaa, — ckasan [xum.

— KoHeYHo, MOXeT, — cornacunacb pycanka, — HO Tenepb 3To
He ONacHO, Be€Ab MAarHUT CNOManNcs.

— XOopowo, HO eCAu Mbl ero NOYUHWUM, TO OH CHOBA HayHeT
npuTArMBaTb MeTanauyeckme NpeameToll — He OTCTaBan OT MPUH-
ueccbl [xum.

— HauHeT, 3TO TOYHO, — BbIHYXJeHa 6blna Npu3HaTbL pycan-
kKa. — Ecnu oH 3apabotaet, To Kopabnsam onsATL GyaeT Hecnaako.

— 3a4eMm Xe Mbl Toraa bysem ero YMHUTbL? — Pa3BONHOBANCA
Oxum. — OcTaBUM BCE KaK ecTb M nonnbiBeM cebe aanblue.

Mopckas npuHuecca UCNyraHHO NOCMOTPeNa Ha Hero LMPOKO
PacKpLITLIMU FNa3amMu M nponeneTana:

— Ho Toraa Ha Mope Hukorga He 6yAeT UANIOMUHAUUW, WU MOA
BOAON HaBEKW BOUAPUTCA HENpornsgHas Tbmal

Bce Tpoe 3amonyanu, He 3Has, Kak xe 6biTb, U NOrpy3UNUCH
B pa3aymbs. Yto aenatb? HyxHo 6bino caenatb Bolb6op. Ho kak
HW KPYTW, Kak HU BEpPTU, BCe PaBHO MOAY4anoCb MNOXO. B koHue
KOHUOB Jlykac pewwun, 4to Heyero NpocTo Tak /0MaTb ronosy,
nydwe cHavyana pasobpartbcs, B 4eM Tam geno. W Torga, Moxet
6bITb, HaNAeTcs Kakon-HUbyAb BLIXOA M3 NONOXKEHUsA, YCTpauBa-
lowmnin ob6e CTOPOHbI.

OueHb CKOPO OHU 3aMETU/IM HAa FOPU3OHTE KakUe-TO CMYTHbIE
O4epTaHus, KOTOpble MOXHO Obi10 eaBa pas3nuuutb BO Tbme. Koraa
OHM nojownu nobauxe, Ha CEKYHAY WU3-3a NOXMATbIX Ty4 BbIrNs-
Hyna nyHa M OCBETMNA ABA MOMy4MX CKAAUCTbIX yTeca M3 YnUCTOro
X€eNnes3a, BO3BbIWABLWMXCA NOCPEAU YEPHBbIX BONH. MpayHbiMU Tpo-
MajNUHamMKU BbIPUCOBLIBANUCL OHU Ha ¢pOHE HOYHOro Heba.

MyTewecTBEHHUKU CAENANU HECKONbKO KPYroB BOKPYr cKan,
NOKa HAaKOHEL, He HAaWAU ManeHbkylo 6YyxTy ¢ nonorum Geperom,
KyAa MOXHO 6bln0 6bl MpUYaANUTB.

BoitawmB Kpuctu u Makca Ha 6eper, apy3bsi NOMOrAU NpUHLEC-
ce pacnpsiib Mopxei, 4To6bl OHU Mornu Ha cBo6OgEe HEMHOXKO
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OTAOXHYTb U NOAKPENUTLCA nocne aonron poporu. lpuHuecca
TOXE MocCnewunna OKyHyTbCA B BOAY, OHa yCTpounacb Ha Menko-
BoAbe, nobnnxe k Gepery, a Jlykac Tem BpemeHem AOCTan CBOIO
Tpy6OuUKy, packypun ee u, BbiNYCTUB HECKONbKO KyApABbIX Kny6oB
AbIMa, ckasan, obpawance kK Axumy:

— Hy uTto, Apyxuwe, noingem-ka NOCMOTPUM Ha 3TY UX XUTPYLO
CUCTEMY UNTIOMUHALUNM.

— [lonaem, — oTkaukHynca [Axum. [py3bs poctann u3 napo-
BO3a AWMK C UHCTPYMeHTamMu U 60nbwoin poHapb, KOTOPLIA CO-
CNyxun um yxe pobpylo cnyx6by Bo BpeMs NMepeOro nyTtelecTsus,
a koraa Bce 6bl10 roToBO, Jlykac KpUKHYN pycanke:

— He 6ecnokoiics 3a Hac, Mbl CKOpO BepHemcs!

MoTomM OHW NOBEpPHYNUCbL U NOLWAU.

FAABA WECTAS,
8 Komopotl dpy3ba Y3Harom maiHy
nepeo2o mopckozo xopoaa I'ypymywa

Aonro kapabkanuce XM u JlykaC No OCTPbIM CKanuUCTbIM
ycTynam xenesHoi rpomaguibl. OHu B3bupanucb Bce BhllIE
W Bblle, HaAeAaCb XOTb 4TO-HUOYAb HaNTU. YTO UMEHHO?

DTOro OHW U CamMMn TONKOM He 3Hanu, NPOCTO UM HyxHa 6bina
x0T 6bl ManeHbkas HUTOYKA, 3a KOTOPYID MOXHO 6blno 6bl 3a-
LenuUTbCS.

[Xum yxe 3ane3 Ha camblii nocneaHui yctyn, nyd coHaps
CKONb3UN NO naoujagke, 3arnajbiBas BO BCe LLENU.

— 20, Jlykac! — caaBneHHbIM roN0COM no3san Apyra [xum. —
A, kaxetca, TyT KOe-4yTO Hawen.

He Tepss HM muHyTol, Jlykac noaHancs k [Axumy. B csete
cdoHaps 6bin0 BUAHO OTBEpCTUE B popme MATMYrOoNbHWUKA, OT KO-
TOPOro HauyuMHaNCa KoNojel, YXOAAWMA KyAa-TO B Heapa cKanbl.

Nykac TwarenbHo obcnegosBan NAoWaaKy BOKPYr OTBEPCTUSA.

— 3aecb BbluapanaHbl kakue-to 6yksbl, — co06WMUN OH vepes
HEKOTOpPOe BPEMSl, — HO OHU COBEPLUEHHO CTEepAUCb OT A0XAEN
U BETPOB U K TOMY Xe 340pOBO U3beAeHbl P>KaBYUHOMW.

JNlykac pgoctan kycouek Haxza4How Gymaru u Hayan OCTOPOXHO
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CHUMaTbL Hanet. MocreneHHo U3-nog cnos P>XaB4UHbI U rpa3n crtana
NpPoCTynaTtb Kakasa-1o HaANMUCh.

CHayana MoxHO 6bino pas3nudnTb TONLKO ABE€ BbilapanaHHbIE
MONHUMU.

— Ckopee Bcero, 34eCb roBOPUTCA O BbLICOKOM HanpsXeHun, —
npobopmoTtan Jlykac, — BEPOATHO, O MArHUTHOM HaNpsXEeHWUW.

— A 370 onacHo? — nouHTepecoBanca [xum.

— [Aymaio, 4TO CKOpPO Mbl BCe y3HaeM, — OTBeTun Jlykac, npo-
AONXAA OCTOPOXHO CHUMATb PXAaBYUHY.

. - %
47 BHHMAHME! .5

ol .
“ ONAZHO ANSA HHIHK! lg
BON:LUOH MAMSHT HKOPONA TYPYMYLIA!

HTO BO3HAMEPHUTCA PA3M AATE: MO0 TAWHY
M 3AX0MET CNYLTHTECA B HEAPE CHANDI,
TO7 CHAMANA [ACNHEH W3BEBWMTHCR 07
MENEZ3A, WHAYE NMPUPALTET 02 H 3EMNE
W OCTARETCH TAM HA BEHH BEYH:GE.

Tak nocteneHHo OH Aobpanca Ao nocneaHeit GykBbl, U ApYy3bs
ysBuaenu nepes coboii cneayiowyio HaANUCh:

— Ara, Mbl Ha BepHOM nNyTu! — AOBONbHLIM FONOCOM CKasan
Nlykac u npouutan Tekct [Axumy.

— Tbl Aymaelb, HaM ny4iwle OCTaBUTb AWMWUK C UHCTPYMEHTamM
3fecb?

— KoHeuHo, — oTtBeTuA Jlykac, — 3Haelwb, Takoe 3pa He nuuwyT!

— Ho kak xe mbl 6yaem YUHWUTb MarHuT 6e3 UHCTpyMeHTOoB? —
Bo3pasun emy [xum.

— MocmoTpum, pasbepemcs Ha mecte, — ckasan Jlykac.

— A ¢oHapb?

— Toxe ocTaBum 3pecb. B AWMKe € MHCTPYMEHTaAMKU AO0MKHO
O6biTb HECKONLKO CBeuyel, BO3bMU UX C COBOM.
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Jlykac BbINOXWA CBOW MNEPOYMHHBIA HOXU4YeK, a [lkum cHan pe-
MEeHb C XeNne3Hon npsxkoi. Kpome Toro, Jlykacy npuwnoce etle
W pasyTbCcA, NOTOMY 4TO y Hero Ha 6Hawwmakax 6binM xenesHole Ha-
601MKku. [JKUM-TO HOCUA NApYCUHOBBLIE TanOYkW, Tak 4TO €My NOBE3NO.

— A abipa rnybokas, Kak Tbl cuuTaewb? — C OMNACKOA CNpPOCUN
Axum.

JNlykac B3sN raiky u3 fuiMka C UHCTpymeHTamu u bGpocun ee
B konogeu. CnycTa HeKOTOpOe Bpems A0 HUX AoHeccs cnabbiit
CTYyK — 3TO, BUAUMO, raika yaapunace 0 AHO KOM0ALA.

— JloBonbHO ry6oko, — ckasan Jlykac, He BbHUMAs Tpybku u3o pra.

OH 3axer ase cBeuu, oaHy aan [xumy, Apyryio B3sn cebe.
MoTOM OHM 3arnsHyAU B TYHHENb U OCBETWAM CTeHkW. Ha npoTtuso-
MONOXHON CTOPOHE OHWU 3aMETUAU HECKONLKO CTepluuxcs cryne-
HeK — o4yeBUAHO, 3TO Oblna BUHTOBAs NeCTHULA.

— A nones BHU3, — cka3san Jlykac.

— A ¢ 10601, — TYT Xe OTKAMKHYNCA [Jxum.

— Xopouwo, — cornacunca Jlykac M Havan cnyckatbcsa B KO-
noaey. — Tonbko cMoTpu, octopoxHein! He nockonb3Huce! Cry-

NeHbKWU AOBOABHO CKOAb3KMeE.

OHM 3aXrNn CBEYMU U, OCTOPOXHO HALLyNbiBas B Noaympake
CTEHY, MEANEHHO HA4yanu CNyckaTbCA MO CTyneHbKam.

Kasanocb, BUHTOBAA NECTHULUA HWUKOrAa He KoHuutcs. Co AHa
KONOAUA TAHYNO TAXENOM 3aTXNOCTbi0. bblNO AYWHO, U YeM Huxe
CNyCcKanucb ApY3bs, TEM Xapye CTaHOBWUACA BO3Ayx. CBeuu ropenu
HEPOBHbLIM MNAMEHEM.

Monya OTCYUTLIBANM NYTELWECTBEHHUKU CTYMNEHbKW, KOTOpbie
HEYKNOHHO BENU UX B HeApa XeNesHoW Cckanbl.

— Inyboko xe Mmbl 3abpanuce! HaBepHoe, Mbl ceAvac 3Ha4u-
TENbHO HUXe ypoBHA mopsa, — 6pocun kak 6bl HeB3Hauyan Jlykac,
X0TA nAydwe 6bl OH BO3jep>kancs oT NoAo6HbIX 3ameyaHuit. MNoto-
My 4TO [XUM TYT Xe XuBO npeactaBun cebe HeobbATHOE MoOpe,
KOTOpPO€e AaBWUT Ha Hero €O BCeX CTOPOH, U eMy Cpasy cAaenanochb
AYPHO. B KakoW-TO MOMEHT OH Aaxe rotoB 6bl1 MOMYaTbCcA Ha-
3a4, HaBepx, TOAbKO Obl BbIGpATbCA OTCIOAA, TONLKO Obl FNOTHYTHL
ceexero Bosayxa!l Ho [xum cTucHyn 3y6bl U yaepxan cebs ot
Takoro nopbiBa. OH NPOCTO ONYCTUANCA HA CTYMeHbKy, Tam, rae
CTOAN, U NPUCNOHUACA CNUHOIO K CTEHeE.
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— 2nl — Bapyr ycnblwan oH ronoc Jlykaca oTkyaa-to us ray-
6uHbl. — KaxeTtca, Aanble UATM Hekyaa.

Axunm cobpanca ¢ cunammn n nocnewnn k Jlykacy, KOTopbii yxe
CTOAN Ha AHE KONoAua C BbICOKO NOAHATOW CBEYOW U BHUMATE/b-
HO OcMaTpuBan CTeHbl. Bckope OH 06Hapyxun B cTeHe 6onblyio
Ablpy, KOTOpas Bena B Y3KUW NPOXOA, YXOAUBWWA KyAa-TO BAaNb
Hanoaobue TyHHensa. lNpukypuB OT cBeuun, Jlykac caenan napy
Kpenkux 3aTaxek U ckasan:

— Nownun, Axnm!

OHKM BCTYNUAU B TYHHENb W NOWAWU BNepea, Cheaya €ro 3ambic-
nosateim u3rnbam mu noBopoTam. XKapa mex Tem BCe ycunusanachb.

— Xoten 66l 2 3HaTb, — 3auHTEpecoBanca [xum, — a noyemy
3TO 34€eCb Tak Xapko?
— Tak Bceraa 6biBaeT noa 3emneil, — 06bACHUN emy Jlykac. —

Yem rnybxe, Tem Bbllle NOAHUMAETCA Temnepartypa, NOTOMY 4TO
B CaMbix HeApax 3eMNU HaxOAUTCA packaneHHas nasa.

— MNoHaTtHo, — npobopmotan [xum. — 3HauuUT, Tenepb Mbl
yXe HUXe MOpCKOro AHa?

— [loxoxe Ha 1O, — oOTBeTun Jlykac.

Monua aBuranuce OHM NO TYHHeENO, 3awWunwias pykon nnamsa
CBOMX CBeEYen.

HeoXnAaaHHO TYHHENb KOHYMACA, U APY3bA OYYTUAUCL HA BO3AY-
xe. Bo BCAKOM cnyyae, Tak MM nokasanocb CHavana. Ho, npurnsa-
AEBWUCb, OHW NOHANKU, YTO CTOAT NOCPeAN OrPOMHOW CTaNakTUTO-
Boi newiepsl. Kyaa HU kuHews B3rnsg, nosciody nobneckusaioliue
B TEMHOTE KONOHHbI, CTeHbl, pa3beraiouimecs BO BCe CTOPOHbI. A
B8 rnybuHe BuAHenNacb ruraHTckas xenesHas 6GawHa, yxoaswas
KyAa-TO NojA camble cBoAbl neuwiepsl. KHWM3Y OHa pacluupsnacs,
d OT CaMOro ee OCHOBAHUA OTXOAUNU GecuucneHHbie y3noBaTbie
OTPOCTKW, HANOMMUHABLUME MOry4Yne KOPHU AepeBbeB, KOTOpbie
KEeNnesHbiIMM KOrTAMU BNUBANUCL B HeApa CKanbl.

Kakoe-10 Bpemsa Apy3bs CTOANW, OLIAPALIEHHbIE 3TUM 3PENULLEM,
U TONbKO MONYa O3UPANUCL MO CTOPOHAM.

— Bor Tak wrykal — ckasan HakoHel Jlykac npuraylieHHbIM
roNOCOM. — ITO, HaBepHOe, BTOPO YTeC, TOYHEe, ero OCHOBAaHUeE.

OHn ornaHynucb, U Tenepb UM CTano ACHO, YTO OHU BbIWAW
U3 «OTPOCTKA», KOTOPbIA TAHYACA OT TOYHO TaKOW Xe XenesHon
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6awHun. JnuHHOe >xenesHoe Liynanbue AOXOAWNO AO CaMOMn ce-
peAuHbl Newepbl, OT ApyroW 6alHM K LEHTPY WO Takoe Xe
wynansue.

Aovasa ao uentpa newepsl, Iknum u Jlykac ysuaenn, 410 KOHUbI
3TUX OTPOCTKOB He conpukacalotcs. OHM HEOXMAAHHO O6pLIBANNUCH,
kak 6yaTo ux k10-T10 06pYy6UN. A MEXAY HUMMW Ha CBETIOM NOAY
newiepsl OTYETIMBO BLIAENANOCL YyrnybneHue pasmepom ¢ O6bik-
HOBEHHYIO BaHHY WAWU 4yTb MEHbLUE.

— Takoe BneyatneHue, 6yaTO 34€Cb YTO-TO Nexano, a Tenepb
KTO-TO BbIHYN 3TO, — 3aAyMuYuBO cka3an Jlykac.

OH noaHec nobauxe csevy, 4To6bl NOAyYWe pasrNAAeTb KOHUbI
xenesHoix 06py6bKkoB, U yBUAEN, YTO U Tam HauapanaHbl Kakue-To
3Hayku. Pasobpartb 6bINO NOYTU HUYEro Henb3s. K TOMy Xe, Kak
BbISCHUNOCb, BMeCTO 06bl4HbIX 6ykB 3aech 6bIAM UCNONL30BAHLI
CTapuHHbie uepornugel. C 6onbwum Tpyaom Jlykac cymen pas-
ragaTe HeKOTOpble U3 HUX. Buas, 4TO Tak HMYEro He nonyyaercs,
OH nokavan ronoson, gan [xumy nogepxartb CBOIO CBeyy, a cam
AocTan u3 kapmaHa 610KHOT M kapaHaaw, 4yTobbl NepepucoBaTtb
xoTa 6bl yxe usBecTHole 6ykBbl M NONpPo60OBaTb U3 HUX CNOXUTb
TekcT. C 6naroroBeiHbiM nouteHuem [xum monya Habniogan 3a
ero AencTBuamMm.

Heckonbko pa3 Jlykac npepbiBan csolo paboty, 4tobbl HabuThb
ceb6e HOBYIO TPy6Ky. B KOHLe KOHLOB Yy HEro nony4yunocb Ase 3anucu.

Mepsas:

T:H-A MYA:CUTH
[IEP0r0 KO AA M7PA */"YMYLI:.
K"0 EE PA"KP.*T, GTAH™ " ., YAPhIM.
v TO EIO BOC.'0Ab3.'"ET" A, “\AHET ;- TYYHM.
N Bsropas:
ECA- HOY: H AE"b CO: A:-HAIOTCA,

BM:CTE G -HMH CH.  MNIP:pYXK »:i::GA.

E -AH HE KAC.Tb*= HX MY.:P"i0 PY- OR,
TO “HYTO HA - BETE HE .>;. ”LLUHT HX N0 OH.
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Nykac npountan noapsag Bce 3T 6ykBbi, HO Ha [XMMa OHW He
NPOU3BENN HWU Manenwero Brne4vyaTaeHus.

— MHe KkaxeTca, 3TO HUKAKOW He TEKCT, — BbICKAa3asica OH. —
MpocTo 06bIKHOBEHHbLIE KapaKynu.

Jlykac nokavan ronosoi:

— Her, apyxouek, 310 He kapakynu. lotoB 6uTbcs 06 3aknaa,
4TO TYT AAlOTCA Kakue-TO ykasaHus!

— Xopouwo, HO 4TO BCE 3TO TYT 3HAYUT?

— [asain no nopaaky! Bo3bmem nepsyto CTpouky. byksbl, KO-
HEYHO, CTepUCb, HO BCe Xe MOXHO aoragaTtbca. CHayana wuaer,
noxoxe, cnoBo «tanHa». [1loTom... HasepHoe, «myapoctu». [lony-
YMNOCb «TaWHa MyApoCTU». Tak, Tenepb BO3bMEM BTOPYIO CTPOYKY.
410 %e Takoe «YMYLW»? 370 ABHO «[ypymyw»! 3HauuT, peub uaet
o kopone lypymywe! O nepsom kopone mopsa! TouHo! CmoTtpu,
BCE BMECTe nony4yaertcs:

TAMHA MYAPOCTU NEPBOrO KOPONA MOPS MYPYMYLUA

— Bot 310 ga! — BocxuweHHO npowenTtan [xum, y KOTOPOro
OT yAUBNEHUA rNasa 4YyTb Ha N06 He BbICkouMaU. — A 6bl HUKOrAA
He cymen 3To pasrajars!

— Hy, aaBan cmoTpeTtb ganswe, — npeanoxun Jlykac. — Tpe-
Tbi CTpOYKA BpOAE nonerdye, — OYEBUAHO, €€ MOXHO NPOoYUTaTb
rak: KTO EE PACKPOET, CTAHET MYAPbIM. Hy a uyeTtBeptas —
TYT U Aenatb yxXe Heyero:

KTO EIO BOCMNONb3YETCA, CTAHET MOTIYYNM.

— Jlykac! — 3apsbixafacb OT BocTopra, 3akpuyan Oxum. — Tbl
AEACTBUTENBLHO. ..
— JlagHo, nagHo, — npepsan ero usnnaHus Jlykac. — [Jansbwe

COBCEM MNNOXO. A HUYEro He MNOHMMAlD U3 TOro, YTO HanNUCaHo
Ha Apyron ctopoHe. Pa3ge 4TO BOT nocpeauHKe NepBOin CTPOYKM
ABHO «HOYb U AEHb».

N cHoBa Jlykac Habun cebe HoBylo TpybGKy M nOrpysuncs B ray-
6okne pasaymbs. [>KMM Kak MOr MOMoran emy, nojckasbiBas
BCEBO3MOXHbIe BapuaHTbl. Jlykac nOACTaBAAN pasHbie KyCOYkW
CNOB, KPYTUA n Tak U 3Tak. U BOT B KOHLE KOHLOB UX MbITAUBOCTb
W ponrotepneHue 6binu BO3HArpaXAeHbl: C HEBEPOSTHBIM TPYAOM
UM BCE Xe YAanoCb BOCCTAHOBWUTb 3arajodHblil TekcT. CBeun yxe
noyYTu Agoropenn Ao KOHuUa, koraa Jlykac HakoHel ckasan:
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— Hy BoT, Tenepb Bce cownock. — 1o ero ronocy 6610 ACHO,
4TO OH O4eHb foBoneH. OH B3N 6AO0KHOT M npouuTan [Axumy
LeNNKOM BeCb TeKCT:

TAHHA MYAPOCTH
MEPBOI'0 KOPOAA MOPA I'YPYMYLLA.
KTO EE PACKPOET, CTAHET MYAPDIM.
KTO EI0 BOCIIOAB3YETCA, CTAHET MOT'YYHM.

EGAH HOYb H AEHD COEAHHAIOTCA.
BMECTE G HHMH CHAA NPOBYKAAETCA.
ECAH HE KACATbCA HX MYAPOI0 PYKOH,

TO HHYTO HA CBETE HE HAPYLUHT HX MOKOH.

FAABA CEAbMAS,
8 xomopoil /[ycum cnombikaemcs o pa32aoky,
a ceevu dozoparom

— Tbl NOHUMaeWb, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAYUT? — PACTEPAHHO CNpo-

cnun xum.

— Hapgo noaymatb, — ckasan Jlykac. — Tbl BuAen koraa-Hu-
O6yab MarHuTt?

— [a, — otBetun [xuMm, 3aropasce OT niobonbiTcTtBa. — Bu-
aen. Y rocnoxun Kaakc ectb oauH B naske. OH BLIFNSAUT Kak
noakosa.

— BepHo, — noatsepaun Jlykac. — B kaxaom marHute 3a-

KNIOYEHb ABE MONSAPHbIE CWUAbI, ¥ HEro eCcTb, Tak CKa3aTb, AHEBHas
CTOPOHa W HO4YHas; BOT OTTOrO, YTO OHWU COEAWHEHbl B OAHOM
Kycke, U NOAy4aeTcs marHetudeckoe aeincrsue. Ho mbl umeem
AENO 34eCb He C OObIYHBLIM MarHUTOM.

Jlykac 3aayM4nMBO CAE€Nan HECKONbKO 3aTsxek.

— Y marnHuta lypymywa, — npoAonxan OH, — cuna Kak Osbl
pa3beAuHeHa, B KaXAOM U3 yTECOB NO OTAENLHOCTU 3ak/io4eHa
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MarHuTHas cuna. Ho noka OHW He coeAuHeHbl, cuna kak 6ul Apem-
ner. Ecnu xe ux 3amkHyTb, TO cuna HauvHet MPOBYXAATbCA.
Oxum! Tol noHAN? BOT kakoi HeOOBbIYHBIA MarHUT Ham nonancsa!

— Ara, — cka3an [xum, — OH HeOObIYHLIA NOTOMY, 4YTO €ro
MOXHO Kak 6bl BKAOYATb U BbLIKAOYATb.

— BoT umeHHO! — BOCKAUKHYN Jlykac U KUBHYN ronosBon. —
3HaunT, KTO-TO NPOCTO BbLIHYN COEAUHUTENLHYIO AeTanb MexAy
ABYyMSA «OTpOCTKamu»! CTano 6biTb, Mbl AOMXHbI €€ HalTu.

N Apy3ba NpuHANUCL UckaTb. HO B Takoin OrpoOMHON CTanakTu-
TOBON newiepe ¢ ee 6€CHUCNEHHLIMU YrNamu U 3aKOynkamu, yrny6-
NEHNAMU N OTBETBNEHUAMM He Tak-TO NPOCTO 6biNo 4TO-HUOYAL
HaiiTU, 0COBEHHO ecnu elwe TONKOM He 3Haelsb, YTO UMEHHO
UWewb — BeAb APY3bA HE UMENU HU Manenero npeacraBneHns
0 TOM, Kak BbIrnagena coeanHutenbHas aetans. Ko scemy npo-
yemy, OHM B No6yl0 MUHYTY MOFAM oka3atbCs 6e3 cBeTa, NOTOMY
YTO OT CBEYEeN YXe OCTaBaMCb UL MANEHbKUE OrapoyvKMu.

— Mbl He MOXem 3aecb oOcCTaBaTbCA A0AM0, — C TPEBOroOi
B ronoce ckasan Jlykac. — Cseyn CKOpO MNOracHyT.

AXuUmM nNpamo noxonoaen Npu 3TOW MLICAK, U Y HEro NO ChuHe
npobexanu mypawku, xoTs Boobwe-To Ha AHe konogua 6bino
Xapko, kak B neyke. [lpy3ba AOBOALHO Aaneko yLAuW OT BXOAQ,
yrnybuBlUUCL B HeApa Xene3Hoi Horu. Kak ABa KpOLIEYHbIX CBET-
nf4yKa ABUranncCb OHU B 3TOW KPOMELWHON TbMe (PaHTACTUYECKOrO
noasoAHoro uapcrea. Ecam ceirvac noracHyT cseun, TO UM HU 3a
yto 6yaer He HaitTu obpaTHoih poporu.

— MoxerT, nyyiie NpAMO cendac nonAem Hasaa? — NPeanoxun
AXum v BAPYr rpOXHYNCA Ha NOAN, HaNEeTeB CO BCEro pasmaxy Ha
Kaky-TO WTykoBuHY. CBeya noracna.

— Ywmnbca? — cnpocun Jlykac M Nocnewnn K HeEMy Ha NOMOLIb.

— Hert, — cka3zan [xum, NogHUMaAACk HA HOTW.

Jlykac nomMor emy CHOBa 3axeyb CBOIO CBeYy, U ApYy3bA nNpwu-
HaAuCb obwapusBatb non, 4Tobbl Bce-Taku HaWTM TO, 060 YTO
cnOoTKHyNCa xum. U TYyT OHM yBUAENU KAKOW-TO CTpaHHbLIA npea-
meT. 370 6bina 340poBeHHas konobalika U3 Npo3payHOro CTekNa,
KoTopas no opme 4Yem-TO HanoOMMHaNa TOAKYWKY AAS Niope,
TONbKO BO MHOTO pa3 6onbuwe. BHyTpu Hee NMpOXOAUN XenesHblid
CTEPXEHb.
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— Xoten 6bl A 3HaTb, KTO ee OTTyAa BbiTawmn u 6pocun Ty1? —
cnpocun [xunm.

OHK akKypaTHO NpPUAENUAM CBOW Orapku Ha 6anxkanwwuni yctyn
W, B3SBLUKUCb C ABYX CTOPOH 3a K0no6allky, OCTOPOXHO NOTaliunu
ee K BNaguHe mexay ABYMA wynanbuamu B LeHTpe newiepsl. Nm
NPUXOANNOCH BCE BPEMSA OCTaHaBAMBATLCA, HTOOLI OTAbIWATLCA, —
NOT NUAN C HUX FPaAOM W 3acTunan rnasa. TpaHCNOpTUpOBKa Ta-
KOro TAXEeNoro npeamera — A€N0 HEWwyTo4YHOE, U MOHATHO, YTO
3a OAHY MUHYTY TYT He ynpasuTbCs.

Moka Jlykac n [>xum BO3MAUCL C AE€Tanbio, CBEYN TemM Bpeme-
HEM TUXOHbKO goropanu. MornoueHHble paboToi, OHU COBEpLUEH-
HO 3a6biNU CNeanTb 3a HUMM. '

M BOT Koraa AO TOro MecCTa, rae CXOAATCA uWynanbua, ocrtasa-
NOCb NPONTU NULLb METP, APY3bA CAeNann NOCNEAHIO Nepeabilliky
W TYT BAPYr 3amMeTuAMu, YTO CBET OT CBe4W, KOTOopblii n 6e3 Toro
661 4OCTATOMHO cnabbim, CTan COBCEM TYCKNLIM U K TOMY Xe ele
Hayan NoAO03pUTENbHO MUrathb.

— Cenvac noracHyt! — B yxace 3akpuyan [kum u psaHyncs
66in0 Hasaa, K BbIX0AY.
— Mocron! — yaepxan ero Jlykac. — Ceun BCce paBHO Yxe

aoropenu. TyT yx Huuyero He nogenaews. Ecnn Tl ceitvac nobe-
XUlWb, Mbl 06s3aTenbHO noTepsemca B TemHoTe. HyxHo B nmobom
cnyyae pepxartbCi BMeCTe.

Ewe HeckoNbkO CekyHA OHW BUAENU, KaK BCMbIXMBAIOT TaHLY-
IOWNE A3bIYKW NNAMEHN B AaNbHEM Yrny newepbl, NOTOM nnamsa
CTano yYMeHbLIaTbCA, Noka HakoHel u BOBCe He ucyesno. [pysbs
3aTaunu AblXaHWe — Kakoe-TO MrHOBEHME OHWU CAbllanu eule, Kak
TUXOHBKO MOTpeckusaet Agoropaiowuin ¢putnab. MoTom Hactynuna
rpo6oBas TUWMWHA U HenpornagHas BeYyHas TbMa NOABOAHOMO
rpoTta okyTana ux CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— Yept nobepu! — Bouipyrancs ckBo3b 3ybbl Jlykac, U KameHHble
CBOAL OTO3BANUCL TYNKUM IXOM.

— Y10 xe Ham Tenepb genatb? — cnpocun [xum, obmupas
OT CTpaxa.

— be3 naHuku, ctapuHal — ycnokounn ero Jlykac. — Y MmeHs
3aBafANOCh elle HeCKONbKO Cnuyek B KapmaHe. Tak 4TO He npo-
naaem. TONbKO WX HE TaKk MHOro, He Gysem TpaHXWpWUTb, OCTaBUM
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Ha KpanHuh cnyyain. Hy a Tenepb AaBai-ka MNONOXUM AeTanb Ha
MeCTOo. DTO MOXHO caenatb U 6e3 ceeTa.

Apy3bA cHOBa B3A/1Cb 3a KONODGALIKY U COBMECTHBIMU YCUAUAMM
NoATaWMUAN ee Kk yrnybneHuio B LeHTpe neliepsl.

— Hy BoT u nopagok! — pasganca u3 temHoTtbl ronoc Jlyka-
ca. — Tenepb xopowo 6bl HamM NOckopee BbIOpaTbCA Ha CBEXWU
BO34YX.

— Tecc! — 3awentan Axum. — Chabliwmwsb, Jlykac? Yto 3107?

Apy3ba Hactopoxunaucb. Pa3ganca CTpaHHbIA MeTananyeckuin
3ByK — HUWU3KWIA, TYCTOW, CNOBHO MAYWMIA U3 rNyOuHb 3eMAn, OH
nocTeneHHO Habupan cuny, Tak 4TO BCE BOKPYr 3a4poxano, kKak
6biBaeT, Koraa ryauT Kakon-Hubyab MOTyuuit YyryHHbIA KONOKOA.

— Jlykac! — HenpousBonbHO BCKPUKHYN [XuM u nonsitanca
B TEMHOTE HaWUTWU PYKY Apyra.

— He 6oitca, Oxum! — npobacun Jlykac, ronoc KOTOporo easa
OblN1 pasnnuUm B LUYME M FpOXOTe, COTpSACaBLUEM CBOAbI Meliepbl.

JNlykac o6HAN nokpenye CBOEro mManeHbLkoro Apyra. Tak u cToau
OHU, OXUAasa, YTO e NpPOU3oNAeT Aanblie.

HeoXxuaaHHO ryn, CTaBWWWA yXe HEBBIHOCUMO TPOMKUM, 060-
psanca. B so3ayxe pasnuBanucb Tenepb HeXHenlue 3BYKU, Yu-
CTbieé W NpO3payHbie, U YemM Janblue, Tem 3BOH4YE W NEeByYEn
CTaHOBWUNACb Menoaua. B Ty e MUHYTYy cTeknsiHHas konobaiika,
nexawiaa mexay AByMA «OTpOCTKamu», Hayana usnyyaTb 4yypec-
HbliA rony6oBaTblii CBET, KOTOPbIA 3anonHun coboio BCIO TUraHT-
CKylo neuiepy.

Apy3bsa yAUBNEHHO CTanu OrnajbiBatbCca No CTopoHam. Bce cre-
Hbl U KOJIOHHbLI CTaNakTUTOBOW Nelepbl UCKPUNUCL U NEpPennsBannuchb
rony6oBaTbiM CBETOM, CIOBHO COTHU ThICAY MUHMATIOPHLIX 3epKan
oTpaxanu BonuwebHOe CUsHUE, UCXOAUBLUEE U3 LIEHTpa neliepbl.
Kasanocb, 4TO TeMHble MpayHbie CBOAbI NpeBpaTUIUCL B HACTOA-
WiMA ABOpeL CHEXHOW KOPONEBbI.

Tenepb Apy3bs Nerko Hawnu BXOA B TyHHenb. OHU CHO-
Ba nownu NO WU3BUANCTOMY NpPOXOAY, KOTOpblA Ben K KO-
noauy ¢ BUHTOBOW nectHuuen. W 3aecb Jlykacy He npu-
WANOCb TpaTUTb CBOMU CNUYKK, NOTOMY YTO BCE XenesHble cTe-
Hbl M3ay4anu Mmepuaiowuin ronyboi cBeT. ITOT HEPOBHbIN
cBeT CNOBHO BONHamMu npoberan TO CHU3Yy BBepX, TO CBeEpXy
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BHU3. BonHbl cnauBanuce Apyr ¢ APYrOM U CHOBA YCTpemMns-
NMCb B PpasHblie CTOPOHbI, YTOObI NOTOM WCYE3HYTb FAe-TO BAANM.

MoHavany [1XuUM ¢ HEKOTOpPOW OMAcKkOW CMOTPEN Ha 3TU yyaec-
Hble nepenuBbl: OH 60ANCA, YTO ero MOXeT AepHYTb TOKOM. Ho
lykac ycnokoun ero. |

— TyT HeT HM4Yero onacHoro, — ob6bACHUN OH. — Beab 31O Xe
HE 3NeKTPUYECKUM TOK, & MArHUTHOE U3NyYyeHue, OHO He MOXET
NPUYMHUTL HUKAKOro Bpeaa. Ero HaswiBaloT ewe orHamu CBATOro
Jnbma.

Koraa OHM NOAOWANU K BUHTOBOW NECTHULE, TO YBUAENU, YTO
W 34ecb Bce 3anMTO BoAwebHBIM ronyboBatbim cBeTOM. C KakuMM-TO
NPUATHBIM YYBCTBOM OHWU CTanu NOAHUMATLCA HaBepx: Bnepeau
Nlykac, 3a HUM [xum.

OHU WU M WU, MONYA OTCYUTBLIBAA CTYNEHbkW, a oruu Cas-
10ro dnbma OCBELW AN UM NyTb, NPU 3ITOM OHWU HUCKONLKO He
CTAaHOBMNUCb MEHbLUE, CKOopee HAobopOT — 4yem Bbille, TEM fipye
CBETUNUCL CTEHDI.

— [fla, MOWHBLIA MarHUT, — 3ametinn Jlykac.

— Ara, — otkaukHynca [xum. — UHTepecHo, Kak Tbl Aymaellb,
MOpCKas MANIOMUHaLua yxe 3apabotana?

— [llymaio, 4to pa, — ckasan Jlykac.

OHu npogonxani NOAHUMATLCA NO BUHTOBOW NECTHULE, YyBCTBYS,
KaKk No mepe NPUOANKEHUA K BbIXOAY BO3AYX CTAHOBUTCA BCE XONOA-
Hee. XKap, UCXOAMBLUWIA U3 HEAp 3eMnu, He 3abupancs Tak BbICOKO.

HakoHeu Apy3bs, OAONEB NOCNeAHU BUTOK, BbIOpAnMCb Hapyxy,
uenslie U HesBpeAnMble, XOTA U ycTanbie.

To, 4TO OHU yBuAenn nepes cobolo, He NOAAABANOCL HUKAKOMY
ONUCaHUIO — NEepea HUMU OTKpLINacb HeBUAAHHAA KpacoTa, U oua-
pOBaHHbIe BCEM 3TUM Benukonenuem Apysbs OykBanbHO 3acTbiiu
B HGnaroroBeMHOM co3epuaHuu.

Bce mope, KOTOpO€e COBCEM e€lle He[aBHO BLIMNAAEN0 MPAYHOM,
3N0BeLWEeNn CTUXUEN, Tenepb CBETUNOCL MATKUM 3€NeHbIM Mepualo-
wum ceetom. OH wen U3 cambix rybuH U pasnuBanca No BCe
NOBEPXHOCTU A0 CAMOr0 rOPU3OHTA.

Mpuyem 370 6bIN OYEHb KPacUBLIA 3€NE€HbIA LBET, Kakoh BCTpe-
4aeTca TONLKO B paayre Man y HEKOTOPbIX OYEHb PeAKUX Aparo-
UEHHbIX KamMHeil. MUPHO KaTUAUCb BOAHLI, HonbliMe U ManeHbkue,
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My Kaxaon Ha rpebHe UCKpuUnocb 6ecuucieHHoe MHOXECTBO
CBEpKaiowMx OroHbkoB. Jlykac 0B6HSAA CBOEro maneHbkoro Apyra.

— Mocmotpu, AXuM, — B3BONHOBAHHO CKa3an OH, Kak Obl
o6Boas pykoi 6GeckpaiiHue NpOCTOpbl. — DTO U €CTb Mopckas
UNNIOMUHaUUSA.

— Mopckas unnniomuHauus! — nostopun [xum, 3amupas ot
BoCTOpra.

[py3bs O4YeHb rOpAUAUCL TeM, YTO UM BCe-TakuM yAanocb Ha-
naguTb 3Ty KPacory.

rMABA BOCbMASR,
8 xomopolil pa3HoobpasHble sewju
CMAaHOB8AMCA HeNOOBUNCHBIMU,
a dpy3va npoeoodam He CAUUKOM CNOKOUHYIO HOUb

Hanio6oBaBlimnce BAOBONL CKa304HbIM BUAOM, APY3bA pewunu
CNycTUTbCA K OyxTe, rae OHM ocTaBuan pycanky. UHTepecHo,
YTO OHa CKaxeT Mo NoBoAy ux paboTeli? Jlykac Bne3 B CBOU
6awmakm, 3alWHypoBan Ux n yxe xoten 6610 MATH, HO, K CBO-
eMmy COOCTBEHHOMY YAMBNEHUIO, MOYEMY-TO HE MOM CABUHYTLCA
C MecCcTa — HOru CA0BHO Npupocan k 3emne. [xum Tem Bpe-
MeHem Ge3ycnelwHo nbiTanca OToApaTbh OT CKan AWMK C MWH-
cTpymeHTamu. beino Takoe BneuvatneHue, ByaTo BCe XenesHbie
WHCTPYMEHTLI BECAT Tenepb NyaoB CTo. Korga xe OH 3axorten
NOAHATL CBOW PEMEHb, TO OKa3anocChb, YTO U MpAXKA Kpenko-
HaKpenko npuaenunacb K ckane, CNOBHO ee KTO-TO npunasn.

MuHYTY Apy3ba B HEeAOYMEHMM CMOTpenu Apyr Ha Apyra.

— Yept nopepu! — pacxoxotanca sapyr Jlykac. — [xum,
Kakune mbl ¢ To60on HepoTensl! Beab coscem 3abbinu, 4TO ecau
Mbl MOMUHUM MArHUT, TO OH HA4YHeT BCe-Taku AencreoBaTthb!

— [a yx! [encTtByer 4utO Hago, — ckasan [>xum n ewe pas
nonpob6osBan OTUENUTL CBOW PEMEHb OT 3emMn. — YTo Xe Ham
Tenepb Aenarb? He MOXeM Xe Mbl 34eCb OCTaBUTb CBOW Beliu!

— H-pa, — o3aboyeHHo npobopmotan Jlykac u noyecan 3a
yxomM. — Tbl nNpas, Apyxuuie. MHe TOXe He CAUWKOM HpaBUTCA
nepcnekTUBa NPOrynnMBaTbCa TYT 60CUKOM.
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B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BApYr CTykHyn ce6a no n6y.

— lpoknatue! Hawmn nokomoTtusbl!l — wucnyraHHo 3akpuuan
Nykac.

OH BBICKOYUN U3 CBOMX 3acTbiBLUMX GalwmMakoB u ctan 6bicTpo cny-
CKaTbCA BHU3, XOTA, KOHEYHO, BOCMKOM 3TO 6bINO He Tak-TO ferko.

Axum nocnewnn 3a HUM.

Kpuctn n Makcuk cToann npuxasliuCb K MarHUTHOMY yTecy.
MapoBO3bl He Ka4yanucCb, He ABUranucb, 6yaTo HamepTBO NpH-
pocau K ckane. [laxe HU OAHO CaMO€ MaNeHbKoe KONECUKO He
KpyTUNOCb. OHN CNOBHO OKameHenu.

Cron Ha 6epery, Oxum un Jlykac kak pa3 o6Ccyxaanu, 4to xe
WM Aenatb Aanblle, Kak TYT U3 BOAbLl BblHbIpHYyNa pycanka.

— Kak uyypecHo y Bac Bce noay4ynnocb! — BOCKAUKHYNA OHa,
pPajOCTHO 3axnonas B nagowu. — A Bam Tak 6narogapHa! Ot
UMEHU BCex MOPCKUX obuTaTenei Bbipaxal Bam Hawy ray6o-
Yanwylo NpU3HaTeNbHOCTL! Bl yXe Buaenu, kak CBETUTCA mope?
Mpasaa, 3To BenukonenHo! A yxe ycnena 3aeCb HEMHOXKO MO-
nnasaTb. Ax, kak 6yaeT paa mo#i nanoyka! Tenepb OH MOXeT
yCTPOUTb NpasAHWMK B 4eCTb NEpBOro kopona mopa [ypymyuwa.
CeroaHa kak pa3 ero AeHb. Y Bac ecTb kakoe-Hubyab xena-
HMe? A1 yBepeHa, naneHbka 6yaeT O4YeHb paj BHINOAHUTL Balue
xenaHue.

— Q[a, aa, munas GapblwHa, — nepebun ee webetaHbe Jly-
kac. — Y Hac ecTb xenaHne. Mol xoTenn 6b1 nockopee ybpatbcs
oTcloAa.

— Camo coboit pasymeetcal — TyT xe 3aTapatopuna pycasnka
panowe. — Cenyac A BMUI NO30BY CBOUX CKakyHOB U OTBe3y
Bac, Kyaa Bbl TONbKO Noxesnaete. XOTb 3a TPUAEBATb 3€MeSib.

OHa yxe MaxHyna XBOCTOM, cObupascb He Means HU CEeKYyHAbl
OTNPaBUTLCA 3a MOpPXamu, HO Jlykac ycnen OCTaHOBUTL €e:

— MuHyTKy, munaa 6apbiwHal TyT ecTb 0AHa 3arsossaka. Mol
HEe MOXeM Tenepb CABUHYTb C MECTa Halln JOKOMOTUBLI, NOTOMY
4T0 60NbLIOK MarHUT nputaruBaet ux Kk cebe. A 6e3 N1OKOMOTHU-
BOB HaM HU TyAa WU HU ClOAa.

— AX Tbl Bnaablka Mopckon! — BOCKNWUKHYna npuHuecca. —
Huyero ceb6e noaapodek! Yto xe Tenepb aenatb?
— BoT umeHHo, — npobypuyan Jlykac. — 370 U Mbl camu
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xoTenn 6bl 3HaTb. Mbl CMOXeM YATU OTCI0OAA TONLKO NOcCAe Toro,
Kak CHOBa BbLIK/IIOYUM MarHuT.

— A KaK Xe MOpCKas WAIOMUHALMWA? — 4YyTb He nnava cnpo-
cuna npuHuecca Cypcynanuuum u gaxe noseneHena OT yxaca.

— Tpuaetca noka o6oiTuce 6e3 Hee, — oteeTUn Jlykac. — MHaue
Ham OTCloAa He BbibpaTbcs. He moxem e Mbl OCTaTbCs TYT HaBceraa.

— DJTO KakK-TO He BXOAMNO B HawwW naaHbl, — po6asun [Jxum.

— Qa, Apa, KOHe4yHO, — cornacunacb npuHuecca. — A Bac
xopowo noHumato. Kak xe 6biTb?

— Boo6uie-To, 4eCTHO roBops, €CTb OAUH BbIXOA, — CKasan

HakoHel, nocne AOAroro monyaHus Jlykac, ycneswwui 3a 370
BpeMs BbIKYpUTb NOYTH uenyto Tpybky.
— W kakoih xe? — C HajexAaowW B ronoce crnpocuna pycanka.
— HyxHO nonpo6oBaTe HaiTh Koro-Hubyab, K10 6bI OCTancs
TYT BMECTO HAcC U BKAIOYUA MArHUT, NOC/Ae TOr0 Kak Mbl OTOWAEM
AOCTAaTOYHO Aaneko OTCloAa.

— A MoxeT 6biTb, A CnpaBAlOCb C 3TUM? — npeanoxuna
pycanka.

Apy3ba He CMOran yaepxatbcsi U pasynbibanuce.

— Hert, munas 6apbiwHa, — Bo3pa3un Jlykac. — Tam BHU3Y —

CTpawHas xapa. He aymalo, 4To Ans BacC 3T0 camas NOAXOAsWas
Temneparypa.

— Mo# xeHux Ywaypuwyym mor 6bl, HaBepHoe, nonpo6o-
BaTb, — He C/AUWKOM yBEpeHHO cka3ana pycanka. — OH meHee
YyyBCTBUTENEH. BCe-TakM OH KaK-HUKAK COCTOUT B POACTBE C Ye-
penaxamu, XOTS U B OTAANEHHOM.

— HasepHoe, mor 6bl, — cornacuncs Jlykac, — TOnbKO rae
ero Hanmtu?
— DT0 BEpHO, — COBCEM Yy>X€ CHUKLIUM FONOCOM NpOrosopuna

npuHUecca U BCXAUNHyANa.
— Hy Heyxenun BO BCEM OKeaHe He HaWAaeTcs KOro-Hubyab,
KTO cnpaBuaca 6bl ¢ 3TUM Aenom? Beab mbl BCE nokaxem, Bcé

pacckaxem! — Bmewancs B pasrosop [xum.

— Moxer, u HaihaeTca, HaAO nocnpawunBaTb, — MNOMEANUB,
ckasana pycanka.

— OT1anyHo! — obpagoBanca Jlykac. — A CKONbKO MOHaA0-

6utcs BpemeHu, YTo6bl Mocnpawusatb?
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— [la Heaonro! — ycnokouna ero pycanka. — JleT BoceMb-
AECAT, Hy cTO, He 6onblue.

— Munas 6apbllWwHA, — C HEKOTOPOW rpycTbio B ronoce OT-
BeTun Ha 370 Jlykac, — K COXAaNEHUIO, TaKUM BpPEMEHEM Mbl
He pacnonaraem. Ho y meHs ecTb Apyroe npeanoxeHue. Mol
¢ AXUMOM BbIKNIOHAEM MATHUT U efemM NOo CBOUM jenam. A
Bbl TEM BpPEMEHEM NOMUWUTE KOro-HMOyAb, KTO cnpasunca Obl
¢ 3TOW 3apaden. [loka Bbl HanaeTe NOAXOAALWYIO KaHAWAATYPY,
Mbl CTO pa3 ycneem obepHyTbcs. Npueaem u NOMoOXeM Bam TyT
HCE HaNaAuThb.

— Heyxenu Bbl XOTUTE NPAMO CeAYac OTKNIOYUTb MArHUT? —
I} yXace BOCKAUKHyna npuHuecca. — Ho Beab cerogHs nNpasaHuk,
W Ha3HayeHa TOpXecTBeHHas WANloMUHauMA. Y nanel BO ABOpLe
yXe HaBepHska Havancs 6an, a MHe Gbl Tak XOTE€NOCb HEMHOXKO
notaHuesaTb! MoxeT 6biTb, Bbl NogoXxaeTe A0 3aBTpa? Hy oaHy
noys! Moxanyiicra!l A npowy sac!

Apy3ea nepernaHynucs, u Jlykac, KUBHyB ronoBOi, cka3san:

— Hy xopowo, mbl nogoxaem Ao 3aBTpa. Bce paBHO mbi Tak
yCTanu, 4To Ham Nyywe cHayana kak cneayet Bbicnarbcs. HoO mbl
AENCTBUTENIbHO MOXEM OCTaTbCA TO/NLKO A0 3aBTpa, NOTOM Ham
HYXHO ABuUratbcs Aanbue. [lepegainTte 310, NOXanyncra, salemy
naneHokKe.

— HenpemeHHO nepeaam, — co B340XOM obneryeHuns npo-
monBuna pycanka. — [a, u He 3abyabTe nogymartb O Ballem
wenaHuun. Mana o6a3atenbHO €ro BLINOAHUT. A nNoka euwe pas
OrpomHoe cnacm6o u Ao csuaaHus!

— Jflo ceuaanuna! — nonpowanuce ¢ pycankon [xum un Jlykac
M nomaxanu en Bcnen.

Mopckas npuHUecca KNMKHynNa CBOUX CKAKyHOB, N OHU TYT Xe
NPUNALINK Ha ee 30B. Ynpsxb nexana, 6poweHHas Ha Gepery,
1am, rAe npuHuecca pacnparana MOPXEN.

— 3TO0 A BCe OCTaBAIO 34€eCb, 1 BeAb CKOPO BEpHYyCb! — KpukK-
Hyna Hanocneaok Cypcynanuyu, BCNpbirHyna Ha cnuHy 60nbliomy
MOPXY, LiIeNKHYyNa A3blkOM W NOHecnacb NO BOAHAM, NOAHMMaA
(hoHTaHbl 6pbI3r, a CNeAOM 3a Hel YCTPEMUAUCH OCTaNbHLIE MOPXM.

— Toponutca mansiwka! — ycmexHynca Jlykac. — byaem Ha-
JleATLCA, YTO OHA TaK Xe 6bICTPO BepHeTCs Hasaj.
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FAABA AEBATARAR,
8 xomopoli cum nvimaemcs Hallmu pasauyue,
a xoe-Kakue eewjl HAYUHAOM aemambp

Koraa Ha cneaylouwiee yTpo npoaporwue Apy3bs BblA€3NU U3-noa
NIOKOMOTUBA, HAcTpoeHue y Hux 6bi0, NPAMO CKaxem, He
chmwkom 6oapoe — HOYb Bbiganacb He M3 NpuUATHbIX. [Ja
n ceilvac ewe Hebo 6bino0 o6noxeHO Tywamu, BeTep Tpenan
KOCMaTble BOJIHbl, KOTOpblE C FPOXOTOM pa3busanuce 0 xenes-
Hble rpomaguHbl. [pu cseTe gHA BapBapckoe mope BuIrnsageno
He HaMHOro NPUBETINBEE, YEM HOYbIO, XOTH, KOHEYHO, CMOTPETb
Ha Hero yxe 6bl10 He Tak XYTKO.

Axum n Jlykac pewnnn 6€3 NUWHUX NPOBOJIOYEK 3AHATLCA
MarHMTOM, NOCKONbKY OHU WU3PAAHO NPOroNoAanvUCb WU, NOXanyw,
He oTkasanucb 6bl OT xOpolero 3aBTpaka, HO nakeT ¢ 6yTep-
6posamun U KpyTbiMK AlLAMK, a TakXke Kakao, NMPUroTOBNAEHHble
rocnoxown Kaakc, u3-3a marHuta 6biinM Tenepb Hakpenko 3anepThbl
B kabuHe. [lHem mope BCe paBHO He CBETUNOCb, BoAa Bhirnsgena
coBepLieHHO O6bIKHOBEHHOM.

Apy3bs cHoBa 3abpanucb Ha camyio BepXYLLKY yTeca, rae Bo3ne
NATUYFONbHOTO BXO4a B KONOAEL, OHW OOHapyXunu OoCTaBNeHHble
34ecb BYepa AWMUK C UHCTpymeHTamn, 6awmaku Jlykaca, doHapb,
NePOYUHHbLIA HOXWYEK M pemeHb [knma. C HOYM HUYEro He u3-
MEHUNOCh, Beln No-npexHemy Obln NPOYHO NpUKNEEeHbl K ckane.

K coxaneHuio, B AlLMKE C UHCTPYMEHTAMMU OCTANCs TONAbKO OAWH
Hebonbwoi orapok ceeuyu. Ho Jlykac noayman, 4to, HaBepHoe,
3TOr0 XBaTWUT, BeAb CBET UM NOHAZOOUTCA TONLKO Ha O6paTHOM
nyTW, KOrAa OHW yX€ PasOMKHYT MarHuT, a noka um 6yayt oc-
gewarb Aopory orHun CBATOro 3nbma.

Tak oHO U 6bin0. Bce cTeHbl 6e340HHOMO KONOALA CBETUAUCH
rony6oBaTbiMi OrOHbKamm, U Apy3bs 6€3 Tpyaa MOFAKM CNYCTUTLCA
BHMU3 MO BUHTOBOW NECTHULE.

— YecTHO roBops, Aaxe HEMHOXKO Xanb, YTO Ham npuaetcs
Tenepb pa3’oMKHYTb MarHWT, BeAb BCe-TakW Ham NPULINOCL 340PO-
BO MOBO3UTLCA, NPEXAe YeM Mbl HaNaanamn ero, — ckaszan xum.

— [naBHOe, B KOHUE KOHUOB, YTO Mbl pasobpanuch, Kak Aaeit-
CTBYET MarHWTHas cuctema. 3Haelb, 3TO Aaxe HENN0Xo, €Cin Mbl
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cevac nNpoBepuUM, AEACTBUTENBHO NU TaK NErko BKAOYATb U Bbl-
KNlOYaTb MarHWT, — BbICKa3an csoe MHeHue Jlykac.

~— Hy 1 4TO 3TO Ham pact? — cnpocun [xum.

— A T0, YTO, €CU 3TO AENCTBUTENbHO HETPYAHO, MOXHO 6yaeT
H3ATb KOFrO-HUMOYAb CMOTpUTENEM, KOTOPbIA, HAMpUMEp, OTKaYan
Obl cuctemy B cnyyae npubnuxenus kopabnsa. Torpa He 6bino
Obl 34ecb kopabnekpyweHuit, a B TO Xe BPEMS MOPCKUE XUTENu
niobosanuce 6bl CBOEH WUANIOMUHaUuen, — oTBeTun Jlykac.

— [fla, npekpacHaa naeq, — cornacunca xum. — Ho 3axoyer
M KTO-HUOYAb U3 3AewHux obuTateneit CTaTb CMOTpPUTENEM?

— Hy a noyemy 6bl U HeT? — BO3pasun Jlykac. — TONbKO HYyX-
HO HaNTU NOAXOAALLYIO KAaHAMAATYPY. A AyMalo, kak pa3 Mopckue
XUTENU HE CNUWKOM XOpOoWwW ANA TakoW ponu.

— 3T0 BEpHO, — cka3an [>Kum, — UM BCe-Taku HyXHa BOAa.

bonbwe Apy3bs Tak HUYEro U HE MpUAYMANU U NOTOMY MOYa
NPOAONXKANAU CNYCKATbCA BHWU3, NOKAa HakoHeL He Ao6panucb A0
(AMOro AHa KoJjoAua, OTKyAa OHWU Nepewnn B U3BUAUCTBIA TYH-
Henb, coeauHaBwuin oba yteca. Bbiias U3 TyHHensi, OHM CHOBa
OYYTUAUCL B CBEPKAlOLWEM LLapCTBe CTafakTUTOBOW newiepsl. 34ecChb
HWYEro He U3MEHUNOCb U BHLIFNAAENO Tak e, Kak BYepa.

Koraa Jlykac CKNOHMANCA Haj CTEKAHHOW AEeTanblo, U3nyyasllen
1akon cnenawmnin ronybor CBeT, YTO Ha Hero Henb3s 6bINO AOATO
(moTpeTb, [xum cnpocun ero:

— A MmoxeT 6biTb, 3Ta WITYKOBUHA caenaHa u3 Kpuctanna Beu-
HOCTU?

— BnonHe Bo3MoOxHO, — cornacunca Jlykac. — [lpyroe ctekno,
1noxanyi, He Bblaepxano 6bl NOA06HOW Harpysku.

Jlykac OCTOpPOXHO TPOHYN Ae€Tanb PyKoOW, 4TOObl NMpOBepUTb, He
packannnacb MM OHa OT XENEe3HOro CTEpP>XXHS, KOTOpblA MpOXOoAUN
nHyTpU. Ho konobawka 6bina egBa Tennoin.

— [peBOCXOAHLIA MaTepuan, — CO 3HaHuem jaena ckasan Jly-
kac. — BOT yx AeACTBUTENbHO Xailb, YTO €ro Tenepb HEe AenatoT.

3aTeM Apy3ba 3aXrIU CBOW Orapok, ykpenunu ero Hepaneko
OT LLeHTPa U OCTOPOXHO BbIHYAU AeTanb. B Ty xe cekyHAy cTa-
N0 TemMHo. Ha 3ToT pa3 Bce npowno Tuxo, obownocb 6e3 wyma
n rpoxoTta. [lewepa norpysunace BO mpak. Tonbko OT AoropaioLe
(Beyn wen ewe cnabulit cBerT.
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conen W nNbiXTeN, nNoka HakoHewl Jlykac, BUAS, 4TO ApYyr COBCEM
yXe W3HEeMOr, He B3Sn Yy Hero rpys, nepeaas €My, B CBOIO O4Ye-
peab, cBewy.

HakoHeu apysbs Bbibpanucb Ha cBeT, M Jlykac nocnewun otaatb
[Axumy ero cyBeHup, 4To6bl HajeTb HakoHel 6awimaku.

— Hy BOT, — cKa3an OH, AOBO/bHLIA, nonpoboBaB caenarb He-
CKONbKO WaroB Tyaa-cloga, — Tenepb BCE B nopsjke, OHWU ONATb
Asuratortcal

[Xum TeM BpeMEHEM ycencs B CTOPOHKE U, NONOXUB Ha Kone-
HU Xene3Hbli KyCcok, TwaTenbHO 06cnesoBan ero Co BCEX CTOPOH.
[AoctaB U3 AWKUKa MONOTOK, OH 06CTy4an 06NOMOK CBEPXY AOHU3Y,
HO HUyero ocobeHHoro He obHapyxun. MNoTom OH pewun B3ATb
APYro KyCOK >efne3a Takoro Xe pa3mepa, KOTOpbIA nexan no-
61130CTH, YTOOLI CPaBHUTL CO CBOUMM. Bopouas obnomkamu, [xum
HE 3aMEeTUN, KaK MONOTOK OKAa3ancs 3axaTblM MexXAy HUMMU.

N B TOT MOMeHT Jlykac, KOTOpbI KaK pa3 TONbKO YTO YAOXWN
WHCTPYMEHTbl U (DOHapb B AWMK U YCNeN 3aKpbiTb KPbIWKY, BAPYT
NOYyBCTBOBAN, YTO NOYBA YXOAMUT Yy HEro u3-noj HOr U kakas-To
nesegomas cuna TaHeT ero K [xkumy. AWK C UHCTpPYMEHTamu,
KOTOpbIA OH ele Aepxan B pykax, TOXe YCTPEMUICA B CTOPOHY
Oxuma. Tyaa xe oTnpaBunCca U pPemeHb, A0 CUX NOP CMUPHO
nexaswun Ha 3emne. OH B3BUNCA 3MeEEI0 U MONETEN MNPAXKOW




BnepeA K cBoemy xo03auHy. Jlykac co BCero pasmaxy NAoxXHyncs
Ha 3EMNI0 U, YBNEKAEMbIA HEU3BECTHOW CUNIOW, KOTOpas BUENU-
nacb eMy B MNOAMETKU U B ALWMK C MHCTPYMEHTaMu, BCe ele
OCTaBaBWWUACA y HEro B pykKax, HEYKNOHHO 3aCKONb3ua Bnepea.
Ho mexay [xumom un Jlykacom 6bin konoaeu! Euie muHyta —
u Jlykac nonetut BHM3! He ycnen OH OrNaHyTbLCA, Kak Ablpa yxe
npomMenbkHyna rae-t1o0 NOA HUM, a CaM OH akKypaTHO CnukupoBan
npamMo Ha [lxunma.

— Ol — wucnyraHHO BCKPUKHYN IOHbIA uUccnepoBaTtens npu-
poAbl. — Yero 3710 THl NUxaewbCcsa?

K cyacTbio, BO Bpemsa markon nocagku Jlykaca [xum ypoHun
o6pasubl U3y4yaemoi NOpoAbl, U MONOTOK, 3aXaTblil MeXAY HUMM,
61aronony4Ho BLICKOYMA NpU NajeHun. B Ty xe cekyHAy AedcTsue
MarHUTHOM CUAbl NPEKPATUNOCH.

— [llpowy npouieHus, ctapuHa, — CMYLEHHO uU3BUHMACA Jly-
Kac, — HO A He nuxalocb. [MpoCTO UTO-TO CAYYUNOCHL C MOMMU
Horamu. Ux kyaa-to noHecno He Tyjaa.

Jlykac nogHanca, notupas ywubneHHoe Mecto — OH 340pOBO
yAapunca HOrow.

— A 41O TYT y Teb6s 32 3KCNEPUMEHTHI? — MOUHTEPECOBA/ICS OH.

— /[la NpocTo y MeHs MONOTOK nomnan mexAay BOT 3TUMKU ABYMSA
Kyckamu. Buauwe, BOT Tak, — 06bACHUAN [XUM, AE€MOHCTpUpYS
NPUATENI0, Kak UMEHHO 6bln 3aCyHYyT MONOTOK.

U B Ty Xe cekyHay Jlykac CHOBa WMAKHYNCA Ha 3eMAI0, a ero
HOrM camu no cebe 3aApanncb KBEPXY U TYT Xe MPUKNEUNUCDH
kK ob6nomkam xenesa, kotopble [IKMM B TOT MOMEHT Kak pa3 Aep-
Xan Ha KoneHax. SAWUK C UHCTPYMEHTAMU U pemMeHb nocnewnnu
coctaButb Jlykacy kKomnaHuio.

— Tby Tbl, 4epT! — npocToHan Jlykac, npusemnasacb psaaom
¢ Axnmom.

Buas, kakoit HeOXuAaHHbI 3¢eKT NPOU3BEN €ro IKCMEPUMEHT,
AXuM HemeaNneHHO BbITALLKMA MONOTOK M, 3aNUHAACL, Ckasan:

— Ox, npocti, paau bora, Jlykac... fl... He 3Han...

— JlagHo, nagHo, — npobypuan Jlykac, B o4epeaHOi pas noa-
HUMascb Ha Horu. — Bce obownocb. Cnyliai, kakue BCe-Taku
CUNbHLIE 3TU TBOM MarHuTel! A BeAb BCero-To Asa kycka!

Tyt oH BApYr xnonHyn ceb6s no nby u 3akpuuan:
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— [Dxum! Yept nobepu! [la Tbi NOHMMaELb, Kakoe Tbl cAenan
OTKpbiTHe! Beab nonyvaeTcs, YTO He TONbKO 3TU ABa yTeca obna-
paoT haHTacTMYecKoW npuTarusalolen cunoin. [JoctatoyHo B3ATb
C KaXAON CTOPOHbI NO KYyCKy, U 6yseT TOT xe camblit 3cexT.

— lMpaBaa?! — paAOCTHO BOCKAUKHYN [dxunm. — N 3T0 a cae-
nan Takoe OTKpbITUE?
— KoHeuyHo, — oTBeTUn Jlykac. — Hapo Tenepb pa3obpartbes

KakK cnepyer.

FANABA AECATAA,
8 xomopoii Jxucum u Jlykac
usobpemarom nepnemyym-mobune

Mpexae 4em NPUCTYNNUTL K AanbHerLnm skcnepumeHTam, Jlykac
NPeAYCMOTPUTENLHO CHAN Halwmaku. OH BbICTPO CNYCTUNCA BHU3
K NapoBO3aM M NOAOXWUN B KabuHy Bce neTyuyne npeameTtsl —
bawmaku, AWUK C UHCTPYMEHTamu, pemeHb. Kpbllka TeHaepa
OTKpblIBanacb TeNepb O4YeHb NErko.

Kpuctn n Makcuk Bbirnagenn oveHb AOBOAbHbIMU, OHM ABHO
novyscTBoBaau obneryeHne, koraa HeBeAOMas CUNa, CKOBaBLUAA
WX, HakoHel ocnabuna cBoOIO xBaTky.

Jlykac Hackopo OCMOTpen ux, He MNOBPEAUNOCH AU 4TO, HO,
K cyacTblo, Bce 6bi10 B nopsake.

Y6eanBiuncb, 4TO BCEe XOpowo, Jlykac B3SA BMECTO MONOTKA
Kouepry v nocnewunn cHosa Hasepx K [xumy.

— Hy BOT, — ckasan OoH, — Tenepb Aasai NPOBEPUM, Kakon
cunoi obnajaeT Hail MarHur.

Dxnum B3an oanH Kycok, Jlykac — apyroin, u Apy3bsa npucra-
BUNM UX K KOHLAM Ko4epru.

Marxut cpasy xe 3apabotan, 310 6610 BUAHO MO TOMY, C Ka-
ko ckopocTbio 06a kycka Oka3anucb obnenneHHbiIMM CO BCEex
CTOPOH Menkumu o6bnoMKkamu MopoAabl, KOTOpble elle HeaaBHO
CNOKOWHO nexanu cebe Ha 3emne. paBaa, TyT He ObINO HUYEro
0CO6EHHOro, BO BCAKOM CAayyae NO 3TON MENoYn Henb3s 6bino
cule CyAuTb O TOM, HacKONbKO BeauWkKa Cuna MmarHuTta.
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— Ham HyxHO B3aTb Kycku nobonbiue, — pewmn Jlykac, —
TOr4a MOXHO 6yaeT NOHATb, Kakas y marHuta cuna.

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT CHWU3Y BAPYr NOCALILLIANCA CKPUMN KONEC
U KAKOW-TO NOAO3PUTENbHbLIA WYM. Hemano yanMBuBWKCL, APY3bS
nepernsHyaucb U NOAOWIIN K CamMOMy Kkpaio ob6pbiBa, 4TO6HI MO-
CMOTpETb, Y4TO Tam CAYHYUNOCb BHU3Y.

To, uTO yBMAENU BEAUKUE IKCNEPUMEHTATOPbI, 3aCTABUIO WMX
noxonoAeTb OT yxaca: Kpuctu, Tonctak Kpucru, cToan Ha 3agHux
Konecax, ynupascb nepeaHMMu B ckany.

A Makcuk, koTopbii 6bin BCe e nonerye, nosi3 nNO OTBECHOW
CTeHe BBepX, MPU 3TOM OH ABUrancs TO NPAMO, TO Kak-TO HOKOM,
TO HOCOM, a TO M NPOCTO NEPEKYBLIPKUBANCA yepe3s ronosy. N yem
61mxe OH 6bin K BeplIMHE, TAe CTOSN APY3bs, TEM CTpemuTeNbHee
OH Habupan CKOpPOCTb CBOEr0 He3amniaHMpPOBAHHOTO BOCXOXAEHUS.

— Jlykac! — B yxace 3akpuyan [xum. — Boikaoun marHur!
NHaue 6yaet nnoxo!

Ho Jlykacy cpa3sy €Tano fiCHO, 4TO 3TOrO AeNaTb HeNb3A.

— HeTt, — nporosopun OH, He BbiHUMas Tpybku u3o pra, —
Toraa Makcuk ynaaeTt n pa3soboetcs. lNpugetcs xaaT, Noka OH
BCkapabkaeTcs HaBepx.

C 3amMupaHuem cepaua Apy3bs CNeAUNN, KaK ManeHbknil napo-
BO3UK B36UpPAETCa Ha rONOBOKPYXUTENbHYIO BLICOTY. [XXUM Aaxe
3aKpbln rnasa, oH He Mor 6onblle CMOTpeTb.

— Hy BOT, OH yxe no4Tu 3gecb! — BOCKAMKHYN Jlykac.

AWM CHOBa OTKpbIN rnNasa u ysuaen, kak Makcuk, nepeky-
BbIPHYBILMCL, NPEOAONEN MNOCNEAHWA YCTYN W BBEpX TOpMmalika-
MU Bbexan Ha NAOWaAKy, FAe ero noaxuaanu Apysba. B 1y xe
MUHYTY Jlykac BbIKAOYUA MArHWT, OTUEMUB OT KOYEPru OAWUH U3
XeNesHbix KyckoB. lpuUTaxeHue cpasy xe ucyesno.

Oxxum 6pocuncs Kk CBOemy IOKOMOTUBY, KOTOpPbLIA nexan nepe-
BEPHYTHIA KOoNecamu KBepXy, Kak Kakon-Hubyab 6eCnomMOLLHBbIN
Xy4ok. HyxHo 6bin0 npoBepuTb, He noBpeauncs nu oH. Ho,
K c4yacTbio, obownocb. Makcuk OTAenancs Nuib HECKONbKUMU
uapanuHamu. ToNbkO BOT OT TakOW FONOBOKPYXUTENbHOW MNpO-
FyNoYku BuA Yy Hero 6bi1 HEeCKONbkO 06eCcKypaxxeHHbIN.

COBMECTHBIMU YCUNUAMKU ApYy3ba nepeBepHynn Makcuka. Jlykac
AocTtan cBoi 60nbLIOIN HOCOBOW NNaTOK W BbITEP MOT €O Nba.
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— Hy naagHo, xopowo, 4TO BCe Tak
KOHYMNOCb. Morno 6bITb U Xyxe, — npo-
bopmotan OoH. — Beab k1O 661 MOr noay-
MaTb, YTO 3TU 4YepToBbl 06NOMKU ObBnajatoT
rakov cuamuwen! Hu pasy B XU3HU HUYEro
noaobHOro He BuAen. ITO Xe Haao,
Ha Takom paccroaHuu! faxe Kpu-
CTU AocTanocb oT Hero! Hy Tenepb
5 mory cebe BOOOpa3nUTb, C Kakoif
CWNOW NPUTATUBAIOT 3TU ABE OrPOM-
Hble CKanbl.

JNlykac novecan 3a yxom, — 6b110
BUAHO, YTO eMy elle HUKAK He NMpUn-
M B cebs.

— 370 xe Hago! Yept nobepu! —
cokpywancs oH. [xum He oTxoaumn OT
cBoero Makcuka, oH xoTen TwaTtenbHo
cuie pas nposepuTb, He noBpeauNachb
/m kakas aetans. OH € ronosown yuen
B 3TO 3aHATUE W Aaxe He obpaTun Hu-
KaKkoro BHMMaHus Ha Jlykaca, KOTOpbIi
BAPYr MHOrO3HaYuUTENbHO MNOAHAN YKa-
JaTeNbHbIA naneu u 4to-10 HeccBa3HOe
labopmoTtan cebe nog Hoc:

— Ara, 370 3HayuT... pa3 OH noTawmn
Kpuctu Bnepea... MOXHO npocto... Hy
KOHEYHO, Toraga noAyyuTcs... TouHO!

N oH npuHancs pacxaxusaTb B3aj
W BNepea, 3aAyMYMBO HaAMOpPLLUB
no6. OH BCE XOAWN M XO0AMA, MoOKa
HakOHeL, He OCTaHOBWJICA C KPUKOM:

— Ectb!

— Y10 ecTb? — nouHTepecoBan-
ca [xum.

Nlykac 3arapgoyHo ynbibHynCs:

— CeWyac Tl BCe€ YyBUAULIDb,
ctapuHa. Ecnu Bce nonyuutcs,



Kak 1 310 cebe npeacTaBnsAlo, TO MOXHO OyaeT cuuTaTb, YTO Mbi
c To6oit caenanu BaxHoe OTKpbiTUEe. lMoWaemM BHU3 K TONCTAKY
Kpuctn. MHe HyXHO TamM HEMHOXKO NOKONAOBaTh.

C Benunyanwen NpeaoCTOPOXHOCTLIO APY3bA Hayaau CNyckaTbCa
BHM3 — BeAb Y HUX Ha pykax 6bin manbiwl Makc.

Do6paBwuce 6nrarononydyHo Ao OyxTei, OHW yBuAenn, 4to Kpu-
CTU CHOBA NPUHAN CBOE HOPManbHOE MNOJIOXEHUE U Tenepb CTOAN,
Kak BCeraa, Ha CBOMX Konecax, npasAa BbIFAAEN OH NPU 3ITOM
HECKONbKO 06uxeHHbIM. Ecim 6bi OH ceiruyac 6w Ha xoay, TO
TOoraa mor 6bl kak cneayet NOryaetb, NOCBUCTETb U NO KpahHen
Mepe XOTb HEMHOXKO paspaanTbCS.

— Hy uero Tbl Haayncs, Apyxok? — obpatuncs k Hemy Jly-
Kac, muposiobneo noxsionsiBas nNo kotay. — CeAyac NOCMOTPUM,
CMOXET /1N Hall MarHuT u Tebs CABUHYTb C MecTa.

— A aymaio, 4TO HeT, — BbICKa3an CBOe MHeHue [hkum, —
MHa4ye OH Toxe 3ane3 Obl HaBepx.

— [loHnmaewb, OH CAULIKOM TAXENbld, 1 NOTOMY Ha TakOM
60/bLIOM pacCTONHUM, KAaK TOTAA, MArHUT Ha HEro AencTBOBas
o4yeHb cnabo, — 06bvACHUAN Jlykac. — HO MHe uHTepecHo, uto 6y-
AET, eCiM Mbl YMEHbLIUM paccTtosiHue A0 ABYX meTpos. 1o moum
pacyeTam MarHuT AO0JsiXeH NpuTaHyTb KpUCTU CO CTpawHON CUNON.

Jlykac cHOBa npuuennn K Ko4epre BTOPOW KYCOK, U KOHCTPYKLMUSA
TYT Xe Hayana AencTBOBaThb.

Tonctoii Kpuctu 6ykBanbHO NOACKOYMA HA MeCTe WU pBaHyn
Bneped, TOYHO Kakoh-HubyAb 3asu, 4yTb He cbuB Jlykaca € Hor.
Makcuk, ctosswuin nosaan Kpuctu, Toxe B3neten u Co BCEro
pasmaxy Bpe3ajncs B ero TeHaep.

— BenukonenHo! — BockankHyn Jlykac, notupas ywubaeHHbINA
60k. — Cucrtema cdyHKUMOHUPYET OTAu4YHO! [laxe nyylwe, yYem
A npeanonaran.

— DTO ¥ ecTb Bbljaiouleecs OTKpbiTUe, KOTOpoe Mbli C To6oM
caenann? — cnpocun [xum.

— He coBcem, — otBeTun ¢ ynblbkoi Jlykac. — Ho noutw.

Oxum yausuncs.

Ans Havana Jlykac BbITaWna AWMK C UHCTPymMeHTamu. NoTtom
OHMU cHANU ¢ Kpuctn mauty, u Jlykac npuHanca ee nepecrpausatb.
OH BCe 4TO-TO KONOTUA, NpUKONa4YuBan, NpUBUHYMBAA, NbITASACH
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BMOHTUPOBATb YTO-TO BpOAE LIApHUPA, KOTOPbLIA OH Halwen cpeau
3anacHbIx AeTtanen B AULUKeE.

Koraa HakoHeu mauta 6bina nepesenaHa, Jlykac BCTaBun B Hee
cneunanbHbI WAapOBOM LWAPHUP, TakK YTO Tenepb ee MOXHO 6bino
noBopa4uBaTb — Bnepea, Hasaa, BOOK, KyAa YrOAHO.

— OtnunyHo! — npobacun Jlykac, notmpas Mo30aUCTbie pyKu. —
Tenepb Ham elle HyXHa nepeknaguHa. Tam y Hac B kaiote, rae nexar
napyca, 40M1xHa 6biTb Takas AepeBsaLIKa, KOTOPYIO Mbl eLLie NpUAeNbiBa-
M, 4ToObI NONOTHULLLE NYyYLLe HATArMBaNOCh. Taumn-ka ee cioaa, [Axum!

— A 41O Tl C Heil byaewsb Aenatb? — NOUHTepecoBanca [xum
nocne TOro, kak NpuHec Tpebyemyio aetans.

— Cenvac ysuauwsb! — Tonbko U orsetun Jlykac. Ha camown
Bepxywke mautol 6bina npogenaHa Ablipa, 4epe3 KOTOpYyio Rpo-
Aeprusancs kaHat Ana napycos. Bor B 3Ty camyio Abipy Jlykac
BCTaBUN nepeknaguHy. Monyunnace 6onbwan Gyksa T.

— Hy BOT, C 3TUM NOKOHYEHO, — AOBONbHLIA, Cka3an Jlykac. —
Ocranocb camoe rnasHoe.

OH B34/ KYCOK MarHuta 1 TWaTenbHO NPUMOTan ero BepeBKon
K OAHOMY KOHUY nepeknaauHol. TO Xe camoe OH npogenan co
BTOPbIM KYCKOM MarHuTta, NpUKPEnuB ero Ha ApPYrom KoHue nepe-
knaguHol. Tenepb 6ykBa T Bbirnsgena uHaue: kasanocb, YTO NOA
WAANKOW C 06enx CTOPOH y Hee MOBUCAU ABE XUPHIOWME KAAKCHI.

Tyt TonbKO A0 [XHUMa CTano NOHEMHOry AOXOAWUTb, YTO 3arean
Nykac.

— Marnut 6yaet nputarusarb Kpuctu! — pagocTHO 3akpuyan OH.

— Yrapan! — orvsetun Jlykac. — A Mbl MOXeM YNpaBAATh,
CUAA Ha Kpbllwe, NoHUMaewb? ECAM HakNOHUTL MauTy snepea, TO
marHuT 6yaet Bucetb nepea Kpuctu v notawmt ero 3a coboil.
Ecan xe Ham HyxHO 6yaeT caenaTb NOBOPOT, TO AOCTATOYHO Ha-
KNOHUTb MauTy BOOK, U MarHMT NOTAHET KpUCTW B CTOPOHY.

— O! — BocknukHyn [xum, He HaxoAs ApYrux cnos OT BOC-
xuweHna. — BoTr 310 pal — BLIMONBUA OH 4Yepe3 HeKoTopoe
spema. — Her, npasaa 3a0posBo! — W Tak pganee BCe B TOM
Xe Ayxe, Noka OH HakOHeL He npuwen B cebs OT M3ymMneHus,
a npuas B cebs, He BCNOMHUA 06 OAHOM BaxHOW Bewn. — [a,
HO BeAb NepeknaguMHa-tTo U3 gepesBa, — Ckasan oH. — A jgepeso

HE NPOBOAUT MArHUTHYIO JHEPruUio.
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— BepHo, — cornacunca Jlykac. — [lna 3TOr0 Ham noHajo-
6uTCca Kouepra. Ho 8 xouy ee yCTaHOBMUTb TakK, YTOObl Mbl B ftO-
60 MOMEHT MOTNN OTKAIUYMTL MarHuT. MHave Mbl HUKOrga He
OCTaHOBUMCS U Oysem BeYHO exaTb Brepea.

HaBepHoe, KOe-KTO U3 MOUX N06Ee3HbIX YuTaTenen ewe NOMHUT
0 TOM, 4To Jlykac, HajeNneHHbIn MHOXeCTBOM TanaHToB, cpeau
NMpo4Yero 3anpocTo MOr 3aBs3aTb 6aHTUKOM nobylo camylo Ton-
CTeHHylo xene3saky. OAHaxAbl OH YXe CHUCKan cebe 3acNyXeHHYIo
CnaBy, Koraa Ae€MOHCTPUMPOBAa 3TOT HOMep BO Bpems LUMPKOBOro
npeacTaBAEHUA, YCTPOEHHOro Apy3bsamu B Kutae. Hy a Ha 3TOT
pa3 ero TanaHT Hawen npakTuyeckoe npumerHeHue. OH Tak NOBKO
CKPYTMA Kouepry, 4To nocepeauHe o6pasoBasoOCb HEYTO BpoAe
HebONbLION NeTenbku, B 3Ty camyio NeTenbky OH U BOUA rBO3Ab,
KOTOPLIM MPUKPENUA KOoYepry MpAMO NO UEHTPY nepeknajuHsl.
Mpu 3Tom JlyKac, KOHEYHO, Cneaunn 3a Tem, YToObl KOHUbLI Ko4epru
noka He Kacaaucb MarHuMToB, UHauye 6bl IOKOMOTUB HEMEANEH-
HO noHeccs Bnepea. fpuaenae ko4yepry, oH npuessan Kk o6oum
KOHUAM NO BepeBKe, AOCTaTOYHO ANMHHOW, 4TOObI MOXHO 6biNO
cBO6GOAHO AepxaTb UX B pykax Hanoaobue BOX>XeW, eCau CUAETH
Ha Kpbllle NOKOMOTUBA. [OTAHEWb 3a MpaByl0 BEPEBOYKY — KO-
yepra NpUMeET FOPU3OHTaNbHOE MNONOXEHUEe, coeanHsas cobolo
MarHuTbl, U OHWM TYT € HauyuHaloT AeAcTBOBaTb. MOTAHeWs 3a
NeBYyl0 BEPEBOYKY — W Kouepra OTpbiBaeTcs OT MarHWTOB, U AeW-
CTBME MarHuToB npekpawiaetcs. Kto xouer cebe npeactaBuTb, Kak
3TO BLIFNAAEN0 Ha CaMOM Jefne, MOXEeT NOCMOTPETb Ha KapTUHKY
B cneaytowen rnase.

FrAABA OAVHHAALUATAA,
8 xomopoil cmapbiii moacmuiit naposo3 Kpucmu
83/1emaem Ha 8030YX, a seaukue udobpemamenu
HaKOHey Haxo0sm eépemsa NO3asmpaxkamsp

3akoHYMB BCE NPUroTOBAEHUSA, M306peTaTenn CNyCTUAN NOKOMO-
TUB Ha BOAY, a CaMW 3anpbirHyAU Ha Kpbilwy KabuHbI.

KpuCTM MArko nokauuMsancs Ha BOAHAX, MeANEHHO pa3BOpa4MBa-
ICb KOPMOW B CTOPOHY OTKPLITOrO MOps. MauTy Apy3bsi HaKNOHUAU
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Bnepes, Tak 4TO €e BepxywkKa C nepeknaguHon, OCHaWEeHHON
marHutamu, Tenepb 6bina meTpax B ABYX OT HOca kopabns.

— Hy>XXHO HEMHOXKO OTnNbITb, — cKa3an Jlykac, — uHade cuna
NPUTAXEHUs NoAencTByeT Ha Makcuka, M OH, TOoro u rnaaum, no-
NeTuT cnejom 3a Hamu. Xopowo, 4To A 3axBaTun ¢ cobolo Bécna.

OTtnnbiB Ha AOCTaToyHOe pacctosHue, Jlykac pewuaca Hadatb
IKCNepUMeHT. B3aB B pyku BOXXKM, OH Ckasan:

— Hy Bot, [xum, Hactan pewwaoouwnin MomeHT!

OH noTaHyn 3a npasylo BEPEBKY, U Ko4vepra ynernacb Ha nepe-
KNaguHy, 3aMKHYB MarHuTel. M B Ty e MUHYTYy OHM Hadanu
AeicTBOBaTb C HEeBEpPOATHOW cuioi, yBnekas 3a coboin Kpuctu.
/lokoMOTUB NOMYANCA 3a MarHUTOM, HO NOCKONbKY OH BUCEN Ha
mayte, yAaneHHONW Ha pacCcTosiHWe ABYX METPOB, TO AOrHaTb €ro
6bINO, KOHEYHO, HEBO3MOXHO. MarHuT Bucen, Tak ckas3atb, NPAMO
nepea HOCOM NOKOMOTUBA, 3aCTaBNAf ero CBoeW paHTacTu4eckon
CUNON HECTUCb Ha BCex napycax.

— O-ro-ro! — 3akpuyan [xum B BOCcTOpre. — [lonyynnocsb!
N ewe kak! Ypal

bpbisrn Beepom pasnetanucb BO BCe CTOPOHbI. KpucTu paspesan
BONHBI MNOYTU C TOW X€ CKOPOCTbIO, Kak TorAa, Koraa ero tawuna
Ja coboit ynpsxkka mopxeil. Ho Tonbko Tenepb C KaxAaoh MUHYTOM
OH NAabln Bce GbicTpee U GbicTpee.

— [lepxucb kpenye! — 3akpuyan Jlykac Bo BeCb ronoc, cra-
pascb nepekpudaTb CBUCT BETPa U WYM pa3beraolmxca BOAH. —
Tenepb 8 nonpobyio, MOXHO /i1 UM ynpaBnaTh!

OH B3an Mauty u cnerka nosepHyn ee Bnpaso. N B Ty xe
MUHYTY Kopabnb onucan poBHYIO NAABHYIO AYry.

— OtanyHo! — nuxkosan [xum. — A Mbl MOXEM OCTAaHOBUTb-
CA? — BAPYr CNPOCUN OH.

Jlykac notaHyn 3a fieByiO BEepeBKY, Koyepra OoTopBanacb OT mar-
HutoB, KpUCTH 3amMeAnun xoh, HO BCE Xe HUKAK He MOr cpasy ocTta-
HOBUTLCA, YX 6ONbHO OH pa3sorHancs. Jlykac OTKUHYN MauTy Hasag,
OTAHY/N 3a NpaBYi0 BEPEBKY, MArHUT CHOBa 3apaboTan, U NOKOMO-
imB notawuno Hasas. OT HEOXUAAHHOCTU OH Tak PEe3KO AepHyAcs,
4To kMM He yaepxanca U Co BCero pasmaxy naloxHy/IACA B BOAY.

Jlykac HemMeANeHHO OTKAYUA MArHUT U NOMOr CBOEMY ApPYry
BBIOPATLCA M3 BOAbI.

75



— Ot1amnyHo pabotaet! — BOCKAMKHYN [XUM, TPOMKO OT@bIp-
kuBafcb. — OcobeHHO TOpMO3.

— [la yx, AenWcTBUTEeNbHO Hennoxo, — cornacunca Jlykac. —
Jlyqwe, noxanyi, He 6biBaer.

— A Kak Mbl Ha30BeM Halle OTKpbiTUe? — cnpocun Axum. —
A aymaio, mbl o6s3aTenbHO AOMKHLI ero kak-Hubyab Ha3Batb.

— Tol npaB, — oTtBeTun Jlykac, — emy 0643aTeNbHO HYXHO
UMA.

Jlykac packypun cBoio TpybKy U 3agymancs.

— A Kak Tbl HaxoAullb TakOe Ha3BaHue — «[XXummobunb»
mnn «>KUMOTUB»?

— HeT, — CKpPOMHO OTKasancs [xum, — 3TO 3By4uT Tak, 6yaTo
A OAWUH cAenan Hawe OTKPbITUE.

— Ho T1ak oHO u ecTb, — ybexaan ero Jlykac, — BO BCAKOM
cnyyae, Tbi NONOXKWA Hayano.

— Ho rnaBHOe-TO caenan Tbl, — HacTtauMBan Ha ceBoem [xum. —

Mo3TOMYy MHe KaxeTcs, YTo Aydwe HasBaTb ero «Jlykomobunb»
unu, ewe aydwe, «JlyKOMoTUB».

— Het, — Bo3pa3un Jlykac, — 3TO NOXOXe Ha UCKOBEPKAHHbIA
«NoKomMoTuB». HyxHO nogob6bpartb kakoe-Hubyab 6onee TonkoBoe
HasBaHue. bonblIMHCTBO M306peTaTeneit Ha3LIBAIOT CBOM TBOPEHUS
Nno KakoMy-HuGyab OCHOBHOMY, CamMOMY CyULeCTBEHHOMY NpH-
3Haky. Aral A npuagyman. Mbl Ha3oBem Haule OTKpbITUE CIO0BOM
«nepneTyym-mobune».

— A 4TO 3TO 3HAyYuT? — nOuHTepecoBanca [>kum, cropas oT
niobonbiTCTBA.

— 370 3Ha4uT, — 06bACHUN Jlykac, — 4TO Hawa cuctema
yHKUMOHUPYeT cama no cebe, 6e3 yyacTus GeH3MHA UAKU Kako-
ro-Hubyab apyroro tonnauea. MHorune usobperarenn nomanu cebe
ronoBy HaA Tem, kKak 6bl npuaymatb Takylo WTYKYy. HO Tak OHM
HUYero u He npuaymanu. Ecnm mbl Hawe n3obpeTeHne Ha3oBem
«nepnetyym-mobune», 1o Bce 6yayT 3HaTb, YTO Mbl PELWUAN Ha-
KOHel 3Ty npobnemy. Kak Tbl gymaewns?

— Hy, ecnn 1ak, — cepbe3Ho ckasan [xum, — TO A He BO3-
paxaio, 4To6bl Ha3BaTb €ro «nepnetyym-mobune»,
— OTanyHo, — ¢ ynbibkoit ckasan flykac. — C 3TUM Mbl Bce

BbIICHUAU. HO Tenepb MHE 6bl XOTEeNnochb nposecTn euwe oauH
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3KCMEPUMEHT C HawuM nepneTyym-mobune. Kak pa3 cambiit rnas-
Hell. depxuck, Oxum! MNoexanu!

C 3TMmu cnoBamu Jlykac NpUNOAHAN MauTy TakK, YTO MarHuT
BUCeN Tenepb NPAMO Haj NapoBO30M. Jlykac NOTAHYA 3a npasyio
BepeBky, U — MNpousowno 4yao!

CHayana meAneHHO, NOTOM Bce 6bicTpee U 6bicTpee Kpuctu
CTan NOAHMMATLCA M3 BOAbI, U BOT YK€ OH OTOPBANCA OT MOPCKOM
NOBEPXHOCTU U Ha4yan NOAHUMATLCA BBEPX... METP... ABA... TPM...
Monyyanocb kak B nugte. [>XKUM €O CTpaxy BLENUACA B CBOErO
cTapwero Apyra v owanensiMu rnasamum CMOTPeN BHU3 Ha MoOpe.

Jlykac, B obwem-1o, Toxe 6bin yausneH. OH He 6bin yBepeH,
YTO 3TOT 3KCMepumeHT yaactca. Ho Bce nonyunnock. Mepnetyym-
mobune Mor He TONLKO Cam ABUraTbCA, OH MOF elle U B3netatb!

— 3710 BaxHOe cobbiTUe B Haweih XU3HM! — TOPXKECTBEHHO
cka3an Jlykac.
— [a, a Toxe Tak Agymailo, — cornacunca dxum.

Koraa Apysba nponetenu yxe MeTpoB ABajuaTtb, BApYr He-
OXWAaHHbIA NOpbIB BETpa MOAXBATUA NepneTyym-mobune u ysnek
ero 3a coboi. Hy a nockonbky y NOKOMOTUBA Tenepb He 6biNo
TBEPAON NOYBLI NOA KONECaMW U OH CBOGOAHO Mapun B BO3AyXe,
TO BETPbl AN HEro Tenepb OblNM CTONMb Xe ONacHbl, Kak NOABOA-
Hble TeyeHua Ana kopabnei.

JNlykac nonpo6oBan HEMHOXKO NOPYAUTb mMauToi. OH HAKNOHUA
ee 4yTb-4yTb BMNpaBoO, U Nepnetyym-mobune, NOAYMHAACL Cune
NPUTAXEHUSA, BEPHYACA HA TO MECTO, OTKYyAa ero TO/AbKO Y4TO CHec-
no BeTpOM. KpUCTU HEYKNOHHO NPOAOAXAN NOAHUMATLCA BBEPX.
Tenepb OHW 6blM NPUOAU3UTENBHO HA BLICOTE NATUAECATU METPOB
HaA BOAOW. [1XKUM yXe He OCMenuBancs rnajetb BHU3, MOTOMY
YTO OT 3TOrO Y HEero HavyumHana KpyxuTbCa ronoBsa.

Jlykac, BOOAYLWIEBNEHHbIA TEM, 4TO 3KCMEPUMEHT yaanca, npu-
HANCH BbINUCHIBaTL B BO3AyXe FONOBOKPY>XUTENbHblE Urypsl, 10BKO
NnoBOpayMBas MauTy TO BAEBO, TO BNpaBo. Ecnu oH gepxan mauty
ropusoHTanbHO, Kpuctu ¢ 6elweHoi CKOpoCTbio yCTpemnanca Bne-
peA, HO 3aTo nepecTaBan NOAHMMATLCA. ITO He nomewano Jlykacy
yepe3 kakoe-TO Bpems 3acTaBUTb KpucTu pes3ko CnMKUpOBaTb BHU3.

OT BCEX 3TUX CMENbIX NeTaTenbHbiX YnpaxHeHun [xumy crano
Kak-To He no cebe, 0COBEHHO HEYIOTHO 6bINO Yy Hero B XWUBOTeE,
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— Bort 3p0poBo! — 3akpuyan Ixum B BOocTOpre. — Tenepb Mbl
NPOCTO MOXeM nepeneTtetb yYepes ropel BeHeu Mupa.

— PeweHo! — ckasan Jlykac u 3anbixten Tpybkoi, SBHO medTas
nockopee OTNPaBuUTLCA B NYTb. — Tak Mbl COKPATUM NYTb U CIKO-
HOMUM YyAMY BPEMEHM.

— [Nonyvaetcs, 3TO Aaxe XOPOWO, YTO Mbl CAenann Kpiok

U CTONbKO NPOBO3UAUCL C PEMOHTOM, — BbICKA3an CBOE MHEHUe
Axnm.
— KoHe4yHo, — oTBeTun Jlykac, — nyduwiero cnocoba CokpaTuTb

nyTe U npuaymatb 6610 Henb3s!

— Ho 4tO ckaxeT npuHUecca, KOoraa OHA BEpHETCH, Aa elle,
6bITb MOXET, He 0A4Ha, a CO cmoTpuTenem aAns bonbworo MarHu-
Ta? MNpunnbiBeT, a Hac U cnea NPOCTbinl — cnoxBaTunca TyT [kum.

— [fla, 310 BepHO, — o03ajauunca Jlykac. — Hapo e octasuthb
Kakow-Hubyab 3HaK.

— A 4t0 Mbl byaem genatb ¢ Makcukom? — cnpocun [xum. —
U3 Hero Toxe 6yaem pgenatb nepnetyym-mobune?

— Hert, 13 3toro Huyero He BbinAeT, — oteBeTUAN Jlykac. — OHU
6yayT TONbKO NPUTArUBATLCA APYr K APYry M TonkaTbcs. CAvwkom
onacHo.

— A moxeT 6bITb, nyywe Bcero 0CTaBUTb Makcuka 34ecb U 3a-

6patb ero Ha obpaTHom nyTu? — npeanoxun xum. — Kak Tbl
cyuTaetlb?

JNlykac kusHyn.

— A apymalo, 3TO camoe nyduiee, — cKasan OH. — Mbl Hai-

AEM €My XOpOLIee MECTO, 3aliULLEHHOe OT BETPa, a 4Tobbl C HUM
HUYEro He NPUKAIOYUNOCH, NOCAAUM €ro, Tak ckasaTb, Ha no-
BOAOK. A B KayecTBe NOBOAKA MCNONb3YEM MOPXUHBLIE BOXXMU.
Ecnu B Hawe OTCyTCTBME pycanka Bce-Taku o6bsBUTCA, TO nep-
BbiM AE€/IOM NPUMETCA UCKATb BOXXWU, U TOrAa OHA HATKHETCA Ha
Makcuka u ckaxeT cebe: ara, OHU HaBepHSka CKOpPO BepHYTCH,
yTobbl 3a6pathb ero.

— [aBan Tak u caenaem, — cornacunca xum. — lyctb Mak-
CUK OCTaHeTCa 34ecCb, BCe CNoOkoihHee 6yaerT.

Apy3ba 3akatuaM Makcuka B He6ONbyiO neuiepy, rae OH mor
HaAeXHO YKpbLITbCA OT BeTpa U A0XAA. [kum coopyaun u3 ynps-
XN NpoyHbii noBojok. OAUH KOHeL OH NpuUKpenun K Napososy,
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a Apyroh — K OCTPOMY BLICTYNY, TOpYaBLIEMY M3 CTEHbI HANOAO-
6ue kployka, Ha KOTOpbid [>XUmM HaBepTen ANs MPOYHOCTU LENbIX
CemMb ABOMHbLIX Y3N0B.

— Hy BoT, apyxuwe, — ckasan Jlykac, — Ttenepb Makcuky
He CTpalHO Aaxe 3emneTpsaceHue. A 3Haelb, A, MEXAY NPoYUM,
4epTOBCKU nporonogancs. Hennoxo 6bl Ham nepes AOPOroW Kak
cneayet nepekycutb. Y MeHs NPAMO CAIOHKWU TEKYyT MpU MbICAU,
4TO YyX€ CerogHs Be4epom Mbl Byaem ecTb YyAecHble OBOLLM roc-
noauHa JlaHs.

— Tbl Aymaewb, CerogHs BEYEPOM Mbl yxe Oyaem Tam? —
cnpocun [xum.

— Moyemy 66l M HeT? C Hawum nepnetyym-mobune 3to napa
nycrakos! — otBeTnn Jlykac.

Apy3bs Aoctanu u3 kabuHbi MalWMHWUCTA CbECTHbIE NPUMackl, KO-
ropsle cobpana um B gopory rocnoxa Kaakc, u ymsnu Bce nogum-
CTYt0, A0 Camoi NocneaHeh KPOLWKK. ITO, KCTaTU cKaszaTb, obuue-
M3BECTHLIN (hakT — Kak cAenaelwb BEUKOE OTKPbITUE, Tak cpasy
CTpaWHO XO4eTcs ecTb. KT0 He BepuT, TOT MOXEeT Cam MpOBEpPUTb.

FAABA ABEHAAUATASR,
8 xomopoil nepnemyym-mobuie wymv He pacwubaemcs
8 nenewky u3-3a kpacHo-beawvix ITonocamuvix 2op

Mxum nonpolanca ¢ Makcukom, nocne 4ero apysbs 3abpanucb
Ha Kpbily KpucTu, B3sauCb 3a BeCna M CHOBA OTN/LIAM NOAANb-
iwe. Tonbko TOraa Jlykac BKMIOYUN MArHUT W YCTAHOBWUA MauTy
nog yrnom. MNepnetyym-mobune nerko u 6ecluymHO nogHancs
W3 BOAbl W B3MbIN BBEPX.

MoaHABWUCL MeTPOB Ha €TO, Jlykac onATb NpMBEN MayTy B ro-
PU3OHTaNbHOE MONOXeHue. NapoBo3 nepectan NOAHUMATLCA U fe-
1en Tenepb BCe NPAMO U Npamo. CKOpPO yXe OT MarHMTHbIX CKan
(0CTanacb Ha rOpU3OHTe TOMBKO KPOLUEYHAs TO4euka, a 3aTemM U OHa
ucuesna u3 suay. Hebo Bce ewe 6bI10 3aTAHYTO 06Makamu.

— Camoe rnaBHoe, — ckasan Jlykac cnycts HekoTopoe Bpe-
mf, — pa3obparbCs, B KaKOM HanpaBAeHUW HaM Tenepb HYXHO
neTeTh.
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— Xopowo 6bl, — cornacunca Axum. — A kKak Mbl Byaem
pas3buparbca? Kyaa HM NOCMOTPULL, OAHO TONLKO MOpE, U Be3je
OANHAKOBOE.

— Mbl MOXEM COpPUEHTUPOBATLCA NO CONHUY, — O06BACHUA
Nykac. Axum nocmoTpen Ha HebO, HO CKBO3b TyCTyiO neneHy
obnakoB npobusancs cepblii CBET, U HUKAKOIO CONMHLA AaxXe He
66110 U B NOMMHE.

— Tyaa-TO HaM U HYXHO, Mbl AOJIXKHbI MOAHATHCA Bbiwe 06-
nakos, — ckasan Jlykac. — Ho AOAro TaM 0CTaBaTbCA HeNb3A,
NOTOMY YTO Ha TakOW BbICOTE BO3AYX HACTO/bKO Pa3pexeH, 4To
OYeHb TPYAHO Abiwath. Jepxuck, dxum!

C 3tumu cnosamu Jlykac cHoBa NPUNOAHAN MauTy, TakK 4TO Te-
Nepb OHa CTOAMA MOYTU NOA NPAMBIM YrNOM. KpUCTU B3MbIN BBbICH.
O6naka ctaHoBUAUCL BCe Hanxe n 6amxe. [XKUM C HEKOTOPLIM
6eCnoKONCTBOM NOCMaTpuBan Ha 3TU BO3AYLWHbIE FPOMaabl, Ha-
NOMUHABLUME MOrY4Yue ropbl CO CHEXHBIMU BEPLUMHAMMU, KOTOpbIE
KTO-TO NepeBepHYN BBEPX TOPMaLLKaMMU.

— Tbl Aymaewsb, 3TO HWUYErO, €CAU Mbl Ceivac BpexXemcs
B HUX? — He C/AUWKOM YBEPEHHO cnpocun [Xum.

— Hwuuero, — ycnokoun ero Jlykac. — Pa3Be 4TO NPOMOKHEM
HEMHOXKO, koraa 6yaem nponetatb uvepe3s aoxaesoe ob6nako.
Mpurotosbca! Mownu!

Apy3bs kak pa3 AoneTenn A0 TOW 4YepThl, OTKYAA HAYMHANCH
cnoit obnakoB. MUHOBAB 3Ty 4YepTy, OHU Cpa3ly Xe MOrpy3nauchb
B ryCTOW-rycToil TymaH. bbino Takoe owyuieHue, 6yato oHu no-
nanu B 6aHio, Tonbko B HaHe Tenno, a 3aech, Haob6OpPOT, CbIpPO
U XONOAHO.

Tak OHM BCE neTenn U neTenn, xOoTA MU3-3a TymaHa Kas3anochb,
YTO Ha CaMOM-TO Aene OHU CTOAT Ha mecTte. Ho BApYyr TymaH
paccTynuncs, U Apy3bsa yBuAenu nepea coboio uuctoe ronyboe
HebO, 03apeHHOEe Ny4amu ApKOro CONHUA, KOTOPOE BO BCEM CBO-
em Benukonenuu 6auctano B BbllUHE, OCBELLAN MPOH3UTENbHLIM
CBETOM pPaCKWUHyBLUMECH BHU3Y ocnenuTenbHo Henbie obnaka. OHu
pacTAHYAUCb Ha MHOr0 MWUAb BOKPYr, U [>XKUM, 3aCTblB OT WU3-
YMNEHUA, CMOTpPEN BO BCE rna3a Ha 3TO CKa3o4HOE LapCTBO, He
B CM/ax OTOpBaTbCA OT Takoih kpacoTel. BoT o3epo, 6yaTo 3anutoe
MONOKOM, a BOKPYF HEro rpoMoO3ANTCA 3aCHEXEHHbIE€ BEpLUHbLI, 3a
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HAMU NOAHUMAIOTCA 3amMku U 6allHW, CNOBHO BLICTPOEHHbIE U3 Ca-
Xxapa; OHU yTonaloT B GENOCHEXHbIX AEpEBbAX, KOTOpble, KaXeTcs,
cAenaHbl U3 HexHenwero nyxa. N Bcé 3aecb 6610 B ABUXEHUMU.
Bo3aylWwHble Macchl MEANEHHO NEPEMELLLANNCL, CO3/aBas BCE HOBbIE
W HoBble O0b6pa3bl. BOT TONbKO YTO Thl BMAEN NOAYLIKY BEAUKaHa,
1 Yepe3 MUHYTY OHa yxe npeBpatunacb B FUraHTCkuin 6enbiit
onbnaH. He ycnen Tol Kak cneayet pasrnaAe€Tb U3ALWLHBIA MOCTUK,
(OEAUHAIOWNA ABE BEPLUMHBLI, Kak BMECTO Hero nepea ToboW oka-
IbIBAETCA NoAKa, KOTOpas HeceTcs KyAa-To Bnepes NO MEHHbIM
nonHam Byliyiowero mMops; Tam, rae ewie HeaaBHO MOXHO 6bino
pasrnsaaeTb 3aragovHylo newepy, Tenepb 6un OrpoMHbIiA OHTaH,
(NOBHO BbIPYONEHHBIA M30 NbjAa WU 3aNOPOLLEHHBLIA CHETOM.
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Jlykac onpeaenun no CONHUY, KyAa WM HYXHO NeTeTb, u no-
CNEeWunn CNYCTUTLCA NOHWUXE, MOTOMY YTO B TAKOM Pa3pexeHHOM
BO34yxe AblwaTb 6biN0 O4eHb TPYAHO.

MponeteB kakoe-TO BpeMsA Haj MOpEM, ApYy3bs YBUAEAU Ha
rOpU3OHTE CBETAYIO NONOCKY. Tam yxe He 6bin0 Ty4, U mope
OCBellaNnoch CONMHUEeM. A Ha rpaHuue xopowen U NAoxou noro-
Abl, Tam, rage NOBMCNO nocneaHee nbllwHOe 06nako, nokasanach
6onblwywlan paayra, nepenuBalowlascs BCEBO3MOXHLIMU LIBETAMMU.

MNepnetyym-mobune ¢ asyms naccaxumpamu Ha 6opty 6bec-
WYMHO YCTPEMUACA K ITUM CKa304YHbIM NECTPbiM BOpPOTam U3
cseta. MawuHa nponetena nNoj camon apkon, Tak 41O [Kum
Aaxe ycnen 3aCyHyTb pyKky B CBepKalowuid pasHOLBETHLIA No-
TOK. Pasymeercs, OH HMYEro He NOYYBCTBOBAJ, NOTOMY YTO CBET
HeNb3a nowynaTb, €CAU TOAbKO, KOHEYHO, Tbi Cam He COCTOULWb
U3 cseta 1 BO3Ayxa.

MuHoBaB pajyxXHsie BOpPOTa, APY3bA OKa3anUCb B 30HE XxOpouleW
noroasl. Koraa sevyepHee CONHUE MEANEHHO CTano CKNOHATLCA
K FOPWU3OHTY, OKpawwunBas HeBOCKNOH B ferkue HeXHO-po30Bble
TOHa, [lXum 3ameTun Baanexke y3kylo nonocy 3emau. N ckopo
yXe Mope CMEHWNOCb Cyulei, Tak 4To Jlykac gaxe cHaBun BbICOTY,
4yTO6bl pa3obpaTbCs, KyAa 3TO OHWU 3aneTenu.

AXuUM pacTaHyncs Ha Kkpbilwe kKabuHbl U Tak, Nexa Ha XUBo-
Te, npuHsancs o603peBaTb OKPECTHOCTU. To, YTO OH yBuAen, no-
Ka3anoCb €My O4Y€Hb 3HAKOMbIM: MNOBCIOAY BWAUCL Y3KUE NEHTbI
py4einkoB, 4yepe3 KOTOpble OblAM NEepekMHyTbl M3ALWHbIE MOCTUKU
C HeOObLIMHLIMU OCTPOBEPXMMM Kpblamu. TyT U Tam Mmenbkanu
pasHoobpa3Hbie AepeBbA CaMbix HEBEPOSATHLIX NMOPOA, y KOTOPbIX,
0AHaKo, 6bIN10 04HO obulee CBOMCTBO — BCe OHU ObiAM Npo3pay-
HbiMK, OYATO caenaHHbLIMKU U3 LBETHOro cTekna. A B AOAUHe, Ha
FOpM30HTe, BO3BbLIWAUCL TMraHTCKUE TrOpbl € 3yO4yaTbiMKU BepLlu-
Hamu, packpalleHHbiIMU B kpacHo-6enyio nonocky. COMHeHWii He
0oCcTaBanocb. [lkum cpasy y3Han, 4to 3TO 3a CTpaHa.

OH BCkOYMAN U 3aKpuyan:

— 3710 Kutan!

Jlykac, A0BONbHLIA, KUBHYA.

— A TaKk n Ayman. 3Ha4uT, Mbl Ha NPaBUILHOM NYTU — CKOPO
6yaem y rocnoauHa JflaHs, — ckasan OH.
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Jlykac HanpaBun netatenbHbin annapar B CTOPOHY rop, paaom
C KOTOPbIMM MallMHA Ka3anacb NPOCTO XAaNKOW MYXOW.

— [haBHOe Tenepb — pewWwnTb, CTOUT AU HAM PUCKHYTb U MPAMO
CEroAHA NeTeTb YEepe3 ropbl MAU Aydlle CNycTUTLCA U A0XAaTbCA
yTpa, koraa 6yaet nocsetnee, — ckasan Jlykac. — Ceivac-1o yxe
TeMHOBAaTO, a CKOPO U BOBCE CTaHET TEMHO.

— D710 BepHo, — cornacunca xum. — Ho, ¢ apyron cTopo-
Hbl, — NPOAO/KAN OH, — HaM OCTanoCb COBCEM HemHoro. Cuutan,
4YTO Mbl Y€ MOoYTU Ha mecTel

— Hy xopowo, — He cTan cnoputb Jlykac u npusen mayty
B BEepPTUKANbHOE MONOXEHME.

NokomoTtns Havan 6bicTpo HabupaTb BbiCOTy. fae-To coBcem
PAAOM B TEMHOTE BbIPUCOBLIBANCA CUAY3T ropHoro xpebra. JlyHa
eule He Bs3oLina.

CasuHyB dypaxky Ha 3aTbinok, Jlykac npuctanbHO BCmaTtpusan-
CA B MpayHble BEPLUNHBLI, PACTAHYBLUMECA MOA YE€PHbIM KYMO/OM
Heba, ycbiNaHHOro APKUMKU 3BE34aMMU.

— YepT, — NpobOPMOTan OH TUXOHbKO, — TONbKO Obl BCe 6bINO
xopowo! Mo moum pacyetam, mbl Aobpanuck yxe A0 cnos o6nakos.

A NOKOMOTUB BCE MOAHMUMANCA U noaHumancs. N ¢ kaxaown
MUWHYTOM BO3AyX CTaHoBWACA Bce 6onee n 6onee paspexeHHbIM —
ApY3bf 3TO 4yBCTBOBa/M Ha cebe. [xuMy MPUXOAMNOCHL BCE BPEMS
CrnaTeiBaTh CAIOHY, 4TOOBI He Tak 3aknaabiBano ywu. Hackonbko
OHW YyAANUAUCb OT 3eMAU, MOHATb YXe ObiN0 Henb3s.

HakoHeu nyTewecTBeHHUKU Aobpanuck A0 BepLliWHbI NepBON
rpaabl. Jlykac cpasy ke onycTMA mauyTy, U NOKOMOTUB, nepecTas
noaHumartbcs, yctpemuncs snepes. Cpean 6e3mMoNBHOM TULLMHBI
nepnetyym-mobune napun Haj BeNMYECTBEHHbBIMU FPOMaaamm,
KOTOpble yXOAWAU KyAa-TO BHU3, COBepLIEHHO Tepsasck B 6ec-
NMPOCBETHON TbME.

— OctopoxHo! — saApyr 3akpuyan [xum.

HexaaHHO-HErajaHHoO U3 TEMHOTbl BbIHBIpHYNa BTOpas rpsaa,
koTopas 6blna HemHoro Bhilwe, Yem nepsasd. Ho Jlykac BoBpems
ycnen 3amMeTuTb ONacHOCTb U ObICTPbIM ABUXEHUEM MOAHAN MaY-
Ty. Kpuctn cTpenoin B3mbln BBbLICb, a BeAb A0 CTEHbl OCTaBanoChb
Kakux-Hubyab Heckonbko metpoB! Ewle cekyHaa — u OHu Obl
BpPE3anucCb CO BCEro pasmaxy B KaMeHHYI0 CTeHy!
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[>xum no4yyBCTBOBaN CTPaHHylo cn1abocTb, koTopas pas3nunacb No
Bcemy Teny. Pyku, HOru Apo>kanu, OH 3aAbixancs, CNoBHO GeryH
Ha ANUHHbIE AUCTAHUWU.

bnarononyyHo nepenetes 4epes BTOpoi xpebeT, B cnabom ceete
3Be3s Apy3bs yBuaenn tpetblo rpsay. OHa Obina euje HEMHOXKO
BbllIE, YEM BTOpas.

Jlykac Toxe Hauyan 3aabixatbCsi. Ha Takoi BbicOTe BO3AyX Obin
HaCTONbKO Pa3pexxeH, YTO ero yxe MpPOCTO He xBaTtano.

— MoxeT 6biTb... — xBaTas pPTOM BO34yX, cka3an [xum, —
MOXeT 6biTb, Mbl 3abepemcs B KalOTy U 3ajpaum BCe Lienn?..

— HeT, — caaBneHHbIM ronocom oteeTun Jlykac, — 3TO Ham
HUYero He Aact. MHe Beab HYXXHO BECTM Haw nepretyym-mobune,
WHaYe Mbl Bpexemcsa B ropy. HO Tbl, ecan xodvelwb, MOXelWb 3a-
ne3tb B kabuHy. S cnpasniocb 0aAuH, [Xum.

— Hert, — cka3an [xum. — Toraa A TOXe OCTaHYChb.

OHu nepenetenn 4yepes TPETbIO LEMb rop, HO Tam yxXe masyuna
yeTBepTas, KoTopas Gblna MOYTM YTO B ABa pasa BbilE, YEM nep-
Basn. Xopowo euie 3Be3jbl Ha TaKOW BLICOTE CBETUAU AOCTATOYHO
SPKO, UTOOLI OCBellaTb HEMPUCTYMNHbLIE KPY4Mu.

— Jlykac, — xanobHo npocToHan [xum, — AaBai NOBEpPHEM
nasaa. Ham He nepenetetsb!
— Hasaa neteTb pOBHO CTONbKO Xe€, CKONbKO Bnepesa, — OT-

pe3an Jlykac.

Y [xvuma nepea rnasamu NOMAbIAM LBETHbIE KPYrM U KpeHAens.
B ywax wymeno, u KpoBb CTyyana B BMUcCKax. Jlykac Toxe Mnouvys-
CTBOBaj, YTO CUAbI OCTaBNfIOT ero. Pykn ctann BaTHbiMu. OH He
Mmor yxe 6onblie yaepxusaTb MauTy BEpPTUKaNbHO, OHa PyxHyna
snepea, NPUHAB Tenepb rOPU3OHTaNbHOE MNONOXKEHME.

B Ty xxe MuUHYTY nepneTyym-mobune npockouun yepes yetsep-
1l xpebeT. OH npowen B munaumerpe ot rpebHs!

Becb maccuB COCTOAN U3 CEMU NapannenbHbiX FOpHbIX XpebToB,
HO 4YeTBepTas rpsaa, cocrasnsswas kak 6ol ueHTp, 6bina kak pas
camas BbicoKas. laTas yxe 6blna HEMHOXKO MOHUXE, LecTas eLie
HUXe, a ceagbmasi NO BLICOTE HE OTAUYANACL OT NEPBOMA.

DT0-TO M cnacno Apysei, NOTOMY 4TO Tenepb OHW NOCTENEHHO
HAYANN CHUXKATLCA, U BO34yXa CTaHOBUNOCL BCe 60onblie u 6onbLue.
laK OHM MOTUXOHbKY MpUxoannu B cebs.
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A 3a nocnepHel rpaaon HauuHanacb nyctbiHa Kpan Cseta —
3TO OHW 3Ha/AW ewe no nNepeBoMmy nyTewecTBuio. lNycTbiHA 6blna
rnaagkoh u pOBHOW, Kak KYXOHHas A0CKa, Tak YTO NPU3EMAUTLCA
TamM He cocTaBaano ocoboro Tpyaa. Jlykac yxe AOBONLHO NOBKO
ynpasnsncs ¢ netalowmum NOKOMOTUBOM, U MOTOMY OH MSATKO
u nerko nocagun Kpuctu Ha necok. J/IokoMOTUB npoexan He-
MHOXKO Bnepea U OCTaAHOBUACSA.

— Hy BOT, cTapuHa, Mol U npuexanu, — ckasan Jlykac.

— OtanyHo! — oTo3Bancs [xum u B3JOXHYN € obneryeHuem.

— Y10 X, ceroAHA Mbl AOCTAaTOYHO NOTPYAMNUCHL, KaK MHEe Ka-
XeTca, — ckasan Jlykac u NOTAHYANCS Tak, Y4TO CALIWHO 6bINO, Kak
XPYCTHYNU CyCTaBbl.

— MHe TOoXe Tak kaxetcs, — cornacunca [xum. [pysbs 3a-
6panuce B kabuHy napoBO3a M 3aBepHyNuCb B ojesna. YcTpa-
uBasacb noyaobHee, OHU OTHAAHHO 3€eBanu, HO NO-HACTOALLEMY
3eBHYTb HU OAHOMY, HU APYroMy TakK U He yAanocb, NOTOMY 4TO
Ha nongopore oHu 3acHymm. Ewe 6bl, Begb AeHb Y HUX BblAancs
HEe U3 Nerkux.

FAABA TPUHAALUATAR,
8 xomopoli dpyaeil npuHumarom 3a ggama-mopzamy

Ha cneayrownin aeHb Jxum un Jlykac Bctanu oveHb paHo. OHu
XOTenn elle A0 BOCXOZa CoMHUA A06paThCs A0 0a3nMca MHUMOTO
BeankaHa rocnoauHa JlaHa. lHaye um rpo3mno yAOBONLCTBUE
CHOBa OKa3aTbCcs B 06baTUAX chaTa-mopraHbl, KOTOpas C nep-
BbIMW flydaMKU CONHUA Y>XE HavyuHana CBOM NpokKasbl. 3TO MNpu-
poaHOe sBneHue octasuno y [Ixkuma He CAULKOM MNPUATHOE
BOCNOMMUHAHWE, KOTAa OHKU MO €ro MWIOCTU BO BPEMSA CBOErO
nepBOro nyTewecTBUN HECKObKO 4acoB Kkpagy 6ayxaanu no
NyCTbiHE, MOKa HakOHeL, HE BEpPHYAUCb K TOMY MecCTy, OTKyAa
Bblexann. Hert-HeT, yX Aayuiue A0 Xapbl NONacTb K rocnoguHy
JlaHi0, B ero XOpolweHbKNiA MaNeHbKUn AOMUK, TAE MOXHO
yyBcTBOBaTHL Cebs B 6e3onacHOCTM.

Kpome Bcero npouyero, y Apy3ein OTHYasHHO Yypuyanu >XWUBOTHI,
NOTOMY 4YTO CO BYEpPALHEro AHA OHU HUYEro He enu.
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— Camoe Bpemsa cenvac 4T0-HUOYAb NONOXUIL Ha 3y0, -— (Ka-
3an Jlykac, 6epscb 3a BOXXU, KOrAa APY3bA CHOBa YCTPOMAUCL HA
Kpbilwe nokomoTtusa. — EcCTb xouetca yxacHo! [lpamo kaxertcs,
YTO Ceryac Aaxe Ko3blpek OT dypaxku cxesan 6Osl.

O>XUM COHHO KuBan B OTBET.

— A 6bl npegnoyven 6ytepbpoank, — npob6oOpmoTan OH.

— A 6bl, noxanyi, Toxe, — Beceno ckasan Jlykac. — bbiocb
06 3aknag, 4To 4Yepe3 nmonyaca nepes Hamu OyaeT uenas ropa
6yTep6poa0B, NPUrOTOBAEHHBIX MUALIM FOCMOAUHOM JlaHeMm.

C 3TMMK cnoBamu OH MOTSAHYA 3a NpaBylO BEPEBKY, NEprneTyym-
mobune NnaBHO NOAHANCA B BO3AYX M NONETEN Haj NyCTbiHER, He
C/MIIKOM Habupas BbICOTY, HO 3aTO C AOBOALHO GONBLIOH CKOPOCTLIO.

Moa HMMKM paccTunanacb ronas NycTbiHA, a Ha Hebe, nepe-
NMBasiCb YyAeCHeWWMMN Kpackamn, pasropanacb YTPEHHSS 3aps,
KOTOopas C KaXAoh MUHYTOW cTaHOBMNACb Bce apye U kpawe. Ho
Ha ceil pa3 Apy3bs He NposBUAM OCOBEHHOro uHTepeca Kk Hebec-
HbIM KpacoTam. B nouckax oasuca rocnoguHa JlaHa u ero gomu-
ka OHM oblapuBanu B3rNSAOM BCIO NYCTBIHIO BAOAbL W MONEpek.
Nm o6s3aTenbHO HYyXHO O6blNO HaiMTU ero Ao TOro, Kak B3onAeT
CONMHUE M Ha4yHEeTCH xapa, U3-3a KOTOPOA B pacKkaNeHHOM BO3Ayxe
NOABNAIOTCA BCEBO3MOXHbIE BUAEHUS.

Mockonbky Jlykac TONKOM He 3Han, rae pacnonoXeH 0asuc, Bedb
B NPOWAbIA pa3 UM NOKasbiBas AOPOry Cam BeauKaH, OH peLuun
ur3arom obnetetb BCIO NYCTHIHIO.

Ho OH fBHO HeaoOUEeHMBaN CNOXHOCTb CUTyaUUW: CKONbKO OHU
HU NeTanu, HUr4e He yBUAENU AaXe MAKYLIKU NanbMbl, HE rOBOPS
yXe O kpble goma u Tem 6onee o npyae ¢ oHTaHamu.

— [laxe ecnu rocnoanH Ka flaHb Ya otnpasuncs kyaa-Hubyab

norynatb, — CKa3an 4yepe3 Hekotopoe Bpemsa Jlykac, crapasch
ycnokouTb [Ixunma, — Mmbl Bce paBHO ero ysuaum. Begb Bce-Taku
OH BeNukKaH.

B 3TOT camblii MOMEHT u3-3a ro\)moma noKas3anocb COMHUE
W 3aNUN0 BCIO NYCTHIHIO CBOMMU FOPAYMMU CBEPKAIOUMU NYyHaMMU.,
MyTelwecTBEHHUKU Aaxe NPUKPbIAKW rNasa pykamu, HacTONbKO WX
OCNenun SpKMiA CBET 3TOrO NbiNalowWero wapa.

— Tenepb y Hac 0CTanoCb COBCEM HEMHOrO BpeMeHW, — cka-
3an Jlykac, — ckOpo nosBUTCA ¢haTa-MOpraHa, U Bce AasbHeRwne
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nonbiTku 6yayt 6eccmbicneHHbl. HO noka Mmbl elie 4YTO-TO BuU-
AMM, Mbl Byaem netatb Haag NyCTblHEM HAa MakCUManbHOW BbiCOTE.
Ceepxy y Hac 6yaeT nyywe 0630p.

OH noctaBun MauTy BepTUKanbHO. JleTaowmit NOKOMOTUB nepe-
CTan KPYXWTbCA Haj NyCTbiHEW M B3mbll B BO3AyX. [py3bs Ha-
MPSXXEHHO BCMaTPUBa/UCh.

— Bot oH! — Bapyr 3akpuyan Oxum. — A Buxy ero! 3710
rocnoauH JlaHsb!

fae-To Aaneko-pganeko BUAHENUCb CMYTHbIE W pacnibiBYaTble
oyepTaHusa yenoBeyeckon uUrypbl HeBepOATHLIX pa3mepos. Yeno-
BEK 3TOT BpOAe Kak CMAEN Ha 3emne, MpUYeM CMUHON K APY3baMm.
Jlykac ToTyac ke nepekuMHyn mauTy, u nepnetyym-mobune, Ha-
6upas ckopocCTb, pBaHyn Bnepea no 3agaHHomy Kkypcy. Mo mepe
NPUOIUXKEHNS NOKOMOTMBA ¢Urypa CTAHOBUNACL BCE MEHbLUE
U MeHblie, obpeTas npu 3TomM Bce Honee OTYETNUBLIE OYEpTaHUA.




Tenepb yxe 6blNO XOPOWO BWAHO, YTO FOCMOAUH JlaHb CMAUT,
obxBaTUB ronoBy pykamu, kak ObiBaeT, Korga 4enopek 4Yem-TO
O4Y€Hb OrOpYeH.

— Tebe He KaxeTcs, YTO OH MIAYeT? — WUCNYFraHHO CNPOCUn [HKUM.

— Im... He mory Tebe TO4HO cka3aTb, — npobopmoTan Jlykac.

C 6eweHo# CKOpOCTbIO neTyuuit Kpuctu npubnuxkanca kK senu-
KaHy, cuaeswemy Ha 3emne. OH BCE YMEHbWANCA U YMeHbLUANCA
B pasmepe. CKOpO yxXe OH Bbirnsgen He 60nblie KONOKONbHY, 3a-
Tem — He 6onble AOMA, 3aTem — JAepeBa, HYy a NoA KOHeL OH
yXe Ka3ancs COBEpLIEHHO OObIKHOBEHHbIM YE/NOBEKOM.

JNlykac marko nocaann Kpuctu Ha Necok, HEMHOro He Joe3xas
A0 BenukaHa. llecok 3ackpunen noj konecamu, koraa nNaposo3’
3aTOpMO3u.

Ycnoilwas CTpaHHbIA 3BYK, rOCNOAUH JlaHb NOACKOYMA KAk YyXKaneH-
HbilA. JIMLO ero 66110 MepTBEHHO-6/1e4HBIM 1 BbIpaXano KpaiHWiA ucnyr.




focnoanH NlaHb rPOXHYNCA HA KONEHU U 3arOBOPUN KANOOHLIM,
APOXalWMM FONOCKOM:

— O! Hy noyemy, nouyemy Tbl He MOXelWb OCTaBUTb MEHSA
B8 nokoe? Yto s tebe caenan? Mano Tebe, xecTokoe 4yaosuule,
4TO Tbl OTOOPANO Yy MEHS MOW AOM U MOW POAHUK, TaK Tbl eLlie
npecneayewb MeHsa 34eCb, Ha CaMOM Kpailo NYCTbiHW?!

Mpu 3TOM OH 3aKpbin NUMLO pyKamu U 3aApoxan BCEM TENOM
OT HEeCKpbLIBaeMOro cTpaxa W yxaca.

Nlykac u [xum nepernsiHynucb, HUYEro He NOHWUMaS.

— DOl Mpuset! — 3akpuuan Jlykac, cnes3as C KpbllWKU NOKOMO-
TuBa. — Y70 Takoe CTpAcNoCbL € Bamu, rocnoagnH Ka JlaHb Ya?
Mbl Beab HUKakuMe He uyauila M He cobupaemcs Bac CxKuparsb.
MpaBaga, — A06aBUA OH CO CMEXOM, — TONbLKO NPU YCNOBUU, YTO
Bbl HAKOpMUTE HAC XOpPOLMUM 3aBTPAKOM.

— lTocnoanH NlaHb! — nocabiwancs ronoc Axuma. — Bbl yTO,
Hac He y3HaeTe? Beab 370 Mmbi, Jlykac u [kum [Myroskal!

MHUMBIE BEeNMKaH MEANEHHO ONYCTUN PyKU WU YCTaBUACA Ha
Apy3ei OTCYTCTBYIOWMUM B3rnaa0oM. Yepe3 HekoTopoe Bpems OH
CNOBHO OYHYNCs u npobopmortan:

— Hert, HeT, 3T0ro He MOXeT 6bITb. ITO BCe chata-mopraHa!
MeHsa He nposejeuib!

— [flanTe-ka MHe pyky, rocnoauH JflaHb, — cka3an Torga Jly-
kac, — # Bbl ybeauTecb, YTO Mbi — 3TO Mbl. PaTa-mopraHe
Henb3a BeAb NOXaTb PYKH.

— HeBepoATHO! — BOCKNAUKHYN MHUMBbIA BenankaH. — Mowu
€AUNHCTBEHHbIE HACTOAWME APY3bS, KPOME KOTOPLIX Y MEHS HUKOro
HeT, — mawwuHuct Jlykac n [xum lyroska. Ho oHu cenyac pane-

KO-Aaneko oTcioaa. M OHM HUKOrAa He CMOryT npuexaTb KO MHe
cloaa, notomy uto fonmHy Cymepek 3aBasuno, a Apyroro nmyTu HeT.

— [Mouemy xe HeT, — Bo3pasun [xkum. — MOXHO, Hanpumep,
no BO3AyXY.

— Hy pa3ymeeTca, no BO34yxy, — FPYCTHO KWUBHYN roCNOAWH
NlaHb. — darta-mopraHa MHaye He ymeer.

— Bac He nepecnopuws! — paccmesnnca TyT Jlykac. — Pa3 Bbl

He XOTUTe MHE MoXaTb pPyky, uTobbl ybeauTbCs, 4TO nepes Bamu
A, a He ¢ata-mMopraHa, TO NPUAETCA MHE CaMOMYy AoKa3aTb Bam
3T10. Y He obeccyabTe, rocnoauH flaHo!
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C 3tumu cnosamu Jlykac nogouwen K BenukaHy, noaxsatun ero
U OCTOPOXHO MOCTaBUN HA HOrWU.

— Bot Tak, — ckasan Jlykac. — Hy uto — Tenepb ybeaunuce?

MHUMbIN BennkaH NOTepAN Aap pedyu, OH HE MOr NPOU3HECTU
HW cnoB.a.

— [lefAcTBUTENbHO, — NpPOLWENTaN OH 4Yepe3 HekoTopoe Bpe-
mMa. — 3Ha4yuT, 3TO BbI!

Nvuo ero cpasy xe npoceBeTneno, u OH 6pocunca Ha Lwero
CBOUM [PY3bAM.

— Tenepb A cnaceH, Tenepb A CnaceH, — TBEpAUN OH 6e3
OCTaHOBKM.
— 3HaeTe 4TO0, — npeanoxun Jlykac, — paBanTe-ka NoeAem

Tenepb k Bam, rocnoauH Ka JlaHb Ya, u kak cneayetr nosasTpa-
kaem. Mbl CTpawHoO Nporonoaanucb, kak MOryT NPoOronoAatbCcs
TONbKO ABa MalIWHUCTA, BMECTE B3ATbIX, €CNU Bbl, KOHEYHO, MO-
XeTe NpeacTaBUTb, YTO 3TO Takoe.

BenukaH cpasy xe CHUK U TRXENO B3JOXHYA.

— C Kakum ya0BONLCTBUEM A Npurnacun 6l Bac k cebe aomoit,
moun poporue apysbsa!l — ckas3an oH. — C kakum yao0BONLCTBUEM
2 66l NPUrOTOBUN BamM CaMblii BKYCHbI 3aBTpak Ha csete! Ho 310
HEBO3MOXHO.

— Y Bac 6onblle HET A0Ma? — C y>XacoM Cnpocun [xum.

— [om-To ecTb, — BO3pasun rocnoauH JlaHb. — Hackonbko
2 MOry CyauTb u3ganeka, ¢ HUM noka Bce B nopsaake. A yxe
HECKONbKO AHeh He noaxoxy 6au3ko. ToNbkO OAWH pa3 HOYbIO
npokpancs, 4tobel Habpatb BoAbl B 6yTbinky, MHavye 6bl MHE npu-
WNOCb yMepeTb OT XaxAbl. HO HOYbIO OHO CNUT.

— KT10? — yauBneHHO cnpocun [Xum.

— Yyaposuue, KOTOpoE NOCENUIOCH TENEPL B MOEM AOME U OT
KOTOPOro 9 BblHYXAeH 6exaTb B MYCTbIHIO.

— Y70 ewe 3a uyyaoBuwe? — usymunca Jlykac.

— O, 310 omep3nuTeNnsHoe CTpawnanLLe, C OFPOMHOW NAcTbio, Ha
KOTOPYIO MNPOCTO XYTKO CMOTPETb, Aa K TOMY Xe€ Y HEero ewe AuH-
HBIR-NPEeANUHHBIA XBOCT. OHO BCE BPEMSA U3PLIraeT OroHb U AbiM,
a OT ero rHycHoro ronoca Npamo 6apabaHHbie NepenoHKn NonaloTcs.

Apy3ba yAuBNEHHO NepernaHyauch.

— He uHave kak k Bam 3abpanca apakoH, — cka3an Jlykac.
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— Ckopee Bcero, — cornacuncs [xum.

— BnonHe BO3MOXHO, — NpPOAOAXKAN BEAUKAH, — 4YTO 3ITUX
CTpawununLy, HasblBalOT ApakoHamu. Bam nydwe 3HaThb, NOTOMY 4TO
Bbl, HABEPHOE, Y€ He pa3 umenu Aeno ¢ NoAoO6HbBIMU CyllecTBa-
mu. lpasaa?

— Ewe kak umenu! — noartesepann Jlykac. — YX MbI-TO Ha-
CMOTpPENUCbL Ha 3Tux MOHCTpoB! Cagutecb-ka Nockopee, rocnoAuH
NaHb! [laBanTe noegem K Bawemy 0asucCy U MOCMOTPUM, YTO Tam
32 HeNpoOLWeHbIN rocTb y Bac obbvaBuaca.

— Hu 3a 4ytOo Ha cBeTe! — uUcNyraHHO 3akpuyan BeAUKaH. —
Hukoraa s 6nu3ko He NoAoRAY K 3TOMY OMacHEMLWeMy 4YyAOBULLY
U3 Bcex 4yaosuu!

Apy3bam notpeboBanocb Hemano BpeMeHU Ha TO, 4TOGbl ybe-
AUTb BeNukaHa noexatb C HUMK, Beab 6e3 rocnoguHa JlaHa um
AENCTBUTENbHO HE HAWTU HU 0Oasnca, HU AOMA, U HE TONbLKO MOTO-
MY, 4TO OHM BOOGLLE NNOXO OPUEHTUPOBANUCL B ITOW MECTHOCTH,
HO WU MOTOMY, 4TO HacTynano Bpems dara-mopraHbl. Koe-rae yxe
NOSABUANUCL OTAENbHLIE BUAEHUSA, HO UX €LLLe ObINO HE TaK MHOMO —
BCEro-HaBcero oAuH Bepbniog, KOTOPbIA KaTancs No NycTblHE Ha
KOHbKax, Aa HECKONbKO 3aBOACKUX TpyO, KOTOpble Masyunu rae-to
Ha ropu3oHTe, C/NOBHO MEpPeMUHAACb C HOrM Ha Hory. Kasanocso,
6yaATO OHM NOAXMAAIOT Kakue-T0 AeTanu, 6e3 KOTOpbIX He 4yB-
cTByiloT ce6s BNOMHe 3aBepLIEHHbIMU BUAEHUAMU. BoT n Bce. Ho
CKOpO BeAb MUpaxein CTaHeT elie Gonblue, U TOraa Um yxe byaert
HU 3a 4YTO He He HaWTu Jopory.

B koHue kOHUOB rocnoauH JlaHb No6opon CBOK CTpax, nocne
TOro Kak Apy3bsl KAATBEHHO noobewanu, yto GyayT 3awmliatb ero.
Toraa oHn Bce BTpoem 3abpanucb Ha Kpblly NapoBO3a W TPOHY-
amce B NyTh. Jlykac pewun, 4to nyqwe 6yaeTr exaTb No 3emne,
4yTO6bl NUWHKIA pa3 He nyratb U 6e3 TOro HamyraHHOro Be/JUKaHa.
OH HacTpouN CUCTEMY MarHUTHOrO ynpaBneHus Tak, 4To6bl Kpuctu
Kak MopAAOYHLIA NapoBO3 exan Mo 3emiae, a He napun B BO3AyXe.
A rocnoauH JlaHb 6bin CAMWKOM B3BOJSIHOBAH U MOTOMY Aaxe He
3ameTtun, 4to Kpuctu tenepb NpUBOAUTCA B ABUXEHWE HE NAPOM
U OrHEM, a COBEPLIEHHO APYrMM CroOCO6OM.
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FRABA METBIPHAALATARAR,
8 xomopott Joxcum u Jlyxac
cnacatom 0gyx ceoux dpy3ell om 0eyx uyouw

Koraa Baaneke HakOHeL, noka3anca 0asnc C NbilUHBIMW Nafb-
MaMuU U ManeHbkum Henbim AOoMUKOM, Jlykac OCTaHOBUA nep-
netyym-mobune u cnpocun:

— locnoaunH JlaHb, y Bac ectb B AOMe Kakue-HUOyAb >xenesHble
npeaMeTHi?

MHUMbBIA BENUKaH 3aaymanca Ha CEeKYHAOYKY U OTBETUN:

— Q[a, koe-4yTO ecTb, XOTS B OCHOBHOM 5 CTapanca Aenatb Bce
U3 gepeBa U kamHs. lNpaBAa, BOT KacCTplONd UAU KYXOHHbLIN HOX...

— Xopowo, — nepebun ero Jlykac. — Toraa ny4we He 6yaem
6/1M3K0 noabesxkarb, 4ToObl He NepeBOpaynsBaTb y Bac BCe BBEpX
AHOM.

— To ecTb Kak 3T0? — YAUBUNCA BENUKAH.

— Mol notom Bam Bcé 06bACHUM, — ckasan Jlykac. — Ocra-
BalTeCb 3/€Cb, @ Mbl C [)KMMOM NoAJAeM NeWwKOM K AOMY, 4TOObI
pa3BeaaTb OOCTaHOBKY.

— Oit-ori-oin! — B cTpaxe 3anpuyuTtan BenukaH. — Y10 xe,
a 6yay 3aecb OAWH-OAMHELIeHEK? A eCnn NPUMUUTCH vyaoBuULle?
Bul e obewanu mHe, 4to OyseTe MeHs 3awmwats!

— Ho Bbl MOXxeTe ykpbiTbCA B TeHAepe, — noctapanca ycno-
KOUTb BenukaHa Jlykac.

lfocnoauH JlaHb Tak U caenan — OH 3ane3 B TEHAEP WU CXanca
B KOMOYEK, CTapaacb 6biTb kak MOXHO 6onee HesameTHbiM. [py-
3bf Xe NOLWAN B CTOPOHY 6enoro AomMuka C 3eNeHbIMU CTaBHAMMU,
KOTOpbIA BNO/NHE MUPHO — Tak, BO BCAKOM Cny4ae, 3TO BbIFNAAEN0
CO CTOPOHbI — CTOSN MNOA CEHbIO ManbM, CNOBHO NPUrAallas noa
CBOW KPOB YyCTasbiX NYyTHUKOB.

Axum n Jlykac NOTUXOHLKY NOAKPANUCbL K OKOWKY WU OCTO-
POXHO 3arnsHynn B AOM. Huyero. Hukakux npusHakoB Apako-
Ha, WAK 4yyaoBUWaA, UM Koro-Hubyab B 3TOM poge. [lpy3bs Ha
ublnoykax 06OWNM AOM W 3arifHYNM Yepe3 OKOWKO B KyxHI0. WU
34eCb OHU He OBHapyXuau Hu4ero nogo3putenbHoro. Bo Bcskom
cnyyae, Ha nepsbii B3rna4. Ho koraa [Ixum npucmoTtpencsa mno-
BHUMATENbHEE. ..
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— Jlyk... Jlykac, — 3anuHascb, npowentan oH. — Y7o 310 Tam
Takoe?

— [pe?

— BoH Tam, noa amBaHumkom! Tam 4TO-TO TOpuUMT! MHe Ka-
XeTCA, 3TO KOHYMK XBocTa!l

— [eiActeutensHo! — BocknukHyn Jlykac. — Tbi npas!

— Y10 Mbl Byaem aenatb? — TUXOHbKO CNpOCUN JXuUM.

JNlykac 3apymancs.

— Ckopee Bcero, uyyposuue cnut. Hapo 3axBaTuUTb ero Bpa-

CNAOX, NMOKa OHO €eWe He OYHYNOCb, — CKa3a/s OH 4Yepe3 HEKO-
TOpOE BpeEMSA.
— [lasail, — npowenTan [xuM, B Aylle HajescCb, YTO 4yAO-

Buwe O6yaeT cnatb Kpenko M 6e3maTexHO U Boo6LLE NPOCHETCS
TO/IbKO TOrAa, KOrAa OHU €ro XOPOLUEHbKO CBAXYT.

Crapascb He WyMeTb, ApPY3bs OOOrHYAU AOM W NPOLIMBIFHYAN
B ABepb, KoTOpas Obina noyemy-TO0 He 3anepta. MuHoBaB nep-
BYIO KOMHaTy, OHM BOWAU B KyxHIO. [1pAMO noa HOramu y HuUx
0Ka3ancs XBOCT, KOTOPbIA TAHYNCA 4epe3 BCIO KYXHIO M YXOAUN
KyAa-TO NOA AWBAHYMK.

— £ ckaxy «pas, ABa, TPU», M Ha «TpU» Mbl CXBAaTUM €ro 3a
XBOCT, nagHo? — npowenTtan Jlykac.

Apy3bsi HaknoHWnucb, 4Tobbl yaobHee 6bin0 xBatath, M Jlykac
CKOMaHAO0BanN:

— [purotosunuce! Pa3, asa, Tpul!

Ha cyet «Tpu» oHM oba BUENWAUCb B XBOCT M CTalu €ro TAHYTb
U30 BCEX CUA.

— Cpasavica! — 3akpuyan Jlykac 4t0 66110 MOuu. — Cpasaiics,
KTO 6bl Tbl HU 6bin, MHa4Ye Tebe koHeu!

— [lomorute! — 3asu3xan KTo-TO M3-NOA AUBAHYMKA KaK NO-
poceHok. — [lowaante! O, a xankunin yepsb! Hy nouemy, noyemy
MeHs Bce npecneayioT?! Ymonsio T1ebs, yxXacHbih BenuKaH, He
Tporam MeHs, noxanywucra.

Axum un Jlykac nepectann THYTb U YAUBAEHHO NEPErNAHYNUCH.
Kakoi 3Hakomblit ronoc! ToT xe xanobHblA ronoc pasaaBanca M3 HeAp
NOTYXLWEro ManeHbLkoro BynkaHa. 370 e nonyapakoH Henomyk!

— Jnl — kpukHyn [xum, 3arnspabieas noa AuBaH4uk. — KTto
3T0 Tam? KTO ckasan «Xankui 4epsb»?
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— YepT nobepu! — co cmexom aobasun Jlykac. — Yx He Haw
mm apyr Henomyk HasbiBaeT ce6f KakMm-TO TaM 4epBAKOM?

— Ox, — pasaanocb UCNYraHHoO 13-noAa AusaHunka. — OTKyaa
Tl 3HaelWb, Kak MEHN 30BYT, YXaCHblh BeankaH? W noyemy Tbl
roBOpUlb ABYMS pa3sHbIMWU FrONocamn?

— [MoToMy 4TO Mbl He BenukaHbl, — oTBeTun Jlykac, — a TBOM
Apy3bs — [xum lyroska u mawmHuUcT Jlykac.

— [paBaa? — C HEKOTOpPLIM COMHEHMEeM Cnpocun nonyapa-
KOH. — Wnun 370 BalM BENUKAHbU WTYYKU, KOTOPLIMU Bbl XOTUTE

BbIMAHUTL MEHA U3 MOEro ykpuiTua? Ecan 3To BCe XUTPOCTb, Tak
W 3HanTe, MeHa He nposegews! Tak 4YTO roBOpUTE 4YECTHO: 3TO
Bbl MU Bbl TONbKO NpUTBOpPAETECH?!

— [la, 310 Mmbl, TBOU Apy3bal — ckasan [xum. — Beixoam,
Henomyk!
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Toraa v3-noa AuWBaH4MKa nokasanacb 6onbllas Tonctas Mopaa,
YemM-TO HanomuHaswas mopay 6eremota, Tonbko OHa 6bina BCA
B XXENTO-CUHUX pa3Bodax, U 3Ta camas mopaa snepunacb B [kuma
u Jlykaca CBOMMU CBEPNALUMMU rnaskamun. Yb6eauBlIKCb, YTO nepej
HUM AENCTBUTENbHO €ero Apy3bA-MalnHUCTL, Henomyk pacnnbincs
B CYacTanBoi ynoibke, B KOTOPON CAUAUCL OAHOBPEMEHHO YAUB-
NeHue M pajocTb. 3aTeM OH Bbibpancs u3-noj AuBaH4MKa, BCTan
3A4aK NoAGOYEHMBLUUCL U 3aKpUHAN CBOUM XPIOKAIOWUM FONOCOM:

— Yppa! A cnaceH! Hy rae tam 3707 060pmOT? Ceifuac Mbi
3TOr0 BE/NUKaHULIKY COTpem B Mopoiuok!

— CnokoitHee, He HAaAO Tak KpuyaTb, — MOMLITANCA YTUXOMMU-
puTb ero Jlykac. — BenukaH TyT coBCeM pPAAOM.
— lMomorute! — TYT Xe 3aopan Henomyk U ycTpemuncs kK cna-

CUTENbHOMY AWUBAHYUKY.

Ho Jlykac ycnen ero cHoBa yxBaTUTb 3a XBOCT.

— Y710 TbI Tam 3abbin, Noag AuBaH4YMKOM, Henomyk? — nOuH-
TepecoBasncs OH MATKO.

— Hwuvyero. lpocto xouy cnpsAtatbCa. 3Haelwb, 3TOT BEAUKAH —
OH TakoW Bep3una, YTo B ABEpPb He Mpone3aeT, a yx MoA AUBaHYUK
eMy U noagasHo He 3abpatbcs! Tak 4TO NYCTU MeHs ceirvac xel

— Ho kak xe Tak? — He Bbigepxan Tyt [xum. — Beab 370
ero aom. OH 3aecb xuser!

— Koro «ero»? — ¢ HeKoTopow onackon cnpocun Henomyk.

— locnoaunHa NlaHa! MNoHumaewsb, BeaukaH, rocnoauH Ka JlaHb
Ya — Bnageney 3toro aomal — o6bACHUA [XKUM.

Henomyk no6bnegHen, HackoNbkO 3TO, KOHEYHO, 6blNO BO3-
MOXHO. [TpOCTO Tenepb OH CTan He XeNTo-CMHWUM, Kak O6blYHO,
a XenToBato-rony6oBaTbIm.

— Ox Tbl 6aTiowkn mMou! — BOCKNUKHYN OH HeObOblYaiiHO B3BOA-
HOBaHHO. — HO noyemy xe, Mo4YeMy e, OTHYEro Xe OH MEHS He
noman?

— lMotomy 4TO OH cTpawHo Tebs Goutcs, — obbacHUA Jlykac.

Masa Henomyka okpyrannuck u 3abnectenm.

— boutca MeHs? — nepecnpocun OH, He Beps CBOUM yluam. —
370 npaBaa? bonbloW yXaCHLIA BEAUKAH CTPALHO GOUTCA MeHs?
OH uTtO0, aymaet, 6yaTO A ONACHLIW, 310W ApakoHuwe?

— [la, oH Tak U gyman, — oteetun [xum.
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— MHe kaxeTcs, — cka3an Henomyk, — 3TOT BE€/IMKAH O4YEHb
munbin vyenosek. llepesante eMy OT MeHA cepAevyHbid NpuseT
M CKaxuTe, YTO A, NOXanyi, He OTkasancs 6bl NOCMOTPETb, Kak
OH MeHs 6ouTca. Beab MEHA HUKTO HU pasy B Xu3HWU He 6osancs,
a 3TO AOBONbHO CKBEPHO ANA MANEHbKWUX APaKOHOB.

— [lna nonyapakoHoB, — nonpasun ero [1xum.
— [lpakoH, nonyapakoH — kakas pasHuua? — ¢ pocafjon oT-
MaxHyncs oT Hero Henomyk. — BoBsce He 06s3aTeNbHO Bbikna-

AblBaTb BCE 3TOMY Be/AWKaHy. 3ayem BAaBaTbCs B NoapobHocTh?

— KoHeuHo, He obssaTtenbHo, — cornacuncs Jlykac, — HO ecnu
Mbl HE CKaXeMm rocnoauHy JlaHio, 4TO Tbl HA CAaMOM AENEe MUNbIN,
A06pLIA NONYAPaKOH, BCEraa rotoBblii BCEM MOMOYb B H6eae, a Bbl-
AagumM Tebsa 3a OnacHoro, 3n0ro ApakoHa, OH NPOCTO Y6exXuT oT
165, U Tl He CMOXeWb C HUM NO3HAKOMUTLCA.

Henomyk 3aaymMuuBo nouyecan B 3arpuske.

— JXanb, — pasoyapoBaHHO npobopmoTan OH, — MHe O6bl
OYeHb XOTENOCb MOAPYXUTLCA C Kem-HUOYAb, KTO 6bl BCe Bpems
ApOXan nepeso MHOM OT cTpaxa. lonyuyunace 6bl HacToswas
xopowas Apyx6a. Ho ecan Bbl roBOpuTe, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO...
NaAHO yX, CKaxuTe emy BCe Kak ecTb. HaBepHoe, OH TOraa He
3JAXO4YET CO MHOI0 BOAUTLCA.

— Haobopot, — 3aBepun ero Jlykac, — emy 3TO O4YeHb NO-
HpaBuTCA. Tbl BeAb €Lle He 3HaelWwb, YTO CaM OH He HacToAL Ui
BE/IMKAH, a MHUMBbIN.

— Ax BOT OHO 4To! — C HeckpbiBaeMoit pagocCTbio XPIOKHYN
Henomyk. — A 4TO 3TO Tako€ — MHUMBIA BENUKAH?

Apy3ba 06BACHUAU eMy CTpaHHYi0 0CO6eHHOCTb rocnoAuHa
NlaHa u notom BCe BTPOEM OTNpaBuUAUCL K nNokomoTusy. Koraa
OHW nogownn k napososy, Jlykac no3san BenukaHa:

— TocnoauH NlaHs! Buinesaitte us TeHaepa! Bam Hevero 6onble
6oaTbCA.

— [paBga? — paspanca NpUrnyweHHbIn roNnoc MHUMOro Benuka-
Ha. — Bbl Tak 6bIcTpo Nobeannu 31O CTpalwHoe, KOBapHOe YyAoBULLEe?

— Cnblwanu?! 310 oH 060 MHe, — WeNoTom ckasan Henomyk.
OH 6bln ABHO MOAbLEH.
— Mol ero He nobeannu! — kpukHyn Jlykac 8 orseT. — O60-

lwnocb 6e3 3TOro, NOTOMY 4YTO YyAOBULLE OKa3anoCb He 4YyAOBULLIEM,
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a Hawum xOopowum Apyrom. Ero 30ByT Henomyk, OH NOAYApPakoH,
KOTOPbIA Kak-TO pa3 Ham OYE€Hb 340pPOBO NOMOT.

— QfAa, pa, — noatsepann xum. — N OH OYE€Hb MUNBIA.

Henomyk noTynua rnasku n CTOAN HECKONbKO CMYLLEHHbIA, He-
NOBKO NepemMnHanch € nansl Ha nany. Ho He NOTOMy, YTO OH 6bin
O4YeHb CKPOMHbIM. POCTO ApakoHaM HeNpUANYHO 6biTb XOPOLIMMM,
3TO ANA HUX HACTOAWMWK NO30p.

— [la, HO ecaAn OH TakOW MUAbIA, — NOCAbLILANCA CHOBA rOAOC
U3 TeHAepa, — TO NoYeMmy Xe OH 3abpancs B MON AOM, a MeHS
camoro nporHan?

— [MpocTo OH oOYeHb 6osaca Bac, rocnoAuWH JlaHb, — OTBETUN
Nlykac. — OH TONLKO xOTen OT BacC CNPATaTbCA NOAanblue.

Ycnblwae 3TO, BEAUKAH OCTOPOXHO BLIFNSHYN U3 TeHAepa.

— 370 npasaa? — CNPOCUN OH PYCTHBIM FOMIOCOM, U NNLO €ro
Cpasy cAenanocb O4YeHb NevanbHbiM. — 3HAuuT, OH 6oancs meHa?
O, MHe oyeHb Xanb, A CTpawHO orop4yeH! [ae OH, HecyacTHbIN
HenomMyk, 8 A0NXKEH HEMEANEHHO NPUHECTU MOMW U3BUHEHUS!

— Bot OH 8, — xplokHYyn Henomyk.

FfocnoanH JlaHb € HEKOTOpPLIM TPYAOM Bbibpancs HakoHel u3
TeHAepa W OT BCEro cepAaua noxan NonyapakoHy nany.

— [lpoctute mMeHa, munein aApyr! — BOCKAUKHYN OH. — [lpo-
CTUTe 3a TO, 4TO A Bac Hanyran! A 6e3mepHo oropyex!
— Huuero, — oteeTun Henomyk u ynbibHyncs BO BeCb poT. —

A Bam, niobe3Hbit BennkaH, cnacubo 3a 1o, YTO Bbl MeHS 60aAUCH.
MHe 6bIN10 O4YeHb NpUATHO!

— Hy BOT, — cka3an Jlykac, — a Tenepb Mbl AONXHbI pac-
CKasaTb Bam, rocnoanH JlaHb, 3a4em Mbl K Bam noxanosanu. Ho
npexae Yyem 06BACHUTL BaM...

— Ho npexae 4yeM 06bACHUTL MHe BCe, — nepebun ero senu-
KaH, — faBaiTe Mbl BCe BMecCTe no3asTpakaem. [lo3sonbte MHe
npurnacuTe Moux goporux rocter B gom! lNonaemre!

— C yaosonbctBuem! — xopom otossanuce [xum u Jlykac.

Apy3bs B3sAn Henomyka ¢ AByx CTOpPOH 3a nanbl U nowaranu
APYXHO cnejom 3a BenunkaHom. Tonbko Kpuctu npuwnocs, K co-
XaneHuio, octatbcs. HO cnaBHblii A06GPbLIA NApOBO3 He YHbiBan, OH
TEM BPEMEHEM peLiNN HEMHOXKO B3JpPEeMHYTb.
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FAABA NATHAALUATARA,
8 xomopoli JIykac u [xcum Haxodam cmompumens
0asn boavwozo MazHuma xopoas I'ypymywa

Korpa oHW BCe BuYeTBEPOM NpUWAKM B AOM rocnoagnHa JlaHs
U yXe cenn 3a CTon, roToBble NPUHATLCA 3a BCAKME BKYCHOCTH,
KOTOpble BEeAWKAaH ycnen MpUroToBuTb Ha CKOPYIO pyky, Heno-
MYK BAPYr CMpOCUA:

— A 410 7 6yay ecTb?

Ha cTone abimunca uenblii KOperHUK UHXMPHOro kode, K Ko-
TOpOMY rocnoguH JlaHb Nojan eue KOKOCOBOE MONAOKO U BWMHO-
rpagHbid caxap. Pagom Beicunach ropa 6ytepbpoaoB — HapesaH-
Hble nomMTukamu nnoabt 6aoc6aba M cnagkoro poxkoBOro Aepesa,
FyCTO HamasaHHble KaKTYCOBbIM MeAOM W FpaHaToBO-A6N0YHbIM
myccom. Ewe 3gecb 66110 huMHUKOBOE nevyeHbe, GaHaHOBble 4Yun-
Cbl, aHaHacoBble KpPEHAEeNs, MAaKOBblA PYNeT, XapeHble KalTaHbl
W LWOKONAAHO-OpEXOBOE MACN0 K HUM. BHUMaTenbHbii ynTaTens,
HaBepHoe, 06paTun BHUMaHWE Ha TO, YTO B 3TO MEHIO, KOTOpoe
rocnoanH flaHb NPeAnoXun CBOUM rOCTAM, BOLWAKM TONbko 6ntoaa,
NPUroTOBNEHHbIE U3 PacTUTENbHOW NULLW. Beab, Kak Bbl MOMHUTE,
rocnoguH JlaHb — 60NblIOA APYr XMWBOTHLIX, U MO3TOMY OH He
MOXET UX eCTb. Takux nioAein HasbliBalOT BereTapuaHuamu.

4YTO TYT roBOpUTb, Yy BCAKOrO, KTO NPOYMTAET 3TOT CMMCOK ACTB,
HaBepHAKa Cpasy Xe CAIOHKN noTekyT. HO Tonbko He y Henomy-
ka. begHAra pacTepsaHHO CMOTpen Ha CTOA, YCTaBAEHHbIA BCAKOW
BCAYMHOW, M YyTb He nnakan. Bot ecnu 6bl emy npeanoxunu
NOpUMIO MbiNaiolen nasbl, 4a nobonblie, UAKU, HA XyAOW KOHeL,
BEAPO KUNSALLEA CMOAbI, TO 3TO COBCeM Aapyroe geno. Ho Hu-
yero noAo6HOro, pasymeercs, B XO3fMCTBE rocnoguHa JlaHs He
BOAUNOCH.

Axnm un Jlykac pactonkoBann BenukaHy, kak o6CcTouT aeno
C NUTaHUEM NONYAPAKOHOB U KAKOE€ OTHOLIEHWE K HUM UMEeIoT
Kundauiaa nasa u cmona.

— W 4tO0 Xe Ham Tenepb Aenatb? — CNPOCUN COBEPLUIEHHO
HecyacTHbih rocnoaunH JlaHb. OH cTpawHo 60s1ca nokasaTbCs
HErocTeNPUUMHbLIM, HO TAe Xe eMy 6bino Tenepb HanTu ana He-
nomyka noaxoAaLyio eay?
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B koHue KOHUOB Henomyky nNpuLLIOCL YAOBJIETBOPUTLCA Xa-
PE€HbIM NECKOM — OH MOJYYUST UENyld OrpOMHYI0 CKOBOPOAKY,
6naro B nycTbiHe 3TOro Ao6pa 6bi10 NOMAHO. Henb3s ckasaTb, YTO
310 6bI10 ero nw6UMoe 611040, HO BCE Xe nyylle, YemM HUYEro,
NOTOMY YTO BCE-Takum OH ycnen 330pOBO NPOronoAarbes.

Mocne TOro kak Bce noenu n Henomyk rpomko WUKHYA, BbINYCTUB
U3 yliein ABe pO30Bble CTPYWKM AbiMa, rocnoauH JlaHb ckasan:

— Hy a Tenepb, goporue Apy3bs, pacckaxxute MHe, NOXanymcra,
YTO NpUBENO Bac KO MHe? Yem obs3aH A Takoln pasocTu?

— Her, HeT, — nepebun Bapyr ero Henomyk, — s nepBbiii!
CHavana a pacckaxy cBOl ucTtopuio!

Apy3ba Beceno nepernaHynncb. ManeHbkuin NONyAPakOH HUYYTb
He usmenuncs. OH K30 BCex CUA CTapanca BeCcTu cebs Tak xe
rpy6o u pa3sa3HO, kak BeayT cebsa YNCTOKPOBHbIE APaKOHbI.

— A 6bin... — Ha4an cBoi paccka3 Henomyk, HO rOCNOAWH
NaHb He jan emy AOrosopuTb A0 KOHUA.

— Jlio6e3Hblin Henomyk, — ckasan OH C OY€Hb CTPOTUM Bbl-
paxxeHMem nuua, — NOCKONbKY Bbl TeNepb C HamMMu, a HE cpeau
CBOMUX COMNEMEHHUKOB, TO A npowy Bac cobniogate NpUAUYUA
U NOAYMHATLCA NpasBuNam, NPUHATHIM y Hac.

— MNd! — TUXOHLKO PbIpKHYN Henomyk u, caenaB obuxeHHoe
ANUO, YMOJIK.
— [feno BOT B Yyem, — Hayan Jlykac, nocne Toro Kak XOpOLLUeHb-

KO Habun cebe TpybKy WM BbINYCTUA HECKOALKO KNYy6OB AbiMa. —
MeanaHann cpoyHo HyxeH mask. U Ham npuiina B ronosy oOT-
AMYHAA npgea: Mbl XoTenn Obl NPesnoxXnTb Bam B3ATbCA 3a 3TO
HeobbIYaNHO BaxKHOEe ANA Halen cTpaHbl ageno. Kpome Bac, rocno-
AVH JlaHb, HUKTO HE MOXET CNPaBUTLCA C ITON CNOXHOW 3adadyen!

— A Kak Bbl cebe 3TO npeactaBnseTe? — CNPOCUA COBEPLLEHHO
oLlapaleHHbld BennKaH.

Apy3ba NpUHAAUCLE PaCTONKOBLIBATb rFOCNOAWHY JlaHio, 4TO
K 4emy. lMocTeneHHO AO Hero Crano AOXOAUTb, YEro XOTAT ero
ApYy3bf, U OH 3acuan oT pajgoctu. A koraa Jlykac u [xum 3a-
BEPUAN €ro, YTO Ha OCTPOBE HWUKTO HuKoraa He 6ypeT 60ATbCs
€ro ruraHTCKoro pocrta no TouW MPOCTON NpUYUHE, YTO OCTPOB HeE-
AOCTaTOYHO BEAWMK ANA TOro, YTO6bLI MOXHO ObINO YAANUTLCA Ha
60/1blWOoEe pPaccToOAHNE U NOCMOTPETb HA HEr0 CO CTOPOHbLI, TO TYT

102



y>K€ MUNbIA CTAPUYOK NpULLIEN B HEONUCYemblii BOCTOPr W, BCKOYMB
co ctyna, 6pocunca obHUMaTL Apy3eil.

— Kak s 6narosapeH Bam, mou niobesHbie Apy3ba! UcnonHu-
Nnocb Moe 3aBeTHoe xenaHue! Sl He Tonbko 6yay XuTb B CTpaHe,
rAe MeHA HUKTO He GyaeT 60aTbCA, HO U Cmory elle ynoTpebutsb
Ha NONb3y HeKOTOpble CBOM He coBcem 0OblYHble cBoicTBa! Ecnm
6bl Bbl TONLKO 3HaNW, Kakoe 3TO CYacCTbe ANA MeHSA, cTapukal

Y rocnoavHa JlaHa Ha rnasa HasepHynucb cneswbl. Jlykac ycm-
NEHHO 3anbixTen Tpybkoil, Tak 4YTO MU3-3a AbiIMa €ro yxe NOYTH
He 6bIN0 BUAHO; OH BCeraa Tak genan, koraa 6bin 4em-TO TPOHYT
WU B3BONHOBAH.

— A paa, rocnoauH JlaHb, 4TO Bbl COrnacHel, — npobacun
OH. — Bbl ana Hac Hactoawas Haxoaka. K Tomy e Bbl yAWUBU-
TeNbHO XOpPOWO NOAXOAUTE K Halleih cTpaHe.

— A Toxe Tak cyuTalo, — noatsepann Oxum. OH 6bin OYeHb

AOBONEH, BeAb 3TO OH NPUAYMAnN MNOCTaBUTb MHUMOrO BennkaHa
BMECTO Maska.

— A yTO Xe byaeT co MHOW? — nojan sapyr ronoc Henomyk.

Bce 310 Bpema OH cuaen ¢ HaayTbiM BMAOM, HO NOCKOJIbKY Ha
HEro HUKTO He obpaluan BHUMAHUA, OH pelnn, YTo AyTbC APOCTO
Tak COBEPLIEHHO HEUHTEePECHO.

— C T1060#? — yaunsunca [xumM. — A 4To AONXKHO ObITb
c Toboir?

— A MHe Henb3n ¢ Bamu B MegnaHguio? — kak-To BOOAY-
WeBMUBLUKCL, cnpocun Henomyk. — MoxeT, y Bac Tam Hangetcs
ANA MEHS ManeHbkuin BynkaHuuk? A 6bl cebe Xun B HEM U XOTb
KaXAbli AeHb ycTpauBan 6Gbl Bam BCAKME TamM 3e€MNETPACEHUSA,
3anuBan 6bl Bac kunsawein nasoi. BoTr ysuaute, kak 6yapet Bce
yyaecHo. Hy uTo, aorosopuancb?!

Axnm n Jlykac cHOBA NepernfiHyancb, HO Ha Ce pas UM yxe
66110 He A0 cmexa. Bua y Hux 6bin ckopee 03aboyeHHbI. Beab
YTO HW roOBOpW, a NONYAPAKOH UM 340pOBO MOMOr B CBOE Bpems,
W Tenepb ero cnoBa GblAM CkasaHbl OT YMCTOrO Cepaua.

— Mown poporoin Henomyk, — Hayan octopoxHo Jlykac. —
3Haewsb, A He yBepeH, 4yTo Tebe y Hac MOHpaBUTCA.

— EpyHaa! — nepebun ero nonyapakoH M MaxHyn nanon. —
Yx Kak-HUbyab npucnocobniock, NycTb Bac 3TO0 He GecnokowuT.
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— HoO y Hac Het BynkaHa, — Hawenca Tyt [xum. — [Jlaxe
CaMoro KpOLLEYHOro.

— W kpome TOro, — npopgonxan Jlykac, — y Hac COBCEM
mano mecta. Ewe rocnoguH JlaHb KOe-kak NMOMECTUTCA, Aa U TO
TONbkO Ha HoBo-MeanaHauu. W 3Haews, ckaxy Tebe 4YecTHO, AO-
poroii Henomyk, mbl Teb6s o4eHb niobumM u cTpawHo 6naroaapHb
Tebe 3a Bce, YTO Tbl ANA HAC CAenan, HO XU3Hb Ha MeanaHaum
BCE-TakuW He ana TebA.

— f TOXe Tak Aymaio, — cepbe3HOo ckasan [xum.

HenoMyk HeaOyMeBaioWE CMOTPENn Ha Apy3eld, a NOoToMm
BAPYr CKOpPYMA OYEHb XANOCTAUBYIO rpumacy, kotopas npwu-
AaBana ero ynuTaHHoOW ¢U3MOHOMMM BbipaxeHne HeBoObGpa-
3UMON ckopOM. 3aTemM OH LWYMHO BTSIHYA HOCOM BO34yX, pac-
NaxHyn cBOK0 HeOOBLATHYIO NacTb M OTYASHHO 3aBblA, WU BbIN
OH TakK FPOMKO U MPOH3UTENLHO, 4TO Aaxe Kpuctu, noxanyi,
He yaanocb Obl €ro 3arnywuTb, €cau 6bl OH MNPUHANCA CBU-
CTeTb U ryaeTb B NoaHyio cuny. CkBO3b 3TOT Ayluiepasaupato-
Wnin BON NpOpbLIBANNCL OTAENbHbIE HEYNEHOpa3fEeNbHbIE CNOBaA.

Bce BmecTe 37O 3By4ano nNpubAU3UTENBHO TakK:

— Yyyyy-HOO0000 — 0X-OXOXOX — fiaaaaa — XO-4yyyyyy 8 —
MeanaaaaaH — naaaaHAuiOyyyyyyy — OW-O1-OM-Oi — pApaaaaa-
KOHbIblbiblbl — ME&HAaaaaa — OWOW-ONON — HE Ny — He nyckaa-
aaaaaaaloT — Ha3zaaaaj — MeHsaaaa Npo-npo-nNpoononononon —
nporHaaaaaaann — OXOXOX — OHUUUUKN — MEHAaaaaa — COXpY-
yyyyyT — ¢pbpxp — ecnu — saaaa — pepHyyyyyycb — OX-XO-
X0-X0 — X00000 — yyyy!

MNoTpe6oBanocb HeMano BPEMEHM, MPEXAe YeM Apy3bsiM BMECTE
C rocnoguMHom JlaHemM yaanocb Koe-Kak YCnoKouTb 3axnebbiBaiotue-
roca oT pblgaHuii Henomyka u aobuTbCA OT HEro, YTO O3HavaloT
ero npuyutaHua. B pesynbtaTe BLIACHMNOCHL Chneayloilee.

O6butatenu apakoHbero ropoaa beanaHauMs B KOHUE KOHLOB
CNOXBaTUAUCb U OOHapyXuau, 4TO UC4E3NU HE TONbKO 3axBa-
YeHHble B NneH AeTu, HO u rocnoxa 3ybnep. OHM AOBONBHO
6bicTpO coobpasunun, 4TO, BEPOATHO, KTO-TO cymen 6e3 cnpo-
CY NPOHWKHYTb B WX rOPOA W MOXUTUTb BCIO KOMNaHuio. beino
npounsseAeHO TulaTeNbHOE paccnejoBaHMe U B NEPBYIO oyepeab
YYMHEH AONpOC CTpaxHWkam. B pesynbtate NO pasHbIM MENKUM
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AeTansiM yAanoCb BOCCTAHOBUTb OOLLYIO KapTUHY NOXUWLEHUS, rae
rNaBHyl0 poab Urpan 3amackMpoBaHHbLIA NapoBo3. bbino AcHO, 4TO
6e3 NOCTOPOHHEN MOMOLWMU 3N0YMbILNEHHUKU HE MOTrIU 0BOATUCD.
MNpuyem NomMoran MM KTO-TO U3 Tex, KTO XOPOWO 3HAKOM C 06-
CTaHOBKOW. JTO HaBe/nO APAaKOHOB Ha MbICb MOUCKaTb npejaTens
cpean nonyapakoHos B CtpaHe Toicaun BynkaHos. CkOpo OHM yxe
BbILLAM HA cnea Henomyka. Hag maneHbkMm BYNKAHOM HaBucna
yrpo3a — COpOK ABa ApakOHa U3 Tex, YTO OXPaHAIOT ropoa, ABU-
HYNAUCb B CTOPOHY Xunnwa Henomyka, 4ytobbl Noimatb U CbecTb
KOBapHOro npeaatens.

K cyactblo, Henomyk BOBpemsa 3amMeTun Hajsuramouwytoca onac-
HOCTb M yCnen YHeCcTu Horu. Korga oH o4yTUacA B painoHe “YepHbix
Ckan, rae cToan neasaHon xonoa u sce 6bino CKPbLITO B KPOMELLHOW
TbME BEYHOM HOYM, OH TaK 3ameps, YTO YyTb HE OKONEeN, XOPOoLO
eule 4oMa OH yCnen 3arn0TUTb Ha CKOpYlo pyKy 60nbwoi koTen
packaneHHon nasbl. ITO XOTb KAaK-TO COrpeBasno €ro U3HyTpu.

N Bce e emy NpuwNoCb O4YeHb TYro, NOka HAaKOHEL OH He
Aobpancs go nycteiHn Kpain Cseta. [lBa uau Tpu AHA ero BOAWNA
3a HOC cpaTa-mopraHa, U BCe 3TO BpeMs €My MpUXOAUNOCL A0-
BONbCTBOBATLCA KAKMM-TO XANKUM NECKOM U MENKUMU KamyLLUKaAMW.
Ho TyT OH yBuaen rocnoauHa JlaHs. Ncnyraswincb €ro ruraHTckoro
pocta, Henomyk onpomeTtbio 6pocuncs npoyb, U 6exan oH 6es
OCTaHOBKM O Tex NOp, Moka He NPUMETUN ManeHbknit GeneHbkunii
AOMUK C 3€NeHbIMK CTaBHAMWU, r4e OH U YKPbLINCA OT BeaukaHa.

3akoHYMB CBOW pacckas, Henomyk BCXAUNHYN HANOCNEAoK,
U ABe KPYNHble CAe3bl CKaTUAUCL MO XENTO-CUHUM LLEKaM.

— Ecnnm u Bbl HE XOTUTE CO MHOIO BOAUTLCA, — XanobHO
ckasan oH, — TO A TOrda U BOBCE He 3Halo, Kyaa MHe AeTbcs. B
nycTelHE A OCTaBaTbCs He mory. OAuH-oauHeleHek, Aa ewe 6e3
noaxoAawen eabt A TyT cOBCEM nponagy.

— 370 BepHOo, — npobopmoTan Jlykac.

Bce cTtosnn monya n ToNbkOo CMOTpenn B 3emalo. HemHoro no-
roas, 4ytobbl XOTb Kak-TO yTewuTb Henomyka, Jxum ckasan:

— Tbl He 6oiica, Henomyk. B cBoe Bpems Tbl Ham NoOMmor, Tenepb
mMbl nomoxxem Tebe. Mbl 0653aTenbHO 4TO-HUOYAb NpuaymMaem.

JNlykac BbiHyn Tpy6KYy M30 pTa W, NPULLYPUBLUMCL, NMOCMOTPEN
Ha NONYApPaKkoHa, CNOBHO NPUKWUALIBAA 4TO-TO B yMe.
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— EcTb y MeHs oaHa uaes, — 3afyM4YMBO CKasan OH, — TOJbKO
A He BMNOAHe yBepeH, 4TO Henomyk CnpaBuTCA C TakoW CAOXHOWM
3apaqven.

— Tbl umeews B BUAY bonbwoi MarHut? — TUXOHBKO CNPOCUA
ero xum.

— [a, noyemy 6bl u Het?! — otBeTun Jlykac. — A moxeT
ObiTb, OH OTAMYHO CNpaBUTCA. MHe KaXKeTcsl, TAXeNble UCMbITaHUS,
KOTOpbie BbiMaAU Ha AoA Henomyka, Heckonbko obpasymunu ero,
M OH SIBHO MCMpPaBUACH.

— 5 Tenepb Aaxe oveHb 0OpasyMneHHbIi U MCMpaBNEHHbIR! —
B3BOJ/IHOBAHHO npoxptokan Henomyk. — A B yem, COOCTBEHHO
rosops, Aeno?

— Jleno oyeHb cepbe3Hoe, aoporon Henomyk, — OTBETUN
Jlykac. — ITO AeN0 MOXHO AOBEpPUTb TO/IbKO OYE€Hb HAaAEXHOMY
nuuy.

N Nykac 06BbACHMA NONyApakoHY, 4YTO npeAacTaBnseTr cob6oio
bonbwoi MarHut u nouyemy obs3atenbHo Tpebyetcs cmMoTpuUTens,
KOTOpbI1 mMOr 6bl NO Mepe HEOOXOAMMOCTM OTKNIOYATb U CHOBA
BKAOYaTb €ero.

— Tenepb Tbl BUAUWL, — cka3an Jlykac, 3aBepwas csoe 06b-
ICHEHWE, W BbINYCTUA rycToe ob6nako AbiMa, — peuyb uaetr ob
O4YeHb OTBETCTBEHHOM aene. Tebe npuaeTcs OCTaBUTbL TBOU Apa-
KOHbU WTY4YKU U 3a0biTb O BCEX CKBEPHBbIX APAKOHbUX NMPUBbLIYKAX.
Mbl BOo3bMeM ¢ Teba yecTHOe CnoBo, 4TO Thl Bysews BecTn cebs
Xopowo. Mbl o4eHb Hageemcsi, Henomyk, 4TO Thl He NOABeAELUb.

MonyapakoH, cnywas pedyb Jlykaca, COBEpLUEHHO MPUCMUPEN
U BbIFNSAEN OYeHb Cepbe3HbiM. Naas Ha Hero GnecTawmmU Kpyr-
AbIMU TNazamu, OH NpoOTAHyA Jlykacy CBOIO /lany U TOP>KECTBEHHO
Npou3Hec:

— [laio Moe camoe 4ecTHOe COBO, YTO He noaBeay Bac, Apy-
3b9. [lpakOHbM WTYYKM i TaK M TaK yxe OCTaBua, MOTOMY 4TO
BeAb APAaKOHb — MOU Bparu. U g coBepweHHO He xo4y ObiTb
MOXOXUM Ha Hux. Tenepb Bbl — MOM APY3bS, U NOITOMY S XO4Yy
ObiTb MOXOXWUM TONbKO Ha Bac.

— Xopowo, — ckaszan Jlykac. — [JaBaii nonpobyem. Tonbko
BOT He O4YeHb NOHATHO, YemM Tbl TaM Oyaewb nuTaTbcs? Beab Tebe
)€ HYXHO 4YTO-TO €CTb.

106



— O6s3atenbHo! — xplokHyn Henomyk. — HO Bbl Beagb roBo-
PUAKU, YTO TamM BHU3Y O4YEHb XApPKO, MOTOMY 4TO coBcem 6aM3KO
3aneraeT OrHeHHas noasemHas naea. Tak A Bblpoilo cebe konoael,
n 6yay Beapamu yepnatb ee CKONbkO Bneset. log 3emnein-1o
camasa BKycHATWHaA! luTatenbHee naBbl HET HUYEro Ha cBeTe.

OT oaHON Mbican 06 3TOM y Henomyka CNOHKM NOTEKAW, U OH
cmadHo obamnsHynca. Jlykac n [xxum He mornm 6e3 cmexa CMOTpeETb
Ha pa3meyTaBLlIerocs MoayapakoHa.

— Hy xopowo, — ckasan HakoHeu Jlykac. — A aymaio, 41O
Henomyk — camas noaxogswias kaHauvaatypa Ana 3TOro Aena.
Kak Tbl cumtaews, Axum?

— MHe kaxercsa, aa, — cornacunca [xum.

— Cnacubo! — otosBanca Henomyk co B3goxom obnerueHus.

MonyapakoH, BEPOATHO, CTPALIHO NEPEBOIHOBANCA, BO BCAKOM
cnyyae, Koraa yxe Bce 6bin0 peweHo, oH 6onblue He cmor yxe
caepxunBatb cebsa U OT AYWM HECKONbKO pa3 MKHYA, TakK 4TO Y Hero
W3 ylein U U3 HOCa BLICKOYMNO HECKONbKO 3eneHbiX U hUoNeToBbiX
KONeYeKk AbiMa.

— Hy 4T10, Apy3bs, — ckas3an Jlykac, nogHumasacb, — Tenepb
mbl Bce 06cyannn, Bce pewmnnu. [enatb Ham 3aecb 6onble He-
Yero, TaK 4To AaBanTe NONETUM KAK MOXHO ckopee K bonbliomy
Marnuty. Tam Hac xaeT Makcuk, Ham 6bl He XOTenocb HaaoNro
ero OCTaBNATb OAHOrO.

[XuUm C HEeKoTopoW TpeBOroin Ayman O TOM, Kak OHW NONEeTAT
yepe3 ropbl. Kak nepeHeceT MHUMbIA BenukaH nepenet uepes
30HY paspexeHHOro Bosfayxa? A ecnu emy CTaHeT naoxo? [xum
xoTen yxe 6bl10 NOAENUTLCA CBOUMWU MBICASMU C APY3bAMU, HO
rocnoauH JlaHb onepeaun ero.

— Bbl 4TO-TO CKaszanu O Kakom-TO nonete, nobe3Hbin MO
ApYr? — MCNYraHHoO CNPOCUAN OH.

— [a, rocnognH Ka JlaHb Ya, — cepbe3Ho otBetun Jlykac. —
Huuero He nogenaews. Mo-aApyromy Ham He BbiOpaTbca U3 NyCTbi-
HW, Bbl BeAb 3HaeTe — [onuHy Cymepek 3aBanuno w...

JNlykac Bapyr 3anHyncs v noTom, xaonHys cebs no nby, pa-
AOCTHO BOCKAUKHYA:

— JonuHa Cymepek! XM, Hy Kak xe mbl He nogymamnm o6 3tom?!

— O 4yeM? — Huuyero He NOHUMaAA, cNpocun xum.
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— Mol Beagb moxem netetb Haa [onuHoi Cymepek, — 06bsc-
HUn Jlykac. — To4yHee, HaA Tem, YTO OT Hee OCTanocb. Beab ropei
Tam ob6pyWwnUAnCb, 3HAYUT, HAM HE HYXHO MOAHUMATLCA BbICOKO.
370 3Ha4yuTenbHo obneryaer aeno.

— 370 xopowas unaes, Jlykac, — ckasan [1Xum, KUBHYB CBOEMY
Apyry. Ha Aaywe y Hero ctano CnokonHen.

Ho 3ato rocnoaunHy JlaHio 6610 COBEpLUIEHHO BCE paBHO, none-
TAT X OHW Ha GONLLIOKA BLICOTE MU Ha ManeHbkoh. OfHa MbICAb
0 noneTe Kak TakOBOM Bcensna B HEro XyTkui yxac. Ecau 6ol
He nepcnekTuBa pabotate B MeanaHauM maskom, OH 6bl HM 3a
Kakue KOBPUXKU He COrNacuacs Ha Takoe pUCKOBaHHOE Meponpu-
atue. C 6GneaHbIM NMUOM OH npuHancs aenatb 6ytepbpoasl B A0-
pory, KOTOpbleé CknajbiBan B OFPOMHbIA NakeT. 3aTemM OH Hanun
B TbikBeHHYIO 6yTbiiKy yah M, koraa Bce 6bI10 cOHBpaHO, Ckasan
COBEPLEHHO YOUTBIM MONOCOM:

— £l roToB, Aoporue Apy3bs.

MyTewecTBEHHUKU BbIWAK U3 AOMA U MON4a nobpenn rycbkom
B CTOPOHY NOKOMOTUBA. [OCKONbKY COMHUE Yyxe 6bii0 B 3eHUTE
U BO3AYX M3pAAHO Harpencs, cata-mopraHa HEWCTOBCTBOBana
BOBCl0. Tak, no gopore kK naposo3y Apy3bs BApPYr yBUAENU ru-
raHTCKYI0 KOHHYIO CTaTylo, Ha Makylike KOTOpPOW KOAbixanca pas-
BecucTbii Ay6, a Ha BeTkax TYT U Tam CUAENN KakKWe-TO NIoAu
C packpbiTbiMu 30HTUKamun B pykax. Cnesa oT Kpuctu B BO3ayxe
KPY>XXUNUCb TpU CTapOMOAHbLIE NOXaHW, KOTOpble, N0 BCEA BUAU-
MOCTHU, urpanu B naTHawku. [locepeanHe Ha NOCTAMEHTE CTOAN
YAuuHbIA perynupoBlunk B 6enom opesaHun. CekyHaa — U Bce
BUAEHWA UCYE3/U, PacTBOPUBLUUCL B BO3AyXe.

Jlykac ycmexHyncs.

— Hy BOT Mbl 1 npuwnn, — cKkasan oH, noxnonwiBaa Kpucrtu
No Ny3aTomy KOTAY.

focnoauH NaHe cHoBa obepHyncs u 6pocun NOcCneaHui B3rnsaAa
Ha CBOM 0a3nUC U ManeHbkuii Henbiii JOMUK C 3eNeHbIMU CTaBHAMMU.

— [powan, mon MuNbIA AOMUK, — CKa3an OH TUXOHLKO U NO-
maxan pykoin. — MHoOro net Tbl AaBan mMHe nputoT. Mbl HUkoraa
bonblwe He yBMAMMCA. YTO cTaHeT ¢ To6010?

B 3TOT MOMEHT Haa 0a3nMcom B BO3AyXxe MPOMbiN OrPOMHbIN
kopabnb NoA KpOBaBO-KPAaCHbIMKU Mapycamu, Ha KOTOpbix 6bina
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3aTem OH NOBEPHY/ICA K CBOMM naccaxupam u 6oapbim rono-
COM cKasan:

— Mpowy caautbes, rocnoaa!

Jlykac nocoBeToBan rocnoauHy JlaHio cecTb Ha non B kabuHe
MalLMHUCTA, YTO6LI He CMWKOM 6pocaThCa B rnasa, MOTOMY YTO
OH XOpOLWO npeAcTaBnan cebe, Kakon NEPENONOX MOXET NOAHATb-
ca cpeau xutenen Kutas, ecnm Ha Hebe HexAaHHO-HEraaaHHoO no-
ABUTCA NapALWMA BEIMKAH HEBEPOATHLIX PasmMepoB UAKU OHW YBUAAT
X0TA 6bl 4aCTb €ro rMraHTCKoro Tena, CKaxem ronosy, B3Ayman
rocnoAuH JlaHb BbIrAHYTb B OKOWKO. MHWMbI BeAUKAH cynTan
Takue mepbl NPeAOCTOPOXHOCTU BNOAHE pasyMHbimU. Kpome TOro,
OH U cam He cobupancs ocobo BbICOBLIBATLCA, NONaras, YTo Yem
MeHblie OH 6yaeT BUAETL BO Bpems nepeneta, Tem ayudlle.

Henomyk TOXe 3abpancs B kabuHy mawuHucta. OH cpasy xe
3aHAN MECTO Yy OKOLIKA, NPUTrOTOBMBLUUCL CMOTPETL BO BCE rNasa.
EMy-TO MOXHO 6bl10 CKONBKO YrOAHO BLIMNSALIBATL 1 0603peBaTh
OKPECTHOCTU. U 3TO ero, KoHe4Ho, O4YeHb PajoBano, BeAb OH 6bin
CTPaLWHO NOGONBITHBIM.

Nlykac v [Ixum ycTpoumnucb Ha Kpbilie napososa. Jlykac Ha-
nNpaBuN MayTy C MarHUTamu BBepX W MOTSHYN 3a NPasblit LIHYP.
MnaBHO U 6eclwymHO nepreTyym-mobune oTopBancs oT 3eMau U,
Habupas CKOpOCTb, YCTPEMUANCA BBbICh.

FAABA WECTHAAUATAA,
8 xomopoll enepavle 3a nocaedHUe CTMO MblCAY A1em
3aen3vieaemcs opyxcba mexcoy
o2HedblWawuUM cyujecmeom u obumamenem Mops

Bckope nyTtewectBeHHUkM pobpanuce A0 FOPHOro maccusa
Beneu Mwupa. Jlykac Hanpasun naposo3 BAOJIb MEPBON rpaab,
noka OHW He JoneTenn AJO TOrO MECTa, rae Koraa-to 6eina
AonuHa Cymepek. Bce yuwienbe npubansntenbHo A0 NOAOBUHLI
6610 3aBaneHoO ropHeiMu obnomkamu. MMraHTCkue KameHHble
rnblbbl TPOMO3AUANCE TYT U Tam, npuaaBas ObiBliemy yuie-
Nblo XyTKOBaTO-haHTacTMyecknin BUA. Monya cmotpenn [xum
u Jlykac Ha 3TO MpayHoe 3penuuie, Noka nepneTyym-mobune
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6eClUyMHO neTen Haj KaMeHHbIMU pa3BannMHamu. M3-3a npowuc-
weawero obsana yulenbe Tenepb 3HAYUMTENLHO PacCLUMPUNOCH,
W B Hekorga y3KOW NOLMHE CTano AO0BONbHO NpocTopHo. U Bce
xe Jlykacy npuxoamnocb 6biTb BCe BpPeMA Haveky U CNeauTb
3a Tem, 4ToObl KpuUCTH, NeTeBWINA C OFPOMHONR CKOPOCTbLIO, He
Bpe3anca Co BCero pasmaxy B Kakoi-Hubyab OCTpbii BbICTYN,
TopYaBlWwKit U3 nonyobpywmslueica ckanbl. Heckonbko pas Jly-
Kacy Npuxoannocb CTPEMUTENLHO MEHATb MONOXEHWE MauThi,
4yTo6bl M36exaTb CTONKHOBEHUA. HO HecmoTps Ha Bce CNOX-
HOCTU U HEKOTOPLIA PUCK, 3TOT MNEPENneT He LWen HU B Kakoe
CpaBHEHWE C NepBbiM, KOraa HYyxHO 6bln0 neteTb 4yepes Bbl-
COYEHHbIe ropbli Aa ele npucnocabnueaTbCca K paspexeHHOMY
BO34YyXY.

Bckope yxe yuwienbe 66110 No3aau, U NyTEWECTBEHHUKU yBUAe-
nm Nlec Teicaun Yypec, KOTOpbIA NpOCTUpPAnca NOA HUMWU BO BCEW
CBOe MHOrouBeTHOW kpacoTe. BoT nokasanacb Kutanckas cTeHa,
KOTOpas TOHEHbKOW KpaCHOW NeHTOW BuAacb NO XO0AMam W AO-
NMHaM. A 3a Helo packuHynIuUCb O6LWKMpHbIE BAafeHUs KUTaNCKOro
nmnepatopa ¢ 6eCKOHeYHBIMKU NALHAMU, U3BUAUCTBIMW LOPOramM,
pekamMn U pedylukamu, yepes KoTopble 6binu NepekuHyTbl U3SLLHbIE
N3OTHYTbIE MOCTMKKU. TyT U Tam menbkanu Hebonblwme o3epa, Ha-
NOMWHaBLLWE u3aaneka rnaakve 3epkana.

Jlykac Ha BCAKWI cnyyan B3neTen nosbile, NOTOMY 4TO Ha
rOpPU30HTE YyxXe BUAHEeNUCb 30/10Thie KpblwKn lNeknHa. Ho BOT yxe
n Kutain octancs nosagu, nepnetyym-mobune ctpenoit neten Haj
okeaHOM. Bckope Apy3bs 3aMeTunu, 4To BOAAa BHU3Y CTana CoBCEM
APYron — C WYMOM KaTWMAUCb FUFAHTCKWE BOJHbI, NOYEPHENO
mope, npeBpaTuBlLeecs BAPYr B mpayHoBaTtylo pa3bylesasLluylocs
CTUXUIO.

— loa Hamun Bapsapckoe mope! — npokpuyan Jlykac csoemy
ManeHbkoMy Apyry. — Msbl Ha NpaBunbHOM NyTH.

N ToyHO, He npowno u nonyyaca, kak [xum 3ametun Bsaa-
neke ABe KpOLWEYHble yepHble Touku. lMepnetyym-mobune B3an
KYpC NPAMO Ha HuUX. TOYKM CTpEeMUTENbHO YBeAUYMBaAUCb. ITO
6bin Bonbwoi Marnut! Jlykac onucan B Bo3ayxe 6onblioin Kpyr
HaZ MarHMTHbHIM OCTPOBOM U NOTOM, NIOBKO MaHeBpupya, cran
MeANeHHO CHUXaTb BBLICOTY, NOKa HAaKOHeW He nocagun csown
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neTatenbHbl annapar Ha BOAY, NPAMO cpeau OylwyiOLWUX BOJH,
MeTpax B NaTUCTax oT Oepera.

— Hennoxo cpa6ortaHo, ctapuHa?! — ckasan Jlykac u Beceno
NOAMUTHYN [Kumy.

— Ara, BoT M Bbl!l — pasganca BApyr OTKyAa-TO U3 BOAbI
Yelh-TO HEeXHbI ronocok. 370 6bina Cypcynanuum, koTopas Bbl-
HbipHYNa NpAMO y nokomoTtusa. — Kyaa 3TO Bbl 3anponacTuancL?
Mbl Bac yxe uenoii AeHb TYT XAemM, — nponena oHa.

— O Tom xe mornu 6Bl CNPOCUTL Bac U Mbl, munas 6apbiw-
HA, — muponiobuso oteeTun Jlykac. — Msbl Bac npoxaanu Buyepa

uenbin AeHb, a NOTOM YBUAENU, YTO BAaC HET, U pewnnu Ucnpo-
60BaTb OAHO Hale usobpeTeHne, KOTOpPOe ycneau caenatb 3a 3TO
Bpemsa. Hy BOT, nmpu nomouwM 3Toro usobpeTeHus Mbl CyMenu
AOCTaBUTL CloAa ABYX HaluUx Apy3en.

— AX BOT OHO 4TO, — CKa3ana mopckas npuHuecca, — Hy,
3TO MeHseT Aeno. A 3HaeTe, MOYEMY A He BepHynacb BOBpemA?

— HasepHoe, notomy, 4to Bbl 3abbinu, — npeanonoxun Jlykac.

— Bot u Het! — Beceno socknukHyna Cypcynanuuu.

— HaBsepHoe, nNOTOMY, 4TO Bbl MpPOTaHUEBANU BCE 3TO Bpemsd
Ha 6any, — poragancs [xum.

— Toxe HeT! — oTBeTMNA NpuHUECCAa U 3aAniacbk PajoOCTHbLIM
CMEXOM, HaNOMUHABLIWUM NNECK BOAH.

— Hy, Toraa mbl caaemca, — ckasan Jlykac.

— [lpeactaBbTe cebe, — Havana pacckasbiBaTb NpuHLUecca, CO-
BEPLUIEHHO CUAR OT c4acTbsl, — Ha Hany MHe ckasanu, 4To KTO-TO
BUAEN moero xeHuxa Ywaypuwyyma. Ha gHe Canduposoro mops.
A1 TyT Xe nomyanace Tyaa, obwapuna Tam BCe Yrnbl U 3aKOYIKHU
U BCe-Taku Halna ero — B TPexX MOPCKUX mMunax K tory ot lo-
ny6boit KopannoBoi CTeHbl, NPIMO nocpeaun nyra, rae pacrtyr...

— H-pa, — yxmbinbHynca Jlykac, — BOT paAocCTh, HaBepHoOe,
66110/

— Hy a notomM, — npogonxkana webetatb mMopckas npuHuec-
ca, — OH 3anpar MOUX MOPCKUX CKaKyHOB, U Mbl pBaHynu cioaa!
N BOT Mbl TyT!

— Ho 4TO-TO 9 ero He BUXY, — yAuBMACA [XUM.

— Jfla, a rae xe oH? — cnpocun Jlykac. — Haao xe ero no-
NpUBETCTBOBATD.
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— OH ceiyac BbIHbIpHET, — ckasana pycanka. — OH Begb
BCe-TaKU uyepenaxycuit, a OHU BCE€ HEMHOXKO HENOBOPOTAUBLIE.
Koraa mbl yBuaenu Bally KONOMOAMUHIY, KOTOpas Hecnacb NpSAmMo
Ha Hac, Mbl BMECTE€ C HUM HbIPHYAU NOA BOAY, U BOT... Ara, BOT
u oH! Mocmotpute! MpaBaa, OH HEOOLIYAWHO INEraHTeH?

Ha noBepxHOCTU NOSABUAOCHL CYLLECTBO BECbMa CTPAHHOM Hapy-
HOCTU. HeuTo cpeaHee mexAay 4epenaxoi, YeNOBEKOM U CENEe3HEM.
Y Hero 6bln TBepAbI NAHUUPb U3 3eNeHblX NAACTUHOK C 30/10ThIMU
NPOXWUAKaMKU; ANUHHbLIE PYKU-HOMM, TOpYaBlUIME WU3-MOA NaHUMPS,
OTMY4ANNCLb OT YENOBEYECKMX, BO-NEpBbIX, LBETOM — OHMU 6binu
NUNOBLIMU, @ BO-BTOPbIX, TEM, YTO MeXAY NanblUamMn y Hero, Kak
y Kakoro-Hnbyab cenesHs, 6biau nepenoHkw.

Ho 3ato nvuo y Hero BLIrNSAeno COBEPLIEHHO NO-4enoBe4eCcKu
W paxe kasanocb BnoaHe kpacuebim. MNpaBaa, BOT BOMOC HAa rono-
Be COBCeM He 6blNo, HO 3TO KOMMNEHCUPOBANOCH ANMMHHBIMU-NPEA-
NMHHBIMU 06BUCNBIMM ycamn. CamMbiMu NpuBnekaTenbHbIMU B €ro
06nuke 6blnn, Noxanyw, rnasa. M3-3a 60nbLIMX 3010TbIX OYKOB Ha
BacC cmoTpenn aBa 60nblIMX rnasa YyAeCHOro (puankoBoro uBeTa;
OHU TNAAENN CepPbe3HO, CNOKOWHO U AaxKe HEeMHOro nevyansHo.

— [puBetcTByl0o Bac! — € pacCcTaHOBKO CKa3an yepenaxy-
cuin. B ero ronoce cavlwanach yamsutenbHas neBy4ecTb. — MHe




AOBENOCb O BaC MHOro CAbiwaTb, U A NouTy ans cebs 3a 60nblyio
YeCTb NO3HAKOMUTHLCA C TaKUMKU 3ameyaTesibHbIMU NI0AbMMU.

— B3aumHo, — otBetun Jlykac. — Kak xopowo, 4YTO Bbl Ha-
KOHel, Halwucb, rocnoauH Ywaypuwyym!
— CkaxuTe, noxanyincra, — BCTYNua B pasrosop [xum, — Bbl

yXe BbiNOAHWAWU 3ajaHue, KOTOpoe nopy4un Bam koponb Jlopmo-
panb, U Tenepb MoxeTe XeHUTbCA Ha npuHuecce Cypcynanuuu?

Yepenaxycuit rpycTHo ynbibHyncs.

— Kak mMuno c Bawe#n CTOPOHbI, YTO Bbl CMpalinMBaeTe MeHs 06
3TOM, — OTBETUA OH CBOMM NEBYYUM FOJIOCOM, — HO, K COXane-
HWIO, MHE He yAanocCb CNPaBUTLCA C ITUM 3adaHuem. A Tak u He
HawWwen HW OAHOrO OrHejbllallero cyliecTsa, kotopoe 6bin10 6bi
APYXECKU HacTPOEHO K HamM, MOPCKMM obuTatensm. A yxe noytu
noTepan Hajexay Ha To, 4TO KOraa-Hubyab Cymelo M3rotosuTb
Kpucrann BeunocTn.

Mopckas npuHuecca TOTYaC Xe NpUHANACL BCxAuNbiBaThL. Ye-
penaxycuit NONOXWUAN el PyKy Ha NAe4yo U ckasan:

— He nnauyb, goporas, s 6yay uckaTb A0 KOHUA AHEN CBOWX.

— Munas npuHuecca, a kak 06CTOMT Ae€N0 CO CMOTpUTENEM
bonbworo MarHuta? — nepesen pas3roBop Ha Apyryilo Temy Jly-

kac. — Bbl Hawnu koro-Hubyab?
Bmecto pycanku oTBeTMn 4YepenaxyCcuid.
— Mos HeBecTa, — cka3an OH CBOUM MENIOAUYHLIM FONOCOM,

nornaxueas nNoO BONOCaM 6e3yTewHO pblAasLuylo npuUHUeccy, —
cooblwimna MHe O Tex TPYAHOCTAX, C KOTOPbIMWU Bbl CTONKHYNUCH
nocne Toro, kak nouymHunu bonbwon MarHut. A 3HaKOM C yCTpou-
CTBOM MAarHMTHOM CUCTEMBI, NOTOMY 4HTO TbiCAYY NeT TOMYy Hasaj
A cnyckanca oAHaxabl BHU3. Toraa Bce 6bi10 B nopsake. Ho A He
MOl TaM AOAr0 0CTaBaTbCA M3-3a O4YEeHb BbLICOKOW Temnepartypsl,
KOTOPYIO Mbl, 0butatenn mops, nepeHocMm C Tpyaom. Pasymeer-
CA, A C yAOBONbCTBMEM CNYLLYCb BHM3 U BKAIOYY CUCTEMY TOJIbKO
TOrAa, KOrAa Bbl CO CBOEN YAWUBWUTENbHOW MALLUMHON yAanUTEeChb Ha
AOCTAaTOYHOE paccTosHMe. Ho, K COXANEHWIO, 1 He CMOry B3sTb Ha
cebs 0653aHHOCTM cMOTpuTens. Bo-nepsbix, U3-3a Xapbi, KOTOPYIO
A NPOCTO He BbiHECY, a BO-BTOPbIX, W3-3a 3ajaHus, KOTOpoe Aan
MHE MOPCKOW KOpOAb; Beab 4YTOOblI BbINOAHUTL €ro, i AONXEH
NOCTOAHHO NpOYeCHLIBaTL BCE aKBaTOPUU MMpa.
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— M, — yxmblnbHyncsa Tyt Jlykac. — Kak 340pOBO BCe-Taku,
4TO Mbl 3axBaTuau ¢ cobolo Hawero apyra Henmomykal!

— Henomyka? — nepecnpocuna mopckas npuHLecca u Toryac
Xe nepecrtana nnakate. — A KTO Takoi Henomyk?

— [osoBu-ka ero cioga, Axum, — ckasan Jlykac, XUTpoO ynbi-
6asce.

AWM OTKPBLIN KPbIWKY TEHAEPA W, 3arNsAHYB B XO/NIOAHYIO TOMKY,
npokpuyan:

— Henomyk! 3#! Henomyk! Beinesai!

— Cenvac! — pasganca xplokaowuini ronoc NoNyApakoHa, Ko-
TOpbI, MBLIXTA U cons, HadYan Bblbupatbca U3 kabuHbl. Bckope
nokas3anacb €ro ynutaHHas usMoHoOMUS.

— X0-x0-X0-x0! — BApPYr 3arorotan OH. — DTO 4TO 3a CTYAHU
xoaaune? Bor nortexa! CAU3HAKM HE CAU3HAKKW, NIOAU HE Noan?
He nonmews! Xo-xo0-x0-x0!

Henomyk Tak v He Hayuyuncs euie BecTu ceba kak cneayer.

MNpuHuecca u ee xeHux B yxace yCTaBUAUCb Ha NOAyApakoHa.
Ot ctpaxa Cypcynanuuu ctana CBETNO-3ENEHOW.

— Y-4-y-TO 37O Takoe? — 3amkancCb, CNpocuna OHa.

— A apakoH! ®doy! — npoH3uTennHo 3asonun Bapyr Heno-
MYK U NONbIXHYN NNaMeHEM W3 Hoca.

B Ty xe cekyHay obutatenu mops CKpblaucb NOA BOAOW, OCTa-
BUB nocne cebsa TONbKO NEHALMUWACA BOAOBOPOT.

— Bbl BMaenn? — He nomHa cebs OT pajocTu, 3asepellan
Henomyk. — OHuU yTOHynu OT cTpaxa! Xanko, KOHEYHO, YTO OHM
nownu ko AHy. Takue munbie Ni0AW, TaK YBAXUTENbHO OTHECAUCH
KO MHe!

— Henomyk! — cka3an Jlykac ¢ pacctraHoBkoW. — Tak Aeno
He nonget. Tol BeAb Aan Ham YECTHOE CNOBO, YTO OCTaBULlb CBOMW
APaKOHbU WTYYKMN.

MonyapakoH pacTepsHHO 3axnonan rnasamu. Bua y Hero 6bin
COBEPLIEHHO HECYAaCTHbIN.

— Ox, npoctute meHs, noxanyicrtal 4 3abuin. Ho a 6onbwe
He 6yay. Hukoraa He 6yasy ApakoHHMYaTh! — noobelian OH.

— Hy xopowo, — cepbe3Ho ckasan Jlykac. — Ecau Tol ewie pa3s
jJabysewsb, To Tebe NpuaeTca OTKa3aTbCA OT AOMKHOCTU CMOTPH-
rena bonbworo Maruuta. CmoTtpu, a Tebs npeaynpeaun.
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MoHypusluncy, ctoan Henomyk ¢ BUHOBaATbIM BuAOM. Jlykac no-
3Ban pycanky u ee xeHuxa. Ho emy npuwnocb Kpuyarb AOBOJILHO
AONTO, NOKA OHU HAKOHEL, He BbIHYPHYNU. Ha BCAKUA Cnyyanh OHU
oTNALIM noganble oT bepera.

— He 6oiitech, nabiBUTE cloga, — ycnokoun ux Jlykac. — Bam
npaBaa Heyero 60ATbCA.
— CoBepweHHO Heuero, — noateepann xum. — Henomyk —

O4YeHb CNaBHOE OrHegblwauiee cywectso. OH XOYeT C Bamu apy-
XUTb.

— [a, aApyXuTb, — XplokHyn Henomyk, 130 Bcex cun crapasch
npuaaTb CBOEMY ronocy kak MOXHO 6onee markoe 3ByyaHue. —
A1 XXYTKO CnaBHO€ OrHejbillaliee Cyuiectso, 3T0 npasaal

— OrHeabiwauiee cywectso? — nepecnpocun Yepenaxycuin
C ABHbLIM UHTEpPECOM. — W Tbl FOTOB C Hamu ApyxuTb? A He oc-
nbiwanca?

— A o4eHb paxe roToB C BaMW ApPYXWUTb, — 3asepun ero Heno-
MYK C BaXHbIM BMAOM. — 1 aan yectHoe cnoso [xumy u Jlykacy,
4yTO HUKOraa He 6yay obuxkartb Bac.

Pycanka n yepenaxycuin OCTOpOXHO Bbibpanucb Ha Geper, u Jly-
Kac No BCem npasunam npeacTaBun Apyr ApYry HOBbiX 3HaKOMbIX.

— Hy BOT, — cka3an OH 3aTemM, — Tenepb Ham HYXHO NOCKO-
pee gobpartbca A0 CTapoi GyxTbl M BCTaTb TaM Ha AKOpb. Makcuk
yXe, HaBEepHOE, Hac 3axajancs.

Jlykac MArko passepHyncs M NoBkO norpe6 B CTOPOHY npex-
Hei cTosAHkU. Koraa OHM HakoHew npuvanunu k 6Gepery, Heno-
MyK 1 Ywaypuwyym yxe 60nTanm kak crapole aobpble npustenu.
370, HaBepHOe, OTTOro, Y4To Henomyk 6narogaps CBoemy poACTBY
c 6beremoTammn BcCe-Taku OLLyLlAN KAKYIO-TO BHYTPEHHIOIO TAry
K BOAE M KO BCEMY MOPCKOMY, a Ywaypuiwyym, B CUNY CBOEro
OTAANEHHOro pOoACTBa C Yepenaxamu, 4yyBcTBoBan cebs kak-To
CBA3aHHbIM C Cywen. Tak 4ToO MONY4aNoCb, YTO Y HUX AAXE €CTb
4To-TO Oblee. Yepenaxycuit H6bin Ha ceabMOM Hebe OT cuyacTbs,
YTO HAKOHEL-TO HaWOCh OrHeAblwaliee CyWecTBo, C 4Ybei no-
MOLLbIO €My YAacTCA, ObiTb MOXET, BbINONHUTbL 3aAaHWE KOPONS
Nopmopana. A Henomyk, B cBOIO ovepeab, Obin CTpawHO paa,
YTO Tenepb OH AONXEH WUrpaTb TakKyl0 BaXHY0 poONb, Aa K TOMY
e ewe 063aBencs HOBbIMW APY3bAMMU.
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— A Kak Tam Haw rocnoAauH JlaHb? — cnoxBaTunca BApPYr
Axum. B cyete U cymatoxe O CTapuyke COBEPLIEHHO 3abbinu.

— [ocnoaun Jlanb? OH Hu4yero, — ckasan Henomyk, — BCIO
AOPOry cuaen Ha nony 6GneaHblin, C 3aXKMYPEHHbLIMU rNasamu, 3a-
6uBWKUCL B Yron, a Ha NOBOpOTax Bce Bpems roBopun «boxe
MOW» n «cnacute». HaBepHoe, U cenvac CMAMT Tam B CBOEM yray.

[xxum nocnewun OTOABUHYTb KPbIWKY TeHAEpa U nNo3Ban:

— locnoauH Jflanb! lMpuexanu! Boixogurte.

— [llpaBaa?! — paspanca TOHKWA FONOCOK MHUMOrO BeMUKa-
Ha. — Hy cnaBa bory, a TO 9 yXxe Ayman, 4To >XUBbIMU Ham He
AONETETL A0 3EMAU.

C 3TMMK cnoBamMu OH Koe-Kak Bbibpancs w3 TeHaepa WU Orns-
HYNCA NO CTOPOHAaM.

— JTO U eCTb TOT Camblil MW/bIA, YYAECHbIW OCTPOBOK, WUMe-
Hyemblii MeanaHavei, rae mHe npeactouT paboratb mMaskom? —
CNPOCUN OH HECKONbKO pa3oyapoBaHHO.

— KoHeyHO xe Het! — paccmesnca Jlykac. — 3710 bonbLoi
Marnut. 3pecs 6yaetr HecTu cBolo cnyxby Henomyk. Meanah-
AU — cneaylowii NYHKT Hawen nporpammebl. Hy xopouwo, Apy-
3b5. He 6yaem 6onbwe Tepate Bpems. A Bmecte ¢ Henomykom
u Ywaypuwyymom cnywycb BHM3, YTOObl MM BCe MOKasaTb. YX Ha
3TOT pa3 8 BO3bMYy C coboi cdoHapuk. Bce paBHO mbl He Byaem
cefivyac BKNIOYATb MarHuT... 370 caenaeT Henomyk, koraa mbi 6y-
Aem yxe aaneko. [Kum, a Tbi NOoka CXo0AMn 3a MakCUKOM, OTBAXM
ero u npukatu cioaa.

— lopsaaok! byaer caenaHo! — oto3sBancsa [Xum.

— A Bbl XAUTe Hac 3aecb, — pobasun Jlykac, obpawanco
K pycanke v BenuKaHy.

3atem OH none3s Ha BEPLWHY cKanbl, B3SB B cob6oit Henomyka
u Ywaypuwyyma, KOTOpbIi Ha Cylle nepeaBUranca kak 4yenosek, Ha
ABYX HoOrax, TO/IbKO Aenan OH 3TO HECKONbKO MeaneHHo. Mopckas
npuHUEcca CHOBa yCTpounacb Ha Menkosoabe, a rocnoauH Jlavb
YCEeNnca Ha Kakon-TO BanyH.

— S ckopo BepHycb, — ckasan [kum u ywen 3a Makcukom.

Echm 6 OH TONbKO 3HAN, YTO Yepe3 HEeCKObKO MWUHYT OOHapyXuT
HEeYTO Takoe, YTo OyAeT MMeTb ANA HEro Camoro U Jaxe ANA ero
Apyra Jlykaca Becbma cCyliecTBeHHble nocneacTsns!
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FTAABA CEMHAAUATAA,
8 xomopotl Ha Jxuma obpyuwusaemen 6oavwoe 2ope,
a Jlykac paspabamsieaem cmenwlil N1aH

Koraa [xwum Bbilen Kk TOMy MecTy, rae octasun Makcuka, OH
CHayana NoAyman, 4To, BepoOATHO, owubecs M nonan He Tyaa.
Mewepa kak 6yaTo 6bina Ta — HO Makcuka B Heit He 6bino!

Y [kuma npamo cepjue 3amepno, a NOTOM BAPYr OTYHAAHHO
3a6unoce.

— HaBepHoe, 370 rae-10 B Apyrom mecre, — 6opmotan oH. —
HaBepHaka f owun6CcA. 34ecb NOAHLIM-NOAHO BCAKMX FPOTOB, ne-
wep, Tak YTO NIErKO MOXHO COUTBCS.

N OH npowen HEMHOXKO Aanble, 3arnajbiBas BO BCE AbIpbl,
notom 3abpancs 4yTb Bbille, NOWUCKan Tam, NOTOM CHOBa cny-
cTUncA. B KkoHUE KOHLOB €My HUYero He OCTaBasoCb AenaTb, Kak
4YeCTHO cka3aTb cebe, 4YTO BCe-TakM CHavana OH BEPHO Bbilwen
K HY>XXHOMY MecCTy.

— HaBepHoe, Makcuk 3abunca B camyio rnybuHy, — pewun
OH, — BeAb HEe MOl Xe OH NPOCTO TaK B3ATb U UCYE3HYTbL. Tem
6onee 4uTOo Mbl ero kpenko npusasanu. Ckopee BCero, A MNAOXO
nocmortpen.

[XuM BepHyncs Kk NnepsBoMy MeCTy U 3ane3 B Nelepy, Crapasch
NPOHUKHYTb KaK MOXHO rny6xe. HO CkOpo OH ynepcs B CTEHKY.
Makcuka Hurge He 6bin0! OH 6eccneaHo mcues!

— Makeuk! — cpoiBalowumea ronocom nossan xum. ly6ol
ero gpoxann. OH BbICKOYMAN U3 Neliepbl U NPUHANCA 3BaTb CBOW
naposo3uk. Ho Bce HanpacHOo. Makcuk He oT3biBancs. [kum roTtos
6bin pacnnakarbca. Mbichn BUXpem NPOHOCUAUCHL B €ro rosoBe.
Mpowno Hemano BpeMeHW, Npexae 4Yem OH CymMen Kak-To coob-
pasuTb, YTO e AenaTb U Kyaa uatu.

— Jlykac! — BcnomHun oH. — Hapo ceivac xe nossaTb Jly-
kacal

3apbixancb OT BOMHEHUA, OH 6bICTpO B306pancs Ha BepLIMHY
ckansl, noabexan Kk konoguy U, 6pOCUBLINCL Ha 3eMAl0, CTan Kpu-
YaTb B Ablpy. Tam, rnybokO BHM3Yy, OH yBuaen cBeT OT ¢poHapuka
Jlykaca. [xum cnoxun najowku pynopom K elie pa3 nossan
Jlykaca. OH cTapancs 130 BCex cun:
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— Jlykac! flykac! Beixogu! Ckopee! Makcuk nponan! MNoxanyicra!

HO CHU3y HMKTO He OT3biBancs. HaBepHoe, 3aBbiBaloOWNA B KO-
noaue Betep U rpoxoT Oywylouwmx BONH, YTO pa3buBanncb o cka-
nuctole 6epera, 3arnywanu BCe OCTafbHbie 3BYKHW.

— lownay 3a Hum! — pewun [xum u ctan cnyckatbca no
BUHTOBOW NeCTHUUE.

Ho, nNpoinas HECKONbKO METPOB, OH BblHY>XA€eH 6bln OTKa3aTbCs
OT 3TOW 3aTeu, NOTOMY 4TO BeAb y Hero He 6blno boHapuka, a B
TEMHOTE Aa NO CKONb3KOW NecTHUue Aaneko He yhnaewsb. [loka oOH
6yser non3tu BHU3, Jlykac Tak U TaK yxe BCE 3aKOHYUT U Cam
BbIAET HaBepx. 3HA4YUT, HUYEro He OCTaBanoCb, kak xAaartb. Ko-
HEYHO, B TakON CUTyaLUUU HET HUYEero xyxe, 4em NpocTo CUAETb
cnoxa pyku u xaaTb Yy mMopsa NOroAbl.

Jxum pewnn euwie pas CNycTUTbCA K TOMY MECTY, rae CTofn
Makcuk, n Bce kak cnegyet ocmoTpetb. HO NOWUCKM HU4YEro He
Aann. TonbkO ManeHbkuii O6pLIBOK PaCLUMTBIX XEMYYFrOM MOBOALEB,
KOTOpbiMK 6bin NpuBA3aH Makcuk, — BCe, YTO OCTaNOCb OT HEro.

3axaB B pyke 3TOT KpOLWEYHBIA KycO4eK, HanoMWHaBWwuin 06
ucyesHyBwem napoBosuke, [xum BepHyncs B OyxTy, rge ocra-
Banucb Kpuctun, rocnoauH JlaHb u pycanka. Monuya cen OH Ha
KameHb. Ero nnuo, HECMOTpA Ha 4epHbId UBET KOXW, Ka3anocb
nenenbHO-CepbIM.

— MMo3BonbTe MHe 3aAaTb Bam BOMNPOC, niobesHbiin apyr, — 06-
paTuncs K Hemy rocnogunH flaHb. — Y10 cnyynnocb? MoxeT 6biTb,
C BalMM MaNeHbKMM /IOKOMOTUBOM...

Ho rocnoguH flaHb He AOroBOpua NpPeanoXeHus RO KOHUA —
OXxnum NOCMOTpen Ha HEero TakMMu nedanbHbIMU rAa3amu, NOAHbI-
Mn 6e3yTelWwHOro ropsa, YTo CNoBa 3acTpsAau Yy BeAWKaHa B ropne.
MpuHuecca Toxe npuTUxNa.

3acTbiBWHUM B3rNSA0M [xkum cmotpen Ha mope. OH kycan ry6el,
4yT06bl He pacnnakartbca. MoToM, 3anuHasch, 6e33By4HO ckasan:

— [a... Makcuk... OH... 8 He 3Hal0... HaBepHOe, OH nponan...

N Bce Tpoe noOrpysunucb B monyaHue. TONbKO CALIWHO 6biN0
3aBbiBaHWe BeTpa fa POKOT MOPCKOro npubos.

— Ckopee Bcero, ero KTo-Hubyab ykpan, — ckasan HakoHeu
Axum.

Pycanka noka4ana ronoson.
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— HerT, cloaga HUKTO He 3axoAauT, — obbAcHMNA oHa. — [axe
Xutenn mops. Ho ecnn 6bl OHU 34eCb U NOABUAWUCH, TO BCE PaBHO
HUKTO U3 HAWWUX He MOr CTawuTb NapOBO3UK.

— [JlaBanTe nogymaem, — BMelanca TyT BeaukaH. — A He
MO0 MOAYYNTbCA Tak, YTO OH NPOCTO OTBA3aNCA, ynan B BOAY
U Nowen Ko AHYy?

Axum nocmoTpen Ha BennkaHa. B ero rnasax 3arennunacb Hagexaa.

— Morno, HaesepHoe, — cka3an [XumM. — XOoTS Mbl KpPEnko
ero npusasanu. [la Kk TOMY Xe Yy Hero 3ajpaeHbl Bce wWenu, no-
TOHYTb OH HE€ MOr.

— [aBsaiiTe 8 NOCMOTpIO, — NpPeANoxuna pycanka. — A HblpHy
U NoNabiBY BOKPYr OCTPOBA.

— On, noxanyncral — BOCKAUKHYN [IXKUM, U pycanka TyT Xe
ucyesna noa BoAOM.

— Kak s noHumaio Bawy 60nb, MOW tOHbIA Apyr! — nonbiTancs

yTewnts [kuma rocnoauH JlaHb. N OH NpuHANCAS NpUBOAUTL Thi-
CAYN pasHbIX NPUMEpPOB, KOraa MoAu 4To-HUbyab Tepsau, a NOTOM
HEOXWAaHHbIM 0bpasom Haxoaunu. focnoanH flaHb xoTen caenarb
kak nydwe, HO [IXum caywan ero snonyxa.

HakoHew pycanka BepHyAnachb.

— Hy u4to, Hawna 4to-HUbYABL? — CNPOCUN OH, eaBa CAEPXM-
Ban BOJIHEHUE.

Pycanka nokavana ronosomu.

— Ckanbl AOXOAAT A0 CAMOro AHa, — OTBETMNA OHAa, — a Tam
Ha rnybuHe Tak TEMHO, YTO HMYEro TONKOM He pa3srnagertb. [pu-
AETCA NOAOXAATb, NOKA 3aXKETCA MOPCKas UNNIOMUHALUA.

— Ho Toraa Makcuka NpUTAHET MarHUTOM, u ero yxe 6yaer

He OTOApaTb! — B OTHAAHUN BOCKNUKHYAN Axnm.
— Ho 3at0 Mbl x0TA 6bl YBUAUM, TA€ OH 3acTpan, U CMOXEM
NOTOM €ro NOoAHATb HaBepX, — BO3pa3una Mopckaa npuHUecca.

Bce cHoBa 3amonuanu, chblWiHb 6blAM TONLKO BOW BETPA U poO-
koT npubos. MNocreneHHO Ha4ano cmepkartbes. [leno Wno k Beyepy.

Tonctak Kpuctu crosan Henojaneky Ha npukone U Npucnywiu-
BaNcs K pasroBopy.

KoHeuHO, OH coobpaxan MeANneHHO U He Bce MoHuman. Ho
BCE >X€& noyyscTtBOBan, 410 C Makcnkom npousowna Kakafa-to
6esa. CBucteTb U ryaetb Kpuctm He mor, notomy 4yto 6bin He
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Ha xoay. N xota koTen ero 6bin nNycT, KkasanoCb, YTO OH BOT-BOT
pa3NeTUTCa Ha 4acTu OT HEBBLIHOCUMOMN MYKM. KpucTu cTpawHo
3aropeBa, Kak TONbKO MOXHO ropeBaTb, Koraa notepselb OYeHb
6113KOr0 yenoBeka.

Mpowno 6eCKOHEYHO MHOrO BpeMEHMU, NoKa HaKOHeL NOABUICS
Nykac. [xumy nokasanocb, 6yaTo TOT OTCYTCTBOBAaN UENYI0 BeY-
HOCTb. DTO BCE, HaBepHOe, MK3-3a Ywaypuwyyma, KOTOpbid ABU-
raeTca MeaneHHo, Kak yepenaxa.

OcTaBWwasnca 4aCcTb KOMNaHUWU cuaena MOHYpuUBLWIKUCL Ha Gepery,
KOrAa HakoHel no3aau Hux pasaancs 6oapeii ronoc Jlykaca:

— 3, noaun! Bot n mbll HEMHOXKO 3aaepxanucb, HO Tenepb
BCe B nopsake. Hemomyk npoBoAuN HAc AO Bepxa, A €My, KCTatu,
nogapun doHapuk, 4Tobbl y Hero Bce-Taku 6bin cBeT. OH cpa-
3y e BepHynca kK cebe, 4tobbl, He OTknaAbiBas Aena B AONTUIA
AWMK, NPUCTYNUTbL K paboTe. EMy CTpawHO HPaBUTCS €ro HOBbIN
AOM. Al emMy Tam BCe pacckasan, BC€ NoKasajn, U K NONYHOYU OH
BK/IIOYUT UNNIOMUHALUIO. A NOKA OH 3aHANCA YCTPOWCTBOM KOJ0A-
ua, 4tobbl AocTaBaTb cebe naBy. Yepenaxycuii ceivyac npuget. OH
Beab ObICTPO He MOXeT.

Jlykac BAPYr YMOAK U YAUBNEHHO NOCMOTPEN Ha ApY3€eW.

— Yro Takoe? — npobacun oH. — YTo ¢ Bamun? N rge Makcuk?

Tyt [xum 6onblie He cMor caepxuaTtecs. [0 3TOW MUHYTbHI OH
ewe Kak-To Kpenuacs, HO Tenepb 6pocunca k Jlykacy u 3apblgan.

Jlyxac cpa3sy Bce noHan.

— Makcuk nponan? — cNpocun OH.

[XXUM TONbKO KWUBHYN B OTBET.

— YepT nobepu! — Bbipyranca Jlykac. — Bot 310 noaapouyex!

OH marko Ob6HAN CBOEro ManeHbKOro Apyra v nornagun €ero
no KyApABOW rosnose.

— [Apyxuuwe! — ckasan oH. — CrapuHa!

Nykac npuxan Axuma k cebe U Bce rnagun ero, Nnoka ToT Ha-
KOHEL, HEMHOXKO HE YCNOKOUACS.

— [locnywan, [xum, — Havyan Ttoraa Jlykac. — Maxkcuk He
MOXeT ucuyesHyTb 6eccneaHo. fae-Hnbyab OH AonxkeH ObiTb. Mol
o6s3aTencHO Hallaem u npuseaem ero obpartHo. Ecam yx s Tebe
roBopio, 4to 6yaeT Tak, TO Tbl MOXELb HE COMHEBATLCA. Tbl Beab
3Haelb MEHA, CTapuHa.
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— KoHeuHo, flykac, — ¢ Tpyaom nporosopun [xum, crtapasach
yNbIGHYTLCA CKBO3b CNE3bl.

— Mbi nogymanu, — BMewWancad TyT B pas3roBop roCnoAuH
JlaHb, — 4TO MapoBO3WK OTBA3aACA U ynan B BOAY.

— Jfa, v 8 yxe nonpoboBana nouckaTb NOA BOAOW, — AO-
6aBuna pycanka. — Ho Tam Ha AHe TaKk TEMHO, YTO HUYero He
BUAHO. HyXHO NOAOXAaTb, NOKA 3aXKETCA WNNIOMUHALMA.

— A moxeT 6biTb, Makcuk nonan B 6eay! — BOCKAWUKHYN
Oxum.

Nykac B3ancs 3a cBO TPybKy M MOrPy3vACs B pasfymbs.

— Mbl cenyac xe Bo3bmem Kpuctn v CnycTUMCA BHU3, NOA
BOAY, — PELWMUTENbHO CKa3an OH HakoHeu. — OkHa, ABepU Y Hac
BCe pPaBHO 3aApaeHbi, TEHAEP 3aKPbIBAETCA TOXE XOPOLWO, a NoA
AABNEHMEM BOAbLI Kpbllka W BOBCE He CABMHETCA C mecTa. Begb
y Kpuctu ectb chapbl, 3Ha4uT, mMbl CMOxXem obcnegoBatb BCE AHO.

Axum cmoTpen Ha Jlykaca WMPOKO PacKpbITbIMU rna3amu.

— [la, HO BeAb KpuCTu kak pa3 He MOXET CNyCTUTLCA NOA

BOAY, €CAU Y Hero Bce Lienn 3agpaeHbl! — BOCKAUKHYN OH.
— [IpnaeTcs HEMHOXKO MO3KCNEPUMEHTUPOBATb, — 3aAyMUYMBO
ckasan Jlykac, BbiNyCTUB HECKO/NbLKO KNy60B AbiMa. — Mbl OT-

KPOEM Ha KOTNne knanaH u kpaH. Koraa Boga Habepetcs B koTen,
TO Naposo3 B NPUHLMNE AO0MXKEH NOrpy3uTbCa B BoAy. Hy najHo,
[Axum, aaBait He Byaem TepaTb Bpems!

— Ho kak xe mbl 6yaem nepeaBuratbCcs no AHy? — BCE He
ycnokamsancs [xum. — Begb Hawa marHuTHas cuctema pabortaer,
TONbKO €CAU el0 YNPaBAATb CHApPYXW, TO eCTb €CU KTO-Hubyab
CMAUT Ha kpblwe. A mbi Byaem B kabuHe U He CMOXEM BbINE3TH.

— BepHo! — cornacunca Jlykac n novecan 3a yxom. — YT1o xe
Aenatb? Munaa 6apblwHs, mMoxeT 6biTb, Bbl nonpobyete cnpa-
BUTLCA C MarHUTHbIM YNPaBNEHNEM?

Apy3bsa nownun K nNaposBo3y U CHANM ero ¢ akops. Pycanka no-
nbiTanacb MOBEPHYTb MauTy, HO U3 3TOrO HU4Yero He BbiwNo. OHa
BCE Xe ObiNa CAUWKOM MUHMATIOPHA ANA NOAOOGHBIX YNpakHEeHUN,
rpeboBaBLUIMX KaK pa3 CUAbI.

K 3TOoMy BpemeHu HakoHeu nosasuaca Ywaypuuwyym. Y3Has
0 TOM, 4YTO CAY4YMNOCb, OH Cpasy e Bbi3BancA MOMOYbL. YTO Ka-
CaeTCa CUAbl, TO C 3TUM y Hero Bce ObiNO B Nopsake, HO 3aTo
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BO3HUKAN TPYAHOCTM WMHOrO poAa: naHuuMpb He fjaBan emy Bbi-
TAHYTb PyKu Bnepea, OHU Y Hero 6binn Bce Bpems pacToOnbIpeHb
B pasHble CTOPOHbl, a OAHOW PYKOW TAXENylw mauty 6bino He
yAepxartb.

— A 4TO, ecnn CHOBa 3anpsvb MOpXen? — npeanoxun [xum
U NOCMOTPEN Ha Mope, rAe Henojaneky B BONHAxX Pe3BUNUCL pY-
CaNKUHbI pbicaku.

— 370 TOXe He roautca, — oteBeTuna Cypcynanuun. — Beab
MOPXW MOTYT HbIPATb TONLKO Hernyboko, U AOATO UM NOA BOAON
He BblAepxaTb. HO, 3HaeTe, Y MeHA eCcTb Apyras ujesa: A Buaena,
4YTO 34eCb PAAOM KaK pa3 Nacytca MOpPCKUE KOHbKM Mmoero na-
neHbkn, A morna 6bl NO3BaTb UX U 3anpsiyb B NIOKOMOTUB.

— Kakoin oT Hux npok? Pa3Be HECKONbKO MOPCKUX KOHbLKOB

CMOTYT BBLITAHYTb TAXeNbld NapoBo3?! — OTMaxHyacs OT 3TOro
npeanoxeHuns Jlykac.
— Tlouemy Heckonbko?! — BOCKAMKHYNA npuHuecca. — Y Hac

ux 6onbwe ThicAaun! Llenas apmus!

Ha tom #u nopewwnnn. Jlykac n [Axum 3aHanucb Kpuctn —
HY>XHO ObINO CHATb MayTy C marHutamu, 4ytobbl OHa He mellana
noa soAon. Pycanka Tem BpemMeHem OTNpaBUNacb UCKaTb MOPCKUX
KOHbKOB. He ycnenu apysbs 3akoH4MTb paboTy, kak npuHuecca
yXe BepHynacb B CONpoBOXAeHMU uenoro tabyHa. HecmeTHoe ko-
MYECTBO 3TUX U3ALLHLIX BOAHLIX NOWAAOK C XBOCTAMM, 3arHyThIMU
KONEYKOM, NOAHUMANO Tyuu OpbI3r, KOTOpbE NEPENUBYATHIMU KEM-
Yy>XKMHaMu pasnetanucb B pasHble CTOpPOHbl. Ecan npucnywarscs,
MOXHO 6bIN10 yCnbllaTb UX pXaHWe, HanOMWUHABLUEE HEXHbIA 3BOH
cepebpsHbIX KONOKONLYMKOB. Ha kaxaoin nowasake nobneckusana
MUHMaTIOpHaa 30/10Tas y3jgedyka. Bce 31O BbIrNaAeno yAUBUTENbHO
Kpacueo, U B apyroe 6bl Bpemsa [xum npuwen 6bl B HEONUCyembii
Boctopr. Ho Tenepb, BNONHE NOHATHO, eMmy 6bINO HE A0 KpacoT.
OH ayman Tonbko O cBoeM Makcuke, U TPEBOXHbLIE MBLICAU He
AaBann emy nNOKOS.
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FrNABA BOCEMHAALATAA,
8 Komopol nymewecmeeHHUKU obHapyicusawom
Ha OHe MOPCKOM YyodusumenvHbill 20pod

Tem BpemeHem 06CTOATENbHbLIA U NPEAYCMOTPUTENbHLIA Yepe-
naxycui Hacobupan B mope Lenylo Oxanky LWeNkoBblXx BOAO-
pocnei. ITO Takue ANUHHble-NpeANUHHbIe TOHKWE BONOKHUCTbIE
pacTeHus, KoTopble OTAUYaloTCA H6ONbWOKR NPOYHOCTLIO U pacTyT
npeunmyuiectseHHo B Bapsapckom mope. M3 3Tux cambix BOAO-
pocneit, kak 13 BepeBOK, 6bin cnneTeH TOANCTbIA KaHaT, OAMH
kOHey kotoporo [lxum u Jlykac npukpenunu k 6ycepy napo-
BO3a, a APYron OCTaBWAM He3anieTeHHbIM, TaK, YTOObl K KaXAow
BepeBke MOXHO 6biN0 NpuBsA3aTb NO Nape MOPCKMX KOHbKOB.
JTuM Kak pa3 3aHsanace npuHuecca Cypcynanuyu, KoTopas
npossuna 3aecb Heobbl4aitHyl0 IOBKOCTb U CHOPOBMUCTOCTb. Ha
Bce 3T0 NoTpeboBanoCb, KOHEYHO, kakoe-To Bpems. Moaxuaasn,
noKa nNpuHLEecca 3akoHYMT cBOlo paboTty, [xum n Jlykac pewu-
NN TEM BPEMEHEM HEMHOXKO noakpenutbCa. lNpaBaa, ectb UM
HUCKOIEYKU HEe XOTeNoCb, HO rocnoauH JlaHb Cymen yrosopuTb
MX XOTb YTO-HUOYAb CbecTb, YTO6bl HabpaTbcs cun, BeAb nocne
3aBTpaka Yy HuUX BO PTY U MakoBOW POCUHKU He 6bino.

Koraa conHue yxe CKNOHUAOCb K 3akaTty, ynpsxka 6bina Ha-
KOHel rotoBa. MoxHO 6bl10 HauuMHaTb cnyck. Jlykac u [xum
yxe cobpanucb 6610 OTOABMHYTb KPbIWKY TeHaepa, 4Tobbl 3a-
6patbca BHYTpb KabuHbl, Kak BAPYr K HWUM NOAOWEN FOCNOAMH
NaHb n ckasan:

— A xoten 66l NONPOCUTL Bac, Mou niobesHble Apy3bsA, B3ATb
MeHa ¢ cobon.

— Bbl xOTUTE C HAMN? — B HEKOTOPOM M3YMJIEHUU Nepecnpo-

cun Jlykac. — Ho, apoporoin rocnognH JflaHb, 3TO meponpuaTtune
Hebe3onacHo.

— A 3Halo, — TBEpAO CKa3an caerka nobneaHeswnit rocnogmnH
NaHb. — MIMEHHO NO3TOMY A He XO4y CuAeTb 3J4eCb CAOXa pPyKM,

B TO BpeMA kak Bbl OygeTe puckoBaTb XWU3HbID. A Aymalo, 4TO
APY3b HE MOTYT NOCTYNUTb WHaue.

— Bbl npassl, — otBeTun Jlykac. — Torga, npowy Bac, 3a-
bupaiitecs!
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Tak oHu BCce Tpoe 3abpanucb B KaloTy. Jlykac U3HYTPU 3aKpbin
nokpenye KpbilwKy TeHaepa. Monayynnocb TakK, CAOBHO OHU CUAAT
B KOHCepBHOW 6aHke. 3aTemM OH 3aABWUHYN >KENE3HYI0 3aCNOHKY,
3akpbiBalowyto Tonky. Tenepb Bce 6GbIIO rOTOBO K MaaBaHuio. Jly-
Kac Aan 3HaK yepenaxycuio, KOTOpbI CAeAnn 3a HUMU B OKOLIKO.
Ywaypuwyym nOANALIA K KOTNOBOMY KnanaHy U KpaHy, OTKpPbiA
W TO U APYroe, Kak Hay4yun ero npeasaputenbHo Jlykac.

MyTelwecTBEHHUKN 3aTaunu AbiXxaHUe U NPUCNYLLIANIUCS.

B kotne uto-10 3abynbkano, M BAPYr Boja CTana CTpemMUTENb-
HO NOAHUMATLCA — TaK, BO BCAKOM C/y4vae, Kasanocb, rnsas
U3 okowka. B AeACTBUTENbHOCTU 3TO /IOKOMOTMUB Havan norpy-
XaTbCA — cnepBa MeANEHHO, a NoTom Bce ObicTpee. Koraa OH
yXe COBCeM ylwen noj BOAY, HEOXMAAHHO WCYE3NU BCE 3BYKM,
He CNblWHO 6bIN0 HU WyMa BOAH, HU BOS BeTpa. Yepes OKOLWKO
B kabWHy nNpoHukan 3eneHoBaTblii cBeT. CKOPO YyX€ NOKOMOTUB
nepectano KayaTb U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY, U OH MEANEHHO U BEPHO
CTan OnycKaTbCA BHWU3, KaK KakoW-HWbyab nndT, M yem Aanblue OH
yAanancs oT NOBEPXHOCTU Mops, Tem 6onee TycKNbiM CTAHOBWJICS
3e/1eHOBaTbI cBeT. lMaccaxupol BUAENN, KaK BMNEpPean FUraHTCKOM
YNPSAXKW NAbIBET MOPCKas MNpUHULECCa, a PSAOM C HUMKU noOrpy-
xanca Ywaypuuwyym.

Jlykac euje pas npoBepun BCe LW U 3aCNOHKY, 3aKpblBaBLUYIO
Tonky. Moka BCé 6bIN0 B nopsake. HU oaHa kanns BoAbl He Npo-
couynnacb BHYTpb. Jlykac, AOBONbHbIA, KWMBHYA.

— [lymaio, 4to BCe 6yaeT HOpmanbHO, — ckasan OH, BbibuBas
CBOIO TPY6Ky, KOTOpYlO 3aTeM CyHyn k cebe B kapmaH.

CKOpO 3a OKHOM CTano COBCEM TemMHO. HaBepHoe, OHU yxe
onyctuance Ha 6onbwyio raybuHy. Y [xuma oT4yasHHO 6unochb
cepaue, a BeNuKaH CUAEN, CYAOPOXHO CXaB pyku. Jlykac Tem
BPEMEHEM NOAOLWIEN K WMUTKY ynpaBneHus u 3axer capbl. CHon
cBETa MPOH3UA YepHO-3eneHylo mrly. MUMo nponabiBaauM HeBUAAH-
Hble pblbbl U YAMBAEHHO CMOTPEN Ha HEBECTb OTKyAa B3sBLUYIOCS
apkylo nonocky. Hekortopbie pbibbl 6biAM ANUHHBIMU U TOHKUMM,
Kak nanku, apyrue, Hao6opoT, BbIrNAAeNU COBEPLUEHHBIMMU KY-
Obllkamu, Hy MPAMO 3TakMe 4YeMOAaHbl, YTblkaHHble MroaKamu.
A TO BAPYr MenNbKHeT Kakas-Hubyab nnockas pbibuiwia — uTO
Tebe koBep-camoner. 34ecb NONAAanoCb MHOXECTBO Y30pyarbix
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pblb, pacKpalleHHbIX BCAKUMMU TOYEYKAMM, 3Ur3aramu, Kpyxoukamu,
U BCE 3TU TOYEYKU W 3arory/IMHKM CBETUAUCL U MEPLANN BO TbME,
a y HekoTopbix Aaxe 6bln0 YTO-TO BPOAE HACTOAWMX MANEHbKUX
(POHApUKOB, MPUKPENNEHHbIX Ha TaKUX XECTKMX NPyTUKAX Hano-
Aobue ypouek, KOTOpble Y HUX BblpacTanu OTKYyAa-TO U3 MaKyLUek.
Mwup, KoTopblit NpeacTan nepej rnasamu U3yMAEHHbIX nNyTelle-
CTBEHHWKOB, NOpPa3nn UX CBOEN TAUHCTBEHHOCTbIO U KPaCOTOM.

JlokoMOTUB NPOAOAXKAN ONycKaTbCA BHWU3, CNOBHO mope 6bii1o
6e3a0HHBIM. HO BAPYr naccaxupbl NOYYBCTBOBAaAU TON4oK. Kpucru
OCTAaHOBWACA. 3HAYUT, 3ITO Yxe AHO. [py3bs OrNAHYAUCL KPYroMm,
W TO, 4TO OHK yBWAENU, NOBEPFrIO UX B yXac.

MosCioAy rPOMO3ANMANCL OCTaHKWM 3aTOHyBWKUX Kopabnen. OT
MHOTUX YXX€ MNOYTU HUYEro He OCTanoCb, KPOME KaKUX-TO peek
W NNAHOK, 3apoCWiMX BOAOPOCASIMU, paKylKamu U Kopannamu.
Apyrve ewe coxpaHuan 06LWKBKY, HO U TYT MOXHO 6blI0 BUAETb
msiowmne npobonHbI, CKBO3b KOTOPblE NPOCMATPUBAINCL BHYTPEH-
HOCTU kopabns. B oaHomM mecTe [JkuM Aaxe 3amMeTuN CKeeT,
BOCCEAaBLIMn HA NONYCTHUBLUEM, 3apOCLLIeM BOAOPOC/IAMMU CYHAYKe,
U3 KOTOPOro TOpYanu CANTKKU 30A10Ta.

Cpeaun 3Tux ob6naomkoB pycanke 6bin10 He Tak-TO NErkO HanuTu
Aopory Ans naposo3a. Hecko/lbko pa3 UM Jaxe NpULoCh 3a-
e3xarb NPAMO BHYTPb kopabnas, UCNONb3ys ero Kak TyHHenb. Bort
yXX AEACTBUTENBbHO CTpaHHas 3T0 6blna kapTuHa — Kknaabuwe
nornbwunx kopabnein, KOTOPOMY He BUAHO HU KOHLA HMW Kpas,
W NApoBO3, KOTOPbLIA TAHYT 3a COOOI0 THICAYU MOPCKUX KOHbKOB.

— 3710 BCé kopabnau, KOTOpble HACKOYMAM HA MArHUTHbINA
OCTpOB, — CAAaBNEHHbIM roN0COM cka3an Jlykac. — CKONbKO
BEKOB 34eCb nornbanu mopexogbl! Xopowo, 4To Tenepb C 3TUM
NOKOHYEeHO, — A06aBuN OH.

— [a, — cornacunca ¢ HUM [Ikum, — XOpowo, 4YTO Tenepb
ram ectb Henomyk.

MNapoBo3 Tem BpemeHem obbexan secb ocTpos. Cypcynanuuu
pelunna caenatb ewe OAMH Kpyr, Ha 3TOT pa3 nobonbise. A NOTom
ewe U ewe, NOCTENEHHO pacwnpaa panoH noucka. [lpysba Hanps-
XEHHO BCMAaTpUBaNUCL B TEMHOTY, CTapascb obwapuTb B3rNaaom
Bce yribl U 3akoynkn. Ho Makcuka Hurge He 66110 BUAHO. Tonbko
CNNOLWHbIE 0610MKMU.
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Mpowno, HaBepHOE, yXe HECKO/bKO 4acoB, HO MOUCKW HUYEro
He aanu.

— A aymaio, Makcuka 34ecb HeT, — 3anneTalolWnuMcs A3bIKOM
npobopmotan [XumM U NOYemy-TO 3€BHY.
— [la, moxeT ObiTb, OH BCe-Takn He ynan B BOAYy, — coOrna-

CUACA C HUM rocnoauH JlaHb U TOXe 3eBHYN, NpasBAa OH BEXJUBO
NPUKpbLIN PpOT PYKOM.

— HeT, MHe KkaxeTca, OH BCe-Taku CBanWCA, HO He nowen
KO AHYy, Beab Y Hero Bce wenu 6binn 3agpaeHsl. Ckopee Bcero,

ero OTHec/NI0 TeyeHUem, — ckasan [KuUM COBEpPWEHHO COHHbLIM
rONOCOM.
— MoxeT, u Tak, — npobopmotan Jlykac. — XOTS 3TO O4YeHb

CKBEPHO, OKeaH-TO BOH kakoi 6osbwon. Ob6biewnes.
— [llpunaetca nNonNpocuTb TOrAa MOPCKUX >XUTenen MnomMoub

Ham, — npeanoxun [XxXum u cHoBa 3€BHY”N.

— WHTepecHo, Bbl TOXe Tak cebs yyBcTBYyeTe? — CNpOCUN Ye-
pe3 HekoTopoe Bpemsa rocnoauH flaHb. — Ha meHs Bapyr Hanana
Kakan-To XyTkas yCTanocCTb.

— [a, aa, — noatsepaun [xum, KOTOpLIN Tenepb 3esan npo-
cTo 6e3 ocTtaHOBKM. — YTO 6bl 3TO 3HA4YMNO?

JNlykac Toxxe cobpanca 6bi10 Kak cnesyeT 3eBHYTb. HO TyT OH oOcTa-
HOBUNCA W BHUMATENLHO NocmoTpen Ha [kuma u rocnoguHa Jlans.

— Kucnopoa! — BOCKAUKHYN OH. — 3ITO He MPOCTO YCTanoCThb.
Y Hac koHuyaetca kucnopoa! Bbl 3Haete, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT?!

— HagepHoe, nyywe Bcero HyaeT kak MOXHO cKkopee MOAHATHCS
HaBepx, — C HEKOTOpPOW OnackoW ckasan rocnoAauH JflaHb.

— TouHo, — cornacunca Jlykac M noctyyan 8 OKOWIKO.

Yepenaxycuin, KOTOpbIA 3aHAN MECTO Ha Kpbiwe napososa noane
CBOEW HEeBEeCTbl, MEANIEHHO CMYCTUACA BHU3 WU MOAMALIN K OKOLIKY.

JNlykac nonbiTancs O6BLACHUTL €MY XECTaMU, YTO UM HYXHO
CPOYHO NOAHATLCA HaBepx.

Ywaypuwyym KUBHYN U HECNeWwHO NOnabiA K pycanke, 4To6bl
nepeaatb el npocbby naccaxupoB. Pycanka TyT e Hanpasuna
ynpsxKy HaBepx, HO NNOKOMOTUB TONbKO HECKO/bKO pa3 AepHyAcs
BNepea WU He CABUHYACH C MecTa. Kpuctu 6bin CAULIKOM THXKENBIM.

Yepenaxycuit CHOBA NOANALIN K OKOLIKY, MOKayan roaoson U no-
Xan naevamun. Mo BbipaKEeHUIO AUL, NACCAXMPOB OH NOHANA, 4TO
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AeN0 HauuHaeT MpuUHUMaTb cepbe3Hblii 060poT. OH caenan 3Hak
PYKOR, 4TO AOMKHO 6bINO O3Ha4aTb: MO, He GECnOoKOWTECh, Ceid-
yac pasbepemcs, M nocnewun Hasag K pycanke, 4tobbl 06cyanTh
C Hen co3jaBlIeecs MONOXEHUe.

— Ecnun cnyctute Boay, — npobopmotan [Xum, KOTOpPbLIA, He-
CMOTPA Ha rpo3AlWylo ONacHOCTb, HUKAK He MOr nobopoTb COH-
AMBOCTb, — TO KpucTu nogHumeTtca cam no cebe.

— Moa BoaoK Henb3s cnycTUTb BoAy, — 06bACHMA Jlykac. —
[Aa, cTapuHa, mbl coBeplwmnan 60nbwyio owubky.

— A 4TO, €CAuM Mbl MPOCTO BbIE3EM U NONAbIBEM HaBepx? —
npeanoxun Qxum. Jlykac nokayan ronoBoi.

— 3pecb canwkom 6onbwas rnybuHa. Mbel no popore yTo-
Hem, — BO3pas3un OH.

— W 410 Xe Ham jgenatb? — ApOXawUM ronocom CNpocun
rocnoguH JlaHb.

— TMpuaetcas xaatb. MoxeT 6biTb, HawK MOpCKUE ApY3bS
4yTo-HMBYAb Npuaymaiot, — otBeTun Jlykac.

CkasaB 3TO, OH 3amMoON4an U 3aHANCA 3a4ABUXKOWA OT TOMKMW.
OH OCTOpPOXHO OTOABUHYN €€ B CTOPOHY, YTOObI NOCMOTpPETb, He
npocoynnace N B TeHaep Boaa. NI AencTBUTENbHO, CKBO3b LW EN
BCe-Taku Habexano HeMHOro BOAbl, NpUHAM3UTENBHO NonBeApa.
Koraa Jlykac oTkpbin 3aABMXKY, 3Ta BOAA Cpa3y Xe pacTeknacb
NO MNONY KaloThl, HO BMECTE C HEI0 NPOHUK U BO3AYX, KOTOPbIA
CKONUACH B TEHAEpe.

— DTOFO Ham XBaTUT, YTOOLI ewe HEMHOXKO NpoAepXaTbCs, —
ckasan Jlykac.

— A Ha CKONbKO BCe-TakM Ham 3TOrO0 XBaTUT? — MOUHTEpeco-
Bafnca rocnoAvH JlaHsb.

— [oHATMA He umelo, — 4YecTHO npusHanca Jlykac. — Tlloka,
BO BCAKOM cC/lyyae, xBaTUT. Ham HY>XHO Tenepb NpekpatuTb BCE
pasroBopbl — 3a CYET 3TOr0 pacxoAyeTcsa MHOro Bo3gyxa. Kaxercs,
OHW Tam YTO-TO NpUAYManu.

Jlykac He owunbcsa. Yepenaxycuihk BCMOMHUA, Y4TO BeAb B MNOJHOYb
Henomyk Bkaouut bonbwoin Maruut. OctaBanocb COBCEM HEMHO-
rO BpeMEHU. 3HauuT, HYXHO 6blI0 KaK MOXHO CKOpee BbIBECTH
Kpuctn n3 onacHoin 30Hbl. HO kak NoAHATL ero Hasepx? Ocra-
Ba/OCb TONbKO OAHO — HaWTU Kakoh-HUOYyab OCTPOB C NOJSOMMMMU
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6eperamu, nnaBHO yxoaswumu B mope. M Cypcynanuuu 3Hana,
rAe HaxoAuTCA Takou ocTpoB. [lpaBAa, OH HaxoAWNCA AOBOJIbHO
Aaneko OTCloAa, HO eCcnu NOCnewnTb, TO MOXHO €Llle YCneTb Bbl-
TawnTb KpUCTM € naccaxupamu Ha BO3Ayx. He Tepsas HU MUHY-
Tol, Cypcynanuyn Hanpasuna ynps>ky K cnacutenbHOMY OCTpOBY.
Mopckune KOHbKW Hecaucb BO BeCb ONOP.

Monya Habnoaanu nyTewecTBEHHMKN 3a maHeBpamu. K cBoemy
HEMANOMYy WU3YMNEHUIO, OHU 3aMETU/IN, 4YTO JIOKOMOTUB C BelueHoM
CKOPOCTbIO yaanseTcs OT MarHUTHOro OCTPOBa.

— Buaumo, y HUX NoSBUICA KAaKON-TO NnaH, — C HaAexaon B ro-
noce TMxoHbko npowentan [kum. — MHTepecHo, Kyaa OHU Hac BE3yT?

— He pa3srosapusai, — cka3an Jlykac. — KTo 3Haer, Ckonbko
HaMm TyT ewe CUAETH.

N oHM cHOBa 3amonyann M TONbKO CMOTPEAM B OKOWKO Ha
Menbkalwmne KapTUHb NOABOAHOMO LApCTBa.

CHayana oHM exanm NO NecYaHbIM AIOHAM, KOTOPLIE BbIrSAeu
BoiMepWXUMU. TONbKO U3peaka NONAaAanucb FMraHTCKME paku, Ha-
NOMUHABLUUE Cepbleé BasyHbl.

MoTom nyTewecTBEHHUKU yBMAENU, 4TO npubauxaoTcs
K Kakow-To rny6okoi pacuwienvHe, koTopas C10BHO 6bl pa3pesana
MOpCKOe AHO. Y 3TON paclienunHbl, Ka3anocb, He 6bl10 HU Hadana,
HU koHUa, u notomy Cypcynanuunm u Ywaypuwyym nOACTErHynu
KOHbKOB M OyKkBanbHO nepenetenu yepes Hee. bnaronony4yHo npu-
3eMNMBLUUCL HA APYron CTOpPOHE, /SIOKOMOTUB MOHECCA Aanblie,
HUCKONIbKO He CHUxas ckopocTb. OT 6biCTpoit e3abl cepebpuctole
BONOCHI pyCanku pasmeTanucb B pasHble CTOPOHbI U HANOMWHANU
U3BUBAIOLLIMXCA 3MEN.

CKONbKO OHM Tak exanu, HUKTO U3 NyTelweCTBEHHWKOB TONKOM
ckasaTb He Mor. HasBepHoe, Aeno W0 K NOAyHouu. bonbuoin
MaruuT, ckopee Bcero, yxe ocTancs rae-to paneko. [lytewe-
CTBEHHUKMW, 3anepTbie B kabuHe napoBO3a, U3 MOCNEAHUX CUN
ctapanucb 60poTbcs co cHom. [lobepyTcs NM OHW AO HEBEAOMOW
uenu, npexae 4yem Bce ByaeT KOHYEHO?

Bapyr OHW ABHO OWYTUAU, YTO Tenepb e4yT He MNPAMO, a Kak
6yato 6bl B ropy. B kako#-TO MOMEHT jgaxe nokas3anocb, 4TO
BOT-BOT OHW BbleayT Ha Geper. Ho ckopo noabem 3akOH4YMACH,
W NapoBO3 CHOBA NOHECCA NO NPAMOWA.
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Y [xXuma OT4adAHHO caunanuce rnasa. Jlykac vysctsoBan ceb6s
HEHaMHOro nyylie, a BeNMKaH YXe 3acCHYA, U CAbIWHO 6bIN0 TONbKO
ero cnaboe AbixaHue.

CnoBHO BO CHE MeNbkanu nepej rnasamu 4YyjecHole nensaxxum —
3a OKOLIKOM BUAHENUCb TO AWBHbIE KOPannoBble neca, TO LMpokue
nyra ¢ NpudyanuBbiMu LBETamu. A BOT Tam ropbl M Ckanbl — Ka-
XETCA, YTO BCE OHM COCTaBNEHbl U3 Pa3HOLBETHbIX MNPO3PaAYHbIX
AparoueHHbix kamHei. Ho yto Takoe? Tenepb OHM Bpoae 6bl efyT
no OrpOMHOMY MOCTY. PasBe Ha gHe 6biBaloT MOcCTbI? A 3T10? [Mo-
XOXe Ha ApeBHWA 3aTOHYBLUIMIA ropoj C ABOPUAMU U YYAECHBIMU
cobopammn u3 Tex e pa3HOLUBETHbIX KaMHER?

OueBnaHO, B 3TOT CaMbii MOMEHT Henomyk BkAloYUA bonbLion
MarHuTt: BCE BOKpYr 03apuUiOCb MANKUM 3€1eHOBATbiM CBETOM,
W 3acsBepkanu nonypaspylieHHble ABOpPLUbI, NEPENnBaACL BCEMMU
uBeTamu paayri.

DTOT CKa304HbIl ropos 6bin NocCNeaHUM U3 TOro, YTO ewe Mor
Buaete Mxum. Cunbl NOKUHYAN €ro, 1 OH NOrpysuaca B CoH. Jly-
Kac elle Kakoe-TO BpEeMS CONPOTUBAANACH, HO CKOPO 3aCHYN U OH.

A MOpCKMe KOHbKW YHOCUAU JIOKOMOTUB Aanblue, NO yauuam
3aTOHyBLUEro ropoaa, snepes K HeBeJOMOW Leu.

rNABA AEBATHAARUATAS,
8 KOmopoil 00HO HeBepHO HANUCAHHOEe NUCLMO
eébteodum Opyaseil Ha 8epHblil cned

OyHyBWUCL, [XUM NOHAN, YTO NEXUT Ha CNUHE, MOTOMY YTO
Hag HUM npocTupanock beckpaiiHee He6o. Moracnn nocnegHue
3Be34bl. 3aHMManNoCh yTpo.

Axum nodyectBoBan noj coboit necok. fage-to psaom Tuxo
nneckannce BONHbl. OH cnerka NPUNOAHAN roNoBY W yBUAEN, YTO
pAAOM, CnesBa u cripasa OT Hero, nexart Jlykac u rocnoguH JlaHb.
OHU TOXEe MOCTENEHHO Npuxoaunn B cebs.

Oxum cen. TonoBa 6blna Kakaa-to Taxenana. ¥ camblx HOr OH
yBUAEN ManeHbkylo pycanky, kotopas yaobHo ycTpounacb Ha
MENKoBOAbE U ABHO 4ero-to xaana. Henoganeky oT Hee B BOAE
ctoan Kpuctn ¢ pacnaxHyTbiMU HacTexb ABEPAMMU.
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— Mpuset! — pagoctHO BockaukHyna Cypcynanuuu. — Kak
XOPOLLO, YTO Bbl HaKOHEL NPOCHYAUCH!

— A rae mbl? — pobko cnpocun [kum.

— Mol npuBe3nnM Bac Ha ManeHbKMn OCTPOB, Y HEro coBep-
WweHHo nonorue 6epera, KOTOpble NAABHO YXOAST B mope. Tonbko
TaK MOM KOHbKW CymMenu BbiTalWWUTb Baw Napoeo3 co AHa. ExaTb
MPULINOCL, KOHEYHO, AOAr0, HO APYron BO3MOXHOCTU CnacTh Bac
He 6bino.

[XuM ornaaencs no CTOpoHam W Kak cnejyeT npoTtep rnasa.
Het, atoro He moxeT 6biTb! Ho 310 6bin0 AeicTBUTENBHO Tak!

Apy3bs ouvyTuance npsmo B MeanaHaunum!

— Jflykac! — 3akpuyan Axum n 6pocuncs TOPMOLIUTL CBOErO
Apyra. — Jlykac! NpocHuce! Mol goma! B Meananann!

— NMpaeaa?! — cnpocuna Cypcynanuyun u 3axnonana B najo-
Wwn. — 3Ha4uT, Tenepb Bbl AOMA? A Mbl M HE 3HanNU, Koraa Be3nu
Bac cioja.

JNlykac ¢ TpyAOM cen u, COBEPLIEHHO HUYEro He MOHUMAsN, OCMO-
Tpenca kpyrom. Koraa ke OH yBuAen CBOIO XENne3HoAOPOXHYIO
CTaHumMio, U Aom rocnoauHa MNuaxakepa, u nasky rocnoxun Kaakc,
U ropy ¢ ABYyMS BepLUIMHAMU PAa3HOWN BbLICOTHI, MEXAY KOTOPbIMU
npumocTuaca asopew kopons Anbconca bes YetsepTn [lBeHaalua-
TOrO, OH CABWUHYN Ha 3aTbiNOK CBOIO (PypaxKy U KUBHYN [xumy.

— Yept nobepwn, ctapuHa, — npobacun OH, — Tbl 3Haelb, f NO-
CTeneHHO HauyuHalo BepuUTb B TO, YTO Ham ¢ TobOI CTpawHO Be3er.

— 370 yX TOYHO, — CMAA OT cyacTba, ckasan [xum.

— A kak-TO A0 cux MNop He Bepilo, 4TO Mbl CHOBa B MepnaH-
Avn. Beab mbi 6binm 4epTOBCKM aaneko oTcioga. Kak xe Mbl He
3a/lOXHyNnUCb B Hawen kaloTe? — cnpocun Jlykac, obpawascb
K pycanke.

— Bbl 66l M 3ag0xHynUCb, ecan 6bl He Ywaypuwyym, — C He-
CKpbIBAEMOW FOpAOCTbIO OTBETUNA pycanka. — OH 3HaeT MHOXe-
CTBO BCAIKUX CEKPETOB, M K TOMY Xe OH xopoiwmuin nekapb. Korga
Mbl go6panuck A0 3TOr0 OCTPOBA W OTKPLINM ABEpW Balleroc no-
KOMOTUBA, Bbl Nexanu kak mepteble. OH BuiTawun Bac Ha Geper.
YBuzeB, 4TO XU3Hb ele TernauTCcs B BaC, OH BAWA KaXxAOMy no
HECKOJIbKY Kanenb 4YyAofeiCcTBEHHOro nekapcrsa, KOTOpoe OH Bcer-
Aa HOcuT ¢ coboi. Hy n nocne 3TOro Bbl CHOBa Hayanu AblwaTth.
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— [ae xe OH, Haw munbin Ywaypuwyym? — BOCKAUKHYN Jly-
Kac. — A x0u4y MoxaTb €ro MyXeCTBEHHYIO pyky!

— OH yxe ynneln, — obbacHuNa pycanka. — Koraa oH yBuaen,
4YTO C Bamu BCe B MOpsAKe, OH Mocnewun Hasaja Kk Henomyky,
4yTo6bl MOCKOpee MPUCTYMUTb K BLIMOAHEHWUIO TOFO 3ajaHus, KOTO-
poe Aan emy mon naneHbka. OH npocun nepeaatb Bam npuset
u orpomHoe cnacmbo 3a nomouwsb. OH ckasan, yto 6e3 Bac OH
HUKOraa 6bl B XKM3HWU HE NOAPYXMACA C OrHEeAblALMUM CYLLECTBOM.

— Hy npu yem TyT Mbl, BCe NOAYYWUNOCH Kak-To camo coboir, —
npobacun Nlykac. — Ckaxute Balemy >XeHUXY, YTO Mbl HUKOrAa
He 3abyaem TOro, 4TO OH ANS Hac caenan. Mol 6yaem paabl, ecau
Bbl nocne cBaAbbbl HaBecTUTe Hac.

— O6b6s3aTenbHO HaBecTUM, — noobellana npuHuecca, CTaBluas
OT pajoCTN TemHo-3eneHon. — Ax pal YyTb He 3abbina. Mol
nana, MOpckon koponb Jlopmopanb, Npocun, 4Tobel Bbl Nepeaanu
emy BallMu XeNaHus.

— Makceuk! — 1YT Xe otosBancs Ixum. — MoxeT 6biTb, OH
mor 6bl Benetb CBOMM MOAAAHHbIM HEMHOXKO MOUCKaTb MOEro
Makcukal

— A nonpowy ero o6 3ToM, — cka3ana pycanka. — Hy, a Te-
nepb A0 CBUAAHWUA, A NONALIBY AOTOHATL Ywaypuwyyma. Haaeiocs,
Bbl He 06MAMTECH HAa MEHS 3a TO, YTO S Tak CKOpPO NpoLalochb
C Bamu. Beab Mbi Tak AOArO HE BUAEANCH C MOUM XEHUXOM!..

— Bce xopowo, — ycnokoun ee Jlykac. — llpowante n nepe-
AanTe BCEM NPUBET U Hauayywue noxenaHna!l — ckasan OH
U B3N NOA KO3bipek.

— [lo ceBupaHusa! — nonpowancs [xum. Pycanka maxHyna
XBOCTOM W CKpblnacb Noj BOAOW. Tem BpeMeHeM W roCnoAuH
NaHb Havan nocteneHHo npoceinatecsi. OH cen u cTan o3uparTbes
MO CTOPOHaM, MAAN Ha BCE WMPOKO PackpbiTbiMK rnasamu. Apy-
3bf pacToO/IKOBaNWU €My, rAe OHWU HAXOAATCA, U BEAUKAH npuwen
B HEOMUCyeMblih BOCTOPr OT TOro, 4To oH byaeT pabotatb maskom
Ha TakOM NpPenecTHOM ManeHbkOM OCTPOBe, KOTOpLIA NpeAacTan
nepea HUM B pO30BAaTOM CBeTe YyTpeHHeW 3apM.

Nykac v [Axum nepsbim Aenom BbikaTuau Kpuctu Ha 6e-
per u nocTaBuAn €ero noj HaBeC XeNe3HOAOPOXHOW CTaAHLUUM.
Motom [Xum noHeccs €O BCEX HOr K AOMMKY rocnoxu Kaakc.
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OH noagHsn ee C noctenn u kpenko o6Han. TyT nNpocHynach
u Jiu Wu. N ckopo yxe gomuk rocnoxu Kaakc 6yksanbHO Tpewian
no wseam OT u36blTka 4YyBCTB, KOTOpble NepenonHsan u [xuma,
u rocnoxy Kaakc, u Jiu tn. Pagoctn mux He 6bl10 KOHUA.

Jlykac Tem BpemeHem pa3byaun rocnoguHa lNuaxakepa u npea-
cTaBun emMy rocnoauHa JlaHsa. A 3atem OHM BCe BTpPOem OTnpa-
BUAUCb K KOPONEBCKOMY ABOpUY, peliunB, 4TO Ha CerogHa ero
BE/IMYECTBY, NOXanyh, XBATUT HEXMTbCA Ha MATKUX NEpUHax.

Koraa AnbgoHc be3 YetsepTn [lBeHasuaTbliit HAKOHEL-TO NOkasan-
cA Ha nopore ABopua, Jlykac o6patuncs K HeMy C TaKMMU CIOBaMM:

— Bot, Bawe BennM4yecTBO, NO3BONbLTE NPEACTaBUTbL Bam. ITO
rocnoauH Ka JlaHb Ya. OH 6ygeT cnyxuTb y HaCc MasikoMm.

Koponb AnbcOHC He cpasy nosepua, 4TO rocnoauH JlaHb Aei-
CTBUTE/NIbHO Be/MKaH, Beab OH Obln Agaxe Ha NOAronosbl Huxe Jly-
kaca. Pasmepbl e OCTpoBa He MO3BONSAMMU, K COXANEHUIO, NPUBECTU
HarnsAHble A0Ka3aTenbCTBa TOrO, YTO rOCNOAMH JlaHb MOXeT ObiTb
oveHb gaxe 6onbwum. MpULWNOCL KOPOMO NPUHATL HAa BEpy BCE TO,
4YTO emMy pacckasbiBanoCb O YYAECHbIX CBOMCTBax rocnoanHa Jlaus.

Mocne 3toro Bce cobpanucb y rocnoxu Kaakc. 3a 3aBTpakom
nyTelwecTBEHHUKN NOBeAann COOPaBLUMMCA O CBOUX MPUKIOHEHUSAX.

Koraa e Apy3bs 3aKOHYMNM CBOM pacckas, B KyxHe Bouapwu-
nacb NONHas TuwMHA. Bce cupenn paccTpoeHHble U3-3a NPONaxu
ManeHbKOro NOKOMOTMBA.

— MHe kaxeTcs, 2 3Hato, KTo B3an Makcuka, — BApyr ckasana Jin Ln.

DXXMM NOCMOTpPen Ha Hee C HeCKPbIBAEMbIM U3YMIEHMEM.

— A Kak Bbirnsigen 3TOT MarHWUTHbIA OCTPOB? — CNpocCUna ma-
NeHbkas npuHuecca.

Jlykac ewe pa3 onucan ero A0 Menbyanlimx noapobHocTei
W Aaxe NONbITANCA koe-kak u3obpasutb ero Ha Oymare.

— 3710 OH! — BoOckankHyna Jinllu. — TovHo! D710 TOT Xe
camblil OCTPOB, rae nupaTbl NepeAant MeHs ApakoHwe. Yeptosa
AoxuHa yTawmna Makcukal

Jlykac pactepsHHO nocmoTtpen Ha [kuma, a NOTOM CTYKHYA
KyNakomM MO CTOAY, Tak 4YTO Yallku U Tapenkn NOANPLIrHYAU YyTb
¥ He A0 NOToJKa.

— Yept nobepu, Axum! — BHe cebs OT APOCTU BOCKAUKHYA
OH. — [Mouyemy Mbl cpa3y He coobpasunu, korga ocmarpusanu
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MarHuTHyio ycrtaHoeky! Begb
6610 BUAHO, YTO 3TO HE NPOCTOW
octpos! Tenepb NOHATHO, KTO CAO-
man cuctemy! 3710 ApakoHUxa Ha-
6e3o06pa3Hnyana, korga nonyvana
Jivllin. Beab nHave nuparTckum Ko-
pabnb He cmor 6bl npuctatb k Ge-
pery.

Jlykac norpysunca B passymbs.
MonynpukpeiB rnasa, OoH cuaen
M MONYan U TONbKO BCE MNbIXTEN
cBoei TpybKo#.

— Hy naaHo, — ckasan OH uye-
pe3 HekoTOopoe BpemMs. —
pasobpatbca ¢ 3TOW YepToBOW
AioxunHon! CHa4vana OHU noxuTu-
nvm [xuma, 3acyHynu ero B KOpob-
Ky M oTnpaBuau rocnoxe 3yb6nep,
a Tenepb OHU yKpanu euwie u ero
nokomotus. [lonyyatr OT Hac no
nepsoe 4Yucno, Koraa nonaayTcs
Ham B pyku! CnpalwmsaeTtca TONb-
KO, Kak Ham wux Hantn? OkeaH
BCE-TaKW O4YE€Hb OONbLLIOW, U OHU
MoOryT 6biTb rae yrogaHo — Ha Ce-
BepHOM nonioce, Ha KOXXHOM uau
ewe rae.

CKONbKO ApPY3bA HU AyManu Hu
raganu, rae e WM uckaTb nupa-
TOB, Tak HUYEro OHW He npuay-
manu. OcraBanocb NPOCTO XAaTb,
noka kakoh-Hubyab cayyai He Bbl-
BeAET UX Ha cnea.

Tak nNpowWwno HEeCKoNbKO AHEN.

focnoanH JlaHb BpeMeHHO no-
cennnca y rocnoauHa lMuaxakepa,
noka Jlykac n [I>xum ctpounu emy
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B HoBo-MeanaHanu maneHbkuin 6enbiin JOMUK C 3eN1eHbIMU CTaB-
HAMKU. KOHEYHO, cam rocnoduH JlaHb nomoran kak Mor, Tak 4To
pabota npoasuranacb 6bICTPO.

Houblo xe rocnoanH JlaHb NOAHMMANCA Ha ropy M, Kak Nonoxe-
HO, CTaHOBWUACA ¢ choHapem B pyke Ha camoi BepluuHe. lMpasaa,
3a 3TO Bpems MUMO MeanaHanu He NPONALIN HU OAUH KOpabnb.
Ho BennkaH XOTen HEMHOXKO NOTpeHupoBatbCcsi. N k TOMy Xxe,
cYuTan oOH, BeAb HUKOrAa 3apaHee He 3Haellb, KOraa Kakoh KO-
pabnb cobbetca ¢ kypca.

AXUM O4YeHb NEpeMEHUNCA NOCNe BTOPOro CBOEro NyTelecTBUs.
OH ctan kak-To cepbesHee. UHorga, koraa OH, MNOrpyXeHHLINA
B CBOM MBIC/IM, MOJIYA 3aHUMANCA KakOW-HMOYAb paboTtow, Jiu LLn
YKpaAKOA nocmaTtpusana Ha Hero CO CTOPOHbI, U ee OXBaTbiBano
4yBCTBO ropaoctu 3a [xuma.

— 3Haews, 7 ovyeHb Hosnaco 3a Te6s8, — nNpusHanacb oHa OA-
Haxabl. — Bce Bpemsa 6osnacb, noka Bac He 6wbino. 3a Jlykaca,
KOHEYHO, ToXe, HO 3a Teb6a ocobeHHO.

Axum ¢ ynblbko NOCMOTPen Ha Hee.

— Ecnn psagom Jlykac, TO MOXHO ObiTb COBEPLUEHHO CMOKOW-
HbiM, — CKa3an OH.

MpoWwAno 4YTO-TO OKONO Heaenun C Tex NOop, Kak Apy3bs BepHy-
nuce gomoi. N BOT oaHaxabl Beyepom k 6Geperam MegnaHauu
HeXAaHHO-HeragaHHO NPUCTan NOYTOBLIA kOpabib.

JNlykac kak pa3 B 3T0 Bpems BO3nACA ¢ KpUCTU Ha CBOEH Xe-
Ne3HOAO0POXHOW CTaHUMM.

— Moe nouteHne! — nonpuBeTCTBOBAA €ro NOYTaNbOH. —
Kakoin y Bac OTAu4Hbin masak! BuagHo uspaneka. IT0 U ecTb
TOT Camblii MHUMBbIA BEAUKAH, KOTOPOro Bbl XOTEAWU NPUBE3TU?
B TemHOTe-TO Hu4yero, kpome c¢oHapsa, He BUAHO.

Jlykac nowen ¢ NOYTaNbOHOM Ha ropy W npeacTaBun €ro ro-
cnoauHy JlaHio. BenukaH ctpawHo obpagoBancs u B gywe 6bin

HeobbYaiHO rOpA — BeAb BMNEPBbie €ro OUEHWAN MO 3acayram.
3aTeM OHM Bce BTpPOeM OTNpaBMAWUCL K rocnoxe Kaakc.
— [la, Beab A npuBe3 NUCbMO, — CKasan NoYTanboH. — U Ha

HeM CHOBa HanucaH TOT Cambli HEHOpManbHLIK agpec, YTo u Ha
nocolnke ¢ xumom. A pewwnn, 4yto nyywe Bcero byaer oTaaThb
3T0 NUCbMO rocnoxe Kaakc.
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Koraa noutanboH u Jlykac npuwnu Kk rocnoxe Kaakc, [xum
¢ /in Wwu kak pa3 urpanu B «MenbHULy», a rocnoxa Kaakc ssasana
HOCOK. YBuaeB NUCbMO, OHA CTPALWHO UcCnyranace.

— 3abepute nyqwe 370 NUcbmo cebe! — BOCKAMKHYNa oHa. —
A He x04y 3HATb, YTO Tam HanucaHo. HaBepHOe, HUYEro XOpOoLero.

— 370 nNUcbmo oT YepToBoi [ioxuHbl rocnoxe 3ybnep, — cka-
3an Jlykac. — MoxeT OblTb, Mbl y3Haem 4TO-HUOYyab 0 Makcuke!

C 3TMMK cnoBamu OH pa3opBsan KOHBEPT U pa3sepHYsN NUCbMO.
Tam 6bIN10 HanNUMcaHoO BOT H4TO:
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— Bot pokasaTtenbctBo, 4TO Makcuk y Hux, — ckasan Jlykac,
npoyutas NUCbMO. — OHKM NOAymanu, 4TO ApakoHMXa UM OCTa-
BMNA BMECTO pomMa napoBoO3.

— OHK TaK M He noHANu, 4To rocnoxu 3ybnep Tam U B MoO-

MUHe He 6b110, — gobasun [xum.

— OHu BoO6UWEe 6ONBWKUM YMOM HE OTAUYAIOTCH, — 3aMETUN
JNlykac, — BO BCAKOM CNy4yae, €cau CyAuTb MO UX MUCbMaM.

— [la yx, noxanyi, — COrnacuica NOYTasbOH U TAXENO B3JOX-
Hyn. — Kakas mep3ocTb Bce 370!

— Kak 6bi TO HM 6bI10, — cka3an Jlykac, — rnaBHOe, Mbl

3Haem, 4To Makcuk y HUX U 4TO OHM cobupaioTca oTAaTb €ro
B chneayiowuin pas rocnoxe 3ybnep. Ham HyXHO HaWTu ero Ao
TOro, Kak OHW ABATCA Ha CBUAAHWE C APaKOHUXOM, MOTOMY 4TO
HEU3BECTHO, YTO OHU caenaioT ¢ Makcukom, He obHapyxuB gpa-
KOHUXU Ha YCNOBNEHHOM MecCTe.

— Jfa, Ho koraa 6yaeT 3TOT cneayiowuit pas? — pobko cnpo-
cun xum.

— H-aa, Bonpoc, — npobopmotan Jlykac. — Ecnm 6bl 3Harth...
TYT, KOHEYHO, MHOrO ewle HescHoro... Hy aa nagHo. Y1o-Hnbyab
npuaymaem. YTpo Beudepa MyapeHee. HyXHO NopasmbiCIUTL Ha
CBEXYIO rONoBY.

3aTem BCA KOMNaHUA NPOBOAMAA NOYTaNbOHa A0 npuctaHu. Mobna-
roaapus ero 3a HeOUEHUMYIO MOMOLLb, APY3bA MOMPOLANUCL C HUM
W eLle AoNro CTosnu Ha bepery, raas Boiea yAanssBluemycs kopabnio.

Bckope nocne 3TOro OHU YyXe MWUPHO Cnanu B CBOUX NOCTe-
nax. N tonbko rocnoAuH JlaHb CTOAN Ha rope, Aepxa B pykax
3aXOKEHHbIA pOHapb.

FAABA ABAAUATASA,
8 kxomopoli npocvinaemca 3oaomoii /[pakon Mydpocmu

Ha cnepyiouiee yTpo nocne 3asTpaka Jlykac 3awen 3a [XuUmom,
W Apy3bs nownu Ha Geper mops. Tam OHU' ycenucb paAOM
n ctanm obcyxaaTb, Kak Xe UM HanacTb Ha cnea YepToBoii
AioxuHbl. OHW BCE Aymann n Aymanu, KpyTUNU-BEpTeNn u Tak
U CAK, HO HUYEro TONKOBOrO HE MPUAYMbIBANOCH.
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BuTbii yac oHM nomanu cebe ronosy, uuia BbIXOA U3 CO3AaB-
Wweroca NONOXEHUA, Kak BAPYr BAaneke nokasancs rocnoauH
Muaxakep, KOTOpPLIA HANPABNANCA K HUM, pasmaxuBas LWAANOMN.

— Ero BennuyecTBo, Hall BbLICOKOYTUMBIA KOPOAb, — Kpuyan
OH Ha xoAay, — npurnawaet Bac k cebe Bo aBopeu! Peub uager
O Aene 4ype3BbiHaiHOW BaXHOCTU, O Aene rocyaapCTBEHHOro mac-
wraba. imnepatop Kutas TONbKO YTO BbilWeN Ha CBA3b W Xenaet
rOBOPUTb C BamMu.

be3 nnwHMX cnosB Apy3bs Nocnewunu BO ABOpeEL, a 3a HUMMU
BNpunpbkKy nobexan rocnoavH Muaxakep. Koraa oHn npeactanu
nepea AnbdoHcom be3 YerBeptn [BeHaauaTbiM, OH MPUBETIUBO
no3a0poBancs ¢ HUMK U nepeaan Jlykacy tenedoHHylo Tpybky.

— Q[a, anno, caywalo Bac, — ckasan Jlykac.

— [lobpoiit AeHb, MOW AOPOroA AOCTOMTUMBIA APYr U ChnacuTenb
Mmoeir gouvyepu, — NOCALILANCA MENOAUYHbIA FON0C umneparopa
KMTaWCKOro. — Y MeHA eCTb ANA BaC U Ballero ManeHbkoro Apyra
AXxunuma oueHb BaxHas U NpuUaTHas HOBOCTb. M0 pacyeTam Haliux
LiBeToB Y4Y€HOCTU ApakOH AONXKEH BOT-BOT NPOCHYTbCA. ANNO,
anno! Bbl MeHsa cabiiute?

— Ja, Aa, A cablwy Bac xopowo, — oTeeTua Jlykac.
— Tak BOT. [lpakOH AONXEH Yepe3 HeCKONbKO AHEeH NPOCHYTb-
c8, — npojonxan umnepatop. — Bce npowno xopowo. B Te-

YyeHue rofa HWKTO He Hapylwan NOKosA CnAlero ApakoHa. Buepa
B MepBblii pa3 OH Cnerka AepHYN XBOCTOM. JTO BEpHbI MpU3HaK
npubanxkaouwerocs nNpobyxAeHWUs, Tak CYMTAET Hall BepPXOBHLIN
NPUABOPHLIA 30000r. Sl NOAyMan, 4TO Bam, HaBepHOe, 3axO4eTcs
NPUCYTCTBOBATb MPU 3TOM UCTOPUHECKOM COOBLITUM.

— KoHeuHo! — 3akpuyan flykac. — OueHb gaxe xodetcsa! Ham
HYXXHO CPOYHO Yy Hero Koe-yTo Yy3HaTb!
— fl Tak 1 Agyman, — cKasan umMnepatop, — WUMEHHO NOITOMY

A BbICNAN 32 BaMU MOW FOCYAApCTBEHHbIA kopabnb. Yepes Heckonb-
KO AHeW oH 6yaeT y Bac, Ha Hem Bbl Bmur aobepetecb ao Kutas.
— bonbwoe cnacnbo, — nobnarogapun Jlykac. — Mbl Bam
O4YeHb NpU3HaTeNbHbl 3a BCe, Bawe BeAU4ecTBO.
— A Kak Tam MOXMWBAaeT, KCTaTh, MOS A04Yb? — CNpPOCUA UMne-
patop. — XOpOWO N1 OHA OTAOXHYNA Ha BawieM BOCXUTUTENbHOM
ocTpose?
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— MHe kaxetcs, Hennoxo, — oTBeTun Jlykac. — OHa nomo-
rana rocnoxe Kaakc B mara3suHe. Ei 3TO oveHb HpaButcs.

— 3amevatenbHo, — CKasan umnepaTop. — 3HAYUT, OT Hee
6bI10 XOTb HEMHOXKO NOANb3bl. Nepeanante en, noxanyncra, 4YTo-
66 OHa BMecTe ¢ [IkumMOMm BO3Bpallanacb AOMOW. KaHUKyAnbl yxe
KOHYaloTCcs. EA HY>XXHO NPUroTOBUTLCA K LIKONE U K TOMY, YTOObI
NPUHATL CaH HacneAHOW NpPUHLECCHI.

— 51 Bce nepeaam eun, — 3asepun umneparopa Jlykac.

Ha 3ToM oHu nonpouwianuce. PasroBop 6bin 3aKOHYEH.

Bce cneayowme aHu Nykac, Axum n Jin Wn rotoBuaucb Kk ot-
nabiTuio B Kutan. Jin Wu cknagbiBana cBOU BELIUYKWU B YEMOAaH,
KOTOpbIA, MeXAYy Npo4Yum, 6bin caenaH U3 TOHYaMLEN KUTAWCKOW
KOXW W yKpaweH 3amoykamu u3 cepebpa. Jlykac yBs3an Bce He-
o6xoaumoe B OrpomHeblii y3en. O6bIKHOBEHHO BCE 3TO XPaHWNOChb
B kabuHe NOKOMOTMBA, HO Ha ceit pa3 Kpuctu agosmxeH 6o ocra-
BaTbCA AOMa. Bo-nepBbix, eMy HYXHO 6blNO Kak cneayet OTAOXHYTb
OT TPEBOJIHEHUIA NpeAblAyLero nyTewecTsnus, a BO-BTOPbLIX, APY3bs
npeAnonaranu, 4To BNOAHE CMOryT 06oiTuce u 6e3 Hero. K Tomy
Xe OHW ye3xann HeHagonro. locnoxa Kaakc cobpana [xumy
ero plok3ak U NpUroToBUNA OTYTIOXKEHHLIW ronybon kombuHesoH
U ypaxky.

N BOT HakoHeu nNpubbLIN YyaecHbih kopabnb umnepatopa [lyHr
fuHra. focnoauH JlaHb NPeAOCTOPOXHOCTU paAu BeCb AE€Hb HE Bbi-
XOAUN U3 AOMY, YTOObI He OTNyrMBaTb CBOMM BUAOM MPOXOAALLIUE
MUMO Kopabnu. [py3bs NONpuBETCTBOBANM KamuTaHa, KOTOPbIN
6bl1 UM XOPOWO 3HAKOM, — BeAb 3TO C HUM OHU NOBUAKM NNa-
BYYMil OCTPOB. 3aTem OHW NONPOLaNUCb CO BCeMU obuTaTensmu
MeanaHann n BmecTe ¢ nNpuHUeccoi B3ownu Ha 6opT. B Ty xe
MUHYTY KOpabnb CHANCA C AKOPS U YCTPEMUNCA Ha BCeX Mapycax
B CTOpoHYy Kurtas.

He npowno u HeCKONbKUX AHEN, KaK UMNepaTopckuin rocy-
AApCTBEHHbIA KOpabab yxe npuyanuBan B TOW Xe CamMOMn raBaHw,
OTKyAa OH Bbillen POBHO roj TOMy Ha3aj, yBO3f Ha cBoem 6opTy
Tex >Xe Camblx MNaccaxupoB, KOTOPbLIX Tenepb BCTpeyana Ha Ha-
bepexHoi nukylowas Tonana. MIMEHHO CerogHs WCNOJIHANCA TOA
C TOrO AHA, KakK ApY3bA MOKUHYAM KWUTarh. 3HAYUT, UMEHHO CeroAHs
W AONXKEH OblA NPOCHYTLCA APAKOH.
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JNlykac Havan cnyckatbcs NO Tpany, 3a HUM, B3ABLIKCb 33 PYKH,
cneagosanu [xum v Jliulln. N BOT B 3TOT Cambil MOMEHT BAANU
noKa3anucb 4YeTBePO HOCUNbLULUKOB, KOTOPble MYanuUCb CO BCEX
HOr B CTOpPOHY rasaHu, eaBa YAepXuBas TONCTble NO30N0YEHHbIE
onopsl, NOANUpPABLUIWE OFPOMHOE KpPecno, KOTopoe BbifNageno no-
Hayany COBEpPLUEHHO MYCTbIM.

— Onyctute meHa BHU3! BHu3! — nuwan 4yein-to B3BOSIHOBAH-
Hbll FONIOCOK, NPpUHaANEXaBLWWA, KaK OKa3anoCb NOTOM, Kpoliey-
HOMY 4enoBseyky B 3010TOM Xxanare, KOTOpPOro nyTewecTBEHHUKU
NnoONpocTy He 3amMeTunn cpean MHOTOYUCNEHHbIX MNOAYLWEK, pas-
NOXEHHbLIX Ha Kpecne.

— [Munur Mour! — paaocTHO 3akpuyan Jlykac. — Kak mbl pajbi
BuaeTL Tebs!
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Kpecno onyctunocb BHU3, nocne yero Apy3bs u Jin LLUn cmorau
noxartb pyKy BepxOBHOMY 60H3e. Manbiw ycnen 3a 370 Bpems He-
MHOXKO NOAPAcTU, HO BCE PaBHO OH ellie BMOJIHE MOr YMECTUTLCH
y Jlykaca Ha nagoHu. Muur MoHr OT BONHEHWUA Bce knaHsncs 6e3
nepeablLKHy.

— Hert, 370 8 o4yeHb paa BuAETb Bac, AOCTOMOYTEHHbIE MaLUK-
HUCTBl OPAEHOHOCHOro nokomotusa! — nponuwan oH. — A He
HaxoXy CNoB, Y4TOObI BbIPa3uTb MO BOCTOPr OT TOrO, YTO S MOrY
nvuespetb Hawy 6yToHonoao6bHylo npuHueccy Jiu Wun! A cuactams,
YTO MOry NPUBETCTBOBATbL BacC 34eCb 340POBLIMU U HEBPEAUMbBIMUI

Bce 3tTn uepemoHun npoponxanucb A0 Tex nop, noka [uHr
MOHr HakoHew He npuwen HemHoro B cebs U He coobpasun, 4To
HeNb3s 3aCTaBAATb XAaTb BLICOKOYTMMOrO mmneparopa, KOTOpO-
My He Tepnenocb npuxatb K CepALy CBOIO BO3NOONEHHYIO AOYb,
PaBHO Kak U 06OMX MaLIMHUCTOB.

MyTewecTBEHHNKN 3aHANU MECTa B NPUTrOTOBAEHHOW ANA HUX KK-
TaNCcKOW PacnUCHOM KONACKe, 3anpsixXeHHOW wecTepkoi 6enbix no-
wapein, U Hanpasuancb NpsaMo B leknH, pasykpalleHHblid No 3TO-
My Cnyyalo 6ecyucneHHbIM MHOXeCTBOM LBETOB. Bce ynuubl 6biin
3anpyxeHbl HApOAOM — KuTanubl CO CBOUMMU AETbMU U BHYKamMu
BbICHINANN HA YAUUbl, 4TO6Gbl MONPUBETCTBOBATL BLICOKUX FOCTEN.

Ha cepebpsaHoii nectHuue 13 AeBAHOCTA AEBATU CTYNEHEK CTOAN
cam umnepatop Kutas cob6CTBEHHO NEPCOHON.

— Mowu 6naropoaHble Apy3bs! — BOCKAWKHYN OH, 3aBuies
uspaneka npubanxaswylocs npoueccuio, U 6pocuncs BHU3 C pac-
npocTepToiMu 06BbATUAMU. — HakoHeu-TO Mbl BCTpeTuaunce! [o6po
noxanosarb!

MocneaHen oH 06HAN ManeHbkylo npuHueccy. EMy 6b110 OueHb
NPUATHO, 4YTO OHAa CHOBA AOMA U 4YTO Yy Hee Takou 340pOBbINA
U OTAOXHYBLUINA BUA.

— Hy a Tenepb, — cka3an OH nocne TOro, kak npoueaypa npu-
BeTcTBUA Obina 3akOH4YEHa, — AaBaiTe He 6Gyaem TepaTb BpeMeHU
AapoM K nocnewnm K ApakoHY, WHaye BENUKUMA MOMEHT npo-
6yxaeHns npousoinget 6e3 Hac. Mpowy Bac cnepoBatb 3a MHOW.
Al npoBOXy Bac.

Mpoxoas 4yepe3 36eHOBLIE YepHble BOpOTa ABOPLA, NpuUHLeEcca
TUXOHLKO wenHyna Jlykacy un [xumy:
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— Bbl yauButech, Koraa yBuUAWTE, Kak Tenepb BLIFAAAWUT CTapbli
CNOHOBHUK, KyAa NOMECTMAU roj Hasaa ApakoHa. lMana 3a 3710
BpeMA Benen ero NepecTpouTb M yKpacuTb nogobaiowum obpasom.

N peiAcTBMTENLHO, KOrAa OHW WAM NO MapKy, yxe u3lganeka
CKBO3b BETBU AepeBbeB 6bINO BUAHO, Kak CBepKaeT U CMAET CKa-
304Han noctpoiika. Moaonas 6Gamxe, Apy3bs NPOCTO 3acTbinM OT
U3YMNEHWUA NpU BuAe BENUKONEMHOrO 3penuila, OTKPbLIBLIErocs MX
B30opy. o npukasy umnepatopa CNOHOBHWK, NPeACTaBNABLUNA CO-
60/ Hekoraa o6LIKHOBEHHOE 3AaHWe C Kynonom, 6bin npespalleH
B MHOrO3TaxKHylo narogy ¢ 6ecymcneHHbIM MHOXECTBOM MaNeHbKnX
ocTpoBepxux baweHok. Ykpawanu 3aaHue pasHoobpasHbie urypbi,
OpPHaMEHTHl N KONOKONbYUKHK.

C TpyaOm OTOpBanuUChb Apy3bs OT 3TOW BONWEOHOW KapTUHbLI U,
MWHYS 30N10TOA NOPOr, BOWAW BHYTPb NaBUAbOHA. 3Aecb uapuna
rnybovaiwas TuwuHa. nasa He cpasy NPUBLIKAW K NPUrNYLLEH-
HOMY CBETY, UCXOAMBLUEMY OT THICAYW MHOTOLBETHLIX (POHAPUKOB,
pasBellaHHbIX NOBCIOAY. Kak U cHapyxu, cTeHbl 6biin yKkpaleHb
3A€Cb OPHAMEHTaMU HeOMUCYeMOW KPacoTbl, KOTOpble TaUWHCTBEHHO
nobneckuBanu B nonytbme. B camom ueHTpe 6o0abworo kynona
BMECTO Okowka 6bina BCTpoeHa fHTapHas nauTa, OT KOTOPOW wen
30/10TUCTO-KENTbIA CBET. DTOT POBHLIA CHON CBeTa OcBelyan nepe-
BON/IOTUBLUIErOCA APAKOHA, YbW OUEpPTaHWUA CMYTHO YrajblBanucCb
B NONyMpake naBuNbOHA.



B nepsyto muHyty Jlykac un [xxum aaxe He mMOrnuM nOBeEpuUThb,
YTO 3TO TOT Camblii ApPakOH, KOTOpOro oHuW nobeauwnu B beanaH-
AWN, — HACTONbLKO OH U3MeHUNcs. ToNbKO NpUrNAAeBLINCE Kak
cneayet, MOXHO Obino yBUAETb OTAANEHHOE CXOACTBO C FOCNOXOM
3ybnep. Mopaa apakoHa Kasanacb Tenepb He TakKoW ANVUHHOWM
u octpoi. OTBpaTUTENbHbIA 3y6H, YTO TOpYan U3 Nactu, Kyaa-To no-
Aesanca. fonosa 4em-TO HaNOMMUHANA NbBUHYIO, HO TONbKO, KOHEY-
HO, uspaneka. Bce Tynosuuwie kak-To NOXyAeno U Aaxe HEMHOXKO
BbITAHYNOCb, PaBHO KaK M XBOCT, KOTOpPbiM ApPakoH oGepHyncs, Kak
Aenaiot 06bIKHOBEHHO KOWKW. BMecTo oTBpaTUTENbHON Yewwyu no
Teny Tenepb WAN YyAeCHble TaUHCTBEHHbIE Y30pbl. [lpakoH nexan
Kak u3BasHue, NONOXWUB MOPAY Ha nepejHue nanel, U €ro 30N10-
TUCTOE TENO U3Ny4ano APKOe CUAHUE.

Axum B3an Jlykaca 3a pyKy, U Tak U CTOSIAM OHW, ¢ Bnaro-
roseHuem cosepuas 370 AuBHoe 3penunuie. OHU HUKAK HE MOraun
AO KOHUA MOBEPUTb, YTO YYAO 3TO CTANO BO3MOXHBLIM TO/ILKO MO-
TOMY, 4TO OHU nobeaunu apakoHa u He ybunu ero. Ho 310 6bIN0
AENCTBUTENbHO Tak.

Ha HekOoTOpOM paccTosHUM OT Apy3en cToan umneparop ¢ Jiu
Wu un MNuur Morrom. MNMpuruecca nocaguna mansiwa MNuur MNoHra
k cebe Ha pyky, Apyrov pykoi OHa AepXkanacb 3a oTua.

B Kakon-TO MOMEHT CUSiHUE, UCXoAuBLUee OT ApakoHa, npe-
BpaTusweroca tenepb B 3onotoro [lpakoHa MyapocTtu, cTano
3aMeTHO cunbHee. Bo3ayx 3aapoxkan OT yAMBUTENbHOro 3BOHA.
MeaneHHO-MeANEeHHO ApakOH Hayan NOAHMMATbLCA, ONUPAACh Ha
nepeaHue nanbl. OH OTKPbIA TEMHO-U3YMPYAHbIE rNas3a, BCMbIXHYB-
WHe TAUHCTBEHHLIM 3€NeHbIM NAAMEHEM, U NOCMOTpPEN Ha Apy3en.
[xum HeBONbHO CxXan pyky Jlykaca.

CHoBa Bce 3amepno. M sapyr pasaancs yaAMBUTENbHbLIA ronoc,
KOTOpbIA, Ka3anocb, Wen OoTkyAa-To U3 camoro 4ypesa 30/10TOro
ApakoHa MyapocTu. DTOT rnybOKWi, TUXUIA U BMECTE C TEM SACHbI
M OTYETAUBLIA rONOC HaNoMMUHaN 3Byk 60abWIOr0 GPOH30BOrO roHra.

— Bbl 3a€ecb, Te, KOro 1 UMEHYIO CBOUMU MOBENUTENAMU?

— [fla, — otsetun Jlykac, — Mbl 34€Ch.

— Xopollo, 4TO Bbi NpULWIAU, — NPOAOMXKAN APAKOH, — ub60O
HacTano BpemsA BLINONHUTL BaM CBOE€ MnpeAHasHaveHue. 3araaka
AoNXHa 6biTb pasragaHa.
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— Buaute nun... — Havan 6bin0 Jlykac n 3anHyncs, NOTOMY YTO
Aanblue OH XOTeNn ckasaTb «rocnoxa 3y6nep», HO No4Yemy-TO emy
nokasanocb, 4To Tenepb Takoe obpalieHne HeymecTHo. — Bugute
nm, 3onotoi [lpakoH MyapocTu, — ckasan OH HakoHel, — Yy Hac
eCTb OAUH NNaH.

— £ 3Halo, — OTBETUN [ApPaKOH TaKUM TOHOM, YTO AAXE MOTNO
nokasarbcs, 6yaTo oH ynuibaerca. — £ 3HalO BCE, YTO Bbl XOTUTE
Yy MEHA CNpOCUTbL.

— W Bbl HaM OTBETUTE HA BCE HalK BOMPOCHI? — OCMENEN TyT
Axum. — Ha Bce-Bce?

— 5 ckaxXy Bam POBHO CTOJIbKO, — OTBETUN APAKOH, — CKOJlb-
KO Bam Tenepb HYXHO 3HaTb. Ecnm 6bl A cTan oTBeyaTb Ha BCe
WHTEepecyioLwune Bac BONPOCk, TO A 6bin 661 He 3010TbiM [pakoHOM
Myapoctu, a Thyneim bontansbim [pakoHom. [loatomy npouwy
Te65, MO MasneHbKUIn BNacTeIMH U NOBENUTENb, HE CrnpalunBan
MEHA O TalHe CBOEro poxXAeHus. Tbl CKOPO cam BCe Y3Haelb.
TBos cmekanka u otBara Tebe nomoryt B 3Tom. HOo He Hactan
ewe TOT yac. Moatomy Tebe npuaercs notepnets!

Axum cTosn nputuxwKid, He cmes 6Gonblue pTa packpbiTb. Jlykac
yxe xoten 6bi10 paccnpocuTb [pakoHa O TOM, FAe WU Kak Hamtu
YeptoBy [I0XWHY, Kak ApakOH onepeaun ero:

— Bam HyxHO BoOpyxuTbC A0 3y60B. MoaHATL ronybuie napy-
ca. Boikpacutb kopabnb B ronyboii uset, a Ha 6optax HapucoBsatb
BONHLI. Tak Bbl Gysere cauBaTbCs ¢ Mopem M Hebom. OTaaiiTech
Ha Bo/O BO/MIH. OHU BLIHECYT BAaC K HY>XHOMY mecTy. byabte yBe-
peHbl. HO ecnn xoTb OAMH-EAMHCTBEHHLIA pa3 Bbl NPOsABUTE He-
TepneHue uU CxBaTUTECb 3a LWITYpBan, HUKOrAa Bam He BCTPETUTLCA
¢ nupatamu u3 Yeptosoih [I0XKUHBI.

ApakoH NOMOoANYan HECKOAbKO MWUHYT, a MOTOM NPOAONXAN:

— PaHO 1AM No3aHO Bbl yBUAUTE Npubanxaiowmiics k Bam kopabnb
C KpoBaBO-KkpacHbIMM napycamu. OH NOABUTCA C tora Ha yTPeHHe:R 3ape.

— YeproBa [AtoxuHal — npobopmoTtan [>uUM, Yy KOTOPOro
MoYemMy-TO Mypalwku nobexanu no Tteny.
— Tak oHM HasbiBaloT cebs, — ckasan [JpakoH, — HO Tbl, MO

ManeHbkuUin nosennTens, u3basub Mx OT 3TOrO 3&6]1)’)KAEHMFI no-
cnhe T10ro, Kak, nonb3yacb uUx cunom uU ux cna6ocn=ro, cBAXEwWwb Ux
BCEX 4O OAHOrO.
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— YTO OH Takoe roBoput? — wWwenotom cnpocun fxum y Jly-
Kaca, HO TOT He yCnen emy HUYero OTBeTUTb, NOTOMY HYTO ApakoH
npoAaonxan:

— 371 nupatel 6yayT nabiTb U3 cBoero mbenbbypra, B KOTO-
pOM, KpOMe Hux, euwie He ObiBana HM OAHa 4yenoBeyeckas Aylua
U K KOTOPOMY elle HW pa3y B XW3HM He npubnuxancs HUW OAWH
kopabnb. fopoa 3TOT nexuT Aaneko-Aaneko, B YXacHOW cTpaHe,
Ha3biBaemon CtpaHon, Kotopoi beitb He [JlomxHO. bonee Thicauu
NeT CywecTByeT 3Ta CTpaHa M HaXOAWUTCA OHA Tam, rae CANBAIOTCA
BCE CTUXUMU.

— A KyAa Xxe OHM nnbiBYT? — nonobonbiTcTBoBan Jlykac.

— OHu HanpasnsioTcs kK bonbwomy MarHuty, 4ToObl BCTPETUTH-
CA C TeM CaMbiM APakOHOM, KOTOPbIM Hekoraa 6bin s, M npowus-
BecTU pacyeT. Bawm nytu, Takum obpa3om, ob6ssatenbHo nepe-
cekyTca. OHU 3aMETAT Bac B NOCNEAHNA MOMEHT, U TYT Bam Hajo
6yaeT aeictBoBaTb OLICTPO M cmeno. NMOMHUTE TOALKO, 4TO 3TO
CaMblé OTBaXHbl€, CU/IbHBIE N XECTOKME BOWHBLI, KOTOPbLIX eLie HU-
KTO HUKOrAa He nobexaan.

Jlykac 3aaymuuBO KuBan ronosown. [uma Tak U NOAMbIBANoO
cNpocuTb [lpakoHa O CBOEM ManeHbKOM JIOKOMOTUBE, HO TONb-
KO OH yxe cobpanca ¢ ayxom, 4tobbl 3agaTb 3TOT BOMPOC, Kak
ApPakoOH cam ckasan:

— To, 4TO THl NOTepsAn, Tbl noay4nws o6patHO. To, 4YTO Tbl
nonyuuws o6patHo, Tbl CHoBa noTepsews. W Bce xe TO, 4TO
npuHaanexut Tebe No npasy, BepHeTcA Kk Tebe B KOHUE KOHLOB
Hasceraa, u 6yAeT OHO NPO3PaYHbLIM U YUCTLIM.

HanpacHo nbitanca [Xum pasragatb CMbICA 3aragoyHbiX
cnos. Ho rnaBHoOe, nogyman OH, 4TO MakCUK BEPHETCA K Hemy,
a oCTanbHoe BCe NyCcTakU. Beab ApakoH NpAMO ckasan, 4yto Mak-
cuk BepHeTca. Mnu Bce-Takn Het? COBEpLUEHHO COUTLIA C TOAKY,
OH peLns BbIACHUTb BCE AO KOHLA.

— Ckaxute, mbl nobeaum YeptoBy [IOXUHY uAn HeT?

— Tol nobeanwb, — OTBETUN APAaKOH, — HO HE B OTKPbI-
Tom 6010. 60 nobeauTens XAyT nopaxeHus, a nobexaeHHOro
xaeT nobeaa. Cnywail BHUMATENbHO, MON MaNeHbkuiA NOBENU-
TeNb U rocnoAuH. B 6ype y3puwb Tbl OKO, CBET €ro oTkpoer Tebe
3Be34y, KpacHyi0 kak KpoBb, € NATbIO nyvyamu. Cxsatu 3se3ay
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W CTaHb noBenuTenem, Toraa otkpoertcs Tebe TaWHa TBOEro npo-
UCXOXKAEHUS.

ApakoH 3amonyan u sBHO Gonble He cobupancs Hu4ero roso-
puTb. Ero nsympyaHbie rnasa CNOBHO 3acTbiid, U OH CMOTpeNn Kak
6yATO CKBO3b MPUCYTCTBOBABLUMX, YCTPEMUB CBOW B30pP B Kakue-To
HeBeaOMble Aanu.

Apy3bs NOCTOANU, NOAOXKAANU elle HEMHOXKO, HO BCe Ha-
npacHo.

— OueBnaHo, OH BCE Ham ckasan, — pewwun Jlykac. — bonb-
woe cnacubo, 3onotoi [lpakoH Myapoctu, — nobnarogapun
OH ApakoHa. — [lycTb Mbl He BCe NOHANM M3 TOrO, YTO Thl Ham
06bACHUAN, HO rnNaBHoOe, Mbl Tenepb 3HaeM, Kak HainTu Yeprosy
LioxuHy.

— Ja, cnacubo, — pobasun [Xum n HeoXxmnaaHHoO AnA cebs
NOKNOHUNCA.

ApakoH He oTBeuan, HO onsTb Ha rybax y Hero 6yaTo 3aurpana
nykasas ynwibka.

Apy3bs 3aaymunBo nobpenn u3 nNaBuNbOHA, 3a HUMU WU UM-
nepatop, f/lu Wu un Munr MoHr.

— CTpaHHO BCe 3TO, — CKasana npuHuUecca.

— Y10 Mbl Tenepb Gyaem Aenatb? — NpPONULLAN BEPXOBHbLIN
60H3a.

— A npeanaraio ANS Havana NpoNTWU B TPOHHBLIA 3an U Tam Kak
cnepyet Bce ob6CyAUTb, — cKasan umneparop.

Monya BCS KOMNaHWA nowna BO ABopeu.

FAABA ABAAUATb NEPBAS,
8 Kxomopoli nossasemcs xkopabav ysema MopcKol 80AHbHL
u nymeuwtecmayrowuill Ha Hem «3aay»

— 3HaeTe, YeCTHO rosops, MOMIOBMHY U3 TOrO, YTO CKasan Haw
3onotoin f[lpakoH MyapocTu, 8 NPOCTO HE MOHAN, — MNPU3HANCH
Jlykac, koraa Bce yxe paccenncb B TPOHHOM 3ane.

— A 1, noxanyi, u Toro 6onbwe, — ckasan [xum. Bce octans-
Hble COFNACHO KUBHYAWU, MOTOMY YTO U OHW POBHLIM CHETOM HUYEro
He MOHAMMN.
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— Hy u4to xe, — npomonsun Jlykac, 3akypuBas CBOIO Tpyb-
Ky, — 3HauuT, u obcyxaatb Ham TyT Hedero, 6yaem HageaTbCs,
YTO CfnoBa ApakoHa koraa-Hubyab noaTBepaaTca, u TOraa BCe
CTaHeT ACHO.

— WHTepecHo, 4TO 3TO 3HAYMT — «B Bype y3pulb Tbl OKO»? —
3aAymunBO cnpocun umnepatop. — [loyemy 6narogapa 3TOMy
«OKYy» [IXUM yBUAWUT Kakyilo-TO Tam 3Be3gy?

— W uto 370 3a «CrpaHa, Kotopoin buitb He [omkHO»? — Ao-
6aBuna J/ln Wu n co B3goOXOM noAanepna LLEKY PYKOM.

— A kak Tam 6bino ¢ «nobeautenem, KOTOpbIA NOTEPNUT no-
paxeHue»? — nponuwan MuHr MoHr. — A ewe: «KTo nortepsert,
TOT HauWAeT», UAu BOT — YTO-TO TaM KTO-TO YBMAMUT, Koraa no-
TEPAUT MopaxeHue?

— [la, MyaApeHO Kak-TO BCE 3TO, — B3AOXHY/N UMMNeparTop.

Nykac 3aaymumBo Bbinyckan knybbl Abima.

— A Aymalo, — 3aroBopusl OH Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe Bpemsf, — BCE
BbIACHUTCA Kak-HUbyab camo coboii, Bcemy cBoe Bpems. Beab apa-
KOH Tak Ham u ckasan. M, 4ecTHO roBopsa, A U Cam CYUTAlO, 4TO
nyqywe 6yaer, ecan mbl JOKONAemca A0 TalHbl poxaeHus [xuma
camu, 6e3 4yxoin noackasku.

— [na Hauyana Ham HyxXHo ojgonetb YeptoBy [loxuHy, — BMe-
wanca Tyt [xum, — BOT 4yTo [lpakOH Ham ckasan.
— 370 camo coboit, — cornacunca Nlykac. — Ecam mbl ux yny-

cTUM, OHU AobepyTca Ao bonbworo MarHuTta, M KTO 3HaeT, 4To
OHU cAenaloT ¢ Makcukom, Koraa He obHapyxaTt Tam ApPakOHUXY.

— Y70 Xe Tenepb HYXHO AenaTb, AOCTONOYTEHHbIE rocnoAa
MaLUHUCTBI? — cnpocun [uHr MoHr.

— Tbl BeAb cablwan, — OTBETUN emy Jlykac. — Ham HyxxeH
XOpOLWO BOOPYXEHHbLIA Kopabnb, BbikpaleHHbIW B ronyboin user,
C pa3pucoBaHHbIMU BopTamu, 4TO6LI OH canBanca ¢ mopem. Hy,
U c ronybbiMu napycamm.

— Ecnun BbI 3ax0TUTE BOCMONL30BATLCA MOUM TFOCYAAPCTBEHHbIM
kopabnem, TO OH B Balem pacnopsxKeHUU, — MNPEANOXKUN UM
umnepatop. — Kak W3BECTHO, OH OT/M4YaeTca GLICTPOXOAHOCTLIO,
HeoObl4aNHOM MPOYHOCTLIO U YCTOWYUBOCTLIO.

— Cnacunbo, Bawe Benu4ectBo, — nobnarogapun Jlykac. —
A Aymalo, 37O TO, YTO HamM HY>XXHO.
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Ha 3TOM OHM 3aKOoH4UAM obCyxaeHue U OTNpPaBUAUCL B FaBaHb,
4yTo6bl OTAATb COOTBETCTBYIOLME PACMOPAXKEHUS.

Tpu AHS — 3TO, KOHEYHO, OY4EHb MAaNeHbKW CPOK ANA TOro,
yTO6bl Kak cneayeT BOOPYXWUTb MMMepaTopcknii kopabnb, Aa ele
packpacutb ero B ronyboi uBeT aa HapucoBatb 6enoi kpackown
BO/MHbI Ha 6opTax. Ho umnepartop npussan uenywo aptens pabot-
HUKOB WU MAacTepoB, Tak YTO AE€N0 ABUranocb AO0BOALHO ObICTpPO.
Axnum un Jlykac 6onblwyio 4acTb BpeMeHU NPOBOAUAM Ha 6opTy
kopabns, cTapascb MOMOraTb Yem TONAbKO MOXHO. Kpome TOrO,
MM HY>XHO 6blN0 CneauTb 3a Tem, 4ToObl BCE AenNanocb CTpPOro no
WUHCTPYKLMUKU ApakoHa.

Beuepom HakaHyHe OTNALITUA BCe 6bINO rOTOBO. Pa3pucoBaHHbIi
kopabnb BbIrNsgen AeNCTBUTENbHO OYeHb Kpacueo. bonblwwne na-
pyca 6blan WU3roToBNeHbl M3 TOH4ailwero HebecHo-ronyb6oro wen-
Ka — Tak Benen cam umneparop. Ha nanybe crosnn B ABa psja
TAXENble MNyLWKU, C KaxXAoW CTOPOHbI NO AecaTb WTYK. KomaHAaa
COCTOANA U3 TPUALATU BEPHbLIX MATPOCOB, KaXAbl U3 KOTOPbLIX MOT
B OAMHOYKY MeaBeas NO6GOPOTb, K TOMY e BCE OHW Cropanu oT
HeTeprneHna 3aAaTb XOPOLWEHbKYIO TPpernky nuparam U MONOXMUTb
KOHel, ux pa3boiHUYbUM Aenam.

Tenepb HyXHO 6blN0 McnbITaTb kKopabnb. Oxum u Jlykac octa-
nmcb Ha 6epery, 4TO6bI MNOCMOTpPeTb, Kak OH BbIFNSAWT U3janeka.
MacknpoBka Oka3sanacb XOTb kKyAa — kOpabnb OTOWeEN TOAbKO Ha
MOAMMUAUN, HO YyXe C 3ITOr0 PaccTosiHUA Henb3s 6biN0 pasnnunTs,
rae Boaa, rae mope, rae kopabnb.

Maniotka MuHr MNoHr Toxe 6bin TyT. B 3TM AHM OH B ouepea-
HOW pa3 NpPoAEeMOHCTPUPOBAN CBOIO HeobbluaiHyl0 pacTOPONHOCTb
U CMETAUMBOCTb, Gnarosaps KOTOPLIM OH B CBOE Bpems Moay4Yun
MECTO BepxOBHOro 6OH3bl M 3010TOM xanat B npuagady. OH u30
BCEX CUAN CTapancs, 4Tobbl BCe WNO Tak, Kak TOro xoTenn JocCTo-
MOYTEHHbIE MALUINHUCTBI. DTU AHU OH OyKBanNbHO rnas He CMblKan.
N notomy Tenepb, koraa Bce 6bi10 roToBO, OH Obin CTPALWHO ropA.
Kpome TOro, OH 4yBCTBOBan BO BCEM 3TOM MEPONPUATUN NUY-
HYIO 3aMHTEpPeCcOBaHHOCTb — BEAb OH WU CaM PELLUUNCA MyCTUTLCA
B OMacHoe nnaBaHue.

— Peub naer o Aene rocyAapCTBEHHON BaXHOCTHM, — C He-
obbl4aiHO cepbe3HbIM BMAOM 3asBMN OH. — B cnyuyae apecta
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nupatoB U3 GaHabl YeptoBa [ioxuHa npucytcteue opuumnanbHOro
nvua npocto 06s3aTenbHO, MHave apect OyAeT cuuTaTbCs Hegei-
CTBUTENbHBIM.

Nlykac u [xum nonbiTanncb, KOHEYHO, OTrOBOPUTL €ro OT 3TOM
3aten, o6bACHAS €My, HAacKOAbKO onacHbim 6yaeT npeacTosuiee
nytewecrtsne, Ho [luHr [oHr TBEpAO cTosn Ha csoem. Buas
€ro pewnmocTb, Apy3bs He ctanu 6onble cnoputb — OH 6bin
Kak-HUKaK BEpPXOBHbIM GOH30#A. EAMHCTBEHHOE — OHWU AOrOBOPMU-
NNCb, 4TO B Cnyyae onacHoctu lMuHr MNoHr He 6yaeT puckoBsatb
CBOEN XW3HbIO U CNPAYETCA B KaloTe.

Koraa seyepom [xum u Jlykac BepHyanCb B MMNEpPATOPCKUA
ABOpEL, OHW HUCKONbKO HE COMHEBAUCb B TOM, HYTO NNaBaHwue,
KoTopoe AONXHO 6bINO HayaTbCA 3aBTpa Ha 3ape, 3aKOHYUTCA
YAAuYHO.

Wit

?hma




Mocne yxuHa Axum un fin Wu nownn nporynateca nNo umne-
paTopckoMy napky. Tam OHW NOKOPMUANU PYHHOro NYpnypHOro
6yriBONa, MOKPLITOrO AAMHHOW BOMHWUCTON LUEPCTbIO, U KUTAUCKOro
eAUHOpOra, WKypa KOTOporo oTauBana cepebpuUCTbiIM LBETOM, Ha-
NOMWHABLUWM MATKUA NYHHLIA CBET.

[lo cux NOp HWUYTO He ompayano npekpacHon Apyx6bl ABYX
A€TeA, HO MMEHHO B TOT Be4yep, HakaHyHe OnacHelwero nyre-
WwecTBnA, KOTopoe npeactoano [Axumy, Npou3owno TO, YTO Yxe
AaBHO He cnydanocb, — [xum n Jin Wn nossgopunu. YectHo
rosops, ccopa npousowna M3-3a Kakon-TO epyHAbl. Tak 4acto
6biBaeT. CHavana NOAU CCOPATCA, a MOTOM YXe HUKTO TONKOM
He NMOMHUT, U3-3a Yero Havancs Becb coip-60p.

AXum Kak pas urpan ¢ maneHbkoin 06e3bsAHKON, kKOTOpas AoO-
BepuYMBO 3abpanacb k HeMy Ha pyku. MornaxuBas ee, oH kak O6bl
Mexay npoYnm Cnpocun:

— A Tbl 3Haeuwsb, 41O NuHr MNoHr eget ¢ Hamn?

— Het, — oTBeTuna npuHuecca. — A pasBe OH He Goutca?

AXuUM noxan nneyamu W nowen ganoiue, K ronybomy oneHio
c cepebpsaHbIMWU poramu, KOTopblii naccs Bo3ne choOHTaHa.

/v Wun cTpawHo pa3sonHoBanacb. KoHeyHo, OHa yxacHo 60-
ANnacb MOPCKUX NUPaToB, HO, C APYFrOW CTOPOHLI, ecnn yx [uHr
MoHr epeT, TO, HaBepHOE, 3TO He Tak onacHo, Tem 6onee uTo
pagom 6yaet Jlykac. Beab B Aywe OHa AaBHO MeyTana O TOM,
4yTo6b XOTb pa3 B XW3HW nonpoboBaTb, YTO Takoe HacToslee
NpUKAIOYEHHE.

v Wn porHana [Axuma n cnpocuna ero ene CAblWHLIM rONo-
CKOM:

— A He mornu 6bl B3ATb U MeHA?

[Xum owapalweHHO NOCMOTPEeN Ha Hee:

— Te6a? Tl xe Tpycuxal

— W Bosce HeT! — Bo3pa3una J/iu Wn n nokpacHena. — K Tomy
Xe yero mHe 60aTbCA, ecnn pagom Oyaet Jlykac, a Toi Beab cam
FOBOpWUA, YTO, KOTAa OH PAAOM, MOXHO ObiTb CMOKOMHBLIM.

xnm nokayan ronoson.

— Hert, n Wn, — ckasan oH MArKO U cnerka o6HAN NpUH-
ueccy. — Ha 3toT pa3 Tebe npugetca octatbca. [eno cauiu-
KOM cepbe3Hoe. Tbl BCe-Taku AeBoYka U K TOMY Xe npuHuecca.
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Tol He NpuBblkNa K TakoMy. KTo ero 3HaeT, kak OHO Bce obepHeTcs.
MoxeT, 6yaeT coBcem Xapko, U B TaKyilo MUHYTy yxe 6yaeT He
A0 Tebs. A ecnun Tol BAPYr 3axouyelb AOMON, TO HUKTO M3-3a Tebs
BO3BpalWlaTbCa He cTaHeT. Tbl A0AXHA 3TO NOHWUMaTbL, Jln Ln.

[XnUM coseplueHHO He xoTen obuaeTb NpuUHLECCY, U OHa, Ha-
BepHOE, cornacunack 6bl ¢ HUM, Beab e U Bnpasay 6blNO O4YEHb
CTpawHo, HO [>KMM roBOpuUN Tak, CIOBHO OH MOr pellaTtb 3a Hee,
4YTO eh Aenatb U 4ero He aenatb. Bo Bcakom cnyvae, en Tak no-
kasanocb. OHa Bce-Taku 6blna MPUHLECCOR, M 3TO ee 3aaeno. B
Hel 3aroBopun Ayx NpoOTUBOPEYUUA. A Kak Mbl yXe UMEeNu caydan
y6eanTbCa, ¢ 3TUM ee AYXOM MPOTUBOPEYUNA LIYTKU MAOXW.

— Xouy exatb ¢ Bamu, — 3aasuna Jlu Wu. — U pa3 a xouy,
3HauuT, A U noeay.

— Her, — Bo3pasun [xum. — ITO Myxckoe aeno. Jlykac
TOXe TaK CyuTaer.

— CkaxuTe noxanymncra, kakon BaxHbin! — paccepaunace TyT
npuHuecca. — Tbl CaM-TO eA€llb TONbKO MOTOMY, 4TO C TODOOW
Nykac. A Tak cugen 6bl Tbl AOMA M yMUpan co cTpaxy. Tbl, Mexay
MPOYUM, TOXE BCErO-HABCEro MAasieHbKUMA ManbyuliKka, KOTOPbIHA
euwe Aaxe He yMmeeT uuTaTb U nucatb, — cbexuagHuyvana Jin LWw.

Tyt yxe [Axum paccepannca He Ha wyTky. OH cyuTan, 4to ot
nocneaHero 3amevaHusa Jlu Wn morna Bo3aepxarbes.

— EcTb niogn, — C paccTtaHOBKOW Ckasan OH, — KOTOpble
y4aTca u4uTaTb, NucaTb UM AenaTb NPOYYI0 epyHAY, a eCTb JIoAM,
KOTOpble COBEepLIAIOT OnacHbie nytewectsus. Tebe B nobom cny-
yae nyywe ocraBaTbca agoma! Cuam cebe Ha 340pOBbe U PbI3N
rpaHNT Hayku, pa3 Tl y HAC Takas yYMHas, 4To Apyrux nioaen
Aypakamun cuyntaewb!

— A A BCe pasHO noeay!

— Her!

— A 7 rosopto — pal

— Her!

— Bot yBuauwb! — kpukHyna Jln WWu u ymyanacb npoub.

AXvUMm 3anpbirHyn Ha ronyboro oneHa u noTpenan ero no 3a-
rpuUBKY.

— Boo6paxana! — npobopmotan oH cepauto. — lpuHuecca-
Bce3Hankal..
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Ho Ha camOmM pene OH OYeHb paccTpouncs, notomy 4to Jiu Ln
eMy HpaBunacb U OH He NIobUN C Hel cCcopuTbCA.

MpuHuecca Tem BpemeHem nNomyanacb K UMneparopy, KOTOpbli
Kak pa3 cuaen c¢ Jlykacom Ha Teppace U nNua yan.

— Yto crpacnock, Jin Wn? — cnpocun umnepartop, koraa ero
AOYb Kak yropenas noanerena k crony. — lNoyemy y 1ebs Takoii
paccTpoeHHbIn BNA?

— kUM ckasan, 4TO MHE HeNb3s exaTb C HUMU, NOTOMY 4TO

370 AKO6bLl He Ans MeHA. A 5 BCe paBHO XO4vy, — BbiNaauNa
v Wn.

— [Mxum abconoTHO npaB, AeAcTBuTENnbHO OyAeT nydvwe, ecnu
Tbl OCTAHEWbLCR AOMA, — C YNbIOKOA Ckasan umnepaTop U NackoBo
nornaagun npuHueccy no ronose.

— A 2 xody noexatb! — TBepauna csoe Jin Lun.

— [llocnywan, manbilwka, He HaAO YNpAMUTLCS, — BMeLlancs
TyT Jlykac. — 3Haewsb, AaBaln OTNIOXUM 3TO A0 Apyroro pasa. Cen-

4aC TOYHO HUYEro He nonayuyutcs. [parbcs ¢ nNupatamu — nNpPamo
CKaXem, He camoe NOAXOAfLEE 3aHATUE ANA HEXHbIX CO3AaHWuN.

— A 4 Bce paBHO noeay, — He caasanacb flu Lu.

— T[oHumaews, 0AHO Aeno CNywartb O BCAKMX TakUX 3aHATHbIX
NPUKAIOYEHNAX, KOoraa Tebe KTO-Hubyab O HUX pacckasbiBaeT, —
npoaonxan ybexaarb ee Jlykac, — a Apyroe Aeno, Koraa Bce 370
B XW3HU. TyT yx 6biBaeT He A0 cmexa. Tol BeAb Cama 3Haellb.

— Hy u ut0, a 2 Bce paBHO noeay! — npobypyana Jin Lwu.

— Het, — o4eHb cepbe3HO cka3dan Jlykac, — HUKTO M3 Hac He
cmoxeT o Tebe kak cneayet no3aborTutocs. Tebe npuaercs ocTarb-
ca Aoma. B apyron pas — noxanyincra, a cemyac npasjha Henb3s.

— A g xo4y! — cHoBa nostopuna Jiu lu.

— A 1ebsa He nywy, — CTpOro ckasan umnepartop. — W aaBai
6onbwe He 6yaem obcyxaatb 3Ty Temy.

ManeHbkas npuHuecca Hagynacb U nobpena k cebe B KOMHary.
OHa nerna B noctenb, HO Ayx NPOTUBOPEYUs He AasBan ein no-
kos. J/iu Wu Bce Bopoyanacb ¢ 60ky Ha 60K U HUKak He morna
3aCHYTb. B ronoBe KpyTUAUCL pasHble MbICAU.

N BOT NO3AHO HOYbIO, KOrAa BO JABOpUE NOracno nocnea-
Hee OKHO WU BCe KamepucTku U (PPeinnHbl 3aCHYNn cnajyanumm
CHOM, Jln LK BbICKONb3HYNA M3 NOCTENN, NOTUXOHbKY NPOKpanach
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Koraa xe HakoHeu Hamngetca Jiu Wu. Wmnepatop nposoaun aApy-
3ei B raBaHb.

Tam OH ux 06HAN Ha nmpoliaHWe U ckasan:

— [la xpaHuT Bac He60, M NyCcTb BaM BO BCEM COMYTCTBYyeT
yAaya, Kak OHa conyTtcTBoBana Bam A0 cux nop. C 3TOro MomMeHTa
ANA MEHA U MOUX NOAAAHHBLIX MOMEPKHET COMHUE, U A0 Tex nop,
noka Bbl He BepHeTeCcb OOpaTHO LEeNbiMU U HEBPEAUMBIMKU, He
YCAbILWT B MOEN CTpaHe HUKTO HWU CMexXa, HU NeceH, HWU BecCenbs.

BeaHbin uMnepaTop, ecnn Obl OH TOALKO 3HanN, YTO OYeHb CKOPO
eMy aeicteButensHo byaetr He Ao cmexal

Apy3ba noaHanuce Ha 6GopT kopabns, rae ux yxe BCTpeyan
Muur Moxr. Mopa 6bin0 OTNpaBnATLCA B NyTb. M BOT HakoHeu
AKOPb MOAHAT, Tpan ybpaH, U kKopabnb MeANEeHHO Bbillen U3
raBaHu. COTHM ThICAY KUTahLEB BbILWAW NPOBOXATb X Ha bGeper.
3aecb xe B TONNE cTOoAn cam umnepatop. C 3amupaHuem cepaua
BCE CMOTpenun Bches yaansiowemycs kopabnio.

Nykac u [OXUM NOAHANUCL Ha KAanNUTAHCKUIA MOCTUK, 4TOObI
no3aopoBaThCa € kanuTaHOM kKopabnsa, ux AaBHUM NpUATENEM,
y kotoporo 6bin10 obBeTpuBLUEEC 3aropesnioe AuLo, HanoMUHaBLLee
YEeM-TO CTapylo KOXaHYI0 nepyarky.

— Hy, 6partubl, kKyaa npukaxerte NAbITb? — MNONMHTEPECOBANCS
KanuTaH nocne Toro, Kak OHW OBMeHSNUCL NPUBETCTBUAMKU. — YTO
MHe CKasaTb LWTYpMaHy?

— A Mbl U camMu TONKOM He 3Haem, — npusHanca Jlykac v Bbi-
nyctun 6onbloin kny6 aAbima. — 3onotoi [pakoH MyapocTu cka-
3a0, YTO Mbl JOMKHBLI OTAATbCA HA BONIO BOAH. TeyeHue u Betep
BbIHECYT Hac kyaa Hajo. Bor Tak.

KanutaH ¢ yauBneHnem cmotpen Ha Apysei, 6yato cunsacb no-
HSATb, KTO BCE-TakW COLWIEN C yMa — OH Cam WNU OHW.

— Bbl, HaBepHoe, ewe He NPOCHYNUCb Kak cnepyet, — npo-
bypyan oH. — Wau wytkn wytute. HO Bam He yAacCTCa MeHS
nposecTu. B TOT pa3 ¢ nnaBy4yum OCTPOBOM A BaC Nocaylancs
W BpoAe Kak BbIWANO no-sawemy. Hy, 310 nagHo. A Tenepb —
UWb Yero nNpuaymanu. HeT yxX, Bbl MHE ronoBy HE 3amopouyuTe.

— [a Mbl ¥ He cobupaemca Bam MOpPOYUTL FONOBY, — MO-
cTapanca ycnokoutb ero [xum. — Tak Benen apakoH. U euwe,
MeXAay NPOYMM, OH CKaszan, YTO ecan KTO-HUOyAb XOTb Ha OAHY
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CEKYHAOUYKY BO3bMETCA 3a WTYypBaJ, TO Mbl HAKOrga He nonagem

TyAa, KyAa Ham Hajo.

— Nyctb meHs BapeHbli pak 3abogaer, ecnn OKaxercs, Y4TO Bbl
W BNpAMb He wyTuTe, — npobacun B OTBET KanuTaH. — ITO X
wnpotam Ha cmex! Huuero cebe 3aasouku. MNnbiBn Tyaa, He 3HAIO
kyaa! Ho pa3 Bbl Tak xOTuUTe, TO noxxanyincra. Bam suaHee, nyctb
6yaseT no-sailemy.

WTtypmaH nonyynn CTpoXanluin npukas HU NpU KakUX YCNO-
BUSAX He MpukacatbCs K WTypsany, Aabbl kopabnb MOr cnokomnHo
NAbITb KyAa emMy 3abnaropaccyanTcs. 3TO HECKONbKO 03ajadvnno
6bIBanoro Mopska, KOTOpOMY Tenepb HUYEro He OCTaBanoChb Ae-
Natb, Kak NPOCTO CTOATb M CMOTPETb Ha BepTAlleecs B pasHbie
CTOPOHbI KONeco WTypBana.

Kopabnb Bbillen B OTKpbITOE MOpe U, BbINUCbIBAS HEBEPOATHLIE
KpeHaensa, Hanpasuacs KyAa-To K Hesepomon uenu. Matpocsl
cnoHanucb no nanybe, He 3Has, yem ceba 3aHaTb. [yn nerkuni
6pu3, HO CYAHO, HECMOTPA Ha TYro HaTsHyTble napyca, Tenepb
easa npoasuranoce snepea. ConHue HewaaHo Nanuno, u Noj ero
nyyamn nanyba npespatunacb B HaACTOALWYIO CKOBOPOAKY.

Tak npouwen AeHsb.

Koraa cremnHeno, flykac un [kum pewnnm HEMHOXKO Nocnathb.
Ho u Houblo Xapa He cnagana. [lyxota He AaBana TOAKOM 3aCHYTb.

Moa yTpo Bpoae 3aayn cBexuin Betep, u kopabnb ctran uaTH
Becefee, HO O4YeHb CKOPO BeTep CHOBA ynercsa, U HacTynun non-
HbIA WTUAL. Mope HanoMWHANo Tenepb HacToAlee 3epkano: HU
BOMH, HU psabu, Huyero.

Koraa [xum wu Jlykac Ha 3ape BCTpPeTUAUCb Ha nanybe, Tam
yxe cobpanacb BCA KomaHaa. Monya CTOSAM MaTpoChl, NEHUBO
nonnesbiBas 3a 60prT.

B BO3ayxe 4yBCTBOBANOCb Kakoe-TO HanpsXeHue, KOTopoe Ha-
pactano C Kaxaouh MUHYTOW.

EAMHCTBEHHBLI, KTO B 3Ty HOYb Cnan 6e3mAaTexxHbiM CHOM, —
310 manuiw MuHr MoHr. OH Tak ycTan oT BCe NPeAOTHLE3AHOW Cy-
eTbl U 6eroTHn, 4TO, eABa TONLKO KOpabnb OTY4aNUA, NPAMEXOHBLKO
Hanpasuncs B kopabenbHyi0 KYXHIO, KOTOPYIO Ha3biBalOT kamby3om,
Hawen Tam CBOIO 3aBETHYIO 6yTblNOUYKY C MONOKOM U BblAyn ee
3annom. Ecan Bbl NOMHUTE, OH C4yuTan 3TO CamMOM NOAXOAALLER
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nuwen Ana aetei ero Bo3pacTta. MNuHr MNoHr 6ykBanbHO Banuncs
C HOr OT YCTanocTu. Xopowo 6bl HAWTU KaKOW-HUOYAb YKPOMHbIit
yronok, rae nonpoxnajgHee, Aga nocnatb, nogyman oH. Ornspes-
WKUCb, OH o6Hapyxun Hebonblyio AEPEBAHHYIO NOXaHb, OTAUYHO
NOAXOAMBLWYIO ANA 3TOW uenn. YTobbl B 3TOT YIOTHLIA AOMUK He
NPOHUKAN HU CBET, HU WyMm, MuHr MoHr npucnocobun ceoit wen-
KOBbIA LBETACTbIl 30HTUK, KOTOPLIA OH packpbin M Npunagun Tak,
4YTO MONYYMNacb BPOAE Kak Kpbllia.

YctpouBwuce noyaobHee, MuHr MOHr TyT e 3aCHYN Cnagkum
CHOM U TONBLKO TUXOHbLKO NOXpanbiBan, Tak 4TO Ka3anocb, 6yaTo
B 60uky 3abpanacb Kakas-To Myxa U Tenepb TamM XXYMOKUT.

Hy a /ln Wwu?

ManeHbkas npuHuecca nposena XyTkylo Hovb. Bca ee xpa-
6pocTb ynetyuunacb. OHa cuiena 3a Mewkamu B CBOEM YKPbITHMU
U ymupana ot ctpaxa. Ha kopabne 6bi10 Tak TUXO, YTO OHa yXe
pewwuna, 6yaTO NabiBeT OAHA-OAWUHELWEHbKA NO 6eckpaitHUm npo-
CTOpamM OkeaHa HaBCTpeyy Aukum nupatam. OT 3ITOA MbICAK el
CTano coBcem He no cebe.

Ha BocToke yxe 3aHMManacb 3apf, koraa C tora BApPyr CHoBa
3aAyn BeTep M MOpe nokpbinock cepebpuctoit paboio. B Ty xe
MUHYTY pasfanca KpuK AO30PHOrO, KOTOPLIA BCIO HOYb HEC BaXxTY,
CMAA B CNELnanbHON KOP3WHE HA BEPXYLIKE MayThl:

— Kopa-a-a-a-6nb! [lBuxetcs ¢ iora-a-a-a!

Bce HanpaxxeHHO CTanu BCMaTpuBaTbCs BAaNb. 3aTauB AbixaHue,
OHU NbiTaNUCb OBHapYyXWUTb Cpean MOPCKUX MPOCTOPOB TOYKY, KO-
TOopas morna 6bl 6bITb CyAHOM HEnpuAaTens.

N BOT oHKn yBuaenu ero! OrpomMHbiii kopabnb CNOBHO BbIHLIPHYA
U3 rnybuHol M ctan npubnuxartbca ¢ beweHoi ckopocTblo. OH
wen Ha Bcex napycax. lapyca 6bliM KpOBaBO-KPAaCHOroO LBETa,
a Ha camom 6ONbLWOM U3 HUX, NPAMO Ha CepeawHe, OTYETAUBO
BMAHENACb rMraHTckaa vepHas uudpa 13.

— 370 oHu! — npowentan Axum.

— [fla, ctapuHa, — cka3an Jlykac, — HaduHaetca. Haao nocra-
paTbCsa 3aCTUrHYTb WX BPACNNOX, WHa4Ye OHWU YAAYT OT Hac. Y ux Ko-
pabnsa konoccanbHas CKOPOCTb. Sl TaKMX HUKOTrAQ elle He BCTpedan.

— TpeBora! Tpesora! — pasgancs mowHbii 6ac kanutaHa. —
Csucrate BCcex Hasepx!
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B oAHy MUHYTY BCe 3aHsnu cBou mecta. Marpocel BCTanu
K Nywkam, rotosble B N060M MOMEHT OTKPbITb OroHb. Bce OHM
6611 BOOpYXEHbl — Y Kaxaoro Ha 60Ky Bucena cabns, a 3a nosc
66N 3aTKHYTHI NUCTONETHI.

Monua Habnioaannm oHU 3a Tem, Kak NpubanxaeTca NUPaTCKUA
kopabnb. OH nogoiwen yxe coscem 6aU3KO, UX pa3fensno He
6onbie muau. Ho, cyas no Bcemy, NPOTUBHUK €LLE HE 3ameTun
rony6oro kopabns.

— [Oxum! — pasganca sapyr 4en-To TOHEHbKUA FONOCOK.

3710 /I Wu Bbickounna Ha nanyby u 6pocunacb Kk APY3bAM.
[poxa ot cTpaxa, oHa Buenunaco B Jlykaca.

— Noxanyicta, He Hago! He Hago! — He nomHsa cebsa ot
cTpaxa, Teepauna oHa. — Ckopee nosepHute kopabnb! A xouy
Aomoin! Hy noxanyncra, He Hapo!

TyT npuHuecca pa3pasunacb 6e3yaepXHbIMU Cnesamu u npu
3TOM ApOXana Kak OCMHOBBLIA NIUCT.

— YepT nobepn! — npobopmotan Jlykac ckBo3b 3yObl. — ITOro
HaM TONbKO He xBaTano! YTo xe Tenepb Aenarb?

«3aTeBaTb cxBaTky ¢ YeptoBoi [lioxuHOU, koraa y Tebs Ha
60pTy npuHUEcca, O4eHb PUCKOBaHHO», — noayman Jlykac, yxe
roTOBbI OTKa3aTbCA OT 3aAymaHHoro nnaHa. [xum octonbeHen
OT yxaca.

— Jln Wn! 3ayem Tb 3TO caenana? — TONbKO U CKA3an OH.

— OrtBeaun ee BHU3! — npukasan Jlykac. — W 3anpu ee B Ha-
wei katoTe, Tak 6e3onacHee. 3aecb, HaBepxy, ckopo 6yaer He-
MHOXKO apKo.

— Xopowo, — ckasan [xum u notawun peigaowyio Jin LWu
Ha HUXHIOK nanyby.

Bca uctopus ¢ npuHUECCOR 3aHANA HECKONBKO MWUHYT, HO UMEH-
HO OHWU OKa3anucb pokoBbIMU. MomeHT 6bin ynylieH. Mpubau-
3UBLUMIACA YXe Ha PacCTosiHWE NOAYMUAU NPOTUBHUK OBHapYXUN
3aMackMpOBaHHbIA KOpabnb, TYT e pa3BepHYACA U Ha BCex na-
pycax noHeccs Ha BOCTOK.

— Hapao ux porHate! — 3akpuyan Jlykac.

— B noroHio! — nporpemen kanutaH.

WTypmaH cxBaTuaca 3a wWTypBan, K KOTOPOMY OH AO CUX Nop
He cmen npukacatbcs. N30 Bcex CUN OH KPYTaHyn Koneco, 4Tobbl
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M3MEHUTb KypC. YacTb KOMaHAbl 3aHAnacb napycamu, 4actb oOcCTa-
nacb y nyuwek, npuvBeAeHHuix B 60eByl0 FrOTOBHOCTb. TyT nupat-
CKWit Kopabnb CHOBa Pe3KO U3MEHWUA KYPC WU Tenepb LIeN 3urarom
NpoTUB BETpa Ha Ior.

[XUM TeM BpeMeHem BEPHYICA Ha BepxHIolo nNanyby u 3aHsan
MECTO paaom c Jlykacom. B 3TOT MOMEHT Bpaxkeckoe CyAHO Kak
pa3 NopaBHANOCb C UX kopabnem — mexay HUmMU 6bino He 60nb-
we cta meTpoB. MoXxHO 6bI10 Aaxe pasrnagetb BCIO wwanky. XKyT-
KOro BuAa Tunbl CTOAAM Ha nanybe Bce kak OAMH B OAWHAKOBbIX
no3ax — C WWPOKO PacCTaBAEHHbIMU HOMamu, CO CKPELLEHHbIMU
Ha TPYAW PpYyKamu U C HarNbiMu YXMblaKamu Ha (USMOHOMUSX.
Ho yto 310 Tam Ha kopme? Makcuk! Makcuk, KOTOporo nuparsl
KPENKo MNpuUBA3aNU TONCTEHHBIMU KaHaTamM.

— Makc! — 3akpuyan Oxum. — Mol Tebs cnacem!

— Haao nanbHyTb UM B HOC, — CKa3an kanuTtaH, — 4TOObI
OHU OCTaHOBMAWUCb. MoxeT 6biTb, OHU cAAAYTCA A06POBONLHO?

— He aymaio, — mpayHo otseTun Jlykac, BblHUMaAs TpyOKy
U30 pTa ¥ nNpsyYa ee B KapmaH. — 3Haelwsb, CTapuHa, — ckasan
OH, obpawascb Kk [XumMy, — MHe KaxeTcsl, y Hac ceroagHs Gyaer
Xapkui AeHb.

— OroHb! — ckomaHaoBan kanuTaH, U TyT e pasjancs orny-

WHUTENbHbLIA BLICTPEN. AAPO NAIOXHYNOCb B BOAY NpPSIMO Nepea
HOCOM nupatckoro kopabns.

— Xa-xa-xal — nocnbiwanocb B OTBET, U BCAEA 3a 3TUM NU-
paTtbl FPSIHYAU CBOIO NIOOGUMYIO NECHIO:

Tpunadyams uenoéex HA CYHOYK Mmepmeeud.
Ho-xo0-x0, u 6ymbiaka pomy!

— Hy nagHo, — ckBo3b 3y6bl NPOroBOpuAN KanutaH, — He XOTAT
no-xopowemy, nyctb nonyyar. C nesoro 6opta! MpurotoButbcs!
3apsaxan! Nau!

lecate nywek rpoxHynu kak ofHa. Ha kakoe-To MrHOBeHue Bce
3aBOJIOKN0 NOPOXOBLIM AbIMOM. Koraa AbiM HEMHOro paccesncs,
CTano BMAHO, YTO HENPUATENb YCNen cAenaTb NOBKUA MaHesp,
U BCE AECATb ajep NAIOXHYAUCH B BOAY.

— Pa3BepHyTbc! — CHOBa ckomaHaoBan kanutaH. — A 6bl He
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COBETOBAN 3TUM MAPHAM MEHA 3/UTb, MHa4Ye A MNOKaxXy UM, rae
paku 3umyloT! — ckasan oH, obpawance k Jlykacy.

Ho nupaTtbl TeM BpeMeHEM U3MEHUNU TaKTUKY. Tenepb OHKM He
noanyckanu 6ausko rony6oit kopabnb. OHU TO yaansaauce kyaa-to
K FOPU3OHTY, TakK YTO UX NOYTU He 6GbiNO BUAHO, TO BAPYr pe3Ko
ocTaHaBAMBanucb, 6yaTO NpuKOBaHHLIE K OAHOMY MECTY HeBeAO-
MOW cunoi, a koraa ronyboi kopabnb npubauxancs Ha paccro-
fHWe BbICTpPENa, CHoBa YHOCUAWUCL BAaANb.

3a4em MM 3TO 6bI10 HYXHO? Beab OHM MOrAM MPOCTO CKPBITLCA,
U BCe.

— He 3Halo, YTO OHM TaM 3amblwnsaT, — npobopmotan Ny-
Kac, cABUras Ha 3aTbinok ¢ypaxky, — HO MHe BCE€ 3TO 4TO-TO He
HpaBUTCA. Y MEHA Takoe 4YYBCTBO, YTO OHU HAC XOTAT 3amMaHuTb
B NOBYLLKY.

WU, Haao ckasatb, OH 6bln Heganek OT UCTUHBI.

Yxe yac pnunace noroHs. C yaAMBUTENbHOW NOBKOCTbIO YBeEp-
TbiBasiCb OT BLICTPENOB, MUpaThl BCe Aanblue yBnekanu 3a coboi
rony6oit kopabnb.

W Bapyr, kak NO MaHOBEHUIO BONWEOHOW Nanoyku, BCE u3-
MEHWUNOCb BOKPYr — He6O 3aBONOKNO YEepHbIMU Tydamu, mope
BCNeHWnocb u 3abypauno. Peskuit BeTep Haayn napyca. Bonbl
CTaHOBMAUCL BCE BbilLE U Bbllle. TEMHOTa Cryujanacb Haj MOpPEM.

— OHM TAHYT Hac B camblil TanmgyH! — kpukHyn Jlykac kanura-
HY W NOAXBaTUA CBOIO hypaxky, KOTOPYIO YyTb HE CAYNAO BETPOM.

— TouHo! — ckasan kanutaH. — Camoe pa3ymHoe byaet ocra-
BUTb NOKa NOrOHIO M Kak MOXHO CKOpEe BbINTU U3 3TOW ONACHOW
30Hbl.

— HasepHoe, Tak, — cornacuncsa Jlykac.

— PasBopauuBaemca! — nporpemen CBOUM 3bl4HbIM [O/I0COM
kanutaH. Ho HanpacHO OHW Aymanu, 4TO HenpuATenb BOT Tak
3aMpocTo AacT UM yuTu. MNupatbl TOAbKO TOro W XAaann. Ha 60nb-
LWOM CKOPOCTM OHU O6orHanu ronyboit kopabnb n oTceknu nyTb
K OTCTYNNEHMIO.

— Hy, ceityac Bbl Y MeHs nonasweTte! — nposopuan BHe cebs
OT ApocTu kanutaH. — Ha kopme! Mpurotosutbcal 3apsaxan! MNau!

WU cHoBa rpsHyn 3ann u3 aecatu opyaun. Ha cen pa3 aapa no-
nanu npamo B uenb. Ho 4to 3T0? BmecTo TOro 4tO6LI pasHecTy
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B WeENKU Bpaxecknin kopabnb, sgpa TONbKO CTYKHYAUCbL O 60pT
U, OTCKOYMUB KaK MAYMKM, nonetenn obpatHo. MuHyTa — u BOT
yxe Bce AecATb saep C TPeckom najaioT Ha nanyby cob6cTBeHHOro
kopabns.

— KaHanbu! — paskHyn Jlykac. — Y HuUx OGpOHMPOBaHHLIM
kopabnb!

CkBO3b AMKOe 3aBbiBaHWE BeTpa CAbLIWHO 6bLNO, Kak HagpbiBa-
IOTCA OT XOXOTa NMUpaTthl, 3aTAHYBLUWE CHOBA 3aNMXBATCKYIO NECHIO:

Ho-xo-x0, u 6ymoLika pomy!..

— Bce paBHO He yigeTe OT meHA! — npopbidan CKBO3b 3yObl
kanutaH. — OroHb! — ckomaHaoBan OH.

CHoBa Bce 3aBONOKNO AbIMOM OT nopoxa. U cHoBa agpa sep-
HynucL obpatHo. C OrNywWUTENbHBIM WYMOM NAIOXHYAUCh OHU Ha
nany6y ronyboro kopabns.

— Xsatut! — 3akpuyan Jlykac. — Pa3se Bbl He BUAUTE, 4TO
OT Hawe#h nanbbbl HMKAKOrO MPOKY? — cKasan OH, obpalascb
K KanutaHy.

— Tak 4TO Xe npukaxere genarb? — MpopblMan B OTBET Ka-
nuTaH.

— Haao nonbiTatbca yintu oT Hux! — pewwun Jlykac.

Ho nerko cka3atb — yinTtu! He Tak-To 3TO NpocTto. Tenepb

nUMpatbl Hayanu nanutb U3 nywek. OHM o6pywnnn Ha umnepa-
TOpckuit kopabnb uenblit wkBan orHa. MupaTbl He AaBanu emy
CABUHYTLCA C MECTa, OHM NOAXOAUANN TO CNeBa, TO CNpaBa U Npu
3TOM nNanuau 6e3 OCTaHOBKM.

Ho-xo0-xo0, u 6ymoiaka pomy!..

— BO BCIO FNOTKY pacneBanu OHM.

BeTep, AyBWMWA C HEBEPOATHON CUNOW, BAPYr Hayan Bectu cebs
COBCEM CTPaHHO: Kak 06e3ymeBwWHiA OH Hanetan 1o C cesepa, TO
C iora, a NOTOM BAPYr CO CBUCTOM ODOpYyLUIMBANCA C BOCTOKA, YTOOHI
yXe yepe3 CekyHAy Habpocutbca ¢ 3anaga. lonybuie wenkosble
napyca knoubamu 6ontanucb Ha pesx.

— TaiipyH! — kpukHyn JNlykac kanutaHy. — 370 OH!
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Aa, 310 6bin TaidyH. Apkas MONHUSA CBEPKHY/NA Ha YEPHOM
Hebe M Cco BCei cunbl WapaxHyna Npamo B 60AbLUYIO MAYTy UM-
nepatopckoro kopabns. Mauta BCnbixHyna kak ¢aken u B OAHY
cekyHay cropena. OrnywuTensHo rpoxotan rpom. Bsgbimanuch
Ao Heba n c pesom obpywnBanucb Ha kopabnb rpomagHuie BOA-
Hbl. Bce cmewanoce B 3TOM HeuctoBom Buxpe. Kasanocs, 6yarto
pa3Bep3fnace cama NPEeUCNoAHAs U BbIWAW OTTyaa Ha BOAIO BCE
yepHble AbABONLCKUE CUAbl. Ha uccuHa-yepHom Hebe To U aeno
BCNbIXMBAAN MOJIHUK, BCE BOKPYr COTPACANOCH OT MOLLHLIX YAapoB
rPOMa, He NpeKpaLlaioWerocs HU Ha cekyHAy. Ko Bcemy npodemy
XNbIHYN XYTKWA NuBeHb. MOTOKU BOALI HU3BEPranucb C Takon Cu-
Noi, Y10 pasdylueBaBLIeecs MOPE NPEBPATUNOCH B OAHY CM/IOLWHYIO
NeHy U HaNnOMWHANO Tenepb KUNALLEE MONOKO. B kako#n-To cre-
NeHU 3TOT AUBEHb NPULLENCH OYEHb KCTaTW, ecau Boobuie B Ta-
KOW CUTyaLuu MOXeT ObiTb 4TO-HMOYAb KCTaT, — Kak 6bi TO HU
66110, AOXAEBbLIE CTPYW He AABaNu PasropeTbCs OrHIO, KOTOPbIi
TO 1 Aeno BcnbixuBan Ha ronybom kopabne.

CrpawHoe 310 6bl10 3penuuie: vyepHoe He6o, 6enoe mope,
a MexXay HWUMM, Kak ABe CKOPAYNKU CPeAU HEUCTOBOW CTUXUU, —
ABa kopabns — rony6oi U KpoBaBO-KPACHLIN.

MpaBaa, nupatam TandyH 6bin HUNovyem. Nx kopabnb Kak
AenbUH HOCUACA NO BOAHAM, BbIHbIpUBAsA TO TYT, TO Tam, W Haa
MOpeMm Hecnacb nuxas pa3bonHWU4Ybs NECHN:

Tpunadyamv uenosex Ha CyHOyx mepmeeya.
Ho-xo0-xo0, u 6ymoviika pomy!

ITeil, u dvsieon mebs dogedem 00 KoHua.
Ho-xo-xo0, u 6ymviaka pomy!

Bpems oT BpemeHu nupatel nanwan no ronybomy kopabaio, ot
KOTOPOro WU TaK yXe MOo4YTW HuUYero He octanocb. OH pacceindncs
NpAMO Ha rnasax. lNepBbiM okasancs 3a 6optom wrypmaH. Orpom-
Has BONHA C WYMOM o06pywunack Ha kopabnab M cmblna ero
c moctuka. [paBaa, OH ycnen yxBaTUTbCA 3a KYCOK OOLIMBKM,
M 3TO JaNn0 eMmy BO3MOXHOCTb AepxaTbC Ha nnaBy. Kopabnb,
ocTaBlUMiiCA 6e3 ynpaBneHMs, O0ka3ancs Tenepb BO BAACTU CTUXUU.
Moa HaTuckom 6ypu OH CKpunen U Tpewan No BCEM LIBaM.
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Nykac kpenko npuxan k cebe [xuma, a Apyrow pykon yue-
nUACA 3a pelo, OCTaBWYIOCA OT GONLLIOW MauThl.

— Huyero He noaenaews, OXuM, — C TPyAOM NEPEBOAR Abi-
xaHue, cka3an oH. — Tenepb HYXHO A0XAaTbCA, NOKa 3TU TUNbI
nepenayT Ha Haw kopabnb.

JIvBeHb NpekpaTUNCA Tak Xe HEOXWAAHHO, Kak M Havancs.
MupaTbl Nepectanu NanuTb U Yepe3 CekyHAYy MOAOLIAU BRNOTHYIO
K ronybomy kopabnio. Mupatckuin kopabnb Beceno noanpuirusan
Ha B3A4bIMAIOWIMXCA BOAHAX, a paaom 6e3xusHeHHO 6ontanuch
OCTaHKM TOro, 4YTO elle COBCEM HeAaBHO 6blNO rocyaapCTBEH-
HbiM kopabnem Kutas. MoataHys 6arpamu 3Ty pa3butyio nocy-
AWHY, NUpaTbl BbIHYAU CBOM Cabau U C AUKUMU KpUKamMu CTanu
nepenpbirueate Ha 60pT nobexaeHHoro kopabnsa. [a, csupenee
W oTBpatuTenbHee (UIMOHOMUIA, NoXanyi, TpyaHo 6bino cebe
BOO6pasnTb. Ko BceMy npoyemy, BCce OHU 6blNM NOXOXW APYr Ha
Apyra kak ABe Kanau BOAbI.

— QJasan, [xum, snepea! — 3akpuyan Jlykac. — Haapo cnacatb
Makcuka!

N apysba 6pocunnce B camyio ryuly NpoTuBHuKa. Jlykac noa-
LUenun rae-to TAXENYIo XenesHyio Nanky v Tenepb NPOKAaAbiBan
elo cebe agopory. [xum, CNpATaBWMACA 3a €ro WHUPOKOH CNUHOW,
CTapancs He OTCTaBaTb.

Ckopo OHM yxe po6panucb A0 TOro MecCTa, rae CToAN Napo-
Bo3uk. Mo nytu Jlykac otobpan y oaHoro u3 nupatoB cabnio,
Aa euie crpe6 ero B Oxanky M CNYCTUN C NECTHULbI, TaK YTO TOT
BBEPX TOpMallkamu noneten npamo B Tpiom. MoTom OH paspy-
6un cabnein kaHatbl, KOTOpbIMU ObIN NpuBA3aH Makcuk, U BMecTe
¢ [IXMMOM nepekaTun ero no UCKOPEXEHHBIM NOPYYHAM Ha 6OpT
MMNEpaTopCKoro kopabns, BepHee TOro, YTO OT HEr0 OCTanoCh.

YBuaes 3710, nupatsl 3axram dakensl U CTanu 6pocaTbCa UMM,
YacTb nagana B BOAY, HO HEKOTOpLIE BCe Xe AoneTann A0 rony6o-
ro kopabnsa. Heckonbko cakenos nonano B KNajoBKy, r4e paHblue
npatanace JinlWun. Ckopo 13 Bcex Lienei NOBaMUN FYCTOW AbIM.

KoHe4yHO, KOMaHAa umnepaTopckoro kopabna npesocxoauna no
YUCNEHHOCTU NPOTUBHUKA. HO MHOrux yxe cmblno 3a 6opT, a apy-
TUX CKUHYMM B BOAY Mupatbl. M, Y4eCTHO rosops, Aaxe ecau 6ol ux
6610 B gecATb pa3 Gonblue, 3TO HUYero He meHano. C Takumu
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3A0POBEHHLIMU MOJIOALAMM, KOTOPbLIM, Ka3anocCb, CaM 4YepT He
6par, um 6bl BCe paBHO 6biNO He cnpaBuUTbCA. W3 Bceid KOMaHAb
ocTanacb NUWb Xankaa Kyyka marpocoBs, KOTOpbie NPOAOAXANM
OTY4afHHO cpaxaTtbcs ¢ pasboiHukamu. Ho nocteneHHO nuparb
OAONENN U 3TUX NOCNEeAHUX CMenbyakos. CBA3aB NOBEPXEHHbIX
MaTpoCoOB NO PpyKam M HOram, OHWU nepetawunnm ux k cebe Ha
kopabnb.

Koraa Havanacb 6yps, MuHr MMOHr OYHYNCS HAKOHeL, OTO CHa.
KoHeyHO, NOMOYb OH HUYEM He MOr, U MO3TOMY €My Hu4yero
He OCTaBanoCb Aenatb, kak 6e3y4acTHO HabnioAaTb 3a >KECTOKOM
cxBaTkoi. flonbwe Bcex conpotuBnancs Jlykac. OH apanca kak
nes. N Tonbko Koraa Ha Hero HaBaAUAUCL pa3omM cemepo nupa-
TOB 13 YeprtoBoin [I0XKMUHLI, €My npuwnocb caatbes. Munr MNowr
BUAEN, Kak nupartbl cBA3anu Jlykaca u nepertawnau ero Ha CBOW
kKopabnb, a TaM OTKPbLIM KAKOW-TO JIOK W LWBbLIPHYAU €ro BHM3,
B 6ecnpocseTHyio TbMy. Hy a rae xe Bce 310 Bpems 6bin [xum?

OH ycnen He3ameTHO 3abpaTbCs Ha NOCNEAHIOI MauyTy, OCTaB-
Wylocs Lenoi U HeBpeauMOMN, HO OrOHb Aobpancs u cloaa. Asbiku
NAameHn Nu3anu peun, U BOT yxe BCNbIXHYAW NocnefHne o6pbiBKM
ronyboro napyca. 3a AblMOM, KOHeuyHO, [lxuma He 6bl10 BUAHO,
HO Tak OH MOr 3anpocTo 3aA0xHyTbcA. lNnama noagHUmanocb Bce
Bbile M Bbilwe. Boibopa He 6bin0, [XXUM NOlWen Ha PUCKOBAHHDINA
war — AoxAaBwwucb, koraa oba kopabns conpukocHytca 6op-
TAMU, OH OTTOJIKHYNACH CO BCEN CUAbLI U NEepeMaxHyn K nupatam.
EMy yaanocb yuenuTbCs 3a CHacTU, U Tenepb OH BUCEN HA mauTte,
6onTasch cpeau KpoBaBO-kpacHbix napycos. CBepxy emy 6bino
BMAHO, Kak Nupatbl 0ObICKUBANM MMNepaTopckuii kopabnb — OHU
obwapuau ero csepxy AoOHU3y, Hawau fin LWn n 6pocnnu ee
K APYrMM NAEHHbIM, NOTOM cobpanu Bce opyxue, 6oenpunacsl,
LeHHble Bewu u nepertawmnm k cebe.

MNMOKOHYMB C ITUM, OHU 3aNOXUAU B TpioM ronyboro kopabns
nobonbwe nNOpoxy, caenann ANUHHbIA GUTUAL U NOAOXIAN €ro.
3atem OHM 6bICTPEHbKO nepeckounan k cebe Ha kopabab, KOTOPLIA
TYT e pa3BepHyAncs n nocnewun ybparbcs noganblie OT ONACHOrO
mecta. He ycnen oH OTOMTU M Ha CTO METPOB, Kak pasjanca oray-
WMTENbHbIA B3pbIB, U MMNEpPaTOpCkuit kopabab B3neTen Ha BO3AYX.
Ero pa3opsano Ha ABe 4acTu, KOTOpble TYT e ywnau Noj BOAY.
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[Xum ycnen 3ameTuTb, Kak MenbkHyn B BOAOBOpOTE GnecTALui
KOTeN ManeHbKoro napoB03a, HO Yepe3 CeKyHAy ero nornoruna
MOPpCKas Ny4yuHa.

— Makeuk! — TUXOHbKO BCKpUKHYN [xum, u aBe 6onbuue
CNE3UHKU CKaTUAUCL FOPOLIMHAMKM MO ero YepHbIM Liekam. — Moi
munbin Makcuk!

Octatkn kopabns pa3meTano BO BCe CTOPOHb — TYT U Tam
BUAHENUCb Kakue-TO AOCKW, perku, NAaHku, a 4yTb noojanb Ka-
yanacb Ha BonHax Hebonblwasa NoXaHb, yHOCUMAA TeYeHWeM B He-
BeaOMble Kpad. M3 noxaHu Topyan pasHOUBETHbIR 30HTUK [uHr
MoHra. Ho [Xum, KOHEYHO, 06 3TOM HWUYEro He 3Han.

FrAMABA RABAALUATD TPETDbA,
8 xomopoll kopabab ¢ KP08a8o-KPACHLIMU Napycamu
npubwvieaem 6 Cmpany, Komopoit bbumv He /[oadxcHo

Koraa Jlykac O4YHyncsa, OH He MOr roHavany MOHATbL, A€ OH
M 4TO C HUM. Bokpyr 6bINO TEMHO XOTb FAa3 BLIKOAKU, TONLKO
CNbILWHO 6bINO Ybe-TO POBHOE AblXaHMe.

— 3i! — wenoTtom no3san oH. — EcTb TyT KTO-HMOYAbL?

— 37O Bbl, FOCNOAUH MALWIUHUCT? — MOCALILWANCA B OTBET rONOC
KanuTaHa, KOTOpbil TOXe CTapanca roBopuTb Kak MOXHO Tuwe. —
Xopowo, 4To Bbl Npuwau B cebs, a T0 mbl yxe 60811Cb, YTO Bbl
ymepnu.

— AX, 370 Bbl, kanutaH! — obpagosancs Jlykac. — A KTO ewie
3/eCb ecTb?

— 34ecb 5 M OAMHHAALATL YNEHOB MOEN KOMaHAbl, — OTBETUN
kanutaH. — Mbl BCce cBfA3aHbl. A Hawa ManeHbkasa npuHuecca

NeXUT pafoM co MHoi. OHa HUyero, B NOpsaAKe, HACKONbKO 3TO,
KOHEYHO, BO3MOXHO B TakoW CUTyauuu.

— A 470 Tam Takoe 6abaxHyno? — MCNyraHHbIM rONOCOM CMpo-
cuna npuHuecca.

— Ckopee Bcero, 3To nupatbl B3opBaan Haw kopabnb, — Bbl-
cKasan npeanonoXeHne KanuTaH.
— A [xum lyroska? — cnoxsatunca Jlykac. — [ae oH?
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HuKTO He 3Han.

— Axum, — no3Ban Jlykac u nonbiTanca pasopsaTb CBA3bI-
BaBwuWe ero BepeBku. — Ero HeT 3gecb? Kro-Hubyab Buaen ero?
[ae mon apyr?

BepeBku Tonbko rnybxe Bnuaucb B Teno, u Jlykac octasun 6e3-
HajexXHble NonbiTku ocBo6oANTLCA OT NyT. Bouapunach rHetyuias
TUWKHA. Yepe3 HEeKOTOpOoe BpeMsa B TEMHOTE MNOCALIWANOCL Ybe-TO
BCXNUNbiBaHMe. 2To nnakana Jin LWn.

— [xum, aoporon Axum! — AOHOCMNOCL CKBO3b PbiAaHUA. —
MNouemy s Tebs He nocnywanacb! Ax, [xum, noyemy s 6bina
TaKON CKBEPHON AeBYOHKOWM!

— Canwkom nos3gHo, Jiu Wn, — caaBneHHbIM ronocom ckasan
Nlykac. — Cnunwkom no3gHo!

dxvum Bce 3TO Bpems Bucen Ha mayte. OH CTpalWHO 3ameps.
Mokpas oaexaa npuaunna k teny. OT xonoAa y Hero 3y6 Ha
3y6 He nonagan. OH Becb 3ako4YeHeN, HO NPOAOMXAN AepXKaTbCS
3a cHacTu. bypsa euwie He KOHYMNACb, XYTKUA BETEp NO-NPeXHeMy
HOCUANCA Haja paccBupenesBlUeil MOPCKOW MYYUHOW, WU FUraHTCKue
BOMHLI C PEBOM B3AbIManuUCb K HeHecam, 4ToObl NOTOM C AUKUM
FPOXOTOM PYXHYTb BHU3.

Ho BeTep — 23TO euwe kyaa HuM wno. Xyxe 6bino apyroe.
3aecb, HaBepxy, kauyka ouiyuianacb ropasgo CMNbLHEE, 4em ecnu
cToaTb Ha nanybe. XXMM CKOpPO yXe COBCEM MnepecTan NOHUMATb,
rae Bepx, rae Hu3. Y Hero CTpawHO KpyxXunacb ronosa, ero
MyTMNO 1 Boobuie 6biNO0 Tak Xyao, kak Hukorga. Ho otyasHue
npuAasano emy CUAbl, U OH NpPOAOAXKAN AepXaTbCsA, NOTOMY
YyTO 3Han — 4vero O6bl 3TO HWU CTOMNO, HO HYXHO OCTaTbCH He-
3aMeyeHHbIM, UHayve Bce nponano! Beab, kpome Hero, HeKOMy
0cB060AUTL NNEHHUKOB.

Axum cTucHyn 3y6ul. OH Hagesancs, 4to Byps paHO UAM NO3AHO
ynaxerca. U ewe. BeAb ApakoOH, KaxeTcs, c€Kasan, 4Tto nuparkl
HanpasnsioTca Kk bonbwomy Maruuty. A Tam 6yaer noamora —
Henomyk u Ywaypuwyym.

Echn 661 Jkum 3Han, Kyaa Ha CamoMm Aene AepXuT NyTb Nu-
patckuii kopabnb! OH, HaBepHOe, He Bblagepxan 6bl Takoro rono-
BOKPYXUTeNbHOro nyrtewecrsua. Mupatbl yxe AasHO pasaymanu
BCTPEYaATbCA C APAKOHUXON. ITO HEOXMAAHHOE HanajaeHue Aa
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oKasanucb nupartbl, Noxanyi, ewe cseT He BuabiBan! CHayana
OHW cAenann HeCckoNbKO KPYroB Ha NEpBOM BUTKE CNUpani,

CTapascb CpaBHATLCA CO CKOPOCTbIO Bpaw,eHUs BOAHbLIX Mmacc.
Kopabnb nnbin Bce 6bicTpee u 6biCTpee, yBneKaemblii CTpemu-
TeNbHBIM TeyeHuem. Tenepb OH yXe NOAYUHANCA HEBEAOMOW
cune, Kotopas Tailiuna ero nNO cnupanun BCe Bbille U BblWe, BCe
Bpems HaBepx. Kasanocb, 4TO cmMepy 3arnotun kopabnb, emy
CyXAEHO CruHYTb B 3TOW ruraHTckon Tpybe, 3usiouiei NycToTOM,
KOTOpas HEeYKJAOHHO 3acacbiBana €ro BHYTPb.

HeoxnaaHHO kopabnb BbIHECNO HAa TBEpPAYIO MO4YBY, U OH NO-
KaTun, Kak napoBo3, NO KaKUM-TO YAUBUTENbHBIM penbcam, cep-
NaHTUHOM O6BMBABLIMM BbLICOKYIO CKanucTyio ropy. Hekotopoe
Bpemsa kopabnb no uHepuuu asurancs Bnepea, Ho 6e3 BeTpa
NapycHMK Aaneko He yeaeT, TaKk 4YTO B KOHUE KOHLUOB OH OCTa-
HOBWUACA, — 34€Cb, Kak U B Hegpax CTpawHo#i Tpybbl, Lapuno
nonHoe 6e3seTpue.

[Xum, KOTOpLI BCE 3TO Bpems CMAEN HAa MayTe, YUEnuBLIUCH
3a CHacTu, He cpa3y npuwen B cebs nocne Takoro nyTewwecTBus.
OH 6bI1 B Kakom-TO nonybeccosHatenbHom coctosiHuu. Cobpas-
WKUCb C CUNamu, OH Ornsaencs nNo CcrtopoHam. lopa, Ha KkoOTO-
pyto BblHecno kopabnb, npeacraBnsna coboit BLICOYEHHYIO Tpo-
MaauHy — HaBepHsaka 60/blue ThICAYU METPOB: KyAd HU KUHELb
B3rnaa, NOBCIOAY TONbKO KAMEHWUCTbIE KPy4Yu, OT KOTOpbIX BeeT
XYTblo, 3ybuyarble ycTynbl, rnybokue pacuiennHbl, CNOBHO COTHU
TbICAAY MONHWUWA YAAPUAN KAK-TO Pa3oOM B YEPHYIO MaxuHy, U OHa
pasbexanacb NO BCEM LUBAM.

A ckonbko TyT 6bI10 newep u newepok! B coyetaHuu ¢ HaBu-
calowumn rnbibamu, HaNOMWUHABLLUMMU YEM-TO Ny3blpU, OHU NpU-
AaBanu rope CxXOACTBO C ruraHTckoi rybkoi. Ko Bcemy npouemy,
nO BCEW NOBEPXHOCTU LWAN KaKUE-TO KpaCHbi€ XWUNbl, KOTOpbie
Mep3kMMHK Lynanbuammu o6BMBANU MpaYHYIO FOpPYy CBEPXY AOHM3Y.

3AeCb-TO U Haxoaunacb yxacHas CrpaHa, Kotopoi bhITb
He AonxHo.

Ana Ttoro ytobbl CTaNo NOHATHO, MOYEMY 3Ta CTpPaHa HOCUT
Takoe CTpaHHOE Ha3BaHWe, HYXHO Koe-4To 0b6bscHuTL. [lpaBaa,
AxuMy Toraa Toxe Hekomy 6bino O6BACHUTL, B Yem TyT Aeno.
A f[eno B TOM, 4YTO Ha 3emne BCe OCTPOBAa M ropbl HaxoAaTCs
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Tam, rae UM MNonoxeHo 6biTb camoin npupoAok. Bce — HO TONbKO
He Ta 4yyjoBuiliHas ropa, kotopylo ysuaen [xum. lovemy oHa
BO3HWUKNA Tam, rae el He nonoxeHo ObiTb, Mbl y3HaeM HEMHOro
no3xe. Kak 6bl Tam HU 6bINO, FNaBHOE, YTO Ha TOM CamMOM MecCTe,
rAe Tenepb TOpYaau MpayHble yTecbl, JOMKHO 6bIN0 ObiTb TONBLKO
rnagkoe mope u BeTep, KOTOpbiih Mor 6bl rynate cebe Tyaa-cioaa
no 6eckpaiiHum npoctopam. M BOT OTTOrO, YTO HEKOTOPbLIE CUAbI
HapyLWWAW U3BECTHbIA MOPAAOK, CTUXUM BO3MYTUAUCHL U MPUHANNUCH
6yweBaTb. OxBa4YeHHbIE CNENOI APOCTLIO, HaNeTeAU OAHOBPEMEHHO
CO BCeX CTOPOH BeTPbl U CXJAECTHYAUCb ApYr C Apyrom. 3akpy-
XUUCb OHU B GECKOHEYHOM HEUCTOBOM BUXpe BOKPYr TOW ropsl,
KOTOpas NpecnokOoMHO ocTaBanacb cebe CTOATb, CKpbiTas Tenepb
OT BHEWHero mupa NIOTHOW CTeHoW 06pa3oBaBLIErOCs BOAAHOIO
CMepya Ha TOM CaMOM MecCTe, rAe OHa BO3HWKNA KOrAa-TO BOMpPEKw
BCEM 3aKOHam NpPUPOAbI.

Axum BuAen, Kak nupatsl NepeTawiuauM BCe YKpajeHHoe C ro-
ny6oro kopabna B oaHy u3 6onblwunx newep. 3aTem HacTan yepej
nAeHHbIX. WX NupaTel 3arHanu B Ty Xe newepy — cHa4ana kanu-
TaHa, NOTOM OAWMHHAaAUATb MaTpocos, NoTom Jlu LWu, nocneaHum
BuiBenun Jlykaca.

Mepea Tem kak coiTu Ha Geper, Jlykac elie pa3 OKWHYn B3rns-
AOM NUpaTCkuii Kopabnb — HeU3BECTHO, TO AW OH cAenan 370
MaLLUHaNBHO, TO /I Kakoe-TO NpeAvyBCTBUE NOACKA3aN0 €My, HO,
TaK WAWM MHa4e, OH B3rNAHYN Ha napyca — U cepAue ero 3abunocb
OT pajocTu. Tam cpeAu KpOBaBO-KpacHbIX MapycoB mesibkHyna Ha
MrHOBEHUE 3HAKOMas YepHas MopAawka. IT0 ANMAOCH Kakue-To
AONN CeKYHABbI, U Bce xe [um ycnen kuBHyTb Jlykacy, a noTom
CHOBa Mcye3 M3 BMAY. HW OAMH MycKyn He APOTrHyA Ha nuue
Jlykaca, HU OAHWUM ABUXEHMWEM OH He BblAaN CBOEro BOJIHEHUA.
Tonbko B rnasax ero BCMbIXHYA BeCeNblii OroHek U TyT Xe norac.
Ho 370 Mor 3ameTuTb TONbKO O4eHb BHUMATENbHbI Habnioaarens.
Mupatbl e HUYero He 3anoAO03pUAH.

Bce ywnu, u Axum octanca Ha kopabne oauH. OH cHavana
60sncs, 4TO NupaTbl Ha4yHYT ybupaTb napyca M Toraa Henpe-
MEHHO HanayT ero. [kum BeAb He 3HaN, 4YTO OHU HUKOTAa He
ybupaioT napycos u aepxat kopabnab B nocTosHHOW 60eBOW
FOTOBHOCTH.
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MMupaTtbl CKpbLIANCL B Heapax ropbi U AOATO0 He nokasbiBa-
Nncb, Tak 410 y [Axuma 6b10 AOCTAaTOYHO BpemeHu, 4TOObI
kak cnepyer ocmotperbca. OH AOAr0O BrAAALIBANICA B YEPHYIO
TOALWY B3BUXPEHHOW CMepyemM BOAbI, KOTOpas CTEHOW BCTaBsa-
na po camoro Heba, onoscLiBas MpavHylo ropy, u npu 3Tom
Bpawanacb ¢ 6eweHoi ckopocTbio. CkBO3b CTEHbI 6bIAN BUAHBI
BCNLILWKW MOJIHWUA, KOTOpPble OAHA 3a ApPYron YyAapanucb CHa-
PyXu O cTeHku chaHTacTuyeckoro cronba. Axum nOCTENEHHO
NPUBLIK K HEUCTOBOMY FYAEHUIO, KOTOpPOE He npekpailanocb
3aecb HU Ha cekyHAY. OH ero noytu He cavlwan. Bnpouem, OH
Tenepb BoOOWeE HU4Yero He cabiwian. flaxe MOLLHbIX packaToB
rpoma, KOTopble TO U Aeno coTpsacann Bo3ayx. OH kak 6yaTo
ornox. Ero B3rnaag MeANeHHO CKOAb3WUA MO CTeHam, NOAHUMAACH
BCe Bbiwe u Bblwe. U BOT, koraa [lxum coscem yxe 3aapan
ronosy, 41066l MOCMOTpPETHL, YTO TamM AeflaeTCcA HaBepxy, OH
pasnuMuun rae-tTo Apaneko-paneko ManeHbkuih Kycodek Heba,
npornaabiBaBlWiMiA CKBO3b Kpyrnoe oteBepctue Tpybui. OTcloaa
OH HanoOMWHan 4Yen-To rnas, KOTOPLIN HEBO3MYTUMO B3upaeT
Ha BCe npoucxoasdilee.

«B BYPE Y3PUWIb Tbl OKO, CBET EfO OTKPOET TEBE 3BE3-
AY...» — npoHecnocb B ronose y [lxuma.

«BoTt uTO, OkasbiBaetca, umen B Bnay ApakoH! Ho kak xe mHe
3an0Ny4YnTb 3B€3aY, KOTOpas AONXHA NOABUTLCA Tam, HaBepxy, —
npu ycnoBuM, KOHEYHO, €CAN OHA AENUCTBUTENbHO MOABUTCA?»

Yxe paBHO HacTynun Beuyep. HO Hukakux 3Be3q Ha Hebe He
66110 BUAHO. [>KUM NOAOXAAN elle HEMHOXKO W, KOraa COBCEM
CTEMHENO, OCTOPOXHO CNe3 C MauThl, OrMAHYACA NO CTOPOHAaM,
cnpeirHyn Ha 6eper u, kpaayducb, npobpancs B newiepy, kyAa
ywnu nupatbl BMECTe CO BCEMU MAEHHbIMYU.

Boiias B newepy, OH yBuaen pasberaiowmecs B pasHble CTO-
POHbI KOpUAOPLI U KOPUAOPYMKKU. OAHU K3 HUX OblAKU BEANYMHON
C TYHHenb, Apyrne — He 6onbwe 06LIKHOBEHHON BOAOMNPOBOAHOM
Tpy6bi, a HEKoTOpble BLIMNSAENN WU COBCEM KpOLWeYHbIMU. bblno
Takoe OwWyLIeHUe, YTO OH U BNpsAMb NPobUpaeTcs CKBO3b FUraHT-
CKyl0 rybky, HO KaMeHHble CTeHbl 6blnu TBEPAbIMU U BnecTAWUMNY,
Kak 4YepHoe CTekno.
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B 3Tom nabupuHTe HU4ero He cTomno 3abnyanTbCcs, HO MUPaThI,
K CYyacTblo, YKpPenuau no CTeHam TOro MNpoxoAa, KOTOPbIM OHWU
06bIKHOBEHHO NO/b30BaNUChL, ropawue gakens.

N3BUNUCTBIN NPOXOA Ben B Heapa ropel. Mectamu OH BApYr
CYXancs, U HyXHO 6blI0 MATU COrHYBLUMCb B TpU norubenu, a no-
TOM HEOXWAAHHO CHOBa PacCLIMPANCHA, U TOrAa MOXHO O6blNO yXe
He 60ATbCA, YTO CTYKHELWbCS ronoBoin O notonok. Mo aopore no-
naganucb pasHble KOMHaTbl — MPOCTOPHbIE, KaK HACTOALMUE 3andl,
U MmaneHbkue, Hanopgobue knagoBoOk. 3Aecb XpaHunacb BCAKan
BCAYMHA: OpyXMHe, NapycuHa, KaHaTtbl, BEpeBKM.

Yem panbwe wen [xum, Tem cnabee CTaHOBUNOCHL ryAeHue,
AoHocuBlieecs U3 rnybuHsl 6esymHoro BogosopoTta. HakoHeu, Bce
CTUXNO0. Tenepb OH CAbIWAA TO/ILKO CBOWU OCTOPOXHbIE Liarn U CTyK
cob6cTBEHHOrO cepaua.

Yepes HekoTOpoe Bpems cloga Ao6asuauCh Hosble 3Byku. «Mo-
X0-Xx0, U 6yTbinka pomyl» — Hecnocb NpUrnyweHHoe neHue
OTKyAa-TO M3 rNyO6uHbI, a 3aTeM MOCALILANCA AUKUIA XOXOT. [XKUM
nocrapasca CTynatb Kak MOXHO Tule. HaBepHoe, nupatel rae-To
coBcem 6nu3ko.

Tenepb OH MOl pasnuuUTb Aaxe OTAeNbHble ronoca. Kopu-
AOp, NO KOTOpOMY wwen [Ium, ewe pas BUNbHYN, U, KOrAa
ManbunKk OCTOPOXHO BLIFNAHYN U3-3a yrna, OH yBuaen nepej
co6010 AOBONLHO NPOCTOPHLIA 3an, a nocepeanHe 60NbWO
KOCTep, BOKpPYr KOTOPOro pacnofoXuance nupaTtel — KTO CUAS,
KTO nexa.

Buaumo, [Ixum nonan B cameiit pasrap yXuHa — nupatel ynne-
Tann 3a ob6e LWekn NOpoCeHka, KOTOPOro 3axapwuiau Ha seprene.
BooOpyXuBLIUCL KUHXanamu, OHU OTTANLIBAAU OT NOPOCAYbER TyLIU
OrpOMHble KyCku. UX rpomMkoe 4aBkaHbe Pa3sHOCU/IOCL MO BCEMY
3any u ponetano gaxe Ao [Jxuma, KOTOpuid Habnaoaan 3a Tpane-
301 u3-3a yrna. O6rnogaHHble KOCTU Mpupatsl 3anpocToO LWBLIPAAN
npaAmMo Ha non. Y kaxaoro nupara ewe 6bina CBOA KpyXka, B KO-
TOPYIO HanUBanNCs PoOM U3 OFPOMHON GOYKU — BHINLIOT KPYXKY,
W Aasain cneayouwyio.

OT oAHOro BuAa XUPHOro MNOpPoCeHKa U anneTUTHbiX 3ana-
x0B y [lXuma npamo B rnasax NOMyTMNOCb. B XuBoTe OTHaAAHHO
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rNABA ABAAUATL YETBEPTAA,
8 xomopotl Jxcum y3naem,
ymo maxoe Oxo Bypu, u Haxodum 36e30y

MupaTbl 661K BCe-Taku 340pOBO NOXOXW Apyr Ha apyral Mpsa-
MO He OoTAuuuWb. Bce B OAMHAKOBBLIX WAANAX C OAUHAKOBBLIM
PUCYHKOM — Ha KaxAon cnepean KpacoBanuCb 4epen u KOCTH,
BCEe B OAMHAKOBLIX MECTPbIX KypTKax, ronybwix wwaposapax U Bbl-
COoKmMx canorax. Y Kkaxaoro 3a noscom 3aTkHYT MUCTONET, HOX
W KuHxan. fla u BO BCEM APYrOM OHW HUYEM HE OTANYANUCH:
OAMHAKOBOrO pOCTa, C OAMHAKOBLIMU (PU3NOHOMUAMMU — HOC
KPIOYKOM, ANUHHIOUNE YCbi, CBUCAIOLLME aX AO KMBOTA, Masi€Hb-
KM€ rnasku B Ky4Ky, TaK 4TO Ka3anocb, 4TO 3TO uenoe obuie-
CTBO kocornasbix, 6onblune xentoie 3ybbl, Kak y nowajgen, a B
ywax Taxenslie 30/0Tble Konbua. M ronoca noxoxu — xpunnvie
W cunable, Kak y Hactoawux pasbonHukos. OAHUM CNOBOM,
wanka 6an3Heu0B, Aa U TONLKO.

CnpaBmBLUNCL C NOPOCEHKOM, NUPaTbl HaMOAHWAN B OYepeAHOM
pa3 CBOU KPYXKW POMOM, 1 CKOPO YyXe BOBCIO NOLNO BECEnbe,
€CNKn, KOHeyHo, BoobLle MOXHO roBOPUTbL O BECENbE, KOrAd UMe-
elwb AeN0 C TaKUMU MpadHbIMU CyObekTamu.

— bpatubl! — BOCKAUKHYN OAUH U3 NWUPATOB, NOAHMMAA KPY>KKY
Cc pomMom. — Kak noaymaio, 4to, 6biTb MOXET, MbeM Mbl B NO-
CNeAHU pa3 NPeBOCXOAHbIA pom maaam 3ybnep, Tak NpAMO BbITb
XO4eTcs, AbABON MeHs 3abepu!
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— A, uywb cobaubs! — ckasan gpyrou nupar. — Hy, He 3T0ro,
Tak gpyroro poma mbl cebe pasgobyaem. MasHoe, uT06 C rpaay-
camu 66110 BCe B nopsjake — YX BbiMbellb, Tak BbiNbelb. Heuvero
HIOHK pacnyckartb. Jlyywe TAnHem euie no oaHown!

OaHUM Maxom coaepXKUMOEe KPYXKEK MCYEe3N0 B rNOTKax Nu-
paTtoB, U 3arpemena noj csoAamu 3ana Anxas nNUpartckas NecHs:

Tpunadyamp 4Yenoéexk Ha CYHOYK Mepmeeud.
Ho-xo0-x0, u 6ymovurka pomy!

ITeti, u dvsson mebsa dosedem 0o KOHua.
Ho-xo-xo, u 6ymbLaka pomy!

OHM nenn HeCcTPOWHLIM XOPOM, KTO B Nec KTO Mo ApoBa, Aa
elle CcTapanucb U30 BCeX CUN nepeopatb APYr Apyra U CTpalHO
BECENIMAUCL NPU 3TOM, YTO BbIPakanocCb BO B3pbIBaX AWUKOrO XO-
XOTa, KOTOPbIM BPEMS OT BPEMEHU MPEPLIBANCA 3TOT KOLIAYMWA
KOHUEPT.

— Tuxo! — Bapyr 3aBonun oaun w3 6patun. — [laiite mHe
ckasarsbl

— Tuxo! — pasganucb otaenbHbie ronoca. — KanutaH xouer
roBOpuTH!

— bparuybl! — Havan cBowo peub kanutaH. — CeroAHA y Hac

6oratblii ynoB. [bsBONbCkM Goratbiil. M noTomy s xouy BOT 4TO
cka3aTb. HaBepHOe, eCTb MHOMO Ha 3emne ABOVHAWEK, TPOWHALWEK
U Aaxe, HaBepHoe, natepHawek. HO Takux OTAUYHBIX pebAaT, kak
Mbl, TPMHAALATUHAWKK, He Cbillewb Ha Bcem 6enom ceete!l 3710
yx TouHo! [la 3ppaBcTByeT YeproBa [ioxuHa! Ypa! Ypa! Ypal

N BCA waika NpuHANAcb NUKOBATb, BbIKPUKMBASA NPUBETCTBUA
B cBOW cO6CTBEHHbIN agpec. Tenepb-TO [XKUM NOHAN, NOYEMY OHW
BCce 6blNM NOXO0XW ApYr Ha Apyra kak Ase kanau Bogbl. OH no-
nbiTanca cebe nNpeAcTaBUTb, KAKOBO 3TO — CYyLLECTBOBATb B TPU-
Haauatu ak3lemnnspax. Cam [xum 6bin HeobblvaMHO paa, 4To
CylLecTByeT TONbKO B OAHOM 3K3emnaspe.

TyT BCTan ewe OAUH NUPAT U PABKHYN 3bl4HBIM FONOCOM:

— Tuxo! Tenepb 2 x04y ckasatb cnoso! 3aTkHuTecb!

Bce 3amonuyanu u yctasunucb Ha Bep3uny. Boiagepxas naysy,
TOT TOPXKECTBEHHO MPOAEKNAMUPOBAN:
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C 3anada dyem semep, c 02a aemum 6yps,

C cesepa muumca euxpb, ¢ eocmoka modce 6yps,
Tonvko odHo ecmb mecmo,

I'de moixcHo yxpwvimwvcss om b6ypu, —

Hawa KPEIIOCTh IIO UMEHH

«OKO BYPH»!

B oTtBeT pasganucbk GypHble annoAuCMEHTH. Buas HeyemHblit
BOCTOPr, KOTOPbI BbI3BaNU HECKAAAHbIE CTPOYKU AOMOPOLLEHHO-
ro noata, kum Kak-TO BAPYr NOHAN, HTO YMOM 3TU CTpallHble
rPOMU/IbI IBHO HE OT/UYAIOTCA U BCE OHMW, B CYLLHOCTH, JIMHHOCTU
BECbMa Hejanekue u orpaHuyeHHble. N Bce-Taku emy 6bino Hebec-
nonesHo nocnywaTb HesaTenuBbie NUPATCKUE BUPLLU, BO BCAKOM
CNyyae OH Tenepb 3Haj, Kak Ha3blBAETCA KPenocTb. N cHOBa emy
BCMOMHUAUCL cnoBa 30n0Toro [lpakoHa.

— A uyt0 Mbl Byaem genatb C NAEHHUKaMKU? — CMPOCUA OAMH U3
nupatoB. — [Myckai nomupaiot Tam cebe ¢ ronogy? — lMpu 3ToM OH
MaxHyN PyKOW B CTOPOHY NIlOKa, Pacno/iodKEHHOro B Aa/lbHEM Yray 3ana.

Y Oxuma npamo mypawku nobexann no teny — Tenepb OH
3Han, kyaa nupatel cnpsatanu Jlykaca, /i Wu v apyrux. Ho noka,
KOHEYHO, U AymaTb 6bINO Heyero O TOMm, YTOObl BbI3BOUTL UX U3
3aToyeHbs. HyxHO 6bin0 goxaaTbcs yaobHoOro cay4as.

— Yywsb! — rapkHyn apyron nupatr. — OTBe3eM UX K Apako-
HUXE U MONYYUM CHOBA POM.

— Tuxo! — BMmewanca TyT nupart, KOTOPOro BCE Ha3biBaau
KanutaHom. — 3zecb komaHaywo sl Yepppt nobepppu! 3aBTpa

oTnpasBnfiem NAeHHbIXx kopmutb akyn! N 6acra!

PonoT HeyaoBONLCTBMSA NpoLwlen cpeau nNUpartos.

— A Hy, 3aTKHYyTbCA BCcem! — npogonxan kanutaH. — [lpako-
HUXa He npuwna Ha BCTpeyy. HaBepHAka oHa Hac npeaana. Beasb,
KpOMe Hee, HUKTO Ha CBeTe He 3Han Hawero mapupyrta. [pakoHu-
Xa 3areBaeT NPOTUB HAC YTO-TO Hexopolee. ITO ACHO KakK AeHb.
3HaynT, OTHLIHE ApakoHUXa Haw Bpar. N Hu4ero oHa Tenepb OT Hac
He nonyuyut. Pa3Be 4TO Napy Nyab B TOACTOE OPIOXO. DTO MOXHO.

— OTanyHo! — 3aropnaHunuM nupatbl, KOTOPbLIM NPULIAUCE NO
Aywe nocnegHue cnosa kanutaHa. — [lycTb TONLKO nonagertcs
Ham, Mbl caenaem u3 Hee OTO6UBHYIO!
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— A 3Ty AEeBYOHKY, — CNpOCUN BAPYr KTO-TO W3 nuparos, —
ee Mbl Toxe 6pocum B mope?
— Het, — oTtBeTMN KanuWTaH, — €e Mbl OCTaBUM BECTU XO3ANCTBO.

— Xo-x0-x0! — 3arorotanu TYT Ha pagocTtax nupartel. — OT-
NMYHaA MbICNb, KanuTaH. Bot 6yaeT cnaBHeHbKO!

— A Bam He Kaxercs, — cKasan OAMH U3 NUpaToB, — 4TO 3ITY
AEBYOHKY Mbl YXe rae-To Buaenn?

— bpatMwka, — nocrapanca ycnokouTb €ro cocea, — Mbl

B CBOEN >XWU3HWU OTNOBUAU YXE LENYI0 Ky4y MANEHbKUX AEBYOHOK.
Tak 4TO HUYero He cTouT owmbuTbCA. TyT yxe He pasbepelubcs.

— [la yX, — BMewWwancs B pasrosop €euie OAWH Nupart, — 3TOW
APaKOHMXE Mbl, MOXHO CKa3aTb, Uenoe CTajg0 Takux nuranuy,
npurHanu.

— A 3a 370 Mbl NoAy4Yanu oT Hee pom, — aobasun aApyroin
nupat, — KpOME OAHOro-eAMHCTBEHHOro pasa. lomuute, 6patupbi,
UCTOPUIO C YepHOMA3bIM Kapany3om? [MOMHUTE, Kak Mbl HaTKHYAUCb
CNYy4YaiiHO Ha Takylo KOp3uHy, OHa elie 6bina Bcs npocmoneHa? Tam
u nexan cebe TOT mnaaeHeu, a Mbl ero — uan! — W BblyAUAU U3
BoAbl! 3T0 6b1N0 3HaeTe koraa? Mocne TOro 340POBEHHOMO LITOPMA.

Axum cHoBa B3aporHyn. «Heyxenu nupar rosoput 060 mHe?
TouHo! O kom xe ewe?!» U [Ixum HanpsaxeHHO CTan NpUCYLLN-
BaTbCA K pasrosopy.

— Hy Aaa, a paaoM C HUM nexana KOpoHa U KYCOK NeprameHTa,
BE€Cb UCMUCAHHbIA KaKMMU-TO BykBamMuU, — Takoh NUCT, CBEPHYTLIN
B TPybKy W 3acyHyTblii B 30n10T0i cbyTasp. UHTepecHo 6bi1o Gbl
y3HaTb, 4TO 3a ¢pYKT Ham Toraa nonancs!

MupaTtbl BAPYr Kak-TO BCE MPUTUXAM U MONYa CUAENM C 3a-
CTbIBLUMMU NULLAMN.

— A noMHuUTE, Ha TOM neprameHTe Obina ewe HanucaHa
Kakas-To epyHAa, — MpoOAOAXan TOT Xe Cambliii NuUpaT, — KTo,
MO, MNajeHuy NPUYUHMT 3710, Y TOro OTGepeT OH BCIO Cuny
u obpetetr Hapg HMM Bnactb. Kak Tam 6bino? «Caenaet OH u3
HenpaBsoro npasoe, NpeBpaTa HeYeTHOe B 4eTHoe». Uau uTo-TO
B 3TOM Ayxe. MHTepecHo, 4To 6bl 3TO 3Ha4Mn0?

— A Huuero! JT0 Bce yenyxa! — npopsiyan kanutaH. — [pocTo
Mbl TOrAa HUYEro He morau pas3obpatb — BeAb YWTATb-TO U3 Hac
HUKTO TO/IKOM HE YMeeT. ITO Xe Kypam Ha CMex — 4TO Bbl Tam
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MOT/IM NPOYUTATb, OC/bI 6e3mo3rnble, ecnm Kaxabii U3 Bac, Aan bor,
oAHy-aBe GykBbl 3HaeT?! BOT M nonyunnacb kakas-to TapabapwimnHal

— MoXHO noAymartb, 4TO Tbl cam 6onbLWOK MacTep No 3ToW
yactu! — ocaaun kanutaHa OAWH M3 NUpPAaToB.

— Tuxo! — cHoBa pABKHYN KanuTaH W XpANHYnN CO BCEA CuAb
cBoeil Kkpyxkoi 06 non. — XBatuTt TyT Bogy MyTUTb! Mbi Bbi-
yAunu 3TOro NAryWOHKA M cnacan ero ot cmeptu. MHade 6bl emy
KpbilwKa. 3Ha4nT, Mbl caenanu xopolsee Aeno.

— Ho mbl Beab 3aTonkanu ero B KOpOHKy M OTNpaBuIN NOCLINKY
K mMagam 3ybnep, NnOTOMy 4YTO Ham Hekoraa 6bl1O0 C HUM BO3UTbCA
W xAaTb, noka mbl 6yaem cHOBa BCTpeyaTbCA C APAKOHWUXON, —
BMeLWanca TyT Apyron nupar.

— A 4TO0 ¢ HUM 6bINO uaukaTeca?! — OTBETUN €My OAUH U3
wanku. — M Boobuie, 4TO Bbl TYT paccyconusaete? Hy otnpasBuau
manbua kKyaa Hago, n NagHo.

— JlagHO-TO NafgHoO, Aa TONbKO Ty NOCHLINKY ApakoHuxa Tak
HUKOr4a u He nNONy4una, — BCTYNUA B pa3roBop €elie OAWH Nin-
patr. — [MomHuTe elle, kak OHa Torga pasosnunace? Hy Koraa mbli
NPULINN K HER NONYYUTb HAL POM?

— Bce, koHuai 6aiikn TpaBUTb! — CepAMTO rapkHyn TOT, KOro
BCE HasblBaNM kanutaHom. — [lpoknsTas ApakoHuxa Yyxke Toraa
Hac 340pOBO Haayna, abason ee 3abepu! Ho 6onblwe y Hee Takue
WTY4Ykn He NponayT. Haao Hanucatb e NUCbMO WU CKasaTb, YTO Mbl
ee packycunun. Tenepb et HecaobpoBaTb. O6bABNSIEM €ii BONHY!

Mupatbl cCHOBa HeAOBONLHO 3aBopyanu. OnaTb pabortatb. Tonb-
KO XOTeNn NoCnAeTb CMOKOWHEHbLKO, BbIMUTbL, & TYT NMUCbMO NULLIN.
HeyxTo Henb3n € 3TUM NoA0XAAaTb?

— Kapppamba! KnsHycb akynbum XxBOCTOM, S Bam NOKaxy,
Kak co MHoto cnoputb! Ecnn s roBopio «bysaem nucatb NUCbMO»,
3Ha4uT, 6yaem nucatb nucbmo. U Bacra! AcHo?

Mupatam HW4ero He octasanocb Aenatb, Kak NOAYMHUTLCA. Ka-
NUTaH Npukasan NpuHecTH yepHuna, bymary m nepo, n BCA KOMNa-
HUA NPUHANACL COCTaBAATb FPO3HOE NOcCnaHue ApakoHuxe. [kumy
U3 CBOEro yKpbiTUA 6bINO0 XOPOWO BUAHO, Kak OHU 3TO AeNaloT.
Bce OHM 3HANM TONbKO NO OAHOW Kakoi-HuMbyab GykBe, NoO3TOMY
no oyepeau 6panucb 3a NEpo U BHIPUCOBLIBANIN KAXKAbIA CBOIO 3a-
KOPIOYKY — OAWH YMeN nucatb Tonbko 6ykBy «a», APYron «3»,
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TpeTun «» u Tak ganee. [pn 3TOM, KOHEUYHO, HU OAUH U3 HUX HE
MOF MPOBEPUTb, MPAaBU/ILHO /IM BCE HANUCaHO, U MO3TOMY B TEKCTE
NOABNSAUCE COBCEM Y>XK€ HW Ha 4TO He MNOXOxXwue 3arorynuHbl. Ha-
NPUMEpP, OAUH U3 NWUPATOB, TOT, KOTOPOro BCE HasbiBaNW Kanuta-
HOM, — OH, KCTaTW CKa3aTb, MMCan Xxyxe BCeX, — TakK BOT, OH 6bin
cBsiTo ybexaeH, 4To ABNseTCs 60NbLMM 3HATOKOM OYKBbI «K», XOTS
Ha CaMOM Jefe BMECTO «K» Yy HEro monyyancs Kakom-TO KpUBOIA
M KOCOA KpecTuK, OTAANEHHO HAaMOMMWHABLINIA BYKBY «X», KOTOPOW
OH MONb30BAJIC NO CBOEMY YCMOTPEHUIO TO BMECTO «K», TO BMECTO
«r», TO BMeCTO «x». Ho 3ato apyrow nupar 6bin NO CpaBHEHUIO
C HUM npsmo npodpeccop. lNpasaa, NUCaTb-TO OH YMeN TONbKO OAHY
6ykBy «n», HO MPU 3TOM MOr U3 ABYX «J» COCTaBUTb BbICOKOXY-
A0XeCcTBeHHYIO BykBY «m». A BOT ¢ uudpamu aeno ob6CTOSNO YyThb
nydwe. Yx uudpbel 1 1 3 3Hanu Bce. Beab oHM 6GbiAM HapuCOBaHbI
Ha uUx napycax. XOpOLWO Tak HapucoBaHbl, KPYMHO W OTYET/IMBO.

CoctaBneHue nNMCbMa OTHSNO Yy NMUPATOB MHOFO CUN — OHU NpSsi-
MO B3MOKAWU OT HanpsXeHWus, a maneHbkue NOpOCAYbM rNaskn Oyk-
BaJIbHO HOPOBWUAM BbICKOYUTb Y HUX U3 OpbUT W 3abpatbcs Ha n06.

Mocne 6eckoHeYHbIX pa3roBOpPOB U CMNOPOB OHU KOEe-kKakK CKAe-
WAN TAKOW TEKCT:
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Echu 661 AWM ymen uutatb, OH cpasy Obl 3aMeTUN OAHO
yausutensHoe o6CcToATeNsCTBO: NUCbMO 6LINO COCTaBNEHO U3 ABe-
Haguatun 6ykB, KOTOpble NUpaTtbl CknaabiBanu kak bor Ha aywy
NONOXWT. YTO U rOBOPUTb, MO CMENOCTH, OTBare U cune nupartol
KOro yrogHO MOrAu 3a MNOAC 3aTKHYTb. A BOT yMa UM SIBHO He
xBatano. B atom [Jxum mor Tenepb cam ybeautbca. Mano 6biTb
CUNAYOM, HAAO elle M koe-4yTo coobpaxars. [paBaa, nNupartsl XOTb
no oAHoh 6ykBe 3Hanu, a kUM W TOro He 3Han.

PacTpatuB BCe CUAbl Ha NUCbMO, NUPATbi CUAENN WU3MOXAEH-
Hble BOKPYr KOCTpa U NonpaBnsinu 340poBbe pomMom. HekoTopbie
HaCTONbKO B3MOKAU OT HENPUBLIMHON pPaboThi, YTO Aaxe CHAMU
wnansl, 4T06LI OTEPETH MOT, a TOT MMpaT, KOTOPOrO BCe 3Banu
KanuTaHOM, NPOCTO B3N WU 3aWBLIPHYN CBOIO WAAMY nojanbiie
B yron. lponeTteB 4yepe3 3an, OHa WAeNHynacb MPAMO PAAOM
c 6yxToii, rae cuaen [kum, KOTOpbIA, yBUAEB ceil HEOOLIYHbINA
rONOBHOW yO6Op C HaManeBaHHLIMU Yepenom U KOCTAMMU, NPUHANCA
C UHTEpecoMm pasrnaabiBaTb €ro.

OH BCce CMOTpen U CMOTpPeN, U NpU 3TOM €ro He OCTaBAANO
YyBCTBO, YTO €CTb B KAMUTaHCKOW LUANSANE HEYTO OCOBEHHOe, YemM-TO
OHa BpOAe Kak OTAM4YaeTcs OT OCTanbHbIX. W BApYr OH noHan. Ha
3Ton wnane 6bina npukonota pybuHoBas 3Be3da. A BOT Ha Apy-
rMX HeT. M B TOT Xe MUr B ronoBe MpoHecnochb: «Bo3bmu 3Bes-
Ay, W CTaHelWb Tbl FNaBHbIM», — KaXKeTcs, Tak roBOpuUn 3010TOi
ApakoH MyapocTtu.
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Heponro aymas, [>XuUm npoCyHYn pyky MexAay kaHatamu u oT-
uenun 3se3ay. Okasanocb, YTO O4YeHb BoBpema. [loTomy 4Tto
UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT TOT CamMblii NUpaT, KOTOPOro BCe Ha3blBaiu
KanuMTaHOM, MOAHANCA CO CBOEro MecTa U HanpaBu/ICA HETBEPAbIM
warom nNpamMo k wnsane. 3atauB AgoixaHue, [xum cneaun 3a Tem,
Kak OH MOAOLEN K LWAsAne, NOAHSN ee C NoNa U X0 Haxnodbyuun
Ha cambli N06. OT BoNHeHUs [IKUM Tak KPenko Cxan 3Be3ay, 4To
OHa NpAMO Bpe3anacb emMy B najolwky. Kaxercs, nupar Hu4ero
He 3ameTun.

— Hy a Tenepb, — Cka3an kanuTaH, BEpPHYBLUMCb K HpaTbam-
nupatam, — HajO HanucaTb ewe aapec Ha nucbme. Hy-ka no-
LweBennBanTeCh, 0CAbl He3mo3rnble!

OavH U3 NuparoB, OTOPBAaBLIMCL OT KPYXKWU, CMEPUN KPUKYHA
B3rN940M U npobypuyan:

— Yero 310 THl pasopanca, Apyxok? Cagucb-ka nydwe Aa Bbl-
nen rnoTok poma, noka Aaior!

— [bsBon Tebs 3abepu! — 3aBonun kanutaH u BLIOUN Yy pas-
roBOpPYMBOro nupara Kpyxky u3 pyk. — 3aecb komaHaywo 5! [lo-
HATHO?!

— Tbl 4TO, coBCEM caypen?! — nposopyan TOT B OTBET C SIBHOM
yrpo3oi B ronoce U NOTSHYACs yxe 6bln0 3a KUHXANoM. — A Hy
NOAHUMMU MOIO KPYXKY, a TO A Tebe nokaxy, noyem cyHT nuxal

— S kanutaH! — 3aopan BO BCIO FNOTKY NepBLIA nNupar. —
MpoTpu rnasa, 6awka ocnavHas!

— Jla kako# Tbl kanuTaH, paspasu Tebs rpom! Y Tebs HeT 3Bes-
Abl!l Tol NpOCTO Haagpancs kKak CBUHbSIl — CHOBa PABKHYN BTOPOMW
nupart, U B rnasax ero 3aurpann Hepobpole oroHbkn. — llpuaercs
Te68 HEMHOXKO NpoablpaBuTb, 4TOObl U3 Tebsi Becb xmenb no-
ckopee Bbiwen!

MepBblA NMpaT CXBaTUACS 32 CBOIO WAsny, 4To6bl NpPoOBepUTH,
Ha mecte nu 3Be3ja. Huuyero He 0GHapyxuB, OH OGLICTPO CHSAN
€e U YCTaBUACA Ha TO MeCTO, rie ele COBCEM HeAaBHO CBepkan
KanuTaHCKUI 3Hak.

— Yeprt-Te 4t0 M CH6OKy 6aHTMK, — npobopmoTan OH, orns-
AblBas U3yMNeHHO cBoux 6paTtbeB, Oo6GCTYNUBLIKMX €ro co BCEX
CTOPOH. — A A Ayman, 4To A kanutaH. Ho kTO e Toraa y Hac
KanuTaH, ecin He 8?7
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[leno B TOM, 4TO nupatbl ObIIM HACTONBKO MOXOXMW APYr Ha ApYy-
ra, 4To Aaxe Camu He MOFNU MOHATb, KTO U3 HUX KTO U Kak OTNu-
YUTb OAHOrO OT Apyroro. BoT nouemy y Hux He 6bIIO UMEH, NPOCTO
BCe BMECTe OHM HasbiBanucb Yeptosa [lloxuHa, u Bcé. Hy a no-
CKONbKY MUpaTam BCe-TakU HYXEH KanuTaH, KOTOPbI pyKOBOAUN
Obl WAAKOW, TO OHM WU PEWUAN CYUTATb KANUTAaHOM TOrO, Yy KOro
Ha ronose Hajeta wnsna ¢ pybuHoBoi 3Be3goir. NMpu 3TOM UM
6bI10 COBEPLIEHHO BCE PABHO, OAMH /M Yy HWUX KAaMUTaH WU KaxX-
Abil AeHb HOBbIA, NOTOMY 4YTO pasHUUbI-TO AEUCTBUTENbHO HUKAKON
He 6bln0, HAcTONbKO GpaTbs-nupaTbl NOXOAUNM APYr Ha Apyra.

N BOT Tenepb 3Be3ja HexAaHHO-HerajaHHO ucyesna.

Bcé cmewanocb. Kaxablh u3 nupatoB xoten ObiTb KanMTaHOM
U NOTOMY NPUHANCA BOMUTL BO BCIO MOTKY, CTapascb nepexkpuyarb
coceja. Yem rpomuye ronocunu nupatsl, Tem 6onblie OHU pacna-
nanuce. N ckopo Aeno Aowno A0 HacToAwein notacoskn. B xoa
MOWNN TAXENbIe KPYXKW, HEAOMUTLIA POM NUNCA PEKON.

Mupatbl konowmartunn Apyr Apyra noyem 3ps — Tpax no ro-
nose, 6alL, NoO 4YeniocTu, U BOT yXe KTO-HUOYAb CO BCero pasmaxy
XPAMNaeTca C TPECKOM NPAMO Ha MOAN; NONEXUT-NONEeXUT, NOAHMU-
METCA C TPYAOM Ha HOrM U CHOBA ApaThbCA Neser.

[lonro oHW Tak BanTy3uau Apyr Apyra: yX 4ero-4ero, a Cunbl,
NOBKOCTU M BBLIHOCAMBOCTU UM 6Oblno He 3aHMMaTb. HO KOHuYMnach
3Ta CBajika BCe-Taku MneyanbHO — nupaTel AOKONOTUIUCL AO TOrO,
4TO CKOPO Ha MOy Nexana ToNbko rpyaa 6e3abixaHHbIX Ten. bonb-
e HWKTO HUKOro He 6un.

YBuAEB, 4TO HUKTO U3 Hux Gonble He asuraertcs, [xum Obl-
CTPO BbIGpaNcs U3 CBOEro YKpbITUS U CBA3aN UX BCeX MO oYepeau
KaHaTomM — 6naro 3toro gobpa 6bin0 xOTb OTOGaBNAN, GEepu KUH-
Xan n oTpesan CKONbKO HYXHO. MMOKOHYMB C 3TUM Aenom, [xum
c rnybokuM B340XOM yAOBNeTBOpeHus npuuenun cebe pybuHosyto
3Be34y Ha KOMOMHe3OH, B3an caken, OTKpbIA NIOK U CTan cny-
cKaTbCs MO NecTHuue BHU3. Yepe3 HeKOTOpoe Bpema OH yBuaen
nepes co6oit maneHbkylo ABepLy, B KOTOPOA Topyan Knod. [ um
NnoBepHyN ero, u ABepb C FPOMKUM CKPUMOM OTKpbiNach. [NneHHuKu
nexanu Ha nony nocpean 60NbLIOA KPYrnoin KOMHaThl, B KOTOPOM
6610 NOYEMY-TO OYEHb MHOrO ABepeil — Takue MacCuBHbIE ABepy,
obuTble xenesom.
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— [xum! — ene cabiwHoO nporosopun flykac. — [xum, cra-
puHa! A 3Han, 4to Tl 06s3aTENbHO NpuaeLb!
— PaHblie, K coxaneHuio, He nonyuunocs. lNpuwnocs TyT He-

MHOXKO MNOBO3WUTbCSH, — C HapO4MTO HEOGpPEXHLIM BUAOM OTBETUA
Oxum.

MepBbim aenom oH ocsoboaun Jlykaca — B3SA NUPATCKUiA
KMHXan u nepepe3an sepesku, — 3atem Jln Lu, a notom u BCex
OCTaNbHbIX.

— A rae Xe nupaTtbl? — OCTOPOXHO CMPOCUAN KanuTaH.

— Tam, HaBepxy, — AOBOJbHbLIA, oTBETUN [xum. — OHM Bac

yxe xayT. lNonaemTe, 5 BaC cenyac NO3HAKOMANIO.

MneHHUKN yAUBNEHHO NEPErNSHYAUCL U Nownun 3a [>KUMOM,
KOTOpbIA C ¢pakeNoOM B pyke Havyan NOAHUMATLCA MO IECTHULE.

MupaTel TEM BPEMEHEM HAYanM TUXOHLKO MPUXOAUTHL B cebs.
OHM HUKAK HE MOrAK B3fATb B TOJIK, YTO TakOe€ C HUMWU NPUKAIOYU-
nocb. Beab A0 cux NOp elle HUKOMY He yAaBanocb Ux NodeauTb.

[Axum noaowen K HUM U NPEeACTaBUACS:

— A — [xum [llyroBka, TOT Camblii MnageHel, KOTOPOro Bbl
OTNpaBnnn ApakOHUXE U KOTOpbLIA Tak U He nonan K Hein. A ro-
BOPIO 3TO TO/ALKO AA8 TOro, 4tobbl Bbl 3HaAM, KTO Bac nobeaun.

Y nupatoB OT yaMBAEHUS M yxXaca NpAMO rnasa Ha nob Bbl-
ne3nun. Jlykac ¢ BoCxulieHUEM NOCMOTpPEN Ha CBOEro ManeHbkoro
Apyra v, XA0MNHYyB €ro no naeyy, npobacuau:

— Hy u pena, ctapuHa. Tak Tbl 4TO, UX OAUH oaonen?

— OpaWH, — CKPOMHO OTBETUN [XKUM.

— DTO HacToAWNiA NOABUr! — BOCKAUKHYAN KanuTaH.

— Tonkosbin napeHb 310T [xum [lyroBka, — C ABHbIM 040-
6peHnem 3aryaenu matpochl.

— Hy koHeuHo, TyT He obownocb 6€3 XMTPOCTU, — MPU3HANCA
AXUMm, — nHaye MHe 6bl HM 3a YTO He cnpaBuUTbLCA C YepToBOM
JI0XnHOMA.

M oH pacckasan no nopsaaky Bce, kak 6bi10. Koraa OH 3akoH-
4un, BCE CUAENN NPUTUXLLKE.

— BoT, AbsABOA, KOr0O Ham HYXHO 6bln0 B3ATb kanutaHom! C
Takum 66l He nponanu! — npobypyan o0AMH U3 NUPaTOB.

Nykac monua packypun csoio Tpybky. Beinyctus rycton kny6
AblMa, OH HakOHel ckasan:
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— [xum Tlyroska! — Ero ronoc 3sy4an no4yTM 4TO TOpXxe-
CTBEHHO. — A Tbl AEACTBUTENbHO CamMbli TO/NKOBLIA NapeHb, Kakux
A TO/IbKO BCTpe4an Ha ceete!

Mocne 3toro k [lxumy noaolwina maneHbkas nNpuHuecca, KOTo-
pas AO CUX NOp HE MOrna BLIMOJIBUTL HU cnoBa. [lokpacHeB A0
ywei, oHa npowebetana CBOUM NEBYYUM TONIOCKOM:

— [xuml! lMoxanyicra, NpocTM MeHA 3a TO, 4TO A Harosopuna
Te6e, 1 3a TO, 4TO A TYT Hagenana. A 6bina Takas rnynas! Tenepb
A 3Halo, YTO Tbl He TO/MbKO Camblil xpabpblil, HO U CamMblii YMHbIA
yenoBek Ha ceBete! TakMM YMHBLIM NIOAAM COBEPLUEHHO HU K Yemy
YMeTb c4uTaTh, 4YnTaTh U nNucatb!

Axum ynblbHyncs M 3afyMuuMBO Ckasan:

— 3Haews, /v Wu, 8 TyT nopasmbinan Ha Aocyre U NoHAA,
4yTo Thl 6blna BCe-Taku nNpasa. S XO4y Hay4UTbCA BCEMY 3ITOMY.

Tenepb Hy>XHO 6bI10 nonyyuwe 3anepeTb nupatoB. MaTpochl OT-
BeAn ux BHU3, U [>KUM Kkak cnepyeT 3anep ABepb.

Koraa oHu BepHynucb B 3an, BCA KOMNaHWA yAOOGHO ycTpounach
Ha pPa3NOXEHHbIX 34eCb MeABEXbUX LWKypax U Joena OocCTaTku
XapeHOoro NOpoOCeHKa.

AXUM Tak yctan OT BCeX TPEBOMHEHWUW NOCNEAHUX AHEW, 4TO
3aCHYN NPAMO C HeAOEAEHHBIM KYCKOM msaca B pykax. CkoOpo yxe
W OCTanbHble NOCneaoBanu ero npumepy. Tonbko Jlykac u kanuTaH
6oapcTBoBann. OHM NonepemMeHHO HEeCnu BaxTy y KOCTpa U cne-
AUNn 3a Tem, 4To6bl OH He NOTyx. Tak Mpowna HoOYb.

FAABA ABAAUATDL NATAA,
8 xomopou /[cum ysHaem matiHy c80e20 NPoucxoxcoeHus

Koraa Hactano yTpo, BepHee ckasaTb, KOrAa MAEHHUKU Npo-
CHYAUCb U, MOCMOTPEB HA Yacbl KanuTaHa, MOHAAW, 4YTO YXe,
AOMXHO ObiTb, YTPO (BEAb kak elle onpeAenuilb, B3OWAO COJH-
ue MAM HeT, ecnu cam Tol CMAUWDL B Kpenoctu), Jin Lu, Boc-
NO/Mb30BaBLWNCL MMPATCKUMKM 3anacamu, NpUroToBMANA ANS BCeX
OT/NIMYHLIA 3aBTpaK: Cyxapu, KOMYEHOE MACO, CapAWUHbl, Mapu-
HOBAaHHbIA Yropb, NawwTeT M3 OMapoB U LNyl KacTplonio kode.
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Moka Bce enn u nuam, [kum pacckasbiBan, YTo emMy yAanochb
BbiB€AaTb M3 pasroBopoB nupartoB. Koraa oH Aowen A0 KOPOHbI
W neprameHTHoro csutka, fin Wu cnpocuna ero:

— A OHM He rosopuau, rae Bcé 3To0 Tenepb? [na Hac 370
OY€Hb BAXHO.

— Her, — otsBetun Axum, — 06 3TOM OHU He CKasanu Hu
cnosa.

— Hago 6yaeTt nouckatb kak cneayet, — BCTYNuAa B pasroBop
JNlykac. — HaBepHfika OHW 3anpsTanu BCé rae-T0 34€cCh.

CnpaBuBWKUCbL C 3aBTPakOM, KOMNaHWUA OTNpaBuNacb Ha MOUCK
KOPOHbl U CBUTKA. Boopyxuslince ¢akenamu, apysbs pasbpenucb
KTO KyAa NO MHOMOYUCNEHHBIM KOPUAOpPaM U KOpuaopyYuKam Kpe-
noctu. loBonbHO ckopo xum u Jlu Wn HaTKHyAucb Ha Ty camyio
KOMHaTy, rae nupaTbl XpaHWNM CBOM COKPOBULLA.

Kpenko aepxacb 3a pyku, OHU BOLWAU B NPOCTOPHbIE MOKOU
M 3aCTbiNM OT U3ymMneHus npu Buae 6GeCYUCNEHHOTO MHOXecTBa
CBEpKalowux AparoueHHoCcTen, KOTopble 3an0NHANM BCE NPOCTpaH-
CTBO OT NONa A0 NOTONKa. Yero TyT TONbkO He 6blN10, HayuHas OT
OFPOMHBIX 30M10TbIX CBETUNLHUKOB U CepebpPsSHbIX BaHH M KOHYas
AOpOrMMMN Kybkamu, noxkamu v Hanepctkamu. Wkadbl u cyHaykn
NOMUAUCL OT CUSAIOWMUX anmasos, OBpunnnaHToB, MoHeT. TyT xe
66N CBaNeHbi B Ky4y LUENKOBble MOKPbLIBANA, PACLUUTHIE XEMUYYTOM,
a Ha nony nexanu nywucTole nepcuackue kospbl. KoHeyHo, Bce
6610 pa3bpocaHo kak Nonasno, NOTOMY YTO NUpaThl, Kak W3BECTHO,
He caMwkom Gonbwne nobutenn nopsaka.

MNpobupascb Yepe3 3Tu rpyabl cokposuw, [xum u Jin Wu sapyr
3ameTunn HebonblWylo NNeTeHyio KOP3WHKY, B KOTOPOW BCe Lieaun
6bn1 TWATENbHO 3amasaHbl CMOOMN.

— Bot oHa! — ¢ 3amupaownum cepauem npowentana fiu Wn.

[>XXUM noAHAN KPbIWKY U 3arnaHYN BHYTPb. Tam nexanu uyyaec-
Has KOpOHa C ABeHaAuaTtbio 3ybuamu, ckuneTp U Aepxasa.

— /[la, BOT OHO — TO, 4TO Mbl uckanu!

OHu no3sanu Jlykaca n Bcex OCTanbHbIX U MNOKasanu UM CBOIO
Haxoaky. Jlykac TyT xe obcneposan ckuneTp u obHapyxun, 4To
BHWU3Yy OH passuHuusaeTca. Packpytus ckunetp, Jlykac u3snek u3
Hero ApeBHWM NeprameHTHbIn CBUTOK, Ha KOTOPOM 6bln HanucaH
cneaymowmnin TeKCT:
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[AXnUm CTOSAN C WKUPOKO PacKpLITBIMU rNa3amu U, 3atamB Abixa-
HUE, CMOTPEN Ha 4YYyAECHYIO KOPOHY, KOTOpPYIO Aepxan B pykax.
Bce nputuxnn. D10 ObIN TOPKECTBEHHBIA MOMEHT.

Jlykac kMBHYNn CBOEMY MasieHbKOMY ApYry W ckasan:

— HaaeHb KOpOHY, OHa npuHaanexuT Tebe.

U Oxum BOAPY3UN KOPOHY HAa CBOIO KypuaBylo ronoBY.

KanutaH #n matpocbl cHAAu dypaxkku U MNOYTUTENBHO NOKANO-
HUNUCB.

— [llo3apasnsem, Bawe BeNNYECTBO! — ckasann OHM.

A NOTOM KanuTaH 3akpuyan:

— [la 3gpascteyet npuHy Muppen! Ypa! Ypa! Ypa!

N Bca komaHaa nopaxsatuna ero pajocTtHoe «ypar». B Bo3ayx
nonetenn cypaxku.

— YepT nobepu, ctapuHal Tenepb Tol ewe u npuHy! N Kakoin!
Tbl 4€CTHO 3aCnyXxun CBOW BbLICOKUA TUTYN, 4ero Tam roBOPUTH!
Ho s Hagelocb, YTO 3TO He nomelwaeT Hawen Apyxbe? Kak Tbi
Aymaews, [xum?

— Hy koHeuHo, Jlykac! — coBepleHHO CMYLLEHHbIA, BOCKAMNK-
Hyn [Ixum.

— Dxum! Axum! Kak s papa! — 3awebetana Jiu LLu, xnonas
B NagoWwn. — 3HA4NUT, Tenepb Mbl HACTOAWME NPUHL U NpuHLeccal

— H-pa, — 3agymuuBo npobacun Jlykac, — HaBepHoe, [xum
6yaeT nepebiM U NOCNEAHUM B MUPE KOPOHOBAHHBIM MALLIMHWUCTOM.

BepHyBWWCL B rNaBHbIA 3an, BCe paccenncb y KocTpa, 4Tobbl
06CcyanTb, Kak xe Tenepb NOCTYNUTL C NUPAaTamMu U BCEMU WX CO-
KpOBULW,AMU. BbINO pelieHo YyCTpouTb HacToswuin cya, Aabsl onpe-
AENUTb UM CNpaBejinBoe HakasaHvue. M BOT CBA3aHHbIX NWPATOB
npusenu B 3an M NOCTaBUAWU B Yron nNoj OXPaHOW MaTpoCOB.

— Ecnn Bbl CNpPOCUTE MEHA, Kakoe Haka3aHue 3acnyxuan 3Tu
NPOXBOCTbI, — Ha4yan KanuTaH, — TO i CKaxXy Bam, YTO UX HYX-
HO NPUrOBOPUTL K CMEPTU, OTNPaBUTb Ha KOPM akynam, Kak OHU
XOTeNN NOCTYNUTb C HamMw.

Mupatbl cTOoNAM C 6GneaHbBIMM, MPAYHBIMU NULAMU. XMYPO YX-
MBINAACL, OHM CAYWANW pedyb KanuTaHa U crapanucb Npu 3TOM
COXPaHUTb MOJIHYI0O HEBO3MYTUMOCTb.

— BepHo! — KkpuKHYyn oauH u3 marpocoB. — KanutaH npa-
BWUABHO rosoput! Mel «3a»!
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AXum 3aaymunso nNoCMOTpen Ha nNupaTtoB, KOTOpble
no-npexHemy npoaoaxann mon4yatb. [MoTOM OH nokayan rono-
BOW M ckasan:

— HerT, 2 cyuTalo, 4YTO 3TO HECnpaseanuBo.

— Ho Beab oHM 3TOrO 3acnyxunn! — cepauTo B6ypkHyn Kanu-
TaH. — O 4yem TyT eue cnopuTs!

— BnonHe BO3MOXHO, — oTBeTUN [XumM. — HO OHM cnacnu
MHe >XW3Hb, KOrAa BbINOBUAU U3 BOAbI.

— Tebe pewatb, [AXumM, — nNpumupuTenbHO ckasan Jlykac. —

Tol Begb ux nobeann!

— Ecnu mHe aeicTBUTENLHO AaHO NpaBoO pelaTtb Ux cyabby, —
cepbe3HO npogonxan Oxum, — TO A Aapyi0 UM XU3Hb.

MupaTbl TYT Xe nepectanu yxmblnatecs. Hudero He noHumas,
OHU pacTepsIHHO CMOTpenu Apyr Ha Apyra. Takoro nosopoTa CoO-
OLITUIA OHU HUKAK HE OXUAanu.

ManeHbkaa npuHuecca ¢ BOCxulieHuem ragaena Ha [xuma.
D70 6bIN0 OYeHb BEUKOAYLWIHO C €ro CTOPOHbl, AEACTBUTENbHO
no-uapcku.

MupaTbl 0 YeM-TO NOWenTanucb mexay cobow, a NOTOM OAWH
U3 HUX BBLICTYNWUA BNepea M cKasan:

— Axum Myroeka! Teoe pelweHne cnacno Tebe xusHb, Tebe
U TBOUM ApPYy3bsM. Mbl, KOHEYHO, nuxue pebaTa, HO Mbl YymeeMm
LeHUTb Beankoaywme. MycTb COXpeT MEHA akyna, €Can 3TO He
Tak! Mbl pewunu oTnycTUTbL Bac Ha BOAIO.

— Hert, Bbl TOALKO NOcAywWwanTe, YTO OH Tam HeceT! — pPABKHYN
KanuTaH, HanMBasCb KPOBbIO OT ApocTU. — CoBcem yxe cHpeH-
ann! Takux HaxanoB euwe csetr He BuabiBan! Hapo xe, kakue ao0-
6peHbkue! [la 4yero TamM C HUMMU YUKaTbCH, B3AEPHYTb Ha MauTy,
U aeny koHeu!

— He Hapo ropsuntbcs, — nepebun Jlykac rHesHyio Tupaay
CTaporo MoOpCkoro BoAKa. — Y MeHs Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO 3Tu nap-
HUW He wyTaT. [laBainte nydwe NOCAYLAEM, YTO OHWU HaM CKaxyT.

MupaT CNOKOWHO BbIHEC BeCb TOT NMOTOK 6paHu, KOTOpLIA 06pYy-
WKW HA Hero KanuTaH, HU OAWH MYCKYN He APOrHYA Ha ero nuue.

— [xum [lyroska, — npoaonxan OH 4Yepe3 HeKOTOpoe Bpe-
MfA, — Tbl Hac nobeaun un ceszan. Bcé, kak cka3aHO B ApeBHEM
cutke. MpeackasaHne cbbINOCb. Mbi 6GbIAM FOTOBBI NPUHATL CMEPTH
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U He cobupanucb HMKOro MonuTb O nowiage. AbsBon Hac 3abepw,
ec/mM 370 He Tak. Ho 3Haete, 4TO 6110 6bI ¢ Bamu ganswe? Bul 6bl
HUKOrga He Bbibpanucb M3 3TOM KpenocTu, umsa kotopoir Oko bypu.
Heyxenu Bbl AymaeTte, 4TO BOT 3TW BalUM MAaTpocel U BOT 3ITOT Ball
KanuTaH cymeloT BbiBeCTU kopabnb oTcioaa? KnsiHycb npeucrnogHe,
60NbWOK CMepPY MOXeM OAO0NETb TONLKO Mbl, YepToBa [ioxuHal

— [la, oH npaB, — y6uUTLIM ronocom npobopmoTan Axum.

Kanutan yxe 6bln10 packpbin poT, 4TOb6bl YTO-TO CKasaTb, HO
NOCKONbKY HUYEro TO/IKOBOro OH BO3pasuTb Ha 3TO He Mmor, TO
pOT NPULLINIOCL CHOBA 3aKpbITh.

— [xum llyroska, — B3sn CAOBO APYrow nupar, — Mbl pe-
wunmu otee3Tn Tebs U TBOMUX Apy3ed Tyaa, Kyaa Bbl 3axoTute. Ho
TONILKO NPU OAHOM YCNOBUMU.

— Kakoe xe Bawe ycnosue? — cnpocun [xum.

— Tol AOMKEH OTNYCTUTb Hac Ha cBobogy, — OTBeTMN nuparT,
cBepkas rnasamu.

— [la, ToNbKO 3TOro Bam Kak pa3 M He xBaTaeT ANsa MOAHOro
CYacTbf, — €XMAHO BCTaBUA TYT KaruTaH.

[xnm 3aaymancsa, HO NOTOM MNOKadyan ronoBOn U CKasan:

— Hert, a8 He mory 3Toro caenatb. Bbl 6yaete onatb pasboit-
HM4YaTb Ha mope. CTaHeTe CHOBa HanmajaTtb Ha kopabnu u rpabutb
ux. Bol 6yaeTte BopoBaTb AeTei U 3aHUMATLCA NpoyYnmu Hebnaro-
BUAHBIMK Aenamu. Echn TakoBO Bale ycnosue, TO NPUAETCA Ham
BCEM OCTaTbCs 34€Ch.

Mupatel monyann. NoToM OAWH U3 HUX MOAHANCA U MOCMOTpen
Ha [xuma ropAbiM B3rnsiaom.

— [xum lyroska, — Hayan OH FNyxumM ronocom, — g CKaxy
Tebe, 4TO Mbl cobupaemcs aenatb Ha camom gene. Mol JaBHO yxe
MOKNSAUCL APYr APYry, 4YTO ecnn KTo-HMbyab Koraa-Hubyab Hac
no6eaunt, 10 YeptoBa [lokuHa nepectaHeT CyLlecTBOBaTb. TakoBa
Hawa knaTea. Mol HUKOrAa He NPUMEM HUKAKOro HakasaHus. U
HeBaXKHO, CNpaseaNnBOe OHO MAU HET. HUKTO He MOXET BLIHOCUTL
Ham NpUroBOp U CyAWTb Hac. Mbl camu cebe cyabu. BoT Tak. Ml
BENMWU HaWy NAUXYIO XWU3Hb MO 3aKOHaM NMpaTcTBa U YyBCTBOBANU
cebn coBepweHHO cBoGoAHbBIMU. Tenepb Mbl nobexaeHbl. N Ham
HUYEro He OCTAeTCA, KaKk CaMUM CBECTU CYETbl C 3TON XWU3HbIO.
Pa3boiMHMKN [OMKHBI YyMUPATb Kak pasbovHUKU. Mbl nonnbiBem
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Ha ceBep, U Tam, cCpeau BeYHbIX NbAOB, NOA NOKPOBOM BEYHOM
HOYM, Mbl HanAEeM CBOIO CMEepTh.

I>XXuM CMOTpen Ha NUPATOB LUMPOKO PACKPLITHIMU FNa3amu. ITu
OT4yasiHHble ropabie 6paTba-pa3boiHMKU, HECMOTPA Ha BCE 3N10-
AEAHUSA, KOTOpble OHW COBEPLUUNU, Bbi3bIBANN Y HEro HEBONbHOE
yBaxxeHue.

— Ecnhu s Bac otnywy Ha cBo60ay, — OCTOPOXHO CNpOCUN
OXUM, — TO Bbl MOXeTe MHe noobeliaTb, YTO HUKOTAA HUKOMY
He NpPUYUHUTE 3na?

HekoTopoe Bpems nupatbi 06aymbiBann npeanoxeHue [xuma,
a NOTOM OAMH U3 HUX CKa3an:

— Y Hac ecTb ewe OA4HO Aeno, KOTOPOE Mbl AO/MKHbLI AOBECTH
AO KOHUA, npexAae 4em OTNpaBuTbCA Ha ceBep. Beab 3TO Apa-
KOHWa nomMorna Bam HanMTU Hac, npasaa? Toi Tak pacckasbiBan
CBOUM APY3bAM.

— Jla, — otBeTun [xum, — 6e3 Hee MHe 6bl Bac He O40NETH.

Mupat KUBHYN U NepernsHyncs co cBoUMU BpaTbsimM.

— Mbl JOMKHBI HaWTK ee. Y Hac ¢ Hel cBou cyeThl. OHa npe-
Aana Hacl — cepAMTO KPUKHYAN OH.

Oxum Bonpolwatouie nocmorpen Ha Jlykaca. ToT 3aaymunBo
Kypun cBsoio Tpybky.

— OHu euwie He 3HalOT, — npowenTtan [Ixum csoemy Apyry Ha
yX0, — 4TO ApakoHLWa npespatunacb Tenepb B 3o0n0Toro [pakoHa
Myapoctu. Kak Tbl AymMaellb, OHU MOrYT TyT 4TO-HMOYAb caenatb?

— EaBa nn, — cepbe3Ho otBeTUn Jlykac, — HO MHe Kaxercs,
4TO, HaBepHOe, BCe-TaKU HYXHO, 4TOObl ApakoH u YepTtoBa [io-
XWUHA elie pa3 BCTPETUAUCD.

[Xum cHOBa NOBEpHYNCA K nNuparam MU ckasan:

— £ 3Haio, rae HaxoAuTCA ApakoH. Bam camum 6e3 meHs ero
He HaiTu. lNoknsHUTEeCb, YTO Bbl 6OMbLWIE HU HA KOO He AepxuTte
3nal

— KnaHemcsa, — ApYXHO OTBETUAU NUPATHI FYXUMKU FONOCAMM.

Torpa Oxum BCTan u passsasan Bcex nupartos. Bce 3atamnu gbi-
xaHue. lupatbl cMoTpenn Ha [kuma, n B3rnsa y Hux 6bin OveHb
CTPaHHbIN.

— Tak, — ckasan [xum, passsasbiBas nocnegHero nupara, —
Tenepb AaBaiTe NepeHecem BCe COKPOBUWEA HAa Kopabnb, U B NyThb!

199



Kakoe-To MrHoBeHue nupartbl ewe konebanucb, HO NOTOM
BCE-TakUh MNOAYUHUAUCL ero npukaly. KOHEYHO e, maTpochl TOxe
nomoranu nepeHocuTb rpysel. fla, kKapTMHa nNony4yunacb Bne4aTns-
oulan — nopsaAOYHLIE MOPEXOAbLI B KOMMAHWU C OTMNETbIMU pas-
60HUKaMN TackaloT CyHAYKWU, HabuTble AparoueHHOCTAMMU U 3a-
MOPCKUMU TKaAHAMM.

— Yept nobepu, ctapuHa! — npobacun Jlykac, Beinyckas knyObo
Abima. — [leno-To 0oka3anocb HewyTouHbIM. B Takon puckoBaHHOM
Urpe HeBepHbIl War — W Bce 6bl nponano.

— [a yx! — cornacunca ¢ HUM kanutaH. — 3abopan meHs
akyna, ecnu 310 He Tak! Y MeHA nNpamMO A0 CUX NOp Ha ronose
BOJIOCH AbIOOM CTOAT, a B 3TOM NUPATCKOM NIOrOBE U NPUYECATHCH
Heuem. lloagymatb TONbLKO, Kakas HacC xAana nedvyanbHas y4vacTb!
YTOo HM rosopuTe, a Haw NpuHY MuppeH NpPUHAN €ANHCTBEHHO
BepHOe pelweHune. A, KOHEYHO, He KakoW-Hubyab XenTopoTbii
loHel, U pebaTa MOU CBOE Aeno 3HAIOT, HO CKaXy YeCTHO — Ham
HU 33 YTO He BbIBECTM OTCloAa kopabnb. DTO NOA CUAY TOALKO OT-
YasHHLIM AUxayam BpPOAE HalMx NUpaToB. A NPOCTOMY MOpPExXoaY
Takne ¢opTenu Aa BblKpyTacbl U BO CHE He NOBTOPUTb. Tak 4TO
urpa 6bina U BNpsmMb pUCKOBaHHOW, HO [xum TlyroBka Boilwen u3
Hee nobeautenem.

— MWrpa ewe He okoH4yeHa. IoCcMOTpUM, 4YTO Aanblue byaeT, —
npobopmotan Jlykac.

Koraa HakoHel BCe 6bl10 rOTOBO K OTMALITUIO, OAUH U3 NUPAaTOB
noaowen k [xumy un ckasan:
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— Mol MmOXem Tporatbcs B nyThb. Kyaa Bam Haao?

— B Kutan, — otBetun [xum.

Bce BbIWAM M3 KPENnocTU U cean Ha kopabnb ¢ KpoBaBO-Kpac-
HBIMU Napycamu.

Tak Hauyanocb nocnepHee nyTelweCcTBUE, KOTOPOE NPUHECET eLle
Hemano Clopnpusos.

FAABA ABAAUATD WECTAS,
8 kxomopoti 8 yecms ITune Iloneza eo3deuzaemcs
namamuuk, a 3oaomoti [pakon Mydpocmu
gnadaem 8 HemMua0CMdb Y KUMAiicko20 umnepamopa

Hy a uto xe npousowno c MNuHr MNoHrom ¢ Tex nop, kak OH NOKK-
Hyn 60pT rocyaapcTeeHHoro kopabns B cBoeit HeobbIYHOM cnaca-
TENLHON LWWAIONKE, U3 KOTOPOA OH MOT BUAETb, Kak MOrydyee Cya-
HO B3NeTeN0 Ha BO3AYX, a €ro >ankue OCTaHKU NOWAN KO AHY?

Muur ToHry TOoXe npuwaoce Hecnaako. N Bce xe 3to 6bin0
camoe yBnekaTtenbHoe nyTewecTBUe 3a BCIO €ro He CAUWKOM
AOATYI0 XU3Hb. [MMHF MOHr nokasan cebs HACTOAWMUM MOAOALIOM.
CBoum 6ecnpumepHbIM MYXecTBOM M XpabpocTbio OH CHMUCKan
3acnyxeHHylo cnaBy y cebs Ha poauHe, rae ewe AOATO NIOAM
6yAyT YTUTb CBOEro ManeHbKoro repos, nepejasas U3 NOKONEHUR
B NOKOJAEHUE UCTOPUM O ero HebbiBanbix NoaBurax.
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OcTaBWHUCb OAUH-OAUHELLIEHEK cpeaun GeckpaliHero 6ylyiouiero
oKeaHa, BAanu OT 3emnu, oT noaen, MNuHr ToHr npuHanca pas-
MBILWNATB, YTO K€ MOXHO NPEeANpPUHATL B Takow cuTyauuu. Npasga,
pasmbllinaTe 66110 AOBONABHO TPYAHO, NOTOMY YTO BOJIHbI LUBLIPA-
nm v 6ontanu noxaHb BO BCE CTOPOHbI, M [MuHr MNoHra oT 3TOro
340poBO TpACNno. KOHeYHO, emy Takoe obOpalueHue He CAULLIKOM
HPaBUNOCb, MOrM Obl U NOBEXNUBEE, AYyMan OH NPO BOAHbLI, HO
)KanoBaTbC ObINO pelwnTeNnsHO HEKOMY, BOKPYr TONbKO BeTep Aa
OKeaH, Tak 4YTO NPUWAOCL CMUPUTBLCS C TakMMKU HeyaobcTBamu.
besycnewHo NbITaacb NOMMATbL 3a XBOCT XOTb Kakyto-HUbGyab TON-
KOBYIO MbiCNb, TTUHr MOHr 4yTb 6bLINO HE YNYCTUA CBON YyAECHLIN
30HTUK — NOPbLIB BETPa YXe noaxsatun ero, HO lMuHr MoHr ycnen
BOBpPEMSA YLENUTLCA 3a pyyKy. BO3MYLLEHHBIA TaKUM HaxanbHbIM
NOBeAEHWEM CTUXUMU, OH U30 BCEX CUN TAHYN CBOW 30HTUK K cebe.
Ho Betep TOXe He caaBanca. 310 6bina Hactoawas 6opbba — K10
koro. Heuctosble nopbiBbl BeTpa 06pywunBanucb Ha yTnoe cyae-
HbIWKO [MuHr MoHra — Kkasanocb, ewe HEMHOXKO, U OH yneTut
BMECTE CO CBOUM 30HTUKOM. OTBaXHbIA MOPEXOA OTHANIHHO CO-
npotusnanca. OfHON pykon OH BUENUACA B NOXaHb, ApPYyron —
B 30HTUK. U TyT emy B ronosy npuwina 6nectawas uaesa. Jloskum
ABUXEHUEM OH CHAN Kyllak, KOTOpbiM 6bln MoanoscaH ero 30.10-
TOW xanart, U Kpenko NpuBA3aN 30HTUK K py4yKe NOXaHW, Tak 4TO
noNy4Yunca Hactosawum napycHuk. lpasaa, KOHCTPYKLUMA BbilLNA,
NPAMO CKaXeM, HECKONbLKO CTpaHHaa, HO 3aTO Tenepb BETep AyN




KyAa HaAo, U HeobbiuHbIi kopabnb 604p0O npoaBurancs snepea,
a He CKakan Kak CymacClwealuin no BONHaM.

KoHe4yHO, npu HebnaronpuaTHOM cTevyeHun obcToaTenscts MuHr
MoHra morno 3aHecTu kyaa-Hubyab Ha Kpai cseTa, M nponan 6bl
OH B 6eCKOHeYHbIX NPOCTopax OkeaHa. Ho, kK cyacTbio, BeTep Ayn
NPAMO B Ty CTOPOHY, rae Haxoaunca Kutai, Tak 4TO yxxe BeYepom
TOro camoro AaHd, koraa xum ouytunca B CtpaHe, Kotopoit bbiTb
He AonxHo, nnaByyas noxaHub ¢ Muur MoHrom Ha 60pTy BOWNA
B raBaHb [lekuHa.

EaBa TONbkO pbi6aku 3aMeTUNU CTPaHHOE CYAEHbLIWKO, OHU TYT
)X€ HanpaBWUAUCb €My HaBCTpedyy U, o6HapyXuB B HEM BEPXOBHO-
ro 60H3y, MOMEHTaNbHO AOCTaBUAM ero Ha 6eper. OuyTUBLIKUCH
B 6e3onacHocTn, MuHr MOHr nepBbIM AENOM CTan AymMatb, Kak emy
cnactu csoux apysen. OH pacnopsaanncs, 4tobel BCe NOAKMU, KO-
pabnu, Becb kuTaickuin GnoT M BoobLLE BCE, YTO MOXET Tak WMAW
WHaye nepeaBUratbCa MO MOPIO, HEMEANEHHO BbILW/AM Ha MOMOLLb
notepneBlwum kopabnekpyweHue. HyxxHo 6bin0 monbiTaTbCca Hait-
T KOMaHAy 3aToHyBwero kopabna u, ecnu noseseT, NAEHHUKOB,
KOTOpbIX 3axBaTunu nupatbl u3 Yeptosoi [ioxuHbi. Moka kopab-
NN rOTOBUAKUCL K OTNALITUIO, MuHr MoHr nobexan Kk umneparopy,
4yTO6bI pacckasaTb eMmy 060 BCeM CNyyYuBWIEMCH. YCNbIWAB O TOM,
4TO MPOM3OLWNO0, UMNEpPATOp CTpalwHo onedvanuncs. fope ero 6bino
6e3rpaHnyHO. CepaLe OTYHAAHHO CXWMMANOCh MPU MBICAU O TOM,
Kakas Xecrtokas y4acTb NocTurna ero niobumyio AouYb.

— Tak A u He cymen ee ybepeyb, — nobneaHes, cka3an OH. —
Motepsan n ee, U moux 6GnaropoaHbIX Apy3e.

C 3TUMM cnoBamu OH yAanuNCa B CBOUM MNOKOU U TOPbLKO 3a-
nnakan.

Muur MOHr B3N MMNEpPaTOPCKYIO KONACKY WM MOMYANCA BO BCIO
NPbiTb B raBaHb.

Bce 66110 rotoBO K OTNALITMIO. MUHF MOHr GLICTPO NOAHANCA Ha
60pT camoro 60/bLWOro Kopabns, KOTopbI Ao/mkeH Gbln MATU BO rNa-
Be GAOTUAMM U yKasbiBaTb NYTb K MECTy Kposasoi 6utsbl. Kopabau
BbILLAW M3 raBaHW. 31O ObiN UeNbil N1ec MauT — 60NbLUNX, MaNeHbKUX,
CPeAHUX: KyAa HN KWHelWb B3rnsg — NOBCIOAY TOALKO napyca u peu.

Ckopo yxe cnacatenu aobpanucb A0 uenu. PacTaHyBlWMCbL Ha
MHOrO MUANb, OHWU O6LWapuan Bce mope, paboTtanu BCIO HOYL NpU
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ceeTe cdakenoB. 3aberas Bnepea, CKaXem, 4TO NOTPYAUNUCH OHM
He 3ps — Bce XepTBbl kopabnekpylweHus 6binn cnaceHsl. 3a 3TOT
NOABUI BEPXOBHOMY 60H3e 6bin BO3ABUrHYT NO3AHEE NaMATHUK —
curypa MNuHr MoHra B HaTypanbHylo BenuuuHy. [paBaa, NpuUwnoch
BOAPY3UTb €€ Ha BbICOKYIO U3YMPYAHYIO KONOHHY, Aabbl npoxoxwue
He CNOoTbIKaNUCb 06 Hee. DTOT MamsATHUK cToUT B [lekuHe U No cei
A€Hb, TaK YTO BCAKUW, KTO NpuesdxaeTr Cloja, MOXET ero ysuaeTb
CBOWMMU rnasamu.

BbinoBuB Bcex noTepneBlMX kopabnekpyweHue, cnacatenun He
ycnokounucob. HyxHO 6bin0 ewle HaNTU NAEHHWUKOB, 3aXBaY€HHbIX
YepToBon [oxuHown. MNMuHr TOHr He XxOTen ocTaBnAaTb CBOUX APY-
3ei B 6ege.

BoT noyemy, koraa Ha cneaylouwnin AeHb BEYEPOM MUPATCKUM
kopabnb C KPOBaBO-KPACHBIMWU Napycamu NpuyYanun B Umneparop-
CKOW raBaHW, Tam He 6bi10 HM Aywn. MoxHO cebe NpeACTaBuUTS,
Kakou nepenonox nNoaHAnca B ropoge. Bece pewwunu, uto Yeprosa
AoxunHa ceitvac HanaaeT Ha ekuH, pa3HeceT ero B nNyx U npax
U He OCTaBUT KaMHA Ha KamHe. oaAaBWNCL NAHWKE, HEKOTOpbIE
6pocuancb BOH M3 ropoja, CTapascb MOCKopee YHeCTU HOru U3
ONacHOro mecta, apyrue, 6onee cmensle, pasbexanucb No Aomam
u 6biCTpO 3abappuUKaanpPOBAIUCH.

Koraa Jlykac n [xum B conposoxaeHuu Jin LWu, kanutaHa
U MaTpoCOB cowWwnu Ha Geper, OHU yBUAENU COBEPLUIEHHO BbIMEP-
wuin ropoa. B raBaHu, Ha ynuuax, B napkax — Hurge He 6bino
HU AywWMW.

— BoT Mbl 1 BepHynucb, — ckasan Jlykac, — HO, KaxeTca, Hac
3A€Cb He XAYT.

Mupatbl cCHayana BpoAe Kak He xOTenn nokuaate kopabnb, Ho,
nokone6aBlINCb HEMHOXKO, BCE e COWNN OAWUH 3a APYIUM U Te-
nepb CTOANN B CTOPOHKE C BUAOM AOBOBHO XMYPbIM U MPaYHbIM.

Mockonbky NO6AU30CTU HE BUAHO ObINO HWU OAHOW KONACKM,
ApPY3bAM MPUWNOCL UATU NEWKOM AO CamMOro MMNEepaTopckoro
ABopua. Beuepeno. Bokpyr uapuna nonHaa tuwuHa. OHM WU
NO NYCTbIHHLIM yAuuam u naowaaam, MUMO AOMOB C Harayxo
3aKpbiToiMU  ABepsaMu U okHamu. CBeT Hurae He ropen. Ty xe
KapTUHY OHW YBMAENW, KOrAa NOAOWANU K UMNEPATOPCKOMY ABOP-
uy. [laxe u3 oxpaHbl HUKOro He 6bino. MpaBaa, He NOTOMY, 4TO

204



CTPaXHNUKKU UCNyranucb, a NOTOMY, 4YTO OHWU OTNPABUAUCL CTPOEM
B raBaHb, 4To6bl AaTb OTNOpP Aep3kMm nupaTam. [pu 3TOM OHU
MOWAN KOPOTKON AOPOroi, BOT MOYEMY MyTEWECTBEHHNUKN C HUMU
PasMUHYNNUCH.

BopoTta asopua 6bian 3akpbiThl, U JIn Wn nposena Bcex yepes
KyXHI0. B TemHbIx kopuaopax 6bin0 TUXO M NYCTbIHHO. lynko OT-
AaBanucb LWwaru.

Boinas B 60NbLWOR TPOHHLIA 3an, OHW yBUAENM WMNEpaTopa,
KOTOpbIM B OAMHOYECTBE HEMOABUXHO CUAEN, NOHUKHYB ONOBOW,
Ha cBoem cepebpaHOM TpOHE, ykpalweHHOM 6punnnaHTamu, noj
wenkoBbim ronyboim HangaxuHom. B 3ane Tyckno ropena TOAbKO
OAHa CBeua.

Umnepatop meaneHHO NOAHAN rONOBY W B3rNSHYN Ha BoOweA-
wux. B TemHOTe OH He cpa3y NOHAN, KTO 3TO Tam CTOUT HA no-
pore. OH 3aMeTUn TONbKO BbICOKME urypbl nupatoB. N Toraa oH
BcTtan. benas 6opoaa A0 camoro nona, GnegHoe AULO, TOPALLUA
B30p — BeCb ero 061Kk BHYWAan HEBONbHOE MOYTEHME.

— Y710 Bam Hajgo euwe, HeccoBecTHble, XecTokue 3nogen?! —
BOCK/IMKHYN OH TUXUM FONOCOM, KOTOpPblA 6bln cablweH aaxe
B CaAMOM jJanbHem yray 3ana. — Yero Bbl xoTute? Bbl OTHAAM
y MeHs camoe pgoporoe. N Tenepb euwe XOTUTE NUWINUTb MEHSA
TpoHa 1 Bnactu? He 6blBaTb 3TOMY HMKOraa, Nokyaa f xwus!

— [ana! — 3akpuyana maneHbkaa npuHuecca. — Heyxenu Tbl
He y3Haewsb Hac?!

/v Wn noabexana k oTuy M H6pocunace Ha weio. MimnepaTtop
octonbeHen o1 pagocTu. He cpasy npuwen OH B YyBCTBO U Kpen-
KO npuxan k cebe CBOIO ManeHbkylo AO4ypky. [lBe 6necTawiue
CNe3UHKN CcKaTUANCb NO ero HneaHbiM Liekam Ha GENOCHEXHYIo
6opoay.

— [leBouka mos! Mosa ntuuka! He moxet 6biTb! A He Bepun
yXe, 4To Korga-Hubyab yBuxy Tebsa cHosa!

Mupatbl NepernaHyAncb, BUA Yy HUX 6bin JOBONBHO CMYLLEHHBIN.
To, 4TO OHM yBMAENN, PacTporano ux Ao rybuHbl aywu. Hukoraa
elle OHWU He UCMbITbIBAAN NOAOOHBIX YyBCTB. YTO-TO LWEBENbHYNOCH
B UX cepAauax, HO OAHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM UM CTano Kak-TO He
no ce6e. OHU CTOANU COBEPLUEHHO pacTepsiHHble, CNOBHO CUAACH
NOHATb, YTO Xe 3TO Takoe C HUMU MPOU3OLINO.
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Mmnepatop Tem BpemeHem nogowen k [xumy un Jlykacy. O6-
HAB CBOUX ApYy3ei, OH MOMPUBETCTBOBAAN 3aTem KkanuTaHa M Mma-
TPOCOB.

TyT ero B3rns4 CKONb3HYN NO MAUpaTam.

— 3HauuT, Tenepb 3TU 3104en BaliW NAEHHUKU? — CNPOCUA OH.

— Her, oHu cBo60AHb, — OTBETUAN [KUM.
Nmnepatop yauMBneHHO BCKUHYn 6poBy.
— [la, Bawe Benuyectso, — BCTynNun B pasrosop Jlykac, —

OHU cBO6OAHBLI, U Tem He MmeHee YepToBoi [loxuHbl Honble




He cyuwiecTByeT. Ham 6bl HM 3a 4TO Ux He nobeauTb, HO NPUHL
MuppeH cnpaBuaca ¢ HUMM.

— Kr0 3710 Takoit — npuHu MuppeH? — Bce 6onblue yausnsa-
ACb, CAPOCUN UMNEepaTop.

Apy3ba paccka3anu emy Bce NO NOpPAAKY. Buicnywas AO KOH-
Ua WX YAUMBUTENLHYIO UCTOPUIO, UMNepaToOp euie AONTO mon4an
M TONBKO CMOTpen C Niob0oBbI0 U BOCXULLEHMEM HA MAaNEHLKOro
YepHONULLEro Manbyuka, NOCNEAHEro NOTOMKA OAHOrO U3 Tpex
3HAMEHUTBIX BONXBOB.

— [puHy MuppeH, — ckasan OH 4yepe3 HeKOoTopoe Bpems, —
A cAenaio BCE, YTO B MOUX CuUnax, YTOObl Thl CHOBA Hallen 3emiio
TBOUX nNpeakoB U obpen To, 4TO NpuHaanexut Tebe no npasy.

3atem OH B34 CBeyy U nogowen Kk nuparam. MeaneHHo nepe-
XOAUN OH OT OAHOrO K APYrOMY, Hanps>XX€HHO BrNAAbIBASACL B UX
nnua, CNOBHO XOTen OOHapYyXuTb B HUX YTO-TO OMPeAENEeHHOE.
MupaTbl NbITAaNUCE CMOTPETb AEP3KO U MPAYHO, HO 3TO Y HUX
He nony4anocb, U OHWU onyckanu rnasa. Yepes HeKOTOPOE Bpems
UmnepaTop nokayan ronoBou U ckasan:

— [oxoxe, Bbl He HamepeHbl CAaBaTbCA, XOTA U NOHECAU no-
paxeHue!

— [la, — oTBETUN OAUH U3 NUPATOB FNYyXUM ronocom. — Yep-
ToBa [ioxuHa HUkoraa He caaetcal OTBeauTe HAc Tenepb K npe-
Aatenio, Kk ApakoHy. Mebl 3a 3TUM npuexanu cioaa.

— [ApakoH! — ucnyraHHo BckpukHyn umnepatop. — O He60!
Al coBepLunN OFrPOMHYIO HECnpaBeANUBOCTb!

— Y10 € HUM? — cnpocun [xum.

— Koraa MuHr MoHr coobwmnn MHe CTpaliHylO HOBOCTb, f co-
BEPLWEHHO AUWNACA pa3yma OT ropa. A OTnpaBunca K Apako-
Hy, 4TO6bI Npu3BaTb e€ro K OTBeTy. A Ayman, 4To OH cneuuans-
HO OTNpaBuA Bac Ha norubenb, 3aMOpPOYMB Bam ronOBY CBOMMMU
TEMHbIMU pedyamu. Ho Ckonbko A HU NpOCUN, HU YMOANAN ero,
CKONbKO HU Yrpoxkan emy, OH MOA4Yan U HUYEro He OTBeYan Ha
mou Bonpocbl. OH pa3roBapuBaeT TONbKO C BaMWu, MOWU ApPY3bA.
MeHsa oxBaTun CTpallHbIA FHEB, U A pelunn HakasaTb ero. A se-
Nen BLIKNIOYUTL B €r0 NaBUAbOHE CBET, YTOOLI OH OTHbIHE cuaen
B TEMHOTe. A elle A npukasan 3anepetb ABEpPb HA TaKOW 3amok,
KOTOPbIA HE CyMeeT OTKPbITb HU OAWH YENOBEK Ha CBeTe.
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— MpocTuTte, Bawe BenuuectTBo, — nepebun umnepatopa Jlykac,

KOTOPOMY He Teprnenocb KOe-4TO BbIACHUTb. — Bbl TONbLKO 4TO
ckasanu, 4To MuHr MoHr 6bin 3aecb?
— [fa, mou 6naropoaHbie Apy3bs, — OTBETUA UMNepaTop

W pacckasan o Tom, kak cnaccs MuHr MoHr, u o06BACHUA, 4TO
Tenepb OTBaXHbIA ManeHbKUA repon oTNpaBUNCA HA MOMOLWb NO-
TepneBwUM kopabnekpyleHue.

— Ax BOT noyemy B raBaHu 6bL10 Tak NycTto, — Aoraganca [xkum.

— Yept nobepu! — npobopmoTtan Jlykac. — ITOT Manbiw
AEACTBUTENbHO TONKOBLIN NapeHb, HUYEro He Ckaxkelb!

— 3710 TOo4yHOo! — cornacunca Axum.

— Tak uytO Mbl 6yaem agenatb C ApPakOHOM? — CMPOCUN Umne-
patop. — f AOMXEH ceilyac e nepes HUM U3BUHUTLCA. HO Kak
XK€ MonacTb K HeMy, eCau 3amMOK He OTKpbiBaeTca?

— JlaBaitiTe noingem TyAa U Tam Ha mecte pasbepemcs, —
npeanoxun paccyautenbHolin Jlykac.

Bce, Bknloyas nupatos, B3AnuM cebe No cBeye, U Npoueccus
ABWHYAacb NO MYCTbIHHOMY ABOpUYy B 6e31104HbIA HOYHON Napk.

FNABA ABAAUATbLD CEAbBMASA,
6 ;comopoii HeYdemHoe crmaHosumea YemHuovim

Moaonaa x naroae, Jlykac apan noaepxarb CBOIO cBeyy [xu-
MY ¥ MOMNbITANCA OTKPbITb 3aMOK, KOTOpbI Obln HaBeweH Ha
TONCTYlO TaXenylo uenb. CHavyana Jlykac 6oponcs ¢ HUM Tep-
neHWem, a NOTOM cuaon. HO Kak OH HM CTapancs, HU4Yero He
BbIXOAMUNO.

B KOHUE KOHUOB OH BbINPAMUACA, OTep NOT co nba u ckasan:

— [a, 3Ty nNpokNATylo WTYKOBUHY WU BNPAMb HUYEM He OT-
kpoews!

— 3TOT 3aMOK HeJapOM Ha3biBaeTCA «BEYHbIM», — [PYCTHO
cKkasan umneparop. — Y Takux MexaHU3IMOB BCerga eCcTb CBOW
cekpeT, KOTOpblA Ha NPOTAXEHWUU CTONETUA nepefaeTcs U3 NOKO-
NeHnsa B NOKOAeHWUe, OT macTepa K mactepy. Ewie Hukoraa HUKOMY
He yAaBanocCb OTKPbITb NOAOOGHLIA 3aMOK.

OauH 13 NUpaToB BbllWEN BNEpes U Cka3an:
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— [aBaitte-ka, 6partubl!

Mupatbl NONpocMAK Noaepxartb UX CBEYM, a CaMn PasAEeNUANCb Ha
ABE rpynnbl 1, yXBaTUBWKUCL 3@ LENb, NPUHANUCL TAHYTb €e B pas-
Hble CTOpPOHbI. Llenb HaTaHynacb, U HekoTopoe Bpems 6bino Cabiw-
HO TONbKO, Kak MbIXTAT OT Hanps>XeHus nupartsl. M BAPYr pa3aancs
TPeck, U cpesHee 3BEHO B LENW pasfNeTenocb Ha MeNKne KyCOYKM.

— Bot 310 pa6bora!l — npo6bopmotan Jlykac. — Kpome Bac,
HaBepHoe, HUKTO 6bl He caloxu!

Mupatbl TOAKHYNAW ABEPb NaroAbl W BOWAW BHYTPb. [10CKOAb-
Ky Tam 6b10 TEMHO, MM NpUWNOCL NOAOXAATb, MOKa CAEAOM
3a HumKn BonayT [xum, Jlykac n Bce ocTanbHble. [lparoueHHble
KamHM1, KOTOpPbIMM 6biiN yKpawleHbl CTeHbl U MOTONKU, TAUHCTBEHHO
nobneckusanu B nonympake. Ixum u Jlykac nogownu nobnuxe
k 3onotomy [lpakoHy MyapocTn, KOTOpbIA BCE elie HENnoABUXHO
nexan, NONOXMUB TFONOBY Ha nepeaHue nanbl. 10 HEMy Henb3s
6b110 ckasaTb, 6YATO OH OblN Kak-TO OropyYeH Tem, 4YTO ero Tak
HecnpaBeAnnBo obugenn. HaobopoT, kasanocb, 4TO Ha ero ycrax
urpaet AOBOMbHO Becenas ynbibka. [py3bs OCTaHOBUAUCL Nepes,
HUM, Aepxa B pykax csBou cseyn. OHM monya xaanu. CabitHO
6bI10 TONbKO, KaK TUXOHbKO MOTPECKMBAET Naams.

Mupatbl, COBEPLIEHHO OwlapalleHHble NpPeACTaBLlIe Nepes HUMM
KapTuHOW, cTtosnn 6yaTo ocTon6eHEB U CMOTpenu BO BCe rnasa
Ha ApakoHa.

— Het, — cka3an HakoHel, OAWH U3 HUX, — 3TO He TOT APaKOH,
KOTOPOro mbl uuiem. Ham HyxHa rocnoxa 3y6nep, yepT nobepwu!
Bol Hac o6bmaHynu!

HekoTopbie nupatbl yrpoxaiouie cxsatuauce 3a cabnu. Ho
B 3TOT MOMEHT ApakoH 3aweBennncsi. OH OTKpbiN CBOU U3YyM-
pyAHble rnasa, B KOTOPbIX ONATb CBEPKHYN CTPaHHbLIA 3e1eHOBAaThIN
OroHb. lupatbl 3acTbiAn OT YAUBNEHUS.

— £ Ta, KOTOpYIO Bbl UCKaNW, — pa3fiancs TauHCTBEHHbIA FONOC,
KOTOpbIA, Ka3anochb, wen OTKyAa-TO U3HyTpu 3onotoro [JpakoHa. —
Mbl BMecTe koraa-to TBOPUAM 310, HO Tenepb 8 npeobpasunace,
M Bbl HE y3HaNnU MeHSA.

CoBepweHHO cbuTble C TONKY TakMMKU pedyamu, nupaTtbl OKOH-
4yaTeNbHO pacTepsanUcb. TONbKO OAMH U3 HUX CyMen KOe-KaK Co-
6paTbCa C MbICNAMU U CNPOCUN, CBUPENO CBEPKas rnasamu:
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— [lloyemMy Tbl Hac npegana?

— £ He npeaaBana Bac, — oTBeTUna 6biBWAR rocnoxa 3y6-
nep, — MNPOCTO A 3Hana, YTO NPULINO BPEMS OTKPLITb Bam Npasay,
Aabbl Bbl nepectann npebbiBatb B 3a6nyXAE€HWU U HaKOHeL MNO-
HANMU, YTO Bbl He Te, 3a KOro npuHumaete ceb6s. Tonbko OCO3HaB
3TO, Bbl CMOXETE AOCTOMHO C/AYXWUTb CBOEMY MOBEAUTENID, CBOEMY
uapto, B Ybeil BNaCTU Tenepb U Bbl, U 1.

— Mbl HUKOrAa HUKOMY He 6yaem cnyxuTb! — fAep3ko nepe-
6unn gpakoHa nupartel. — YepTtoBa [ioxuHa He caaetcsl

— Ho Bbl He YeprtoBa [toxuHal — nocabiwanca cHoBa ronoc
ApakoHa.

MupaTbl CMOTpPenu Ha Hero BbiNyyYuB rnasa. [pakoH B3rnsHyn
Ha Jln Wun, kotopas, CNOBHO WUCNYyrasBWUCb 4ero-To, B3fna OTua
3a pyky.

— [puHuecca Min Wu, — ckasan ApakoH, — Tl BeAb y4unacb
y mMeHs B beanaHauun. Momorun, noxanyicra, Tomy, KTo cnac tebs.
NcnpaBb ownbky U caenai M3 HEYETHOro YeTHOE, Kak HamnucaHo
B APEBHEM CBUTKE, 4TO XpaHuacs B ckunetpe uaps Kacnapa.

— Xopowo, noxanywcra, — ene CAbIWHO npolwenTana nNpuH-
uecca.

— byab nobesHa, nepecuuTaii-ka Tex, KTO HasbiBaeT cebs Yep-
ToBOW [I0OXUHOMN.

MpuHuecca Havana cuyuTaTb NUPATOB, WU, KOrAa OHa cocyuTana
nocneaHero, rnasa y Hee cAenanucb COBEPLUEHHO KPYrNbiMU OT
U3YMANEHUS.

— Wx Bcero aBeHapauarb! — ckasasna oHa, HakoOHel OnNpasuB-
WNUCb OT LIOKaA.

Ee cnoBa npoussenu COBEPLIEHHO HeOxXnAaHHbIN 3bdekT: nupa-
Tol BAPYr nobneaHenu, Kak-To Cpasy CHUKAW U BLIMNALENN Tenepb
AOBONBHO Xankumu u bHecnomowHbimu. Bce npucytcTyiomne
6ykBanbHO notepanu gap peuun. Axum u Jlykac, noxanyi, 6uinu
noTpsaceHsl 6onble Bcex. Hago xe, BeAb HUKOMY HE MpULLNO
B roNoBy nepecyntatb pa3boOHUKOB.

OAavH U3 nupatoB BLICTYNWUA Bnepes U, C TPYAOM Npeoaonesas
BONHEHWe, ckasan:

— 3J710ro He moxet 6uiTe! Hac 6bin0 ABEeHaguaTb U OAUH Ka-
nUTaH. 3Ha4uT, BCEro TpUHaALarh.
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— Het, — Bo3pasuna /lu LLUu, — kanutaHom 6bin BCerga KT0-TO

n3 Bac.

— MoxeT 6biTb, Tl U nNpaBa, — CKasan ApPYron nupar.

Ho pa3se He mosnyvaeTcs Tak TpPUHAAUATh?

— Hert, — yBsepeHHo otBetuna Jiulln. — Bce paBHO ABeHaauarts.
— 37O C/AUWIKOM MyApeHO Ans Hac, — npobypyan Tpetuin nu-

par. — Ham Takux WTy4ek He NOHAThL. Kak 3To Tak
Aa OAWMH KanwuTaH, W NojydyaeTtcs ABeHaauaTb?

ABeHaauartb
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— Tyt cam AabaABOon He pa3bepeT C TakMMm CHeTOM-nepecye-

ToM! — BbIpyranca 4eTBepTblii NUparT.
— 3HauuT, Mbi HuKakas He YeprtoBa [oxuHa? — BCTynun
B pasroBop euwe OoAuH nupat. — W Hukoraa eio He 6bian?

Bce npuymonknu. B 3ane souapunacb TuliMHA. lupaTel CTOAAM
COBEPLUIEHHO MOTEPAHHLIE U HE 3HANWU, YTO Xe UM Tenepb Aanblue
Aenartb.

N TyT cHoBa pasaanca ranyxoi ronoc 3onotoro [flpakoHa My-
ApOCTU:

— Mou nosenutenu, nogonante Ko mHe!

Axum u Nykac npubausunuce k [pakoHy.

— Bbl yxxe mHOroe ysHanu, — TUXO NMPOMONBUN OH, — HO elie
He BCE.

— [la, — otBetun [Axum. — A BCE Aenan, kKak Tbl MHE CKasan,
3onotoin lpakoH MyapocTu, U y3Han TaWHy CBOEro pPOXAEHUSA.

— £ 3Halo, npuHU MuppeH, — cHOBa pa3aancs TauHCTBEHHbLIN
ronoc ApakoHa. — Ho Tenepb, 4TOObl CTaTb HAaCTOALUUM LLAPEM,
Tbl AONXKEH €ule HanTU CBOIO POAUHY.

— MoxeT 6biTb, Thl MHE MOACKaXELlb, FAe OHA HAXoAUTCA? —

cnpocun ¢ Haaexaon [xum. — S noayman, 4Tto Tbl, BEPOATHO,
3Haews 3TO.

— Qa, a 3Halo, — otBetun [lpakoH, U cHOBa no ero auuy
CKONb3Hyna nykaeas ynwlbka, — HO i He MOry OTKpbITb Tebe 3Ty

TaiiHy. Ewe He npuwno Bpems. YyaecHas cTpaHa fAAmbanna ckpbita
OT rnas NIACKUX, U HUKTO HE MOXET ee HanTu.

— 3HauynT, MHEe CHOBA NpUAETCA ee UCKaTb CaMoMy? — paso-
yapoBaHHO cnpocun [xum.

— Ha 3ToT pas Thl beccuneH, MO ManeHbkuUil NoBenuTenb, —
OTBETUN ApPaKOH. — HUKTO He moxeT Tebe TyT MOMOYb, KpOMe
3TUX ABEHajuaTtu, KOTopbie cyuTanu cebs YepTtoBor [I0XKUHOW.

MupaTsl HaCTOPOXUAUCH.

— 3Hai, MO ManeHbku BNACTENUH, — NPOAOAXKaN APakOH. —
Y TOro camoro TeMHOAMKOro uaps, myapeiwero Kacnapa, 6bin
KOraa-To 3akNaTbii Bpar. DTUM 3aknaTolm Bparom 6bin 5. Tebe
BeAb WM3BECTHO, YTO APakOHbl — CyllecTBa O4YeHb ApesBHue. Ho
uapto Kacnapy He yaanocb nobeautb mMeHs u npespatuTb B 30-
notoro [lpakoHa Myapoctu. 3To caenan Tol, NpuHU MuppeH.
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Cpeau nupaToB npolen kakou-To wenotok. [xum obepHyn-
CA U yBUAEN, YTO OAUH M3 HUX HaNpPaBNAETCA NPAMO K HEMY.
Moaonas k [Axxumy, Bep3nna CMEpPUN ero B3rNAA0M U CNpocuUn
XpUNAbIM FO/IOCOM:

— /lpakoH TONbKO 4YTO CKa3as, 4To Tbl ero nobeaun. 910 npasaa?

— [la, Bmecte ¢ Jlykacom, — oTtBeTUN [1XUM, KUBHYB FONOBOW.

— W 310 Tbl ero Tak npeob6pasun? — AONLITLIBANCA NUpaT.

— [fla HeT, — 4ecTHO npu3Hancs [xum. — Booblie-To OH cam.
Mpocto Mbl He cTann ero ybusatb u B3aau ¢ coboir. A npeob-
pasunca oH cam no cebe.

— Jfa, Tak u 6610, — noaTeepaun Jlykac.

— [xum lyroeka! — BOCKAUKHYN nupaT, cBepkas rnasamu. —
Tol nob6eann Hac M COXpaHWN HamM XW3Hb. Tbl BMeCTe CO CBOUM
Apyrom nobeaun ApakoHa U TOXE COXPaHUN €My XU3Hb. bnaro-
Aaps 3TOMy OH npeobpasnnca U Tenepb Ha3biBaeT Teba CBOUM
nosenutenem. Mbl NOKASANUCb, 4TO, eCAn KTO-HUOYAb Koraa-Hubyab
Hac nobeaut, YeptoBa [lioxxuHa NpekpaTUT CBOE CyLLeCcTBOBaHUeE.

Ho TyT BOT BbIICHUNOCH, YTO Mbl HMKOrAa U He Gblau YepTOBOI
MoxuHoin. Ctano 6biTb, Tak U Tak C HalWeh WaNKONW MOKOHYEHO.
Tenepb a xo4uy Te6A CNPOCUTL: He COrNACULWIBLCA AU Tbi CTaTb Ha-
WWM KanuTaHOM, pa3 Tbl Y€ BCe paBHO HOCUWbL PYyOUHOBYIO
3se3ay?

[>XUM, COBEpPLIEHHO OrOpPOLUEHHLIN TakUM NPEANOXeHUEM, pac-
TEPAHHO MOCMOTPen Ha Jlykaca, KOTOpbIA CABUHYN CBOIO (pypakKy
Ha 3aTbiIOK M 3aAYMYUBO NOYECHIBAN 32 YXOM.

— HaBepHoe, Huuero He BbiigeTr, — otBeTun [xum nocne
HEKOTOPOWh nay3bl. — MHe Kak-TO He xo4yeTca OblTb NUpPaTCKUM
KanUTaHOM.

— A Henb3q M Ham Toxe Kak-Hubyab npeobpasuTbca, BpoAe
ApakoHa? — C HaAeXxAOW B ronoce cnpocun OAUMH U3 NMUpaTos.

— Het, — nocnblwancs cHosa rnyxon ronoc [lpakoHa, u onatb
CKONb3Hyna nykasas ynbibka. — Bam 3TO M He HyxHO. Bam Hy-
XE€H KOMaHaup W nosenutens. Ecnu Bbl roToBbl K TOMY, 4TOObI
NOAYUHUTLCA ITOMY Manbyuky, Bbl AOMKHLI NPUCATHYTL €My Ha
BEPHOCTb.

— Mol rotosbl! — BOCK/IMKHYN OAWH M3 nupatoB. — Mbl 6yaem
CNYXUTb HallemMy kanutaHy sepoin u npasgoun! KnaHemcs!
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— KnaHemcsa! — noaxsatuamn octasibHble NUparhl.

— HUKTO He MoxeT BacC 3acTaBUTb COBEPWUTbL TO, YTO Bbl
AONXHbI COBEPWUTb, — NPOAOAXKAN ApakOH. — TyT Bbl pelsaeTe
camu, kak Bam 6biTb. Ho aeno 310 TpebyeT Takoi OTBaru U Takoin
CUAbI, YTO BCE PaBHO HUKOMY, KPOMeE Bac, C HUM He CnpaBUTbCA.
TonbkO Tak Bbl MOXeETe UCKYNUTb CBOU rpexu. lNpuHu MuppeH
obpeTeT CBOIO POAMHY AUWb TOraa, Korda ABeHaauatb 6paTbeB
Nno co6CTBEHHOW BONE MPUHECYT MOKasiHue.

— YTO Xe Ham HYXHO Aenatb? — CNpOCUA OAUH U3 NUPATOB.

— Benwukoe uapcteo Kacnapa norub6no B nyuynHe MOpCKoOi, —
Hayan o6bACHATL [lpakoH. — bonblie ThiCAYU NeT Hasaj COMKHY-
AUCb Haj HUM Oyliyiolne BOHLI.

— A noyemy xe OHO 3aTOHYno? — cnpocun [xum.

— A noTomy, 4TO N Benen ero 3aTonuTb, YTOOLI YHUYTOXWTb
CBOEro 3aknAaToro Bpara, TeMHonukoro uapa Kacnapa. Begb apa-
KOHaM NOABAACTHbI BCE BYy/nKaHW4yeckue cunbl. BoT 8 u yctpoun
ManeHbkoe 3emneTpsiceHue, B pe3ynbraTe KOTOPOro U3 raybuHbl
Mopckon nogHanace crpawHaa CrpaHa, Kotopo#t buitb He JlonxHo.
N kak TONbKO 3TO Npou3owWwno, cTpaHa Ambanna TyT e CKpbliach
noa BoAoi. 3HaeTe, kak OblBaeT, kOraa Ha OAHY yawy BECOB
yTo-HMOYAb KNaayT, a Apyras nojHumaetca ssepx. Ambanna uc-
yesna € AMUA 3eMAN, U HWUKTO HUKOrga He Hawen 6bl ee, ecau
6bl coObITUA He NpuHANM Takoi 06OpOT.

— 3HauuT, Tenepb HyxHO 3aTonuTb CtpaHy, Kotopoi bbiTe He
AonxHo, u Toraa Ambanna cHoBa NOAHUMETCA? — cnpocun [xum.

— WmeHHO Tak, — oteBetun [lpakoH. — HO HWUKTO He B CU-
nax cnpasBuTbCa C 3TOW 3ajadven. flaxe a. [NlepeBONNOTUBLIUCH
B 3onoTtoro ApakoHa MyapocTu, f yTpatua cnocobHOCTb CHUMATb
npexHue 3aknatua. Tonbko 3TW ABeHajuatb 6paTbeB, KOTOpble
cyutanu ceba YeptoBoit [i0KMHOM, MOTYT COBEpLUUTb Ceil NOABUT.

— Y7106bI Mbl Camu, COOGCTBEHHbLIMU pyKamu, 3aTONUAU CBOIO
POAHYIO KpenocTb? — 3akpuyanu B OAUH FONOC NUpaThl.

— A 3Haio, YTO Bbl HUYEro HE CTpalmnTeCb, Aaxe CMepTu, —
ckaszan 3onorton [pakoH Myapoctu. — [loiTu Ha Takylo XxeprBy
Bam TpyAHee, YeM NPUHATbL CMepTb.

Mupartbl monuanu.

Yac oTpasunca Ha uUx CypoBbiX AuLax.
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— Chnywaiite aanswe, — NpoAOAXaN cBOO peyb [lpakOH BnacT-
HbIM TONOCOM, UCXOAMBWUM OYATO Obl OTKYAa-TO W3HYTpPU €ro
morydero Tena. — B Bawen kpenoctu, B camom ueHTpe CTpaHsl,
Kotopo# buiTe He [lonxHo, ecTb ocobas koMHaTta, a B Hel ABe-
HaauaTb CTapUHHbLIX ABEPEN, OKOBaHHbLIX MeAablo.

— 370 TO camoe noa3emenbe, B KOTOPOM Mbl 6biau, — weno-
TOM cka3zan [xum Jlykacy.
— Ecnu Bbl OoTKpoeTe aBepu, — OOBACHAN APaKOH Aanblie, —

TO CO BCEX CTOPOH XAbiHYT Oylwyiowine NOTOKU U Pa3onbioTCa NO
nepexoAam, KOpUAoOpam, KOMHaTam, u soaa 6yaeT NOCTOAHHO Npu-
6blBaTb M NOAHMMATLCA BCE BbILUE WM Bbille, U KOrAa OHa AoWaeT
AO Camoro Bepxa, KOrAa He OCTaHeTCA HW OAHOro yronka, kyaa 6bl
He NpPOHMKNA BOAA, TOrAA APOrHET Balia HeNpUCTynHas uuTagens
U yRAEeT Ha AHO NOJA TAXECTbIO BOAHbLIX Macc.

Mupatbl NEpernaHyAncb U HeAOBEPYMBO NOKa4anu ronoBamu.

— Bce mbl N0 oyepean NbITaNUCb OTKPLITb 3TU ABepu, — CkKa-
3an OAMH U3 HUX. — Mbl xoTenmn y3HaTb, 4TO Tam, 3a Humu. Ho
HUKOMY M3 HAC Tak U He yAanocCb CNpaBUTbCA C 3TUM.

— 34ecb ecTb OAUH ManeHbKUI CEKPET, O KOTOPOM Bbl HUYErO He
3HaeTe, — 06BACHUN ApPakOH. — DTU ABEPU OTKPLIBAIOTCA TONLKO
Bce cpasy. MiHaye HMYEro He NOAY4UTCH. BOT nouvemy Hy>kHO, 4TOObI
ABEHAALATb KPENKUX MYX4YWH, C OAMHAKOBOW CUNON, B OAWUH U TOT
)€ MOMEHT, NOTAHYAU ux Ha cebs, u TONbKO TOrAa OHWU OTBOPSATCH.
N TyT yxe Henb3s 6yaeTr mewkatb. HyxHo 6yaeT nockopee aobpats-
ca A0 kopabns, uHave GypHbIA NOTOK 3axNeCcTHET BCeX A0 OAHOrO.

— A B KakOM MecCTe NOAHUMETCA CO AHA MOPCKOrO MOS 3€M-
Nna? — ¢ 3amupanownm cepauem cnpocun [xum.

— BosBpawanca AomMoun, Ha cBon OCTpoBs, npuHu MuppeH, —
oteetTun emy 3onotoi [pakoH MyapoCTu, U 3eneHblii OFOHb B €ro
rnasax BCMbIXHYN TaKUM SAPKUM NNAMEHEM, YTO XOTeNOChb 3axmy-
puTbcs. — BO3BPALLLANCA AOMOMN, U Tbl BCE Y3HAELLD.

CkasaB 37O, ApPaKOH yCTpeMuUn CBOW B30Op KyAa-TO BAaNb, U 3e-
NeHble UCKOPKM, TONbKO 4TO NAfcaBluMe B €ro rnasax, kasanoco,
CHOBa NOTYXAW. [IXUMy elle OYeHb XOTenocChb paccnpocutbe o Mak-
cuke. Ho OH 3Han, uto [lpakoH cerogHs yxe 6onbwe He 6yaer
oTBeyaTb Ha ero Bonpocul. K TomMy xe [IXumy xopolo 3anom-
HUAUCL Te CnoBa, KOTopble ckasan emy [lpakoH B NPOLbIA pas:
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K TEBE BEPHETCA TO, HYTO NPUHAANEXANO TEBE KOTAA-
TO, N BYAET OHO HYUCTbIM U MPO3PAYHbIM. NMocneaHee,
npaBAa, 3BY4ano HECKONbKO 3arafiouHo, HO [Axum 6bin yBepeH,
YTO paHO MAM MO3AHO OH NOMMET CMBICA 3TOrO NpeAcKasaHus.

FTNABA ABAALATD BOCbMAA,
6 KOTTlOpOﬁ nupambst ucxynarom ceou epexu
u coyuMsawom cebe HOB8YM NeCHW

Bce Bbiwnu u3 [pakoHbero naBunabOHA U Tenepb Monya CTos-
N nepes BXOAOM, MO-NPEXHEMY AepxXa B pykax 3ax>XeHHble
CBEYM, KOTOpble 34€eCb, HA BETPY, rOPenn HepOBHbIM MNAMEHEM.
HukTOo He oTBaxuBancs HapywwTb Bceobuiee monyaHue. Bce
B30pbl 6binM obpalwieHbl kK ABeHaauaTu Gpatbam. HanpsxeHue
pocno. Kakoe OHW npumyT peweHue? onayT nu Ha Takyio
TAXENYlo XepTey, uan npuHuy MuppeHy HaBcerga cyxaeHo
6yaet octatbca uapem 6e3 uapcrsa?

Ho nupatbl 6€3M0NBHO CTOSNM NOHYPUB ronoBbl. TyT [Kum He
BblAe€pXan U pewun norosopute ¢ HUMU. OH yxe caenan war
B UX CTOPOHY, HO CNOBa 3aCTPAAU Yy HEro B ropne, U OH He CMOr
NPOU3HECTU HK 3BYKA. [MpaTtbi 3ameTunn ero ABuXeHue, NOAHANU
rnasa oT 3emMNu W NPUCTaNbHO NOCMOTPENU Ha Hero.

— [lai Ham Bpemsa Ha pasmbilNeHne, — NPOMONBUN OAUH U3
HMX. — 3aBTpa Ha 3ape Mbl ckaxem Tebe, kakoBo OyaeT Hawe
pelweHue.

AXUM Monua KUBHYN, MEANEHHO NOBepHyncs u nobpen Bmecrte
¢ Jlykacom ko asopuy. imnepatop, Jln LUK, kanutaH n matpocs
nocneaoBanu 3a Apy3bAMMU.

Ocraswuce 0aHK, nupatel pa3senu Ha naowaau nepea [pa-
KOHbUM NaBULOHOM KOCTEP U PacnoONOXWAUCL BOKPYr Hero. 3a-
CTHIBLIUM B3rNAA0M CMOTPENN OHWU HA OroHb. leTb UM ABHO He
XOTENOCb, Aa W NEeCHA O TpUHAALATU nupaTax Tenepb yxe He
MMeNna HMKAKOro CMbicna. 3a BCIO HOYb OHM OOMEHANUCb NULWb
Heckonbkumu ppasamun. Ho koraa 3abpesxun paccseT U 3BeE3Abl
Hayanm TUXO MEPKHYTb Ha yTpeHHeM HebocknoHe, 6paTba cobpa-
NNCb C AYXOM U NPUHANU OKOHYaTeNbHoe pelweHue. OHKU Kak pas
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TYWWAKU CBOW KOCTEp, KOrAa CO CTOPOHbI MMNEpPATOpCKOro AsBopua
Ha naowaab BbiwAKn Jlykac u [Ikum.

OavH 13 6paTbeB BbIlWEN K HUM HaBCTpeuy.

— Mol pewnnu 3aTonuTb Hawy kpenoctb Oko bypu, — ckasan
OH.

— Torpa Mbl eagem C BaMu, — TUXO OTBETUA Ha 3TO [Xum
n B3an Jlykaca 3a pyky.

BpaTba yAUBAEHHO NepernaHynnCh.

— Pa3Be Bbl He cobupaeTecb NAbITb AOMOW? — CNPOCUN OAUH
u3 6partbes.

— Het, — otsetun [um. — BeAb Bbl pewmnan 3aTtonuTb BaLly
KPenocTb pagu MEHA. 3HaunT, Haw AOAr B 3TOM ONacHOM aene —
6bITb PAAOM C Bamu.

MupaTel HE MOrAN CKpbITb CBOEro usymneHnsa. OHU KUBHYAM
AXumy B 3Hak cornacus, U rnasa ux papjocTtHo 3abnectennu.

Koraa Haa MexknHom B3owno conHue, kopabnb ¢ KPOBaBO-Kpac-
HbIMWU Napycamu yxe 6bin aaneko-aaneko, OH CTPEMUTENbHO HEeCCs
TyAa, rae nexana CrpaHa, Kotopoi bbitb He [flonxHo.

YTpOM npuHuecca Bowna B KOMHATy, rae cnanu Apy3bs, 4ToOwl
pasbyauTb UX W NPUrNacUTb Ha 3aBTPakK, HO BMECTO HUX OHa Ob6Ha-
pyXuna nuctok 6ymarn, Ha KOTOPOM ObiI0 HANUCAHO HEYKNIOXUM
noyepkom Jlykaca:

DO JCTPEYU I SMBANNE

C yxacom cmoTpena OHa Ha 3TO MochaHue, a NOTOM nomyanacb
CO BCeX HOr B NapK K ApakoHy, 4yToObl pa3y3HaTb y HEro, 4yem Bce
KOHUMTCA. U, Tonbko yxe noabexaB k naroae, oHa coobpasuna,
4YTO BeAb APakOH €i, HaBEepHOE, HUYEro He CKaxeT, NOTOMY 4TO
OH rOBOPUT /Wb B MPUCYTCTBUM CBOUX nosenutenen. Ho aenats
66110 Heyero, el O4eHb XOTENOCh C KEM-TO MOCOBETOBATbCS, U NO-
TOMYy OHa CMeNo warHyna B [lpakoHWiA NaBUIbOH.

C 6naroroseiHblM nouteHnem npubausunace oHa k 3010TOMY
ApakoHy Myapoctn u nonoxuna nepea HUM 3anucky. 3atem Jlu
lUu otcTtynuna Hasaa W, He pellascb 3aroBOPUTb C APAKOHOM,
NUWb NOKAOHMNACL emy A0 camoit 3eman. C Gbowmmcs cepa-
Uem crosana npuHuecca, CNOBHO 3acCTbiB Nepea 3TUM 3arafodHbIM
cywectsom. [lpakOH He ABMUrancs.
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«Hy noxanyicta, npowy Tebs, ckaxu, 4To 6yaeT ¢ Hamul» —
MbICNeHHO ymonana Jin Wun [pakoHa, 6e33By4HO NOBTOPAS OAHO
M TO Xe cnoBO — «JxKum».

— VYrewsbcs, auta moe! He nnayb, maneHbkas uapuua Amban-
Nbi! — BAPYr pa3ganca 4Yen-To HEXHbIA rONoC.

/v Wn nocmotpena no ctopoHam. KTo 3TO C HeW pa3sroBapuBa-
et? Heyxenu apakoH? HO OH NO-NpeXHemy HENOABUXHO NEXUT
U CMOTPUT KyAa-TO BAANb CKBO3b NpuHueccy. lNpasaa, B 3ane
60nblle HUKOrO HEeT. 3HauuT, 3TO BCe-Taku [pakoH.

— Cnacubo! — ene cnbllwHO BbiIMONBUNA JIn L u cHoBa no-
KNOHMNacb A0 camon 3emau. — Cnacubo, 3onotoin lpakoH My-
ApOCTH.

3atem J/in LW nobexana BO ABOpeL, K CBOEMy OTUy M pac-
ckasana emy BCé kak 6bino.

— [lo cux nop Hebeca xpaHWnU Hawmx 6naropoAHbIX Apy3eid, —
cKkasan OH B3BO/NIHOBAHHO. — byaemM HageaTbCsA, 4TO M Tenepb
yAaya He OCTaBUT MX.

Okono nonyHouu B ropoa BepHynca [uHr MoHr co Bcem kutai-
ckum cnotom. KanutaH mmnepatopckoro kopabns u ero marpocsi
pPaAOCTHO BCTPETUAM CBOUX TOBapuLLEW, KOTOPbIX YAANOCb CNacTu
nocne kopabnekpyileHus, U nNoBeaanu UM O Tex COOLITUAX, 4TO
NPOU30WAU 34€eCb 3a 3TO BpeEMS.

JeHb yxXxe KNOHWUNCA K Be4vyepy, koraa kopabnb ¢ KpoBaBo-
KpacHbiMU napycamu Ha ¢aHTaCTMYECKOW CKOpPOCTH Npubansmnncs
K TOMYy CamMOMYy MECTY, FAe CXNECTHYANCb B HEMCTOBOM MOpPbIBE
obe3symeBlIMe CTUXMU. YparaHHbIi BeTep B3BUXpUBAN A0 Hebec
6ywytouine BonHb. Kopabnb nopowen BRNOTHYIO K FUFAHTCKOMY
BOASIHOMY cTOnby, B KOTOpbIA OAHA 3a Apyroi 6unu cBepkaiouimne
MONHUU, U, NOAYUHAACL GELIeHOMY KPYroBOPOTY, HbIpHYN B Camyio
ero cepeauHy. YBnekaembii Kpyxawumucs BONHaAMM, kopabnb
NOAHUMANCA BCE BbIWE W Bblle, NOKA HAaKOHEL, He O4YYTUACH
B TUwanwen rasaHu so3ne kpenoctu Oko bypu. [um u Jlykac
cownu BmecTe ¢ nupatamu Ha Geper U nocneaoBanu 3a HUMM
B TOT Camblil 3an, rAe HaxOAWNCA NIOK, Yepe3 KOTOPbIA MOXHO
6blN0 NonacTb B NOA3eMENbE C ABEHAALATLIO ABEPSAMU, OOUTHIMM
noseneHesLluel OT BPEMEHU MEALIO.

— Mocnywaiite, — cka3an oanH u3 OGpaTbeB, obpawanch
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K Apy3bsamM. — Tam, BHU3Yy, Bam, HaBepHOoe, Hevero aenartb. Bce
pPaBHO Bbl Ham HUYEM HE CMOXETe NOMOYb. byaeT nyywe, ecau
Bbl BEPHETECH Ha KOpa6/ib u NpUrotToBuTe BCE K OTNALITUIO. Koraa
Mbl BEPHEMCSl, HAM HYXHO OyaeT, HEe MeANA HU CEeKYHAbl, CHU-
MaTbCa C AKOopA.

— [Mpu ycnosumn, 4T0 N BNPSIMb BEpHeMcs, — npobypuan apy-
rou 6par.

Bce npuymonknu.

— Hy 4TO X, ecAn Mbl HEe BEpHEMCSi, — CKa3an NepBblid NU-
paTt, — TO Bam NpuUAETCA Kak-HWOyab BbIONPATLCA CaMUM.

— NlagHo, — cornacuncs [xum.

— Ho TONbBKO HE XAWUTe Hac AOAro, BCE paBHO Hac yxe Oyser
Torga He cnactu. lMycTb XOTb Bbl OCTAHETECb B XMBbLIX, — A06aBUN
TpeTUn nupar.

— [a, v BoT ewe yto, [Xum [llyroska, -—— ckasan nepsbiii nu-
pat. — Ha Bcskuid cnydai, ecnm Mmbl A€ACTBUTENbHO 60nblie He

yBuaumca. He nomunan Hac nuxom! Beab Tol Ham apyr!

OcTtanbHble NUpaTtbi B 3HaK COrnacusa 3akuMBanu ronoBamim.

3aTeM OHWU OTKPbLIAN IOK U CKPbIANCH BHU3Y.

— MMopa unatu, Axum! — ckasan Jlykac. Korga apy3ba pobpa-
NUcb A0 rasaHu, Jlykac nepsbiM A€N0M NpUBA3an K TOPMO3HbIM
KONIOAKaM, YAEpXUBaBWWM KOpabib Ha CNycKHOW AOpPOXKe, NO
KaHaTy, a KOHUbl nepebpocnn KMy, KOTOpbIA CTOSA HAa BEpPXHEW
nany6e. [1xum noaxsaTun KaHaTbl U TeNepb CTOAA, KPEMnKo CXWu-
Mas ux B pykax, 4tobbl B N1060 MOMEHT MOXHO 6bl10 3a HUX
NOTAHYTb W CTONKHYTb Takum 06pa3om cyaHO Ha Boay. Bckope
u Jlykac noaHsanca Ha 60pt. PasroBapuBaTb ApYy3bS HE MOMN U3-3a
XXYTKOrO yparaHHOro BETpa, Tak 4YTO MM HMUYEro He OCTaBasnoChb
Aenatb, Kak NpPOCTO CTOATb M XAATb.

Bapyr oTkyaa-to U3 cambix rybuH KpenocTtu pasganca au-
KUA peB, KOTOPbLIA 3arnylwun 3aBbiBaHWE U CBUCT BeTpa. B Ty xe
cekyHay CrpaHna, Kotopo#w bbb He [JonxHO, cogporHynace OT
NnoA3eMHbix TONYkoB. Bcé Bokpyr agpoxano. [ywepasaupaiowun
peB cTaHOBUACA BCe 6auxe n 6auxe, U3 BCex Newep WM TpeliuH
Hayana counTtbCa Boaa. Koe-rae 3abunmn ¢poHTaHb. YpoBeHb BOAbI
CTPEMUTENbHO NoAHUManca. bypna u neHacb, CO BCex CTOPOH
HecAucb 6e3ymHble NOTokU. [Kum 60poncs u3o Bcex cun, YTobbl
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He ynycTuTb KaHatbl. OH rotoB 6bi1 yke OTMYCTUTb KOHUbI, HO
4TO-TO YAEPXUBANO €ro oT 3Toro nocnepHero wara. N sapyr u3
FNaBHbLIX BOPOT KPENOCTU C XYTKMUM FPOXOTOM BbIPBAICA MOLL-
HbIi NOTOK, KOTOPbIA C Takoii ¢Mnoi 06pyWwMACa Ha kopabnb, 4TO
OH HAKpeHUNCH U 4yyTb 6bINO He nepesepHyncs. CkBO3b 6pbI3ru
pasneTaioweica B knoubas 6enor neHbl Apy3bs ycnenu 3ameTuTb
bapaxTaiowmnxca NioAen, KOTopbleé Cnaeaucb B OAUH CNJIOWHON
knybok Ten. CobpaB Bce cBou cunbl, Jlykac aobpancs ao 6oprta
kopabnsa U, cTapascb COXpaHUTb paBHOBecue NOJA HaTUcKom Oyuly-
IOLLMX BOAH, NOMbITANCA BblyAUTb XOTb KOro-HUbyab. Koe-kak emy
yAanocb CxBaTUTb OAHOMO M3 NUPATOB 3a PYKY, HY @ MOCKOAbKY
6paTba Kpenko Aep>xkanucb Apyr 3a APYXKY, TO Tak NOAY4MNOCh,
4TO BCKOpE Yyxe BCe ABeHajuaTb MONOALOB Obinu BbiTalleHbl U3
BOAbI.

Ho momeHT ans otnabitus yxe 6bin ynyuieH. Bca CrpaHa,
Kotopoit buitb He [lonxHO, npuwna B8 AsuxeHune. Ka3anocb, 4to
OHa M30 BCex cun Hopercs 3a CBOe CyLLECTBOBAHWE U HU 3a YTO
He xo4yeT caaBaTbCs. becnowagHbie CTUXUU CXNECTHYNUCb B He-
UCTOBOW cxBaTke, BYATO TOMBKO U XAanu 3TOr0 MOMeHTa. Jlykac,
Axum u asBeHaauatb NUPATOB, OFNYLWEHHbLIE PEeBOM BOANH, Lenns-
NUCb HEMEWMUMU Nanbuammn 3a mautel. 1o0a4YUHAACE HEBEAOMOWM
cune, kopabnb B3neTen B BO3AYX U 3aKPYXWUNCA Tam Kak BONYOK,
a NOTOM OTKYAa-TO CBEpXy HU3BEPrcs MOry4uin noTtok, U CHoBa
kopabnb WBLIPHYNO B nyyuHy. Boja Tem BpemeHem 3anonHuna
BCIO KpenocTb, U Tenepb U3 BCEX Ablp NPOpbLIBANUCHL KaKWUE-TO
cTpyu. Bcé kuneno u 6ypauno. Ceepkaiowue MONHUM OAHA 3a
Apyroi paspesanu yepHoe Hebo.

N BApPYr paccTynuauCcb MOpPCKUE BOJIHbI, TONbKO 4TO pa3bu-
BaBLUMECA C FPOXOTOM O CTEHbl MUPATCKOW KPemnocTu, U Henpu-
cTynHaa uutagens, CtpaHa, Kotopo#n beite He [JlonxkHO, ¢ AukuUm
YaBKaHbEM W XNIONAHLEM Hayana norpyxarbCs, yBnekaemas BO-
AOBOPOTOM, B Hejpa rMraHTCKOM BOPOHKM, U3 rNyOUHbI KOTOPOW
AOHOCUAUCL Kakue-TO Ayliepasauparoliue 3BykH, Tak 4TO Ka3anoch,
6yATO 3TO pasBep3nacb cama NpeucnoaHss.

N BOT B TOT xe Camblil MWUT BOASHON CTONO PYyXHYN BHU3,
He ocTaBuB nocne cebs u cnepa. Tonbko OrpomHas YepHas BO-
poOHKa nNpoAonxana 3uATb, CNOBHO KakoOW-TO 4YyAOBULLHLIA 3BEPL
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pacrnaxHyn CBOIO XWUULHYIO NacTb, FOTOBbLIA 3arNOTUTb YTNOE cyae-
HBILIKO.

Kopabnb 3acacwiBano Bce rnybxe u rnybxe. Ho 6partba-nuparsl
K TOMy BpemeHu ycnenu npuintu B cebs. OT KpacHbIX napycos,
KOHEYHO, HU4Yero He octanocb. Ho 3aTo pynb 6bin Mo-npexHemy
uen n Hespeaum. Kopabnb yxe 3acocano meTpos Ha cTo. Bpaua-
AICb NO KPYry, OH CNYCKAancs BCE HUXE U HUXE NOYTU MO OTBECHOM
CTeHe BOAAHON BOPOHKW. CKBO3b Menkue O6pbi3ru, 3acTunasluve
BCe Kpyrom, Jlykac u [Xum ewe ycnenu yBuAaeTb, Kak Nuparbl
APYXXHO Hanernu Ha pynb u kopabnb, npeogonesas GeweHoe CO-
NPOTUBNEHUE CTUXUU, Ha4Yan MeANEeHHO, HO BEPHO NOAHUMATBLCA
Hasgepx. N B Ty e MUHYTY OHM /IUWUAUCL 4yBCTB. TONLKO noO-
MepTBEBLUMWE Nafblbl €ue KPenko Aep>KanucCb 3a mauty.

Mpowno kakoe-TO Bpems, U APY3bA Ha4vanu MOCTENEHHO MPUXO-
AuTb B ce6s. O4HYBLIKCL, OHU OrNsAenucb No CTopoHam. K csoe-
MY YAUBNEHWIO, BMECTO 3UAIOLLEN BOPOHKU OHU YBUAENU CNOKOW-
HOe, MPUBETAUBOE MOpE, MO KoTopoMy 6oapo Hexanu maneHbkue
BeCenble BONHbLI, NOATOHAEMbIE HEXHBIM Nerkum setepkom. U
TONbKO NpeA3akaTHOE COJ/HUE OKpacuno HebO mMpadHoBaTbIM Nyp-
NypHbIM LBETOM.

[lBeHaauaTb NUPATOB CTOANM Ha nanybe U CMOTPENU Ha MATEX-
HOe mMope — Tyaa, rae euie coBcem HefaBHO 6bina ux poauHa.

Oxum u Jlykac nogownun K HUM. Bce mondann, HO NOTOM OAMUH
U3 NUpaTos ckasan:

— Mol caenanu Bce, kak Benen 3onoton [pakoH Myapoctu. —
lonoc ero 3syyan xpunno. — Mbl UCKYNUAKU CBOIO BUHY. YTO e
Ham Tenepb aenatb, [xum lMyroska? Kyaa nonTtn? Beab y Hac
6onblie HeT poauHbl. N ecan Tbl OTKaxewbcs ObiTb HaWWMM KanuTa-
HOM, HalMM NOBENUTENEM U He BO3bMELLb Hac K cebe, TO NpuUaeT-
CA Ham CHOBa NYCTUTbCA B nMnaBaHue U 60pO3aUTb MOPS U OKEaHb!.

— MeanaHansa CAUWIKOM ManeHbkas CTpaHa, — TUXO OTBETUN
Oxum. — Mbl Tam BCce He nomecTumcs. Ho koraa a ysHalo, rae
Haxoautca Ambanna, s cpasy xe BO3bMy Bac k cebe. Bbl Oyaete
CNYXUTb Y MEHA B LAPCKON OXPaHe U B CAyvae HYXAbl CMOXETe
3aWMUTUTD MOIO CTpaHy OT HenpuaTens.

— W kak xe mbi 6yaem Ha3biBaTbCA? — MOUHTEPECOBANCA OAWH
U3 NUpaTos.
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— NpuHy MuppeH u ero [lBeHaguate Henobeaumbix, — npea-
noxunn xum.

B nepBbii MOMEHT nupaTbl Aaxxe He NOBEPUAU CBOUM YLUAM,
HO NOTOM, yb6eauBWUCL B TOM, HTO MPUHL HE WYTUT, CTPALHO
o6pafoBanuCb U NPUHAAUCL KpU4YaTb U XOXOTaTb OT BOCTOpra.

— X0-x0-x0! — rorotanan OoHU CBOUMU 3bl4HbIMU rosiocCamun. —
Bot 3to 3p0poso! 310 noaxoaswee HassaHvue! MpuHy MuppeH
n ero [lseHaauate Henobeanmebix!

Mupatel 06CTYNUAM Manbynka, a NOTOM MNOAXBAaTWMAU €ro Ha
PYKM U NpuHAAKCL KadvaTb. Jlykac, HabnioaaBwuiti CO CTOPOHLI 3a
3TOW CUEHON, TONLKO NOYECchIBaA 3a yXOM W BCE Npurosapusan
C NyKaBOW YXMbIIKOW:

— 2Jir-31! Nonerve ¢ npuHuem! Tak BeAb U YrpodbUTE MOXHO!

A NOTOM nupatbl FPAHYAN NECHIO — XPUNAbIMU FO10CaMU Bbi-
BOAWAN OHU 3HAKOMYIO MENOAMIO CBOEro CTaporo rMMHa, TONbKO
cnoBa Tenepb OblIM coBcem apyrue. bpatbs He croBapuBascb —
Ha TO OHU U 6AM3HeLb — NpONenu TakoW TEKCT:

Jleenaduyamv Hac, Henobedumbix M0a00U08,
Ho-xo0-x0, u 8ce Mbl ¢ HepHbIM npuHyem!
CmpaHy xpaHum Mbt om 8pazos,
Ho-xo0-x0, u 3awuwjaem npumya’

Ymobbt 30ecb Hukomy He 2pos3una 6eda,
Ho-xo0-x0, u uepHomy npunyy!

KnsaHemca Mot eepHbimu G6bimb Hascez0a,
Ho-xo0-x0, wepHomy npuHyy!

Koraa nepsbie BoCTOpru ynernucb, a [AXum cHOBa ouvyTuACH
Ha 3emne U HEMHOXKO npuwen B cebs, OH ckasan, obpawasnch
K nupatam:

— 3HaeTe, pa3 yxX Mbl Tenepb APY3bfi, TO MHE BCE€-Taku He-
NPUATHO, 4YTO S HE MOry OTAWYUTb, KTO W3 Bac kT0. Hapo 6bl
yTO-HMOYAb NpuAymaTb, a TO NOAy4YaeTcs NyTaHuUA Kakas-To.
Xopowo 6bl, 4TOOL Yy Kaxaoro u3 Bac 6bin XOTb Kakon-HWUOYAb
3HaK OTAMYuUSA.

1 MNepesoa . AnexceeBoin.
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— [a, xopowo 6bl, — OTBETUN 3a BCEX OAWH U3 OpaTbeB. —
Mbl Beab M camn aaBHeHbKO aymanu o6 stom. lMpasaa, 6partubl?!

— ToyHo, — noaxsaTtun apyron 6par. — [ymarb-T0 Mbl Ay-
Manu, TONbKO HUYEro He NpuUAymanu.
— 5l 3Halo0, 4TO HYXHO AenaTb! — BOCKAUKHYN [Xum. — Bbl

Be€Ab rOBOPUAK, YTO KAXAblA M3 BaC YMEET NUcaTb TONbKO OAHY
6yKkBYy, Kaxabli CBOIO.

— BepHO, — He noHMMasa, K 4eMy KAOHUT [Xum, noaTBepAUN
OAWH U3 NUpPaTosB.
— Toraa Bce oyeHb npocTto! — ckasan [xum. — Mbl 4ONXKHBI

KaxAoMy U3 Bac AaTb MMS, KOTOpoe OyAeT HayMHaTbCs C WU3BECT-
HO emy 6yKBbl.

— [bsBon meHs 3abepu! — npobopmotan gpyroit nupar. — Hy
HaAO Xe, Mbl BCIO XWU3Hb MYYMIUCb, BCE ronoBbl cebe nomanu,
a TyT Ha Tebe — Tpax-6ax — u rotoBo! Ain aa npuHu! Al apa
ronosal!

Mocne 3TOro kaxawbli U3 nupatos usobpasun Ty HykBy, KOTOpPYIO
OH 3Han, U Apy3bs NpUHAAUCL NoAGMpaTb MmeHa. TONbKO C OAHOW
6ykBOW BbllWAA 3aMUHKa, ¢ BykBoin «X». Beagb mupaT agyman, 4to
310 y Hero «K». lMpuwnocb cHavana yb6eantb, 4to «X» — 3TO
«X», a He «K», a noTtoMm ewe u Npuaymatb COOTBETCTBYIOLLEE
nmsA. Ho B KOHUE KOHLOB NUpar ocCcTanca AOBONEH. TOMY Xe nu-
paty, KoTopbii ymen nucatb 6ykBy «J1» U CknagbiBaTb U3 ABYX
«J1» xypoxecTBeHHOe «M», 6bIIO NpeanoxeHO Ha Bbibop ABa
umenn — MapTtud n Jlioarep, oH Bbibpan nocnepHee, Tak Kak
OHO nokKasanocb emy 60see 3BYy4YHLIM.

Tak Apy3bs COCTaBMAU CNUCOK MMEH, KOTOPbIA Jlykac 3ayutan
BCAyX:

1. AHMOHUO 7. Pobepm

2. Eeseenuil 8. Tomac

3. 3uegpuo 9. Yavpux

4. Joozep 10. dpany

5. Huxono 11. Xpucmodgop
6. Ilayay 12. Yapas

340pOBeHHbIE AAAbKM CTOSAWM W CAyLWANU CBOM UMEHa W npu
3TOM pajoBanuCb, Kak AeT, koTopbim [ea Mopo3 npuHec He-
BUAAHHLIE MOAAPKM.
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— Hy u Kyaa e Mbl Tenepb OTNpPaBuMMCA? — CNPOCUA TOT,
KOTOpbIA Nonyuun ums Yapns.

— B MeganaHauio, — otsetTun [xum. — Beab ApakoH ckasan,
YTO A AONXKEH BEPHYTbCA AOMOW, M TOraa s BCE Yy3Halo.

— Xopowo, — ckasan Jliogrep, — HO Ha 4eMm e Mbl NONAbI-
Bem?! Beab 3TOT uepToB cmepd, 3abogail ero akyna, pasoapan
Hawun napycal OT HUX HU4YEro He OcCTanoch!

MpUILINOCh BLITAWMUTL M3 TpIOMa BCE AparoLeHHble TKaHW, Npu-
Hagnexaslune HeKoraga nupaTtam, M COOpPYAWTb M3 HUX napyca. Bce
nowno B AeNo, BNAOTb A0 NOCNeAHe NapyoBoin candetkn. M3-3a
Taknx HeobblyHbIX NapycoB kopabnb coseplueHHO npeobpasuncs. Yto
W rOBOpUTb, BUA Y HEro 6bin AOBONBLHO CTPaHHbLIA, HO TEM He MeHee
3TO 6bIN10 NOUCTUHE BENMHECTBEHHOE 3penuile, Koraa MOryuynid Ko-
pabnb pacnycTun cBou HecuncneHHble pasHoLBeTHble napyca, 60.b-
LnMe, U ManeHbkue, U COBCEM KPOLUEYHblE, U ABUHYIACA HaBCTpeuy
packaneHHOMy npeA3akaTHOMY CO/HUY, OKpacuBlueMy GarpsHiuem
BECb FOPU30OHT, Tyaa, rae cpeau 6eckpaitHux NpPOCTOPOB OkeaHa 3a-
TepANCA ManeHbkuit ocTpoB, Meananaus, poauHa Jlykaca u [xuma.

rAABA ABAAJULUATDL REBATAA,
8 xomopoil npuHy MuppeH Haxodum ceoe yapcmaeo

MnbiTe A0 MeanaHaun 6bino ganeko. MNyTb ot Kutas go Mea-
NaHAuMM 3aHMManN, Hanpumep, HeCKONbKO AHen. A Beab CTpaHa,
Kotopo# bbiTe He [JomxHo, 6bina euwe aanbue, 4em KuTai.

AseHaguate Henobeaumblx, kak Tenepb Benuqanu cebs nuparsl,
OAONENN 3TO PaCCTOSAHWE BCEro 3a OAHY HOYb — (pakT, KOTOpbLIN
eABa Nn KOro-Hnbyab yauBUT nocne BCEro Toro, 4to 6biNO pac-
CKa3aHO O HEenpeB30OMWAEHHOM MacTepCTBe 3TUX MOPEXOA0B U hbaH-
TaCTMYECKON ObICTPOXOAHOCTU UX Kopabns.

Korga Axum un Jlykac Ha cneayouwiee yTpo, 6oapbie U csexue,
BblIWAW Ha nanyby, OHM yBuaenu, 4TO BCe ABeHaauaTtb 6HpaTbeB
BBICTPOMNIUCb HA KOpME U, BOOPYXXMUBLUUCb NOA30PHbIMU TpyHamu,
NbITAIOTCA YTO-TO pasrnsaeTb BAANEKe,

3ameTuB Jlykaca u [xuma, oguH 13 HUx — 310 6bIN Tomac —
obepHyNcs U CO CMEXOM ckasan:
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— Hy # macTep e Tbl WYTOYKM WYTUTb, kanutaH! 310 y Tebs
Ha3bIBAETCA OCTPOBOYKOM, Ha KOTOPOM Mbl BCE HE NOMECTUMCA?

Apy3bsi, HU4ErO He NOHWMas, CMOTpenu Ha 6paTbeB — Ha ro-
PU3OHTE POBHBIM CYETOM HUYEro He 6bIN0 BUAHO.

— Y10 Takoe? lpu yem 3gecb ocTpoB?

— Ha, nornsan cam! — BOCKAUKHYN AHTOHMO. — Ecau 3710
ManeHbKuin oCTpoB, TO Toraa s uwak!

Naynb u Po6epT NpoTsHyNM APYy3bsiM CBOU NOA30PHble TPyObi.
HanpaBuB ux B Ty CTOPOHY, KyAa TOAbKO 4YTO CMOTpenu 6partbs,
OHM yBUAENU KapTUHY, OT KOTOpoi OykBanbHO AUWMAUCL Aapa
peuu.

B nerkoin po3oBartoi AbiMKe npejpaccBeTHOro yTpa NpocTynanu
oyepTaHUa Hekoen cTpaHbl. flaxe HET, Uenoro KOoHTUHeHTa. To
TYT, TO Tam MNOAHUMANUCL U3 MOPS BLICOKUE CKAJIUCTble YTechl,
a Mexay HUMMU TAHYAUCb necyaHole nonorue 6epera. Moryyune
ropbl CMEHA/UCL NPUBETAUBBIMU PaBHUHAMM, U Ka3anoCb, 4YTO HET
y 3TOW 4yAeCHON CTpaHbi HU KOHUA U HU Kpas. Hy a korpa B3owno
COMHUE, 3aUCKPUNUCL, 3acBepKanu CKanbl BCEMU LiBETaMU pajyri,
6yaTO cAenaHbl OHU 6blAM He U3 KamHs, a U3 Toicaun GnectTawmx
6punnnanToB. OcnenutenbHolit cBeT 6un B rnasa. OcobeHHO spKO
CBEpKano OAHO MeCcTo — 6amnxe K BOCTOYHOW OKOHEYHOCTU 3ITOr0
6onbworo octpoBa. [XkMM HUKAK HE MOr NMOHATb, YTO 3ITO TaKoe.

OH onyctun noAa3opHyto Tpyby u ckasan:

— Her, 310 He MeanaHaus. Bobl, HaBepHOe, cbunuce ¢ Kkypca.

— [a, — cornacuncs Jlykac. — MHe Toxe Tak KaxeTcs. ITy
CTpaHy fi BUXY NEPBbLIA pa3 B >XU3HW.

bpatbsa nokavanu ronosamu.

— Mebl Hukorga He cbuBaemcs € Kypca, — cCKkasan TBEpAbIM
rosnocom Yapns.

[xum cHoBa nocmoTpen B noa3opHyio Tpyby. Kopabnb ctpe-
MUTENBbHO NpuUbAUXKaNcs K HeBeAOMOMN cTpaHe, u Tenepb [kum
MOr flydwe pasrngaaetb TO MECTO, KOTOpOEe CBepKano sipye BCEX.
OH yBugen 6awHu U3 Npo3payHbiX U PasHOLBETHbIX AparoueHHbIX
KamHen u gpeBHUE NONYpaspyLUEHHbIE Xpambi U ABOPLUbL — LENblN
ropo4 CKa3ouyHOW, HEONUCYeMOn KpacoTbl.

— O, Nykac! — BbigoxHyn Mxum, — 3Haews, 4to 310?! 37O
TOT CaMmblii FOPOA, KOTOpbIA Mbl BUAENU Toraa Ha AHe!
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B Aywe wesenbHynacb A0raAka, HO HUKTO M3 HUX He OTBaXuncs
ckasatb 06 3TOM BCAyX.

OrpoMmHbIl OCTPOB MArKO MOAHUMANCA K UEHTPY, U Tam, Ha-
BepXxy, Tenepb OT4YeTMBO Oblna BMAHA ropa C ABYMS BepliUHA-
MW — OAHA NOBbiWe, Apyras MOHWXe, a MEeXAY HUMKU — KpO-
LWeYHbIW ABOpeL, HanOMWHaBLUMIA n3ganeka GynaBoOYHYIO FONOBKY.
A HEMHOXKO HWXE — ApKOe MNATHLIWKO: 3TO BeAb NaBka roCnoxwu
Kaakc! A pagom — xene3sHoA0poOXHaa cTaHuua! A BOH Tam 4To-TO
6necTuT Ha conHue! Yto-To napososonogobHoe! Yto-To Kpuctodo-
noaobHoe! 3Haunt, MeanaHaus 6bina BCEro-HaBCErO BepXYLIKOW
3TON uyAecHoW 60NbWOW CTpaHbi, TONbKO CaMblM €€ KOHUYMKOM,
OCTaBWKUMCA Ha nosepxHOCTU! N BOT OHA BO3BbLIWIAETCA Haj Cka-
304HBIM LApCTBOM, KOTOpOe A0 cux nop 6bl10 CKpLITO B Heapax
OKeaHa WU CerofHs HOYblo NOAHANOCH U3 rybuH. Ambanna, 3TO OHa
cBepkana Tenepb B Ayvax yTpeHHero conHua! [lpy3bs OTOpBanuChb
OT CBOMX MOA30pHbIX TPy6 M NOCMOTpenu Apyr Ha Apyra.

— [xum! — Tonbko ¥ ckasan Jlykac.

— Jlykac! — BblAgOXHYN [XUM.

N oHu 6pocunucb apyr K Apyry B OOBATUS U HE MOIIU Bbl-
MONIBUTb HWU CNOBA.

ABeHaauatb 6patbeB okpyxunn Jlykaca u [Axuma, um Ha ux
CYypOBbIX AnLax, U3GOPOXAEHHBIX MOPLUIMHAMU, BNEPBLIE 3aurpanu
npuBeTAUBbLIE, Becenble ynblOKU.

BoicTpo Wwen kopabnb C pasHOUBETHLIMU Mapycamu, pacliUTbMK
6ucepom u xemuyrom, Bce 6amxe 6bln cBepkaowmin 6eper, Bce
OTYET/IMBEE CTAHOBUAUCH €r0 O4YepTaHUf, U YK€ MHOroe MOXHO
6bI10 pa3rnageTb HEBOOPYXEHHbIM Tna3om. Pagom ¢ Meana-
Avei BuaHenacb Hebonblias polia KOpannoBbiX AepeBbeB, Ha
BETBAX KOTOPbIX YMOCTUACA elle OAUH OCTPOB, TOUHEe, OCTPOBOK,
napuBWuiA novyemy-To B Bo3ayxe. D10 6Obina Hoso-Meananaus,
ObIBLLINIA NNaBYy4YMi OCTPOB. A Ha HEM CTOAN MaNEHbKUN JOMMUK
C 3e/IeHbIMU CTaBHAMM.

— Dit, 6patubl! — BockankHyn Hukono. — Hy u cTpaHHble
NOAN XUBYT B 3TOW CTpaHe!

B 3TOT cambliit MOMEHT U3 AOMMUKA C 3€NEHBIMU CTaBHAMU Bbl-
Wwen rocnoauH JlaHb, KOTOPbIA YAUMBAEHHO O3UPANcs NO CTOPOHaM.
MN3paneka kasanocb, YTO OH AOCTAaeT YyTb M HE A0 camoro Heba.
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N 10, 4TO GBIBLIME NUpaTHl, KOTOpLIE BeAb HWUYEroWeHbKU HE 3Hanu
O MHUMbIX BEAMKAHAX, HU Kaniu He UCnyranucb, TOAbKO NULIHWIA
pa3 noaTBepAnno, 4to 6patba 6binn He pobkoro aecaTka.

Nlykac n [xum pacckazanu 6patbam O TOM, KTO TakoOh 3TOT
CTPaHHbIA CTapuK, U O TOM, Kak OHW ero Aoctasunu B MeanaHauio,
rae oH Tenepb paboTaeT maskom. Kaxercs, 3a Bpema 3HaKOMCTBa
¢ Axumom un Jlykacom 6biBuive nupatbl yxe pasyuynnncb yemy Obi
TO HU 6bIN0 yAMBNATLCA, HO ecan Obl OHKU eule yMenu yauMBAATHLCA,
OHU 6bl HEMpPEeMEHHO 3TO caenanu.

Tem BpemeHem kopabnb yxe Bowen B OAHY M3 YyaecHbiX Hebonb-
wux 6yxT 1 BCTan Tam Ha AKOpb. Ckanbl U3 AparoueHHbIX KamHew
obpasoBanu 34eCb €CTECTBEHHYIO raBaHb C HaCcTOALieA NPUCTaHbIO,
KyAa MOXHO 6blNO 3anpoCTO WarHyTb Npsmo ¢ 6opta kopabns.

N BOT HacTan TOT camblii MOMEHT, koraa [xum yroska, HbiHe
npuHY MuppeH, nocneaHunii NOTOMOK Lapa Kacnapa, Toro camoro
TEMHONUKOrO BONXBA, YTO Npuwen K konblbenu mnaseHua Xpucra,
CTYNUN Ha ApeBHIO 3emnio Ambannsl.

— A npeanaraio, — 3aroopun TyT Jlykac, u ronoc ero 3Byyan
MOYTU YTO TOPXKECTBEHHO, — A Mpeanaraio B 4eCTb 3TOrO 3Hame-
HaTeNLHOTrO AHA nepeumeHoBatb Ambanny B [xumbanny!
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Bcem OYeHb NOHPABMNOCL 3TO NpPeAnoxeHue, U Toraa xum
obbaBuUN:

— [MycTb 3Ta CTpaHa UMeHyeTca OTHbiHE [xumbannoi!

Tenepb OH NO NpaBy Mor cuutaTb ceb6s HacToawmm uapem. OH
obpen cBoio poauHy, n obpen ee HaBceraa.

3atrem Bce oTnpaBuaucb B MeanaHauio, KoTopas Haxoaunacb
B CaMOM UEHTpe cTpaHbl. NATM npUwnoCb AONro, MNOTOMY YTO
Oxumbanna 6bina 60nblwon CTpaHoN. MNyTelwecTBEHHUKN WKW He
cnewa, ¢ UHTEPECOM U BOCXULLEHUEM O3UPas OKPECTHOCTU. 3A4€eCb
BCE elle BbIFNAAENO0 Tak, Kak Ha gHe okeaHa. MIm nonanuce kopan-
NOBblE 3apoCcan, 3emnsa 6bina ycesiHa NepNamyTpPOBLIMU PakyLLKaMM,
HUrae He BMAHO 6bINO HW TpaBMHKM, HKU KycTuKa. Ho 31O aeno no-
npasumoe. Beab otToro, 4to Axumbanna cTonbko neT Gblna CkpbiTa
noj BOAON, 3emMNa 34ecCb CTana eue Tonbko 6onee NAOAOPOAHOMN.

M Haa BCEMU 3TUMKU MOPCKUMU KpacoTamu BO3BLILLANUCH TOPb
M yTecbl U3 ronybbix, KpacHbiX, 3€AEHbIX APAroueHHbIX KamHeMn.
Mupatckne cokpoBuwa, KOTOpbIMU Gblan 3abUTbi TPIOMbI UX KO-
pabng, NpocTo Mepkan pagom C 3TUM 6OraTtcTBOM, paccbiNaHHbIM
no BCEW CTpaHe.

HakoHeu TopXecTBeHHas npoueccus, Bo3rnasnsemas [xummom
n Jlykacom, aobpanacb A0 rocyaapCTBEHHON rpaHuubl MeanaHauu,
0 KOTOpylo Tenepb He pa3buBanucb HUKakue BOJHbI.

lfocnogun Ka JlaHb Ya ycnen Tem BpemeHem pas3byauTb KO-
pona AnbcdoHca be3 Yerseptn [BeHaguaToro u ero noaAaHHbIX,
W Tenepb OHW CTOANM BCE BO3NE ABOPUA U MOANYA CMOTPENU Ha
aHTaCTUYECKYIO KapTUHY, OTKPbIBLUYIOCA UX B30pY. OHU HUKAK He
MOTNN NOHATb, YTO XE Takoe CTPACNOCb C UX MANEHbKUM OCTpPO-
BOM. AAmbanna noagHanacb U3 BoAbl Tak MArKO U 6GeclIymHO, 4TO
BO CHE OHW HUYEro He 3ameTuau.

Tonbko npu Buge [xuma u Jlykaca, kotopbie Tenepb NOAOLWNM
K HUM U NO3J0pOBANUCHL, xutenn MeanaHann ctann noHemHory
npuxoautb B cebs. Yto TyT Hayanocb! Pagoctn He 6bln0 KoHua!
JTOro He onucatb Hukakumu cnosamu! Hy a nockonbky onucatb
3TOr0 HUKaK Henb3f, TO 9 U He 6yay nbiTatbesa. ycTb KaxAbli
npeacTaBuT cebe cam. A kak cyactTamB 6bin Kpuctu, cnasHbii
crapboin Kpuctu, koraa flykac BepHYNCa K HEMY W HEXHO, Nacko-
BO Mornagun no kpyrnoim 6okam! Beab ewe Hukoraa Jlykac He
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OCTaBnNan ero OAHoro tak Hagonro! Hukoraa euwie pasnyka He
Kasanacb TakoW Tsxenon. Hukoraa ewe pagoctb BCTpeuyu He Obina
Takon UCKpeHHein. W nydwe Bcex noHUman 370 [dxum, kOTOpbIA
AO cux nop elle He Hawen csoero Makcuka.

Koraa Bce HEMHOro ycnokounucb, ApPY3bsm MPULLNOCL paccka-
3aTb O CBOMX NpUKNOYEHUAX. PasymeeTcs, TeNnepb OHU HE MOTU
pPasmecTuTbCa BCEWU KOMMNaHWEN B MANEHbKOW KyXOHbKE rOCnoXxu
Kaakc, kak toraa, nocne nyTtewectsus B ApakoHui ropod. Cauuw-
KOM MHOro Hapoay cobpanocs B Megnanauu. MNo3Ttomy aseHaa-
uatb 6bIBLIMX NUPATOB PacnONOXUANCL BAONbL OCYAapCTBEHHOW
rpaHuubl Meanananu, xum u Jlykac 3abpanucb Ha naposos3,
OCTanbHble BLIHECAN CTY/bS U paccenucb rae Komy yaobHo. Koponb
AnboHc be3 YerBepTu [lBeHaauaThii NOMECTUACS Ha TPOHe, Ka-
KOBOW OH Aaxe NoaoABuHyn nobnauxe Kk Asepu, u, Beceno 6onras
HOroi, 061a4eHHON B KOPUYHEBYIO K/eTHaTylo Tanouky, obpatuacs
B Cnyx, Aabbl He NpONyCTUTb HM E€AMHOrO CNOBa U3 PacCKasos
OTBaXXHbIX MAWWHUCTOB, OAUH U3 KOTOPLIX TEMEPb HOCUA KOPOHY,
TO ecTb 6bln, Tak CKasaTb, ero KOMNErow.

— H-pa, — Bpems OT BpeMeHu BCTaBAfn OH B 0c060 Hanps-
XEHHbIX MECTax, — Ham, KOpPONsiM, NPUXOAUTCA MHOrAA OYeHb
TAXENO. YX A-TO 3Halo.

CoBeplieHHO cvacTauBas rocnoxa Kaakc c6erana B naBky
U NpUHecna uenyio Kyyy MOPOXEHOro ¥ NpoYux cnapocten, non-
HOCTbIO ONYCTOWMB BCE UMEBLUUECA Y Hee 3anachl.

Koraa Apy3bs 3aKOHYMAM CBOW pacckas, caywiatenn oT BoOcTopra
W BOCXULLEHNSA HE MOIMIU NPOU3HECTU HU CNOBA.

— [locne TOro kak BCe 3aKOHYMNOCHL CTOAb 6BnarononyyHo, —
ckasan rocnoauH luaxakep, OCMeNUBLUMIACS NpepeaTb Bceobuiee
MONYaHWe, — U KaXAOMY Halock nogobaiouiee aeno, s NO3BOAIO
cebe 3aaaTb Bam BOMPOC: He HAWAETCA NU B Ballei CTpaHe WU ANS
MOEW CKPOMHOW 0cobbl Kakoro-HUbYAb NOAXOAAWLEro 3aHATUA? Mbl
BeAb KOTAa-TO y>Xe rosopuau o6 3Tom, ecau Bbl €ile MOMHUTE.

— KoHeuHO Xe, NOMHUM, rocnoaunH lMuaxakep! — oTBeTUN
JNlykac n Bbinyctun 60nblUOE KOALLO AbiMa B CUHee fcHOe Hebo. —
N 3HaeTe, Mbl, KaXeTCs, HaWAM AnA Bac kKoe-ytol

AXUM U3yMneHHO nocmoTtpen Ha Jlykaca. 3710 6610 4TO-TO
HOBEHbKOE.
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— [fa, aa, — npoaonxan Jlykac, Beceno NoAMUrHyB CBOEMY
Apyry. — Haw npuHy cobupancs Kak pa3 HEMHOXKO NOYYUTbLCA —
cyuTaTh, NUcaTb, YuTatb M npovee. OH cam 06 3TOM rosopun.

— lMpaBpa? — paaoCTHO cnpocun rocnoAunH lNunaxakep.

— [la, — otsetun [xum, — coseplieHHO BepHO. He morau
6bl Bbl MHE NoOkKa3aTb, KaKk BCE 3TO Agenaercs?

— C npesennkum yaosonbCcTeuem! — BOCKNAUKHYN rocnoauH
Muaxaxep.

C aroro camoro aHa [xum [lyroBka, IoHbi uapb Axumbannsl,
CTan XOAWUTb B LUKONY K rocnoguHy Nuaxakepy, KOTOpPLIA y4un ero
4yuTaTb, NUCaTb, CYNTATb U MHOIO Yemy elue. bes npeysennyeHus
MOXHO CKa3aTb, 4TO rocnoguH lMuaxakep oka3ancs Ha peakoCTb
XOpoLWwum yuyutenem, a [Ikum crapancs 130 BCEX CUN U TONLKO He
ycTaBan yAuBNATLCA, Kak MHOrO BCero 3HaeTt rocnoAuH Muaxakep.
Ero AencTBUTENbHO MOXHO 6bINO CNPOCUTL O YeM YrOAHO — HY
npamo kak LiBeTbl YyeHoctn B KuTtae.

EaBa ocsouB rpamoty, [Xum nepeBbiM AENOM Hanucan Tem
AETAM, KOTOPble BMECTE C MaNeHbKON NPUHLECCON Oblnu B NneHy
y rocnoxu 3ybnep. OH npurnacun ux B roctu B [xumbanny. Bce
NUCbMa OH Bpy4YyuMN ABeHaauatu 6paTbam M Benen UM pasBesTu
3T NpUrNaWIEHNA TEM CamMbiM AETAM, KOTOPbIX OHW KOraa-To No-
XUTUAU U NpOAaNU ApakoHLIe.

He ycnen kopabnb € pasHOUBETHbIMU Mapycamu, pacLINTbIMU
Xemuyrom u 6ucepom, BbiiTM B mope, Kak B [xumbannbckyio
raBaHb ¢ 6GpUNNMAHTOBOIN NPUCTAHLIO yXe BXOAUN APYrOW — HO-
Bbid kKopabnb MyHr [MHra, umneparopa kutaickoro. Ha ero 6opty
CTOANU UmnepaTop cO6CTBEHHON nepcoHoi, Jlu Wu n paxe MuHr
MoHr. OHW yXe BCE 3HaNM O TeX HEBEPOATHLIX COOLITUAX, KOTOpPbIE
NPOU30OLWANN 3a 3TO Bpems.

— Kro xe Bam Bce pacckasan? — yauBAEHHO cnpocun [xum. —
HaBepHoe, Bam N0O3BOHUN koponb AnbcoHc be3 Yerseptn /[lBe-
HaAuaTbIA?

— Her, — oTtBeTUN UMnepatop € NykaBon ycmeuwkon. — Koe-
KTO ApPYroi AONOXMA Ham O Bawwux npuknodeHusx. Hy, otragan,
KTO?

— Moxert 6biTb, 30noTtoit [pakoH Myapoctu? — cTtan raaatb
Lxnm.
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— WmeHHO oH, — noaTteepauna Jiullu. — TlpeactaBnsews,
Oxum, — npoaonxana oHa, — ¢ Tex nop kak CrtpaHa, Kotopow
boite He JonxHo, ucyesna nos sogon, [lpakoH pasrosapusaet
co Bcemu 6e3 uUckaioyeHUs. M Tenepb Hawm nNpemyapbie Myxu,
LiBeTol Y4eHOCTH, XOAAT K HEMY KaXAblW AeHb B LWKOAY U OH
BEAET Y HUX 3aHATUA U pacckasbiBaeT 060 Bcex TalkHax Ha 3emne.

— [Aa, aa, — nponuwan Muur loHr, Bmewusadaco, B pasro-
Bop. — W ewe oH Benen nepeaatb tebe KOE-4TO OYEHb BaXKHOE.
OH ckaszan: B TOT Ae€Hb, KOraa coCTouTCA cBagbba npuHua Mup-
peHa n npuHueccsl /in W, k Tebe BepHeTCA TO, YTO Tol NOTEpPSAN.

— Makcuk! — cunsas ot pagoctu, BOCKAUKHYA [xunm. KoHevHo,
emMy He Tepnenocb ysBuaeTb nockopee csoero Makcuka, HO OH
COBEPLIEHHO He npeacTaBnan cebe, kakum 06pa3om OH CMOXeT
nony4YuTb ero ob6patHo. HO He3aBUCUMO OT 3TOro Haao 6bino To-
ponuTbca €cO cBaabboin — Tak Bce cyuTanu. Yero yx Tam TAHYTb!

Muur MNoHr, mexay nNpovum, npuses ¢ coHB0OI0 MHOrO-MHOro
CaxXeHUeB Tex CambiXx NPO3payHbiX AepeBbeB, KOTOpPble pacTyT
noscioay B Kutae, n paccagy Apyrux pacteHun u3 Jleca Toicauu
Yyaec u TyT Xxe Benen Bce 3TO NOCaAUTb B NNOAOPOAHYIO NOYBY
Oxumbanns.

lfocnoauH NlaHb BCe elle He pelsancs BbIATU U3 CBOEro AOMMKA,
6naropa3yMHo nonaras, YTo He CTOUT BOT Tak cpasy, 6e3 BcsAkon
NOAroTOBKMW, NYyraTb rOCTEN, KOTOPLIE €lle HUYero He 3HalT O ero
HekoTopbix ocobeHHOCTAX. Beab aaxe Jin LLn, kotopas yxe ¢ HUM
3HaKOMa, elle HU pasy He Bujena ero usganeka, u rocnoauH JlaHo
noayman, 4to nydwe 6yseT NOBPEMEHUTb WM AaTb BO3MOXHOCTb
rOCTAM NOCTENEHHO NPUBLIKHYTb K €r0 3K30TUYECKOMY BUAY.

Ho umnepartop kuTaickuii, BepxOBHbIA HOH3a U Aaxe KanuTaH
N MaTpPOCbl — BCE HENPEMEHHO XOTenu NONPUBETCTBOBaTb NpPO-
CNaBNEHHOro BenukaHa. [103TOMy OHM BCe NO o4yepean HaHecnu
€My BU3UTbI, YeMy OH Obln HeobblYainHO paa.
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FrNABA NOCNAEAHAA,
8 KOmopoil Nnpoucxoourm MHOMCecmeo NPUAMHBLX
ClOpNpuU308, Hem U 3aKAH1UBAEMCA HAWA UcCmopus

Heckonbko Hepenb cnycTa BepHYnCa nupatckuin kopabnb, Ha
60pTy KOTOPOro 6bINO MONHLIM-NONHO AeTULIEK U3 Pa3HbIX
CTpaH — OHW Npuexanu BMecCTe CO CBOMMM poautenamun, bpa-
TbAIMM U CeCTpamu, Tak YTO Ha nanybe BCE KMWMA Kulieno ot
BECENON, NecTpoin, Pa3HOroNoCon TONNLI.

buiBlIME NuUpaTbl, MexXAy NPOYMM, CpPe3ann CO CBOMX LIAAM WU30-
6paxxeHue yepena u KocTei, 4Tobbl He MyraTb AeTer, U NPULLUAK
cebe BMeCTO 3TOro pasHoUBETHble KOKapabl, BeAb CEMb LBETOB
paayru — 3TO rocyAapcTBeHHble uBeTa dxumbanno.

Camo coboit pasymeetcs, koraa AeTU YBUAENU CBOUX OCBOGOAM-
Tenen, pasocTM Ux He ObINO KOHUA — BCE XOTEAW NO3A0POBATLCS
¢ Axumom u Jlykacom. lMocne Toro kak Bceobuias cymaroxa He-
MHOro ynernacb, Jlykac ckasan:

— Hy BoT, roctu Ha mecte. MOXHO Ha3Ha4aTb cBaabby. 2 ay-
Malo, HaM HUYTO He MellaeT OTNpa3gHOBAaTb 3TO COOLITUE NPAMO
ceroaHs.

— KOHeuHo, 4 TOXe Tak cuuTal, — cornacumncsa [xum.

Bbino peweHO YyCTpouTb NpasAHUK B ApeBHeM ropoge 6au3
BOCTO4HOro nobepexnvs Axumbannsl. [seHaguate Henobeanmbix
6611 BbiCNaHbl Bnepea ANA TOro, Ytobbl MOArOTOBUTL BCE HAA-
nexawum obpasom.

[eTn u ux poACTBEHHUKU OTNPaBUAUCL Tem BpemeHem B Meg-
NaHAUIO, O KOTOPON OHM Tak MHOrMO Cablwann, 4Tobbl NOCMOTPETH
Ha Hee Tenepb CO6CTBEHHbIMU rnasamu. Koponb AnbgoHc bes
YeTBepTn [lBeHaALATHIA BbILLEN K FOCTAM HABCTPEYY U C KAXALIM
nosaoposanca 3a pyky. focnoguH lMNMuaxakep Toxe nNo3goposancs
co Bcemu 3a pyky. lfocnoxa Kaakc passuna HeBepoATHO OypHyio
AEATENbHOCTb, TaK YTO K KOHLY AHA WeKW y Hee nblnanu, kak no-
MWUAOPLI, — a BCE NOTOMY, YTO OHA HU HAa MUHYTY He OTxoAuna
OT NAWUTHLI, Bapuna kakao U nekna CBOU 3HAMEHUTbIE 30N0TUCTbIE
pom-6abbl. M Bce ynnetanu 3a obe wieku, Aaxe Te, KTO HUKOraa
B XXM3HU HUYero Takoro He npoboBan — kak, Hanpumep, manb-
YUK-UHAEEL UAN MaNEHbKUA 3ICKUMOC. YrowieHue rocnoxu Kaakc,
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noxanyi, Aaxe He ycTynano NpUBbLIYMHOMY Xapkomy u3 6yiisona
WK, CKaXeMm, pbibbemy Xupy.

Haeswwucb A0 oTBana, A€TU NPUHANUCL urpatb. Hy a nNockonbky
BCE OHU MpuUexann u3 cambiXx pasHbIX YroNnkos mupa, To nony-
4anocb TakK, YTO KTO-HUOYAb HENPEMEHHO 3Han XOTb OAHY Wrpy,
koTopyio 60nblle HWUKTO He 3Han. B kKOHLE KOHLOB BCE HEMHOXKO
noAycrann OT 3TOW Becenon cyeTbl U KyTepbMbl. K TOMy e nopa
yxe 6bl10 NOTUXOHbKY ABUraTbCsi B CTOPOHY APEBHEro ropoaa, mo-
TOoMy 4TO BCe-Taku [xumbanna 6bina A0BONLHO GONLLION CTPaHOW
M NyTb NpeAcTosn HebAnskuii.

Jlykac Tem BpemeHem ycnen npusectu B nopsagok Kpuctu. Beab
Henb3s ke, YTo6bl OH NPONYCTUN Takoe BaxHOe CobbITHe, Kak 06-
pyyenue xuma u Nin Wu. K Tomy xe Kpuctu cmor 66l no gopore
6patb k cebe Tex AeTeit, y KOTOPbLIX YCTanu HOru, 4To6bi OHU He-
MHOXKO nepefoxHynu. He roBopsa yxe O TOM, YTO Cpeawn rocrewu
610 HEMANO MNOXUALIX NIOAEA W Niojeid BECbMa NPEKNOHHOrO
Bo3pacta — npababywek u npageaywek, ANS KOTOPbLIX AONTWIA
nepexos Mor 6bl OKa3aTbC HECKONbKO YTOMUTENbHBIM.

Jlykac pan cBUCTOK, BCe rOCTW BLICTPOUAUCHL Napamu, Tak 4To
NONYUYUNCA ANUHHBLIA-AAUHHBIA XBOCT, U BCA NPOLECCMA TPOHYNach
B NyTb. [1apoBO3 exan O4YeHb MEANEHHO, C OCTaHOBKamu, 4TO6b
rocTu MOrnu BAOBONb HACNaAUTLCA KpacoTamMu HOBON CTpaHbl
W OT Aywn nooxaTb U noaxaTb. He3aMeTHO Havyano TEMHETb, U,
korga roctn aobpanucb A0 ApeBHeEro ropoaa, yxe 6wina rnybo-
Kas HoYb.

N uto xe yBuaenu usymneHHole roctu, Korga BOWAWU B ropoa-
ckue BopoTa? MM OTKpBLINOCHL 3penuiie Heonucyemom KpacoTsi!

ABeHaauatb Henobeanmbix noctapanucb Ha Cnasy: NOBCIOAY —
B NONYpa3pyLUEHHbIX Xpamax, Ha yauuax, Bo ABOPax, 3a BbiCOKUMMU
CTEHaMu ABOPLOB, C/NOXEHHbIX U3 AparoueHHbiXx KamHen, — no-
BCIOAY OHU YCTpPOWUNW 4yyAecHbii ceinepBepk. I Tenepb OrpoMHbIii
ropoa cCBepkan U nepennBanca BCEMU LBETamu paayru, UCKpuacs
THICAYBIO IPKMX OrHEW, Tak 4YTO Kasanoch, 6yATO HeBeAOMas pyka
3axrna 34ecb ruraHTckuin BonwebHbln oHapb. M Haa Bceid 3TOM
CKa304YHON KPaCOTOM packUHYNOCb SICHOe cuHee Hebo, ycesiHHOe
3Be3gamu. A psAOM TUXO LLIYMENOo MOpe, u3ny4yasllee yAnBUTENb-
HbIA MAMKWA 3€eNeHOBaTbi CBET.
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M MUPHO KaTUAUCb HecnellHble BOAHbI, B NEHEe KOTOPbIX BCMbl-
XMBaNM TO TYT, TO Tam 6ecuUCNEHHbIE OMOHbLKMW.

— Nocmotpu, — ckaszan [Axum, obpawascb k /n LLn, kotopyio
OH Kpenko Aepxan 3a pyky, — 3TO MOpCKoe cusaHue!

— fAa! — B3goxHyna Jiullu. — A Beab 6e3 1e68 n 6e3 Ny-
kaca Bcero 6bl 3T0ro He 6bI10! — ¢ HeCKpbIBaeMbIM YBaXKEHMEM
cKkasana oHa.

Mpoueccus wna no CBEpKAOWEMY ropoay, yauubl U naouia-
AW KOTOPOro NEpenuBanuCb ThICAYLIO PAa3HOLBETHbLIX OrHewn. [o-
pPaKeHHbIE 3TOW CKAa304HOW KpPacOTOW, roCTU MNPUTUXAU U TONLKO
MO4a CMOTpEeNn BO BCe rnasa no CTopoHam. HakoHeu, nokasanacb
6onbwan Kpyrnas naowagb, B LEHTPE KOTOPON Ha BLICOKOM MO-
CTaMEHTE CO CTyneHbkamu CToan HGenokamMeHHbIn TPOH C 3aragou-
HbIMWU MUCbMEHAMW, BbICEYEHHBIMU Ha CMUHKE.

Mo kpailo nnowaan BbiICTpouauchb [BeHaauatb Henobeaumbix
C 3aXKEHHbIMU hakenamu B pykax. [lonyumnocb noxoxe Ha uUu-
thepbnar rMraHTCKUX 4acoB, TONbKO BMECTO UMpp 3a4eCb Obian
XuBble noan.

— [la 3apascTBYIOT XeHux u Hesectal Ypa! Ypa! Ypa! — apyx-
HO 3akpu4yanu.6patbs, 3asuaes [xuma u Jiu WWu, a notom rps-
HYAn CBOKO HOBYIO MECHIO.

Moka [AseHaauatb Henobeaunmblx meau, roctu pacnonoXMAUCH
KONbLUOM BOKPYr TPOHa W TOXE MPUHANUCH FPOMKO MO3ApaBAATb
MONOAbIX.

Oxvm 1 Jin WWn octaHOBUAUCE Y NOAHOXMUA TPOHA.

Tyt K HUM noaouwinu rocnoxa Kaakc u Jlykac, kotopblie npuHec-
nm cBagebHylo oaexay. locnoxa Kaakc obnaumna Jin LWn B Genyio
KOPONIEBCKYI0 MaHTUIO A0 NAT, pacLUTYIo CEPEOPOM U KEMYYTOM,
a Ha ronoBKy Hajena BeHO4EK C ANUHHOW Genoi chatoin. Jlykac
B CBOIO o4epeAb nogan [xumy nypnypHYi0O KOPONEBCKYIO MaHTUIO,
pacwmTylo 30n0ToM. Mhasa y Jlykaca noao3putensHo nobneckusanu,
u, ecm 6bl y Hero ceryac Bo pTy 6bina Tpybka, OH HaBepHska
6bl BbIMYCTUAN TONCTOE-NPETONCTOE 06NaKo AbiMa, Kak 3TO O6bIYHO
6biBano, Koraa OH BONHOBAANCA.

Mocne TOro kKak ¢ TyaneTOM XeHuxa W HeBecTbl 6bln0 no-
KOHYEHO, U3 TOANbl BbILUEN WUMNEPATOP KUTAWCKMA U MEANEHHO
HanpaBuaca Kk TpoHy. OH Hec B pykax 60/blylo NOAYWKY W3
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rony6oro 6apxaTta, Ha KOTOpPO NOKOUAUCH CUMBONLI LLAPCKOW BNa-
CTU — BeAUKONenHas KopoHa uapa Kacnapa, ckuneTtp, Aepxkasa,
U3fAlHaA KuTainckas kopoHa ans Jin Wu n pybuHosas 3Be3aa,
npuHagnexaswasn Hekorga Yeptoson [ioxuHe.

Umnepatop nogowen kK A€TAM, U OHU paccTynunuce. Jlykac
B3an 3a pyky [xuma, rocnoxa Kaakc — Jln Wu. Bcneg 3a nmne-
paTopoM OHU NOAHANUCL NO CTyneHbkam Hasepx, Tyaa, rae croan
6enokamMeHHbIn TpoH. Nepea TPOHOM BCE OCTAHOBWUAUCH, M TOraa
umnepatop obpatunca k [xumy n Jin Wn ¢ Takumu cnosamu.

— Jetn mou! — ckasan OH, Kak BCeraa, TMXO, HO BHATHO, Tak
YTO €ro CAbIWHO 60 Aaxe B CAMOM KOHLE NPOCTOPHOW naolia-
an. — [leTn mom, npumute 3T KOpoHbl. C 3TOro AHA B ApeBHew

cTpaHe [xumbanna cHoBa 6yAyT uapb U uapuua.

Mocne 3toro umnepatop nepeaan Jiykacy ronybyio nogyiieuky,
B3N KOPOHY C ABeHaAuaTtbio 3ybuamu U BOAPY3UN €€ Ha ronoBy
[XUMy, a ManeHbkylo KUTAWCKYl0 KOPOHY — Ha ronosy CBO€MN
Aouepu Julln. 3atem no 3Haky umnepatopa Jlykac nogHec csoe-
MYy ApYry CKUMeTp, a IOHOW uapuue — AepxXasy U B 3aBeplueHue
uepemoHun npukpenun pybuHoByio 3Be3ay [XUMYy Ha MaHTUIO.
Tonbko TOrAa A€TU YCenucb pAAbILLKOM Ha 6enocHexXHOM TpoHe
C 3araflodyHbIMU HAAMUCAMMU.

B npoaonxeHue Bcein 3TON TOpXKECTBEHHOW Npoueaypbl KOpPOAb
AnbcoHc be3 YetBepTn [lBeHaauaTblil TAKTUYHO OCTaBancs B CTO-
pOHE, MOCKO/bKY OH, €CIU MOXHO Tak BbIPa3UTbCA, HaxoAWNCH
34ecb € OpULManbHbIM BUMTOM Kak rnaBa APYXKECTBEHHON Aepka-
Bbl. HO TYT OH He Bblgep>xan, cTawinn C ronoBbl KOPOHY, 3aKUHYN
ee B He6O M 3akpuyan BO BCe rOpno:

— [la 3apascTByeT uapb Muppen! [la 3gpascTeyer uapuua Jin
Wu! Jdonrue neta uapckon yete! [la COXpaHATCA Ha BEKU BeYHble
MeXAy HalMmn cTpaHamu aobpococeackune oTHowenus! U ga...

TyT OH OT pajocTu 3abbln, YTO XOTeN ckasaTb, HO CTOsBLUKE
BOKpPYr rocTu yxe MNOAXBaTUAW €ro CNoBa, U HWUKTO HE 3aMeTun
npoucweallen 3amnHKN.

Munr ToHr, cToaBWKMIA PAAOM C KOPONIeM, BCE BpeMA NOANPbI-
rMBan Ha mecte u nNpu 3TomM nuwan:

— Bor 310 pa! Kak a paal! Kak a cyactams! Kakoin momeHT!
Kakoi aeHb! Bot kpacoral
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A rocnoauH Muaxakep, KOTOPbLIA TOXE CTOAN TYT, HAKNOHUANCA
K MuHr MoHry n ckasan:

— W a ero yuutens! MNoagymatb TONbKO! TOCNOANUH BEPXOBHbINA
6on3a! A Bocnutatens uapa! Kakas uvectb!

Aaxe rocnoanH JlaHb, KOTOpPbLIA NPEAOCTOPOXHOCTU paau 3a-
6pancsa B kabuHy napoBo3a, He BblAgepXan U 3akpudan 4to 6bi10
MOYU CBOUM TOHIOCEHbKUM FONOCKOM:

— [los3apasnsio! Mosgpasnaio! [la 3apaBcTBYIOT Monogble!

U Kpuctu 3arypen, 3acsucten, 3anbixTen, He 3Had, kak eule
Bblpa3uTb NepenoNHABLUNE €ro YyBCTBA.

Umnepatop nogHan pyky, u Bce nputuxnu. lMoaoxaas, noka
WYM OKOHYaTENbHO YNAXEeTCA, OH cKa3san:

— [Apy3ba moun! UTak, cerogHsa, B 3TOT CaMblil 4ac, HENOCTU-
XUMbIM 06pa3omM COMKHYNUCb BCE Hayana U KOHUbl, nocnegHee
3BEHO B LENU COMKHYNOCb C NEPBLIM, UCTOPUA, NPONAA CBON KpYr,
3aBepwmnacs!

Bce monua cnywanu cnosa umneparopa, HO B 3Ty Camyio MUHY-
Ty CO CTOPOHbI MOpPSA AOHECCA KakKOW-TO CTpaHHbIA wym — 6yaTto
rae-To 3aurpan uenbliii AyxXOBOW OPKECTp, COCTOAWMIA U3 BONLeD-
HbiX TpY®6.

— K10 6bl 370 MOr 6bITb? — wWwenoTom cnpocun xum y Jly-
Kaca.

— HasepHoe, 310 Hawun Apy3ba, xutenn mopsal — ortsetun Jly-
Kac. — MoxeT 6biITb, OHM XOTAT NPUHATb y4acTue B MpasgHecTBax.

— [flaBainTe novgem Kk HUM HascTpedy! — npeanoxuna JinLn.

Bce pagocTHO cornacunuch, 1 WymHas ToaNa roctew, Bkaovasn
Kpuctu u [iBeHaauatb Henobeaumblx, yctpemunace k mopio. Koraa
Becenan npoueccua Bbiwna Ha Heper, TO TyT B3opam OTKpblnach
yAuBUTENbHAA KapTUHA: OT Camoro ropu3oHTa NO CBepKaloWnM
BONHAam B CTOPOHY [xumbannbl ABUranoCb TOYHO Takoe Xe npasa-
HUYHOE LWeCTBUE, THICAYU MOPCKUX XUTENnewh ryaenu B CBOU POXKM,
npbirany, Ckakaau, KyBbipkanucb. A nocepeanHe nabina Hanozobue
NOAKM OrpomHas nepnamyTtpoBas pakoBWHa, KOTOpPYlO TAHYNU 3a
coboin wectb 6envix mopxei. B pakoBuHe Boccepana Cypcynanu-
4n B ANUHHON paTe U3 WENKOBLIX BOAOPOC/EN, pa3BeBaloLUXCS
Ha BeTpy, a pagom — Ywaypuuwyym. Cnegom 3a HUMKU nNabina
BTOpas noAka U3 pPakoBWHbLI, B KOTOPOW KTO-TO TOXE cuaen, HO
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KTO — pa3obpatb 6bi10 Henb3s U3-3a TOro, YTO CBepXy OH 6bin
HaKpbIT KAKUMU-TO NINCTbAMU U BOAOPOCISAMM.

— A BApyr oHn Hawnu Makcuka? — cnpocun [xum, u cepaue
ero oT4asHHO 3a6unoce.

— YBepeH, YTO HaWKN, UAK A HAYErOo HE MNOHUMAIO B XWU3HU! —
npobacun fNykac.

Korpa obutatenn mops Bbibpanucb Ha 6eper, [Xum, Kak Ha-
CTOAWMNA uapb, paaAOCTHO NONPUBETCTBOBAN CBOWUX rOCTEN U Cpasy
nNpeAcTaBun UM IOHYIO Lapuuy.

Cypcynanuuu n Ywaypuwyym nepernsiHyauCcb U novyemy-To 3a-

ynbi6anuce.

— A Mbl TOXe ceroaHs npasaHyem cBaabby! — ob6bsacHUna
Cypcynanuuu.

— BoTt 310 Aa! — BocknukHyn Jlykac. — 3HauuT, Ywaypuwyym
BbINOAHUA 3ajaHue kopons Jlopmopana?

— BbinonHun, — orsetun Ywaypuwyym. — bnarogaps moemy

Apyry Henomyky, koTopbiit wner Bam 60nbWwON NpUBET U Hau-
nyyuwive noxenaHus. Y Hero Bce OTAUYHO, OH CTPaALIHO CHYacTAMB.
K coxaneHuio, OH caM He MOXET /INYHO NPUCYTCTBOBATbL 34€Ch,
NOTOMY 4TO AO/XKEH cneautb 3a bonbwum Maruutom. Beab ceroa-
Hfl, €CAn Bbl MOFAKN 3aMETUTb, ¥ HAC BKAIOYEHO MOPCKOE CUSIHUE,
a 3TO O4Y€Hb ONACHO ANSA NPOXOAALLUX MUMO Kopabnei.

— OT1anyHo! — BocknukHyn Jlykac. — CkaxuTe emy, 4TO Mbl
O4YeHb pajbl 3a HEro U nepejaem emy OrpOMHbIA NpuUBeT.
— A He HawAu nu Bbl CAyYahHO moero Makcuka? — He Bbl-

Aepxan Bce-Taku [>Kum.

N cHosa Cypcynanuuu n Ywaypulyym 3arafiodHO NepernsHy-
NNCb.

— Mbl Bam 0O4YeHb NpU3HATENbHbI 3a TO, YTO Hnarogaps Bam Mbl
moxem Tenepb Adenatb Kpucrann Beuynoctn, — nponen Ywaypu-
Wyym. — M B 3HaK Haleh NpU3HaTENbHOCTU Mbl NEPBLIM AENOM
pewunn ucnpobosatb aeicTBue Kpucrtanna BeyHOCTM Ha TBOE#
mManeHbkon mawmHe. flaneko-aaneko Ha tore, Ha CamoOMm AHe oke-
aHa, Hawnu Mbi TBOEro Makcuka n Bmecte ¢ Henomykom npe-
BpaTuan ene3o, U3 KOTOPOro OH cAenaH, B TBEpPAOE U NPOYHOe
CTEeKN0, Takoe e TBEepAOEe U MpOYHOe, kak Hawa Apyxba, Takoe
Xe TBEpAOe W NpOYHOe, Kak Hawa 61aroAapHOCTb.
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— 3HauuT, OH HuKoraa He GyaeT NOMarTbCsA? — cNpocun JXum.

— Hukoraa, — noaTteepAun Ywaypulyym.

Tem BpemeHem Jlykac nogkatun Kpuctu. MoxHO cebe npea-
CTaBUTb, Kak OH obpajoBancs, yBuAeB CBOEro ManeHbKOro gpyra
Takum NOB3POCNEBLIUM U NOXOPOLLEBLLIUM.

He ycnen ewe Kpuctu kak cneayer nonpuseTcTBOBaThb CBOe-
ro NpuATens, Kak BAPYr CO CTOPOHbI MOpPSi AOHECAUCL Kakue-TO
CTpaHHble 3BYKM — Tam 4TO-TO YaBkano, xnionano, 6ynskano. Boaa
B34Abl6UNACh 4YTb NI HE A0 camoro Heba, M Ha NOBEPXHOCTU NO-
Kasanacb ronosa mopckoro kopons JSlopmopans. Monua cmotpen
OH HEKOTOpOe Bpems B HeAOYMEHUM Ha necTtpoe ob6uecTBO, CO-
6pasweecs Ha 6epery. [MoTOM ero BHywMUTeNbHas (U3MOHOMUSA
pacnablnacb B AOBONbLHOW ynbibke — BUAUMO, OH MOHSA, YTO
nonan Ha uensix Ase cBaabbbl Cpasy, U OTKyAa-To u3 rybuH ero
MOry4yero Tena NOCAbIANOCh:

— [lo3apaBnsaaaaaaoyyyy! lNosapasnsaaaaaaoyyyy!

Kasanocs, 6yaTo 3€Baer ruraHTckuit kut. MNonpuseTcTBoBas no-
AO6HBIM 06pa3OM MONOALIX, OH CHOBa CO CTPALIHbIM YaBKAHLEM
M XNIONaHbeM UcCYe3 Noj BOAOW.

— JOTO MOW nanoyvka! — WU3BUHAIOWMUMCA FONOCOM NOACHUNA
pycanka. — Hy a Tenepb npoiuy Bac pacnonararbcs noyaobHee.
Ceityac HauyHeTCcs mopckoin Hanert!

Bce paccenucb Ha Gepery: mMopckue XuTenu — Ha MeNKOBOAbE,
noau — Ha necodyke. U TyT 13 BOAbI BbIHBIPHYNU MONOAEHbKUE
pycanku, KOTOpble NOKasanu 3pUTENSIM BOCXUTUTENbHENLUUE TaHLbI.

Mpa3aHuk npoaonxancs elwe AO0Nro-AONTO U 3aKOHYMANCH Aa-
NeKko 3a NOoNHoYb. Jlydwe npasaHuka, noxanyin, CBET He BUALIBAN.
3TO Bam KaxAblh CKaxeT, KTO CamM Ha HEM NpPUCYTCTBOBA.

Heckonbko AHel cnycTa mmnepaTop KUTanckuin smecte ¢ Muur
MoHrom oT6bin Ha poauHy. Ho Jiu Wu octanace B [Axumbanne.
Tenepb HaBceraa. Beab oHa kak-Hukak 6bina uapuuein Sxumbanib.
Nlykac n [Ixum noctpounu Ha rpaHuue ¢ MeanaHauein 4vypecHbin
AOM, KOTOpbIA OT4YACTU OblN MOXOX Ha KUTAWCKWiA ABOpeL, a OT-
4acTU Ha >ENe3HOAOPOXHYIO CTaHUuio. B 3TOM aome u nocennnacb
monogas 4eta. Jiu Wu yyunace y rocnoxu Kaakc KynmHapHomy
UCKYCCTBY U BEAEHMIO XO35UCTBA, a TakKXe XOAWNA KaxAbid AeHb
Bmecte ¢ [Ixumom B wkony k rocnoauHy Muaxakepy. CrpaHoin
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OHWU TOXe ynpaBnsinu BMecTe. B ApeBHUM ropos OHU HaBejblBa-
NUCb pesKo — TONbKO No 6oNbWWM NpasgHukam. Nnau koraa um
HY>XHO 6bln0 06CYyaUTL HaeAuHe YTO-HUOYAb OYeHb BaxHOe.

BonbWWHCTBO AeTeit BMeCTe CO CBOMMU poauTensmu, 6abyuw-

KaMu n aeaylkamMu OCTanucb Xutb B [xumbanne. OHu npwm-
Be3Nn C co60I0 cemeHa Tex pacTeHWi, KOTOpble POCAU Y HUX Ha
POAUHE, U NOCagnMnAn UX 34eCb B NNOAOPOAHYI0 noysy. M ckopo
yxe B [xumbanne nossunace Hactoswas npepus Ans WHAENLEB,
6onblMe TIONbNAHOBbLIE NONS U TyyHble Nyra ANS ONNAHALEB,
TPYAHONPOXOAUMBIE AXYHINN AN CMYTNONULbIX AeTei B TIOp-
6aHax, n gaxe AN 3CKMMOCOB HAalLNOCh NOAXOAALLEE MECTEYKO
Ha ceBepe CTpaHbl, rae 6bINO AOCTAaTOYHO NPOXNAAHO, A 3UMOWA
BbiNaf4ano MHOro cHera. Kopoue roBops, Ans Kaxaoro Hawencs
cBOW yronok. flaxe KOpannoBow pouie, KOTopas KoOraga-to noa-
nupana Hoso-MegnaHaunio, HaWwnNoCb NPUMEHEHUEe — [eTu

C YAOBONLCTBMEM fa3anu NO BeTKam, NOATATMBANUCL, Ky-

BbIPKaNUCb, Urpanu B Npatku. Jlyywero mecra Ans urp
U Npuaymatb 66110 Henb3s!
MocTeneHHO HOBbLIE XXUTENU CTPaHbl NPUBLIK-

N U K MHUMOMY Be/AWKaHy, Tak 4TO Tenepb

OH MOr 3anpocCTO NOKa3blBaTbCA Ha NoAAX,
M HUKTO ero He nyrancs.. 3aBUAeB Ha rOPU3OH-
Te ero BbicOyeHHylo durypy, aetm npusetnu-
BO Maxanu emy, a OH, CHaCTAUBLIA, Maxan Um

B oTBeT. Camo coboi pasymeeTcsi, OH NO-NpexXHeMy
CNYXWA MaskoM, BeAb U Ha 60nbWwylo CTpaHy Mo-
XeT HacKoYMTb Kopabnb TOYHO TakK Xe, Kak U Ha
ManeHbKy0.

AseHaguate Henobeaumbix nnaBann Ha CBOEM
kopabne ¢ pasHOLBETHbLIMW Napycamu, pacLliMTbIMU
Xemuyrom u cepebpom, sokpyr Axumbannsl u ox-
PaHANU rpaHWUbl CTPaHbl, r4e NpaBuUN UX BNACTENUH

n nosenutens. Tak yto [xumbanna 6bina B NOAHOM
6€e30nacHOCTU, U MOXHO 6bl10 HUYero He 6oaTbcsa. Hy
a NOCKO/bKY B 3TOW CTPAHE HUKTO HWUYETO U HUKOFO He
60a1ca, CloAa Hayanu CAeTaTtbCs CO BCEX KOHLLOB 3eM-
NN camble pasHble NTUUbl — GonbluMe U ManeHbkue,
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C YYAECHbIMWU roONOCaMn U He O4YeHb. [loxnB HEMHOro B [XuM-
6anne, OHU CTAHOBUAUCL COBCEM PYYHBIMU U CMOKOWHO LWINWU Ha
nio6oii 30B. NOTOM K HUM, KOHEYHO, MPUCOEAUHUAUCH U 3BEPMU.
Ho Bce paBHO [Ixumbanny HaseiBanu CtpaHon [leteid u Mruu,.

Hy a 4yto e 6bln0 Aanbwe ¢ 3onoTbim [pakoHom Myapoctu?
Axum un Jlykac nogapunn ero umnepatopy Kutasa. A umneparop
B 3Hak 6naroaapHOCTV Benes yBekoBeuyuTb 06pa3 ApakoHa U npu-
kasan, 4ytobbl ero uszobpaxeHue 6biNO BLIWKTO Ha Bcex chnarax,
a TakxXe Ha ojexjax BblICOKMX CaHOBHUKOB. HasepHska Bam no-
naganocb koraa-Hubyab Takoe usobpaxeHue. Tenepb Bbl 3HaeTe,
OTKyAa U NOYEeMy OHO B3HNO0Cb.

Nlykac octancs smecte co ctapbim Aobpeim Kpuctn B Mepanan-
AUU U KaxAbli AeHb o6be3kan Ha CBOEM NapoBO3e BCIO CTpaHy —
yepe3 BCe NATb TyHHeneW, C ora Ha cesep, C 3anaja Ha BOCTOK,
BAONbL U NONepek.

Co BpemeHem [1XUM NPONOXKUAN C NOMOLLLIO CBOEro Crapliero
Apyra uenyio ceTb AOpOr, 4To6bl AE€TU MOMAU CMOKOWHO KaTaTb-
ca B MeanaHauio n o6paTHO UAM XOAUTb APYr K APYry B rocTW.
A XOAUTb B FTOCTU OHU O4YeHb nobun.

Ho 6onbwe Bcero aetn nobunu, koraa [xum Bble3xan Ha CBO-
€M NpOo3payHOM NOKOMOTUBYUKE, CKBO3b CTEHKU KOTOPOro MOXHO
6LIN0 BUAETL, KaK FOPUT OrOHb, KakK KUMWUT BOAAQ, Kak Noayvaetcs
nap. Beyepom 3710 BbIrNAAeN0 0cO6EHHO KpacuBO: CyMepku, a B
kabuHe MmalMHWUCTa B oTONeckax naameHu cTtouT [xum B CBep-
Kalolienh KOpoHe, a Ha rpyau — cusawouias 3sesja.

Ecan cnyyanoce Jlykacy v [1kumy BCTPETUTLCA B MNYTU, TO OHU
maxanu apyr apyry, a Kpuctu u Makcuk obmeHuBanuco npusert-
CTBEHHbLIMU CBUCTKamu. [omallyT, NOCBUCTAT U KaTaT cebe aansbuie.

N Haa Bcem 3TUM — Haa Meananauen u Oxumbannon —
BO3BbILIANCA HAaNOAOOUE XWBOW POXAECTBEHCKOW €/KU FOCNOAUH
NlaHb CO CBOMM HEU3MEHHbIM (POHApEM B pYyKe.

Hy BOT, Apy3bs, TYT U KOH4YaeTca Hawa ucropus o [dxume
MNyroBke n mawmHucre Jlykace.
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